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Cooking

T H E  B E S T  R V S  W I T H  E X T E R I O R  K I T C H E N S

GET YOUR 
RV READY TO 
ROLL WITH 

OUR EXPERT 
CHECKLIST.

Y O U  N E E D  T H E S E !
M O R E  T H A N  3 0  A D V E N T U R E  T O Y S 

T H A T  W I L L  G E T  Y O U  O U T S I D E  F O R 
T H E  U L T I M A T E  N A T U R A L  H I G H

+
DINGHY GUIDE

MANUFACTURER-APPROVED 
LISTINGS, PLUS TIPS ON PROPER 
SETUP, TOWING, AND ALL THE 

ACCESSORIES YOU NEED

MONEYMAKER
RENTING OUT YOUR RV IS A 
GREAT WAY TO MAKE EXTRA 

CASH WHEN YOU’RE NOT 
ON THE ROAD
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QUALITY 
IS STANDARD EQUIPMENT

What most other manufacturers consider optional 
equipment, we call standard, including quality.

For 2022, the design team at Lance knocked it out of the park with three all new decors and have made 
over twenty previously optional features now standard. So along with 57 years of delivering some of the best 

built travel trailers and truck campers on the road, deciding what features you want on your new Lance 
has never been easier! Kinda like having your RV cake and eating it too!
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Readers’ Choice

G O L D W I N N E R

Superior Quality Top Floor Plan Industry Leading Innovation Cutting Edge DesignReaders’ Favorite

Visit LanceCamper.com for complete product details and the location of your nearest Lance dealer.

FEATURES VARY BY MODEL.MODEL 1995

20+ NEW STANDARD FEATURES!

1995 SHOWN IN GREYSON
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LANCE, CIRCLE 117 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Don’t Leave It Behind!
Here’s what you need to know 

about dinghy towing behind 
your motorhome, plus listings 

of manufacturer-approved vehi-
cles. Article starts on page 26. 

TO SUBSCRIBE, GO TO RV.COM/SUBSCRIBE

FEATURES
16

Contents
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22

16 TIME TO DECLUTTER
There’s no better time than the 
present to “Marie Kondo” your RV.

22 RV ROAD TRIP: 
  TEXAS HILL COUNTRY

This diverse region of the Lone 
Star State offers something for 
everyone … and yes, it’s bigger here 
as well.

26 DINGHY-TOWING PRIMER
The one-stop resource for how to 
tow four-wheels-down, and every-
thing you need to make it happen.

36 2022 DINGHY LISTINGS
Can your new car be towed four-
wheels-down? Check out these 
manufacturer-approved 2022 
listings to find out.

46 LIFE’S BETTER OUTSIDE
Great gear to inspire you to get 
outdoors and quench your thirst for 
adventure.

36 2022 DINGHY LISTINGS36 2022 DINGHY LISTINGS36 Can your new car be towed four-
wheels-down? Check out these 
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DEPARTMENTS

Contents
7 MESSAGE FROM MARCUS

Road Trippin’

8 THE BUZZ
Here’s what our readers are saying.

Foodie
 10 CAMP CUISINE

Celebrity Chef Robert Irvine drops in 
to offer his lip-smacking recipe for a 
grilled chicken caprese burger.

 12 LOCAL FLAVORS
The good times will definitely roll 
when you combine a trip to Lafayette, 
Louisiana, with a piping-hot bowl of 
chicken-and-sausage jambalaya.

 14 GRAPES + GRAIN
Head out west to the Golden State 
for some satisfying local brews … and 
wines.

M A R C H  2 0 2 2

66 JUICING UP
Higher-performance batteries 
and accessories to keep the power 
flowing in your RV.

Life on the Road
69 THINKING ABOUT RENTING 
  YOUR RV?

An owner’s guide to the RV rental 
industry and how you can benefit 
from the process.

75 THE RV GYM
Here’s how to turn your campsite into 
the ultimate fitness fortress.

78 PROTECT YOUR PETS
Like a good owner … make sure insur-
ance for your furry family is there.

 82 SNAPSHOTS
So, where to next?

44

In the Know
4 0 PENSACOLA BEACH RV RESORT

White-sand beaches and warm gulf 
waters mean life’s always a beach at 
this stunning Florida RV park.

 42 BREAKING GROUND
Eight years, 5,500 volunteer hours, 
and more than $2 million raised later, 
Parks Project continues to make a 
difference.

44 THE NOMADIC KNITTER
How a full-timer combined her love 
of knitting and RVing to create her 
dream business. 

Rigs + Gear
54   COACHMEN NOVA

This well-appointed Class B is a star-
in-the-making for couples and small 
families.

55 TECH Q&A
You’ve got questions, and our RV 
expert has answers! 

58 DINING OUT
A meal prepared under clear, blue 
skies—or the stars—just tastes 
better. These five RVs have some
of the best exterior kitchens around.

62 GET READY TO ROLL
A quick-reference checklist on some 
of the most important steps to prep-
ping your RV for the travel season.

Renting your RV can earn you some cash, plus it offers a chance for people 
like Derek Wolf and his wife, Ally, to get a taste of the lifestyle (see page 69) .
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SSpring has sprung. Well, in some places it has, and 
in others it doesn’t quite feel like it yet. No matter 
what the current temperature is outside your door, 
it’s time to get your RV out of hibernation (if you 
haven’t been using it) and plan your next road trip. 

Speaking of road trips, you may have noticed 
we launched a new department, RV Road Trip, in 
the January issue. This month’s destination is the 
Texas Hill Country, which includes more than 30 
towns and cities—each with its own distinct history 
and personality, accord-
ing to our contributing 
writer and RVer, Julie 
Perry Nelson. 

Each month Julie 
highlights a city or region, 
with tips on where to 
dine, what to do, and fun 
campgrounds at which to 
stay, along with revealing 
the best places to venture 
off the beaten path. And 
although it’s broken down 
for different types of RVers—weekend warriors, full- 
timers, family RVers, and retirees—I’ll admit I always 
check out all her recommendations. I hope you do, too.

Great news if you’re a motorhome owner: Our annual 
Dinghy Towing Guide is here! This year we’ve dedicated 
a dozen pages to everything you need to know about 
bringing along a dinghy vehicle on your motorhome 
adventures.

Marcus Lemonis
Publisher
@marcuslemonis

WELCOME

ROAD 
TRIPPIN’

It’s time to get
your RV out of
hibernation
(if you haven’t
been using it)
and plan your
next road trip.

We know (and have heard, thanks to The Buzz) that 
not every article pertains to every reader, so if a road trip 
destination or technical feature isn’t for you, I encourage 
you to just skim right on past to something else. I’m con-
fident you’ll find something that suits your situation.

One article that should be relevant to all RVers is “Get 
Ready to Roll,” beginning on page 62. Whether your RV 
has been in storage or out on the road, there’s a lot to do 
before getting it ready for the next road trip; luckily James  
Adinaro has made it easy for you with a handy checklist.

So, where will you be road trippin’ this travel season? 
We’d love to hear from you at info-rvmagazine@rv.com. I 
hope to see you there. 
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If you could drop every-
thing and become a full-
time RVer, would you?  

@mellouan80
That’s our plan! Been 
working on this plan for 
about a year now! Kids 
are all grown and time to 
head out!

@GravityRV
I did, four months ago!

@ReeseSkip
Yes, hope she would 
come with me.

@NickLaBrecque
Yes. I’d follow #NASCAR 
to every track. Been 
my dream since I can 
remember.

@EastGlacierMT
Yes, one of my dream 
projects to help Disabled 
Vets like me would fit 
right in as well.

CONNECT WITH US
info-rvmagazine@rv.com

 RVdotCom
 RV.com
 RV_com

FROM TWITTER

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

TURN THE PAGE
In the January issue, one reader 
expressed concern about RV 
Magazine featuring too many 
articles on alcohol. I respect-
fully disagree. Readers can 
easily bypass the articles that 
don’t interest them. Your pub-

lication usually includes many 
articles on topics of interest to 
me, but also includes articles 
and features that are not in my 
wheelhouse for whatever rea-
son. For example, the January 
issue includes articles about 
pets (we don’t have one), and 
other articles about bumper-
pull trailers and truck campers 
(we have a � � h-wheel). I al-
ways read the cooking articles 
word-for-word, but I imagine 
other folks routinely � ip past 
them. I feel RV Magazine pres-
ents a really good balance of 
items of interest to folks who 
participate in the very diverse 
world of RVing. Please keep up 
the good work.
Martha Rinn, via email

A LITTLE NEVER HURT
Not sure you read your own 
letter? When only two to three 
pages an issue (out of 84) are 
devoted to “drinkers” I’d say 
you pretty much got your 
wish! Unless your wish was to 
ban any mention of alcohol? 
I, for one, enjoy an occasional 
drink with fellow campers 
around the camp� re.
Emily Lamy, via email

SHORT + SWEET
Please add tea! Hot or cold. 
Natascha Fawthrop
St. Petersburg, Florida

GOOD ON YOU
In response to Rebecca V. in 
the January issue, I also � nd 
articles and advertisements 
in your magazine that are of 
no particular interest to me. 
My solution is to simply skip 
over them, which results in 
very little loss of time or focus. 
To those who do want or like 
those articles or ads, good 
for you. I do appreciate those 
articles or ads that apply to my 
interests. Keep up the good 
work, RV Magazine. 
William Brummel, via email

WORKS FOR ME 
Living on an island here in the 
wet and windy northwest, I 
have been battling moss and 
algae for a long time. My RVs 
have always been exposed. I 
learned early on that an RV 
cover was of limited short-term 
bene� t. A� er � ghting algae, 
mildew, and moss for years I 
found something that seems to 
work well with no detrimen-
tal e� ects. It is called Wet & 
Forget, Moss, Mold, Mildew 
& Algae Stain Remover. A� er 
an application or two the roof 
of my Class A has stayed white 
and clean for many months 
even in our damp fall and 
winter seasons. I hope this is 
helpful to other RVers.
Don Hubner, via email 

What are some of your favorite products that other 
RVers may not have heard of?

THE BUZZ

MISSING YOU
I thoroughly enjoyed the Quartzsite article in the January issue. 
For � ve years we spent a few weeks there each January. We 
boondocked near Dome Rock Road on the western side. � e � rst 
year we made many friends and saw some of them every year. 
One couple was from Red Deer, Canada, and were loggers. We 
own a sawmill and have a lot in common. On a caravan to Alaska 
we spent the night at their place. We miss Silly Al’s pizza, the big 
tent, the naked bookseller, and all the great people. It has become 
too far to go on our snowbird trip from Pennsylvania, but we just 
might show up there again sometime.
Ike Alexander, Troy, Pennsylvania

Here are some of
your responses:
Here are some of
your responses:

“WHAT DRINKS WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO SEE IN AN UP-
COMING INSTALLMENT OF 
THE ‘ON TAP THIS MONTH’ 

DEPARTMENT? COFFEE, 
TEA, SODA, OR 

SOMETHING ELSE?”

In the January issue, we asked:

GOTCHA!
I would like to thank Rebecca V. for her input regarding features on 
alcohol/breweries/wineries in RV Magazine. As someone who has 
a travel trailer, I would also like to suggest that the magazine stop 
including articles on fi fth-wheels … I feel like you’re forgetting about 
the ones who don’t have them. Additionally, we don’t dry camp, so 

please don’t include information on campgrounds without full hookups. Also, we live in the 
Pacifi c Northwest, and don’t currently have any plans to travel in our trailer outside of the 
area, so no need to have any articles on campgrounds outside of the Northwest. 

Otherwise, great magazine. Look forward to getting it in the mail. - Erik Dunn, via email PH
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• 1½ lbs ground chick-
en (or substitute 
ground turkey)

• 1 tsp onion powder
• 1 tsp garlic powder
• 4 potato burger 

buns 
• 1 red onion, sliced 

into 4 thick slices
¼ cup balsamic 

vinegar
• 8 oz fresh mozza-

rella cheese, sliced 
into 8 slices (2 per 
burger; or 

substitute
provolone cheese)

• 4 thick-cut slices 
ripe beefsteak to-
matoes, ½-inch each

• 1 cup fresh baby 
spinach (or substi-
tute iceberg lettuce 
or mesclun greens)

• ½ cup mayonnaise
• 1 tbsp prepared 

pesto (or substitute 
chopped fresh basil)

• Salt and pepper to 
taste

You’ll Need

In Camp

 In a mixing bowl, mix the ground chicken with 
the onion powder and garlic powder. Form six 
burger patties (you may have some leftovers). 

Marinate the sliced red onions with the balsamic 
vinegar and set aside.

 In a separate small mixing bowl, whisk together 
the mayonnaise and the pesto and set aside.

 Preheat grill to medium heat and season the 
prepared chicken burger patties with salt and 
pepper. Place them on the oiled grill and allow to 
cook for 12–15 minutes, turning once. 

 While the chicken burgers are cooking, place the 
balsamic marinated sliced red onions on the grill 
as well and allow them to char. Remove them from 
the grill and set aside. 

 Cook the chicken burgers until cooked com-
pletely through, reaching an internal tempera-
ture of 165° F. Place the fresh sliced mozzarella 
on each burger and allow to slightly melt for 1 
minute.

 Toast the potato burger buns on the grill, if 
desired.

Spread 2 tbsp of the pesto-mayonnaise mix 
on the bottom bun, arrange the fresh spinach 
on top of the mayo mix, followed by the sliced 
tomato, then the chicken burger with melted 
mozzarella.

 Top the burger with the charred balsamic 
onions, followed by the burger bun top. 

1

2

3

5

6

7

8

9

4

GRILLED CHICKEN 
CAPRESE BURGER 

I s a chicken burger as good as an old-fashioned 80/20 beef 
burger? Look, I try to eat clean most of the time, but even I 
wouldn’t go as far as to make a claim like that. Side-by-side, 

all things being equal, beef is the winner. But that doesn’t mean a 
chicken burger can’t win; it just means it needs a little help. That’s 
where this caprese burger comes in. The caprese mix of fresh 
mozzarella, basil, and tomato adds a bright, refreshing flavor pro-
file that’s so satisfying I’d be proud to put it up against any other 
burger. Just be careful not to overcook these; they need to be well 
done, but too many extra minutes on the grill can dry them out. I 
recommend using a meat thermometer and taking them off the 
heat the moment they reach 165° F. — ROBERT IRVINE

SERVES 4    PREP TIME 15 MINUTES    COOK TIME 15 MINUTES 

wit h Charred Balsamic Onions

CAMP CUISINE
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From the ultra-lightweight Sonic Lite (2,980 LB dry weight) to the luxurious SportTrek Touring 
(all �oorplans w/bed slides), you’ll discover Venture RV o�ers a complete lightweight travel trailer lineup. 

Venture RV’s design team has developed several new �oorplans featuring a Specialty (�ex) Room. These specialty 
rooms can be utilized as an o�ce area, second bedroom, craft room, and/or a bunkroom for today’s active buyer. 

Designed for Campers by Campers!

Media 
Center with 

FireplaceSTT333VMI
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  FOODIE

LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA
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by T E R R I  P E T E R S O N  S M I T H

Chicken and 
Sausage 
Jambalaya
Without tomatoes, this country dish 
is Cajun. Add a can of diced toma-
toes, it’s Creole. But always include 
celery, green pepper, and onion. 

On the Menu

1) Heat oil in a large, heavy skillet at medium- 
high heat. Add sausage slices to skillet and 
turn to brown, about one minute per side. Re-
move to a plate. Add chicken to pan and cook, 
turning occasionally to brown chicken all over, 
about 8 minutes. Remove from skillet.

2) Reduce heat to medium and add onion, 
celery, bell pepper, and garlic. Cook, stirring 
occasionally, until soft and onion is translu-
cent, about 8 minutes.

3) Add rice and cook, stirring constantly for 1 
minute, scraping up browned bits in the pan. 
Add bay leaf and Cajun seasoning and cook, 
stirring constantly for 1 minute. 

4) Return meat to the skillet. Stir in chicken 
stock, increase heat, and bring to a boil. Reduce 
to a simmer, cover, and cook about 20 minutes 
or until rice is tender. Serve with TABASCO or 
other hot sauce on the side. Serves 8.

YOU’LL NEED


Lace up your dancing 
shoes! You’re in Lafayette, 
Louisiana, where Cajun, 
zydeco, and “swamp pop” 
music is as hot as the local 
TABASCO sauce. Visitors 
can immerse themselves in 
Cajun French culture where 
every April the city hosts 
the Festival International de 
Louisiane.

About 130 miles west of 
New Orleans, the parishes (or 
counties) around Lafayette 
form the cultural center of 
French-speaking Louisiana, 
called Acadiana. In 1755, 
the British expelled French 
Canadians, or Acadians, who 
refused to pledge allegiance 
to the British crown. They 
settled along the swamps 
and bayous of this region and 

became known as Cajuns, a 
word derived from Acadian. 
A visit here offers distinctive 
food, music, and friendly folks.  

It’s also a place of great 
natural beauty, best seen 
on the waterways of Bayou 
Teche or the Atchafalaya 
Basin, the nation’s largest 
river swamp, where you’ll 
find moss-draped cypress 
trees teeming with birds 
and other wildlife. Be sure to 
visit beautiful Avery Island, 
home of TABASCO sauce, and 
don’t miss Randol’s Cajun 
Restaurant & Dance Hall 
to sample the local boudin 
sausage and maybe some 
’gator, then hit the dance floor. 
Laissez les bons temps rouler—
let the good times roll! 
louisianatravel.com/lafayette

Without tomatoes, this country dish 

YOU’LL NEED

MAKE IT


 1 tbsp vegetable oil
 1 lb boneless skin-

less chicken thighs, 
cut into 1-inch cubes 
and seasoned with 
salt and pepper (can 
substitute peeled 
and deveined shrimp 
or crawfish tails)

 1 lb andouille or oth-
er smoked sausage 
such as kielbasa, 
sliced ¼-inch thick 

 1 medium onion, 
chopped

 1 medium green 
bell pepper, chopped

 2 ribs celery, 
chopped

 2 tbsp Cajun 
seasoning 

 1 Bay leaf
 2 garlic cloves, finely 

chopped
 2 cups long grain 

white rice 
 4 cups chicken stock
 Hot sauce such as 

TABASCO

LOCAL FLAVORS

WHY WE LIKE IT

Built tough for off-road exploration | Euro windows have drop-down screens | Ample storage and a pantry

Black Series HQ19
Tackling back roads is the Black Series’ specialty and the HQ19 with its queen bed, convert-
ible lounge, and European-style windows can take you deep into Cajun country in comfort 
and style. The suspension system spreads the load over four shocks and four 150-watt 
solar panels are mounted on the aluminum composite roof. There’s even a washing machine!
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LOW

HIGH

Either of these two Spanish wines 
pair well with the spicy, bold flavors 
of jambalaya. A crisp white wine 
with subtle flavors of peach and cit-
rus, Albarino Val Do Sosego is low 
in tannins, so it’s great with spicy 
food and perfect for drinking on a 
hot day ($17). Or try Tierra Aranda 
Tempranillo 2019, a full-bodied 
wine with a deep red color. Often 
blended with other varietals to cre-
ate Rioja, tempranillo offers com-
plex flavor with hints of blackberry 
and cherry, as well as herbal notes 
that complement the veggies in this 
dish. Best with the Cajun jambalaya, 
sans tomatoes ($22). 

F I N E  P A I R I N G S

1 Savings data based on 09/2021 survey of customers who switched to the “Good Sam” affinity policies underwritten 
by affiliates in the National General Group, Winston-Salem, NC. Individual savings, if any, will vary. Cost will vary based 
on insurer and coverage selections.

2 Summary descriptions. Pay plans, coverages, discounts, features, benefits, availability, and eligibility may vary by state 
and insurer and are subject to terms and conditions. 

3 No insurance purchase required for gift. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.  Void where prohibited.  Good Sam 
Insurance Agency (GSIA) is an independent agency that produces business for multiple insurers. Each insurer is solely 
responsible for its own products and may pay GSIA for policies referred or sold.
© 2021 Good Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam 
Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GS021180-0122

We represent the nation’s top RV specialty carriers!
GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/V5

877-712-6472
mention savings code TD-V5

DOES YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY OFFER
SPECIALIZED RV COVERAGE?

530$

EACH YEAR!1

SAVE AN 
AVERAGE OF

Call today for your free quote and $10 merchandise 
certificate3 to Camping World and Gander RV!

The Good Sam Insurance Agency offers top-of-the-line 
specialized RV coverage2 that fits your needs and your 

budget with options and features like:

Full Replacement Cost Option 
provides you with a new RV if 
yours is ever lost or stolen in a 
covered claim

Permanent Attachment 
Coverage protects things like 
outside awnings, antennas, and 
satellite dishes

Storage Option can save you as 
much as 53% on your premium 
when you’re not using your RV

Personal Effects Option covers 
the cost of your personal 
belongings up to $3,000

Full-Timer Liability Coverage 
provides protection for those 
who live in their RV at least six 
months of the year
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Some beer drinkers and wine 
drinkers have the idea that you 
must be loyal to one beverage 

or style. Well, let me introduce myself: 
My name is Erin Peters. I am a cross-
drinker—and I’m not the only one. RVing 
with someone who prefers wine over 
beer? Now you can please both palates in 
one gorgeous area.

A visit to California’s Central Coast 
offers cross-drinkers like me the chance 
to compare some of the world’s best 
artisan beers and wines. San Luis Obispo 
County is a beer (and wine) lover’s 
paradise. Breweries in SLO County 
are small batch, award-winning, and 
seemingly endless. And between the 
endless sunshine, salty air, and rolling 
hills, it’s a destination to seek out for 
numerous reasons. 

 Bang the Drum serves everything 
from a simple Blonde Ale to a variety 
of innovative takes on classics such as 
their Queen Mate IPA. This is the place 
for sweet and savory pies, wine, cider, 
and, you guessed it, craft beer.

 Midnight Cellars is a small-production, 
award-winning winery on the west end of 
Paso Robles. The boutique winery produces 
sustainably farmed Bordeaux grapes on 
28 acres of hilly and limestone-rich soil. 
Midnight is known for making some of the 
best blends and big merlots.

Just around the corner from Midnight 
is a gorgeous, upscale tasting room, 
serving old-world varietal wines. 
Sextant Winery serves powerful 
zinfandel and petite sirah blends.
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A guide to some of the best beer and wine of California’s Central Coast.

by E R I N  P E T E R S @ T H E B E E R G O D D E S S


EAT, DRINK, AND BE MERRY
Firestone Walker Brewing Company is 
well-known for its innovative flavors 
and mouthwatering seasonal fare in 
its Taproom Restaurant.

With nearly 30 acres of lime-
stone-rich soil, Midnight Cellars 
produces wines (like its Estate 
Merlot) that even the most 
devout beer drinker will enjoy.

 Libertine Brewing Company uses 
winemaking techniques in conjunc-
tion with brewing science to create 
uniquely spirited ales and saison 
ciders. This SLO brewery puts a 
Central Coast spin on classic beers.

 BarrelHouse 
Brewing Co. is a 
must-do when 
visiting the Central 
Coast—not just for 
the beer, but also for 
the beautiful views 
and inviting patio. The 
brewery typically has 
at least a couple of 
fantastic sours on tap. 

 SLO Brew has been serving good 
beer since 1988, well before the craft 
beer revolution. It remains one of 
California’s longest standing brew 
pubs. And its awards are not to be 
discounted; in 2001 it was awarded 
Brew Pub of the Year at the Great 
American Beer Festival and has taken 
home three gold medals from the 
same festival. 

Perennial medal-winner, Firestone 
Walker Brewing Company, is a 
favorite in the area for its innovative 
brews and delicious seasonal bistro 

fare in the Taproom 
Restaurant. The Taproom 
features a spacious dining 
hall, wrap-around bar, 
side patio, and outdoor 

GRAPES + GRAIN
ON TAP THIS MONTH
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courtyard. The Paso Robles brewery 
campus also includes two retail and 
beer-tasting rooms. Note that they also 
have a Buellton location, which houses 
their cathedral of barrels dedicated to all 
things wild, specializing in beers made 
with locally forged ingredients.

 Villicana Winery is a boutique winery (tell 
Monica I said hello!) in Paso Robles where 
Monica and her husband, Alex, were the first 
in the area to distill spirits from the used 
grapes. Winemakers bleed a percentage 
of the free-run juice from red-wine grapes 
before fermentation to enhance the quality 
of the wines. Saignée is this French term 
meaning “to bleed,” and this juice is often 
discarded. By fermenting this bleed and then 
triple-distilling it, Re:Find Distillery has found 
a new use for saignée. 

Traveling north on Highway 46, stop in 
Cambria, a lovely seaside village that oozes 
quaint, artistic expression. Here, you’ll find 
several wineries and Cambria’s community 
nano brewery, 927 Beer Company. 

Continuing north to Monterey, Alvarado 
Street Brewery and Grill started as 
a neighborhood brewery restaurant 
and has evolved into three locations. 
The downtown Monterey brewery and 
restaurant serves regional gastropub fare 
and plenty of great craft brews. 

Here’s a quick guide that may help 
you match your beer preferences 
with your wine preferences:

• Enjoy chardonnay? Try wheat beers.
• Like Carménère? Try West Coast IPAs.
• Drink sirahs or Chianti? Try a porter.
• If you enjoy merlot, pick up a pale ale.
• Like riesling? You may also like Czech pilsners.
• Shiraz or grenache-blend aficionado? Try a 

Belgium ale.
• Is your go-to pinot noir? You should also try 

lambic or sour.

These are mere recommendations; after all, 
nothing beats your own palate. And there are 
more breweries and wineries to visit in the 
area—this is just a short list!

Wine is known to be gorgeous, mysterious, 
and sophisticated. Craft beer can portray a 
sense of worldly history, anarchy, and fun. Enjoy 
both—and you can have it all.

JUST A TASTE
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M A I NTE NANCE |  GET OR GAN IZED

’ve owned my Roadtrek camper 
van for nearly five years now and 
recently found myself grappling with 
a pair of problems that’s perplexed 
many an RVer before me: How did I 
accumulate so much junk? And more 
importantly, what do I do with it?

Most of my cabinets were 
bursting with … stuff. One drawer in 
my bedside table overflowed with 
books, magazines, and half-finished 
crossword puzzles. I had to yank 
at my junk drawer—every kitchen 
has one, even in a 100-square-
foot van—to open, thanks to 
three long-handled lighters (one 
of which was empty), a half-dozen 
beer koozies, and an assortment of 
kitchen gadgets I never used. 

That was a common problem; 
I had all this stuff, but never used 
most of it. I remembered all the 
times I added items to the van, 

thinking “I may need this someday,” 
yet never did. All the times I shoved 
yet another pair of gloves into a 
cabinet, then promptly forgot about 
them. Worse yet, even as I continu-
ally added items in the van, I rarely, 
if ever, removed anything. After five 
years of this, my van was virtually 
bursting at the rivets. I needed 
guidance, and like an adorably 
tiny beacon of light, Marie Kondo 
appeared to show me the way.

I was intrigued by the Marie 
Kondo method of organization, or 
at least what I understood of it. For 
those who aren’t aware, Marie Kondo 
is a home-organization expert who 
parlayed her knack for tidying up 
into a multi-million-yen business 
empire. My wife had watched several 
episodes of Kondo’s Netflix show 
while I sat on the couch browsing my 
iPad. I must have picked up at least a 
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I N S P I R E D  BY  H I S  W I F E ’ S  N E T F L I X  B I N G E , 
H E R E ’ S  H OW  O N E  RV E R  “ M A R I E  KO N D O - E D ” 

H I S  C A M P E R  VA N .
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little bit of knowledge through osmosis, right? 
Just to be on the safe side, I read a couple of 
magazine articles detailing her techniques. 
The main principles of her minimalistic 
KonMari Method—keeping things tidy and 
discarding items that serve no purpose or 
don’t spark joy—seemed well suited for van 
life. 

SORTING IT OUT
I began by emptying out my Roadtrek 
completely, down to the last jar of peanut 
butter. I often thought about buying some 
additional kitchen towels for long road trips. 
Turns out, I already had them, price tags 
still attached, only they were buried under a 
mound of other linens and things in a cabinet. 

After it was cleared, I swept, vacuumed, 
and scrubbed virtually every inch of the cab PH
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and living area. I would be starting from a 
literal clean slate.

From there, it was a matter of deciding, 
literally item by item, if it “sparks joy,” or, at 
least, is something I absolutely need. (Black-
tank deodorizers don’t necessarily make me 
happy, but they’re definitely a must-have 
during steamy summer trips.) Laboring under 
an unseasonably sweltering September sun, I 
actually found myself enjoying the process.

Most of the decisions on what to toss 
and what to keep were fairly easy. I drink 
my coffee almost exclusively from a sturdy 
Stanley travel mug while on the road, but as 
I sorted my drinkware, I realized that I had 
nine—yes, nine—steel coffee mugs. I don’t 
think I even have nine friends, so I pared that 
number down to a more reasonable four. 
(Now I just need two more friends.) 

Take your annual 
spring cleaning to the 

next level by weighing 
“wants” versus 

“needs.” Keep it if you 
need it, remove it if 

you don’t. You’ll fi nd 
that RVing will then 
spark even more joy 

than before.

“RV LIFE IS SUPPOSED TO BE ABOUT 
ACCUMULATING MEMORIES 

… NOT MORE STUFF.” 
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MORryde.com  |  574-293-1581

HITCH MOUNT STABILIZERSCISSOR JACK STABILIZER5TH WHEEL STABILIZER
for Travel Trailersfor Front Cross Braces on 5th Wheels fits any 2" Hitch Receiver

Easily installs in minutes    |    Exceptional stability    |    Easy adjustments   |   Stable camping experience

S TA B I L I Z I N G
EASY

SOLUT IONS
[ [ 

six months without breaking them 
out, they’re getting donated. 

The same went for a pair of 
walkie-talkies that I got for where 
we didn’t have a cell signal. I’ve used 
them once over the three years I’ve 
owned them but feel like they could 
potentially be a lifesaver on the trail. 
They stayed.

I took out a bulky 12-volt Black 
& Decker power drill, as I’d finished 
most of the repairs I’d been working 
on over the past few months. But 
as anyone who has owned a 20-
year-old RV knows, repairs are a 

never-ending activity. I kept a changeable-bit screwdriver and 
may end up getting a smaller, more stowable drill if I need one 
full time in the van. 

Speaking of tools, I kept most of them in a drawer beside 
my bed in the main living area. I use some of them, like my 
ratchet set, pretty often; others, not so much. I thought I 
could better utilize that drawer, so I transferred the tools I 
wanted to keep into a vintage tool bag and stashed it in the 
garage area under the bunks. A standard toolbox can be big 
and bulky, but the fabric tool bag takes up much less space.

T I M E  T O  D E C L U T T E R

DECISIONS, DECISIONS
The small 20-watt solar setup that would allow me to charge 
my electronics while sitting at the picnic table? I have 300 
watts of solar on the roof, so it could go.

My Hults Bruk hatchet? It’s a bit on the larger side, but 
I use it often to split firewood and slice off kindling at the 
campsite. Acting out my lumberjack fantasies really does 
spark joy in my heart, so it stayed. 

Other choices were a little more difficult. My binoculars 
received a temporary stay of execution, given how often I 
wish I had them while paddling. I’m hoping that by making 
them more accessible, I’ll use them more. But if I go another 

As we go on our 
travels, it’s easy 
to accumulate 
odds and ends you 
thought you needed 
at the time. The best 
way to declutter is 
to dive in and con-
sider every item in 
your RV. You may be 
surprised by what 
you find. The author 
discovered he had 
an abundance of 
dish towels, and 
nine steel coffee 
mugs, among many 
other revelations.
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List or Rent, it’s 5%. 
That’s up to 75% less in fees than the competition. 

L E A R N  M O R E  A T  R V R E N T A L S . C O M

Experience  
more for less.
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GETTING ORGANIZED
Turns out reorganizing my space was just as important 
as discarding items. Maddeningly, despite most of the 
van virtually overflowing with junk, there were still a 
few spaces in the van, like the cabinets above 
the sink, that were woefully underutilized 
due to their odd dimensions. Likewise, 
the armoire behind the driver’s seat 
was perfect for hanging clothes, but 
I rarely wear clothes that deserve 
the hanger treatment; nobody cares 
if my usual wardrobe of concert 
T-shirts and shorts are a bit wrinkled. 
So, I repurposed that area into storage 
for bulky items like my camera gear and 
portable jump starter. 

One of Kondo’s tenets is storing like items 
together. My GoPros and accessories were seemingly 
scattered throughout the van. I bought a $6 parts 
organizer from Harbor Freight that allowed me to not 
only keep everything together, but also able to quickly 
scan it all for the one thing I need. Sadly, I didn’t learn 
Kondo’s secret to folding and storing clothes, but I 
think she would approve of my use of color-coded 
luggage cubes to organize my wardrobe.  

T I M E  T O  D E C L U T T E R

THE VERDICT
As I write this, I’m in 
the middle of a two-
month-long road trip out 
West. Not once have I 
thought, “Man, I wish I 
had just one more steel 
coffee mug.” While my 
cluttered van never 
caused me any stress 
or anxiety, the now-tidy 
Roadtrek definitely 
sparks joy. 

Simply reorganizing 
your RV space will work 
wonders for effi  ciency. 

Storing like items 
together eliminates 

some of the guesswork 
down the road. 
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To view products or learn more visit: CampingWorld.com/DISH

Never miss a
second of your
favorite shows!

DISH Wally® HD Receiver and
DVR Upgrade Features:
● Watch live TV in crystal-clear HD

● Save entire seasons of your favorite shows, movies,
sports, and children's entertainment with just a click

● Record up to 100 hours of HD content with this 1 TB
DVR upgrade

● Have your passengers view content while in-motion
● Operate from up to 200ft away, even through walls and

cabinetry, with the RF remote

DISH Wally® HD Receiver
and DVR Upgrade
WATCH LIVE TV OR RECORD UP
TO 100 HOURS OF HD CONTENT
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TEXAS HILL 
COUNTRY
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STexas is known for cowboys, 
country music, and big ranches. 
And though much of the state 

is flat and sparsely populated, there 
is a pocket of tree-covered hills and 
a temperate climate that creates a 
paradise for locals and tourists alike. 
Welcome to Texas Hill Country.

This large region extends from 
Austin to San Antonio. The area 

has undulating hills, wonderful 
lakes for fishing and boating, 

rivers for tubing, and hiking trails 
aplenty. Add to that, wineries, 

wildflowers, and a wide variety of 
cuisines and you have plenty to 
entertain your entire crew. 

More than 30 towns and cities 
make up Hill Country, each with its 
own distinct history and personality. 
For instance, Fredericksburg was 
settled by German immigrants and 
still reflects their heritage in cuisine 
and architecture; Lockhart is the 
Barbecue Capitol of Texas; and New 
Braunfels is a fun place for the whole 
family. Hill Country really has it all.

Sightseeing, sumptuous food, 
and a multitude of adventures await. 
Pack the RV and allow plenty of time 
to see all this unique region of Texas 
has to offer. A detour to the Texas Hill 
Country is well worth your time while 
exploring the Lone Star State. 

a temperate climate that creates a 
paradise for locals and tourists alike. 
Welcome to Texas Hill Country.

This large region extends from 
Austin to San Antonio. The area 

has undulating hills, wonderful 
lakes for fishing and boating, 

rivers for tubing, and hiking trails 
aplenty. Add to that, wineries, 

wildflowers, and a wide variety of 
cuisines and you have plenty to 
entertain your entire crew. 

B Y  J U L I E  P E R R Y  N E L S O N

HERE’S WHY YOU 
SHOULD RUN TO 

THE HILLS IN THE 
LONE STAR STATE.

B A R B E C U E  |  T U B I N G  |  T H E  A L A M O  |  B A T S  |  W I L D F L O W E R S
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MUST-DO
Remember to stop at The Alamo (thealamo.org) and visit the 
site where the famed 1836 stand took place. Plan ahead and 
get free timed tickets online for the mission and living-history 
encampment. You can see demonstrations of how life was in 
the 1830s, including musket fi ring Fridays–Sundays.

OFF THE
BEATEN PATH
The Rio Guadalupe Resort 
(rioguadaluperesort.com) 
boasts ¼ mile of Guadalupe 
River frontage for tubing, 
rafting, kayaking, and excel-
lent fishing. Kayak and tube 
rentals are available on site 
at the Good Sam Park.
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OFF THE BEATEN PATH
Hill Country Wine Tours’ (hillcountrywine 

tours.com) slogan is “You Drink … We Drive,” 
which is a terrific idea. Tours include lunch or 

dinner and tastings at three of the 30 local 
wineries or eight distilleries of your choice.

B A R B E C U E  |  T U B I N G  |  T H E  A L A M O  |  B A T S  |  W I L D F L O W E R S


OFF THE BEATEN PATH

Experience the evening flight of the largest urban bat colony in the world at the Congress 
Avenue Bridge in Austin. Watch from the bridge, or for a unique perspective, take a kayak 
tour with Live Love Paddle (livelovepaddle.com) on Lady Bird Lake. The Mexican free-tailed 

bats are in Austin from March–November and can number up to 1.5 million!

R E T I R E D  R V E R S

MUST-DO
See and smell Wildseed Farms’ 

(wildseedfarms.com) 200 acres of 
wildfl owers in Fredericksburg. 
Wildseed is the largest working 
wildfl ower farm in the US. Stroll 

on their trails to see what varieties 
of fl owers are blooming that sea-

son. Top off  your day with a visit to 
their new wine-tasting room.

Spring Branch RV Park (spring 
branchrvpark.com) is only 15 
minutes from Canyon Lake. The 
campground offers plenty of 
shade, a large dog park, and “Grandpa’s 
Barn,” their recreation center. The grandkids 
will love to explore their wonky playhouses.

STAY
HERE


ON THE MENU

Head to Gristmill River Restaurant & Bar 
(gristmillrestaurant.com) for a juicy burger and 
fresh-squeezed lime margarita. Dine in one of 

the unique seating areas including a beer 
garden, intimate corners with stone fireplaces, 

or on the lovely patio overlooking the river.

Remember to stop at The Alamo (thealamo.org) and visit the 
site where the famed 1836 stand took place. Plan ahead and 

R E T I R E D  R V E R S

See and smell Wildseed Farms’ 
(wildseedfarms.com

wildfl owers in Fredericksburg. 
Wildseed is the largest working 
wildfl ower farm in the US. Stroll 

on their trails to see what varieties 
of fl owers are blooming that sea-

ON THE
MENU
The town of 
Lockhart claims 
the title of Bar-
becue Capitol of 
Texas, which is 
saying a lot in the 
BBQ-obsessed 
state. Sample 
mouth-watering 
ribs at The Original 
Black’s Barbecue 
(blacksbbq.com) 
and marvel that 
their BBQ pit can 
hold 500 pounds 
of meat at one time.
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  RV ROAD TRIP | texas hill country
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Explore Texas’ largest caves at 
Natural Bridge Caverns (natural 

bridgecaverns.com). The 
Discovery Tour takes you 180 

feet underground to see beautiful 
formations. Or try the Adventure 

Tour, an opportunity to go off  trail 
and explore the cave as the fi rst 

explorers did, mud and all. 
For those with claustrophobia, try 
the above-ground Twisted Trails 

zip line and ropes course.

OFF THE BEATEN PATH
Gruene Hall (gruenehall.com) is Texas’ oldest dance 
hall and has been in operation since 1878. Do the 
two-step to live music nightly in the 6,000-square-
foot historic building. The hall still uses the original 
layout, including side flaps for open-air dancing.

STAY HERE
Stone Creek RV Park (stonecreekrvpark.com) is a 
western-themed Good Sam campground. Bring 
your pets along to enjoy one of their two dog parks 
with agility equipment. The park is located near 
Interstate 35 and features pools and a hot tub.

ON THE MENU
The German immigrants who settled in Fredericksburg 
in the 1840s brought with them their distinctive cuisine 
that you can try at The Ausländer (theauslanderfredericks 
burg.com). You won’t leave hungry after sampling their 
sausage, schnitzel, or bratwurst. 

The Ausländer off ers 
diners a memorable 
menu including its 
famous German-
inspired Reuben 
sandwich.  

TIRE MINDER, CIRCLE 131 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Experience the Pleasure-Way 
GoLive Showroom from the comfort  

of your own home!

Take a one-on-one personalized video tour with one of 
our friendly Pleasure-Way GoLive Agents! Get expert 

advice, product demos and answers on any of the featured 
motorhomes in our current lineup.

TRY A ONE-WAY VIDEO CALL TODAY!
WWW.PLEASUREWAY.COM

OFF THE
BEATEN PATH
Go waaay off the beaten 
path at Hidden Falls 
Adventure Park (hidden 
fallsadventurepark.com). 
Drive your dingy vehicle 
or rent an ATV to explore 
their 2,000-acre off-road 
park. For added conve-
nience, Hidden Falls offers 
camping for guests of the 
adventure park.

ON THE MENU
Let the kids run around at Tin 
Top Burgers & Beer’s (tintop 
burgers.com) New Braunfels 
location. Children will love 
the pirate-themed play area 
while you enjoy the delicious 
burgers and beer. Top it off 
with a sweet treat next door 
at Rhea’s Ice Cream.

F A M I L Y  R V E R S

Your kids may never want to leave Summit Vacation and RV 
Resort (summitresorttexas.com). The Good Sam park’s amenities in-
clude three pools and hot tubs, mini golf, basketball, shuffleboard, 
tennis, a workout room, and access to the Guadalupe River. 

STAY
HERE

MUST-DO
Wow your teens with a fun fl oat ride down 

the Guadalupe River. Visit Whitewater Sports 
(fl oattheguadalupe.com) in New Braunfels for 

tube rental. Rentals include the shuttle ride 
back to the parking area. Participants must be 
age fi ve years and up. Call ahead to check that 
water levels on the river are at a safe level and 

bring your water shoes.

Let the kids run around at Tin 
Top Burgers & Beer’s (
burgers.com
location. Children will love 
the pirate-themed play area 
while you enjoy the delicious 
burgers and beer. Top it off 
with a sweet treat next door 
at Rhea’s Ice Cream.
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D I N G H Y - T O W I N G  P R I M E R
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W e all know that owning an RV means that 
travel options are virtually limitless. 

But even though your home-on-wheels 
can transport you to your favorite places with 
ease, there are certain limitations. When 

visiting popular attractions or navigating narrow, congested 
roadways, you’ve probably wished for your commuter vehicle 
that’s infinitely easier to navigate than a larger motorhome. 
That’s where towing a dinghy vehicle comes in. 

So, where do you begin? This Guide to Dinghy Towing 
section is your one-stop resource for determining which new 
vehicles are manufacturer-approved for dinghy (all four wheels 
on the ground, or “flat”) towing, and also to learn about the 
equipment and procedures needed for a pleasant experience.

Our 2022 listings section begins on page 36 and includes 
vehicles that have specifically been approved by the manufacturer 
for recreational (dinghy) towing. While some vehicles are easy 
to tow, others require that very detailed and lengthy procedures 
be followed before and during towing to prevent damage. We’ve 

ALL YOU NEED
TO KNOW ABOUT

BRINGING ALONG A
DINGHY VEHICLE ON
YOUR MOTORHOME

ADVENTURES.

included some of that infor-
mation in the listings, but 
you will still need to check 
the owner’s manual of the 
specific vehicle for more 
detailed procedures.

Once you’ve confirmed 
that a particular vehicle 
is dinghy-towable, the 
next move is to create the 
vehicle-to-motorhome 
connection. 

Connecting a 
motorhome and a dinghy 
vehicle can be a surprisingly 
smooth operation. It begins 
with a baseplate, which is a 
bracket affixed to the dinghy 
vehicle. Next, a dinghy tow 

G U I D E  T O  D I N G H Y  T O W I N G
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bar is placed in the motor-
home’s hitch receiver and 
then connects to the dinghy 
vehicle’s new baseplate. A 
number of accessories are 
also available to help protect 
the dinghy while on the road. 

Properly wiring a dinghy 
vehicle is another consider-
ation. It is essential that the 
brake- and taillights on the 
dinghy work in concert with 
those on the motorhome, and 
there are many options to do 
not only that, but also to help 
keep the dinghy’s battery 
charged while on the road.

The final component 
of safe dinghy towing is an 
auxiliary braking system. 
Today’s motorhomes can 
accommodate a lot of dinghy 
weight. While many new 
chassis have tow ratings 

of at least 4,000 pounds, 
certain luxury coaches have 
a gross combined weight 
rating (GCWR) of 60,000 
pounds or more — with up to 
25% (15,000 pounds) of that 
available for towing. Dinghy 
brakes are mandatory in 
most states and Canadian 
provinces; besides, when 
extra weight is added, there 
needs to be a way to slow 
everything down without 
overtaxing the brakes on 
the motorhome. Braking 
systems are availale in both 
portable and permanently 
mounted configurations.

With a dinghy vehicle, 
it’s easy to continue to enjoy 
the mobile lifestyle while 
maximizing that mobility 
with an easier-to-maneuver 
vehicle for exploring.

We’ve established that towing a vehicle behind 
your motorhome opens up a world of travel 

possibilities. But make no mistake: There is more 
to it than simply hitching up and heading down 
the road. Understanding what components are 
required ahead of time will make prepping your 

dinghy vehicle easier and prevent any unwanted 
surprises or unplanned expenses. 

D I N G H Y - T O W I N G  P R I M E R
of at least 4,000 pounds, 
certain luxury coaches have 
a gross combined weight 
rating (GCWR) of 60,000 
pounds or more — with up to 
25% (15,000 pounds) of that 
available for towing. Dinghy 
brakes are mandatory in 
most states and Canadian 
provinces; besides, when 
extra weight is added, there 
needs to be a way to slow 
everything down without 
overtaxing the brakes on 

Some Blue Ox baseplates come with removable tabs that are 
much less noticeable than other models. Initial installation 

involves using the existing holes on the dinghy vehicle’s 
chassis. After that, you need only remove the tabs while not 

towing for a near-factory look. blueox.com

GET READY
TO TOW

T H E  B A S E P L A T E

A travel trailer that you would typically tow behind 
a truck or SUV is equipped with an A-frame that 

terminates at the coupler and accommodates the 
hitch ball. A car, truck, or SUV you plan to tow behind 
a motorhome has no such thing, so the first step is to 

equip your dinghy vehicle with a baseplate.
A baseplate is not so much a “plate” as it is a 

bracket; it’s an application-specific steel structure 
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G U I D E  T O  D I N G H Y  T O W I N G

that attaches to the vehicle’s frame and/or 
bumper brackets, enabling a tow bar to be 

connected. Not all baseplates require the same 
amount of effort to install, and may require 
trimming of the front fascia, grille, or other 

area. That’s why it’s a good idea to research 
baseplates for your vehicle first. Blue Ox, Demco, 
and Roadmaster have fit lists on their respective 

websites that specify whether a baseplate is 
available: simply enter the year, make, and model 

of the vehicle. Installation instructions can also 
be downloaded so you can determine how much 

work will be involved, which can be important 
for budgetary considerations. Because not all 
companies offer the same baseplate designs, 
make sure you shop each company’s website 
to find what works best for you. If you don’t 

have a local RV dealership or repair center that’s 
comfortable installing a baseplate system, the 

product manufacturer in question should be able 
to point you to a qualified dealer. One such dealer 
is Carizona (carizona.com) in Mesa, Arizona, which 

not only installs most of the dinghy-related 
equipment discussed in this section, but it also 

sells pre-owned dinghy vehicles. 

The term “baseplate” may be a misnomer, since they 
are actually quite carefully designed systems that are 
so much more than a simple plate. This Roadmaster 
baseplate system allows removal of the bulky front 

portion when not in use. roadmasterinc.com

T H E  T O W  B A R

Like trailer hitches, tow 
bars have weight ratings, 
so the first step is to 
determine how much your 
dinghy vehicle weighs 
when it’s full of fuel and 
cargo. Look for a bar that 
has capacity to spare; after 
all, it’s the component re-
sponsible for keeping the 
dinghy vehicle attached to 
the motorhome. 

Not surprisingly, many 
tow bar manufacturers 
offer unique features or 
benefits in their products, 
so compare carefully and 
determine what’s really 
important to you.

Next, determine how 
the tow bar is stowed 

(on the vehicle or on the 
motorhome) and whether 
the bar is a traditional or 
non-binding design. Tradi-
tional tow bars may be less 
expensive, but they are 
more difficult to connect 
and can be impossible 
to disconnect if you 
find yourself on uneven 
ground (which is entirely 
possible at an unimproved 
campground). So-called 
“non-binding” bars offer 
arms that move inde-
pendently of one another 
so the dinghy doesn’t have 
to be perfectly aligned 
with the motorhome, and 
latches can be released to 
make it easy to connect/

The Curt Rambler is rated for 7,500 pounds 
and utilizes non-binding latches suitable for 
release on uneven ground. curtmfg.com

E A S Y  F I T
It can be a hassle to mix and match tow bars and baseplates from different manufacturers, as many 
adapters are clunky and unwieldy. The Roadmaster Universal Tow Bar Adapter makes the process easy 
by allowing most other manufacturer’s tow bars to simply pin onto direct-connect late-model Road-
master baseplates. The adapter inserts into the Roadmaster baseplate and locks in place when rotated 
90 degrees; the entire process is tool-free, and takes less than 10 seconds. roadmasterinc.com
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D I N G H Y
W I R I N G

disconnect in less-than-ideal circum-
stances. Another benefit of these 
newer designs is that they don’t use a 
ball-and-coupler (trailer hitch) design 
—the shank goes directly into the 
motorhome’s hitch receiver and stays 
there. When you’re not using it, the 
bar simply folds up out of the way and 
stays on the motorhome.

Keep in mind that each equipment 
manufacturer engineers its products 
to work with other products in the 
same family, and not necessarily with 
another manufacturer’s products, 
so mixing and matching may not be 
possible in some cases. Most manu-
facturers provide details on mounting 
considerations and available solutions.

The next thing you’ll want to 
consider when comparing tow bars is 
weight. Depending on the construc-

tion materials, 
design, and 
weight rating, 
tow bars can 
weigh 50 
pounds or 
more, which is 
a lot to handle, 
especially while bent over a hitch 
receiver. While it’s true that the bar 
will spend most of its time mounted 
to either the vehicle or motorhome, 
there will be times when you’ll have 
to remove it (for storage, theft 
prevention, etc.) so, unless you’re a 
bodybuilder, you’ll probably want the 
lightest model possible. 

Always ask what is included with 
the tow bar and what else may be 
required. Be sure to find out what you 
will (and won’t) need ahead of time.

If you plan to tow a car, truck, 
or SUV, you’ll have to modify 
its electrical system so that 
you can plug it in and make 
its running lights (also known 
as marker lights), brakelights 
and turn signals work in 
tandem with the motor-
home. Thankfully, dinghy 
towing is such a common 
practice today that there are 
ready-made kits that enable 
an electrical connection to 
the motorhome in just a few 
hours. 

Whichever system you 
choose will include a wiring 
harness that is routed from 
a receptacle located in the 
front of the towed vehicle 
to another receptacle in the 
back of the motorhome. In 
some cases, wiring kits that 
incorporate the vehicle’s 
electrical system may also 
include one-way diodes that 
prevent electrical “backflow” 
from the motorhome’s elec-
trical system to the dinghy 
(and vice-versa), which can 
cause damage to both vehicle 
systems. Companies like Blue 
Ox, Demco, Hopkins Towing 
Solutions, and Roadmaster 
offer viable choices, and 
when in doubt, can help you 
find what you need for your 
specific vehicle.

Another alternative is an 
auxiliary light bar that attaches 
temporarily to the dinghy 
vehicle, using either magnets 
or suction cups. These may 
be a good choice if there is 
no application-specific wiring 
harness available for your 
vehicle and you don’t want 
to go through the trouble 
(and expense) of installing a 
universal wiring kit or bulb-
and-socket system. 

The manufacturers men-
tioned throughout this guide 
can usually help with any 
electrical question or concern 
and help get you down the 
road safely and legally.

The non-bind-
ing Roadmaster 
Nighthawk tow bar 
is rated for 8,000 
pounds and inte-
grated LED lights 
increase visibility 
and safety.
roadmasterinc.com

Demco Excali-Bar 3 is rated up to 10,500 pounds and features a 1½-inch rise/drop receiver, 
plus an adjustable hitch head, for extra versatility. demco-products.com

The all-steel Blue Ox Apollo is rated up to 15,000 pounds and features non-binding latches 
for quick and easy disconnect on all terrains. blueox.com

“ A L W A Y S  A S K  W H A T  I S  I N C L U D E D  W I T H  T H E  T O W 
B A R  A N D  W H A T  E L S E  M A Y  B E  R E Q U I R E D . ”
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For more information, please visit 
www.camco.net

Rhino Tote Tanks are simple to use and transport. They wheel like a wagon or tow behind 
a golf cart or truck. These ready-to-use kits include everything needed to transport waste from 
your RV or trailer to a dump station when you’re parked too far away for an RV sewer hose. When 
not in use, they easily mount to your RV ladder. Available in 2 and 4-wheel versions.

Subscribe to our YouTube 
for tips & more outdoor products!
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TOTE TANKS

Once you’ve chosen the baseplate and tow bar, you’ve got what 
you need to make your dinghy vehicle towable, but there are some 
accessories that you should probably consider. For example, try 
hitching up to the motorhome and see if the tow bar is level. If it’s 
not level, you might need a drop/rise receiver adapter that can 
relocate the receiver opening up or down as needed. 

G U I D E  T O  D I N G H Y  T O W I N G

T H E  A C C E S S O R I E S

You would probably never closely 
follow a truck at high speeds (we 
hope not, anyway) but that’s es-
sentially what your dinghy vehicle 
will be doing when it’s connected to 
the motorhome. If you’ll be towing a 
new or well-preserved vehicle, you’ll 
probably want to protect it from rocks, 
gravel, tar, fresh paint, and who knows 
what else that can be kicked up from 
the motorhome’s rear wheels, right 
into the front of the dinghy. 

The RVi Tire Patrol TPMS
provides easy-to-read real-time updates 
on tire pressures and temperatures, plus 

alerts, for all  tires with sensors—including 
those on your dinghy vehicle. rvibrake.com
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THE GAS ENGINE 
GAME CHANGER

Get smarter and learn more at: liquidspring.com or call us at: (765) 474-7816

©2022 LiquidSpring, LLC

COME SEE US AT 
THE FMCA SHOW!

THE REVOLUTIONARY
LIQUIDSPRING®

SMART SUSPENSION
JUST GOT SMARTER

Luxury Car Ride.
Sports Car Handling.
Instantaneous Response.

A rock guard mounted to the 
rear of the motorhome is a good 
start, but for further protection, 
consider a product like the Blue Ox 
KarGard, Demco Sentry Deflector, 
or Roadmaster Guardian to ward off 
rocks and other debris. But first, check 
the dinghy vehicle’s owner’s manual to 
make sure the manufacturer doesn’t 
warn against the use of such products. 
Transmissions require a steady flow of 
air through the fluid cooler (located in 
the front of the engine compartment) 
and if the air is blocked by a shield, 
the transmission could overheat and 
become damaged. You can also have a 
detailing shop apply paint protection 
film to the front of the dinghy vehicle, 
which will help stop small incursions.

Accessory kits like this one from Blue Ox 
include additional components and wiring to 
complete the installation of a dinghy-towing 
setup. Cables and bulb and diode assemblies 
are just a few of the must-haves. blueox.com

The grille-mounted Roadmaster Guardian
is compatible with Roadmaster tow bars 
equipped with disconnects for easy in-
stallation and removal. roadmasterinc.com

The Roadmaster Tow Defender helps protect dinghy vehicles where the manufac-
turer has not approved use of a grille-mounted rock shield. roadmasterinc.com

LI
QU

ID
SP

RI
N

G 
LL

C,
 C

IR
CL

E 
12

0 
ON

 R
EA

DE
R 

SE
RV

IC
E 

CA
RD

R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  M A R C H  2 0 2 2  31

RVM2203 - Dinghy Guide.indd   1/17/22   3:00 PM   - 31 -    (Cyan)RVM2203 - Dinghy Guide.indd   1/17/22   3:00 PM   - 31 -    (Cyan)RVM2203 - Dinghy Guide.indd   1/17/22   3:00 PM   - 31 -    (Magenta)RVM2203 - Dinghy Guide.indd   1/17/22   3:00 PM   - 31 -    (Magenta)RVM2203 - Dinghy Guide.indd   1/17/22   3:00 PM   - 31 -    (Yellow)RVM2203 - Dinghy Guide.indd   1/17/22   3:00 PM   - 31 -    (Yellow)RVM2203 - Dinghy Guide.indd   1/17/22   3:00 PM   - 31 -    (BlacK)RVM2203 - Dinghy Guide.indd   1/17/22   3:00 PM   - 31 -    (BlacK)



G U I D E  T O  D I N G H Y  T O W I N G

J U S T  C H A R G E  I T
Whichever dinghy braking system you choose, 
check to make sure that it charges the dinghy’s 
battery while towing. If your dinghy brake is 
powered by the vehicle’s battery, but does 
not have a charging feature, your best bet is a 
charge-line kit. These will use the power from 
the motorhome’s electrical system to charge 
the dinghy vehicle while it is in transit. 

J U S T  C H A R G E  I T
Whichever dinghy braking system you choose, 
check to make sure that it charges the dinghy’s 
battery while towing. If your dinghy brake is 
powered by the vehicle’s battery, but does 
not have a charging feature, your best bet is a 
charge-line kit. These will use the power from 
the motorhome’s electrical system to charge 
the dinghy vehicle while it is in transit. 

1) The Brake Buddy Select 3 offers propor-
tional braking and remote adjustment from 

the motorhome cab. brakebuddy.com  
2) The Blue Ox Patriot 3 is an all-electric 
proportional system that also monitors 
brake pressure. blueox.com 3) RVibrake3 

includes the company’s Command Center 
tablet for easy proportional-braking setup 

and info via Wi-Fi. rvibrake.com 4) The 
Roadmaster Even Brake offers full-time 
proportional braking. roadmasterinc.com
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D I N G H Y  B R A K I N G

Another consideration is which type 
of braking system to buy. Just about 
everyone has towed a trailer at one 
time or another. A brake system helps 
maintain control of the trailer and can 
greatly shorten stopping distance, 
reducing the likelihood of an accident.

The same principles apply to 
a dinghy vehicle towed behind a 
motorhome, but we’d be willing to 
bet that you’d give anything for more 
braking power when you crest a 
highway rise at 60 mph and find the 
traffic ahead is at a dead stop. 

Besides the obvious safety aspect 
of a dinghy braking system, they’re also 
required by law in most of the United 
States and in all provinces in Canada. 

The most popular type of dinghy 
braking device is the portable system. 
These locate between the driver’s 
seat and the brake pedal and incor-
porate an arm and pedal clamp that 
depresses the vehicle’s brake pedal 
when the motorhome’s brakes are 
applied. Portable systems are a good 
option if you tow more than one 
vehicle or may be considering another 
dinghy vehicle in the future. Features 
vary greatly in portable systems, but 
proportional braking is a major benefit. 
Proportional braking means that the 
system in the dinghy is designed to 
mirror the brake application in the 
motorhome, both in timing and in the 
amount of force. As you brake harder, 
so does the dinghy braking system. 
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RELIABLE PROTECTION 
WHEN IT MATTERS

Dometic Deluxe SlideTopper
An RV’s slide-out room increases its value and versatility. Protect your investment 
and maintain its value with a Dometic SlideTopper. Dometic SlideToppers shield 
slide-out rooms from dirt and debris, help maintain the RV’s interior temperature, 
extend the life of the slide-out, and are easy to clean. 

To purchase, visit dometic.com or contact your local RV dealer.

Read more at dometic.com

The Dometic Adaptor Bracket lets you 
install a Dometic SlideTopper on any RV, 
even if it’s been prepped 
with another bracket. 
See your RV dealer 
for details.
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1Processing fee of $399 waived for refinance applications. Official fees such as title and registration fees, UCC filing fees, or any other 
state specific fees may apply.
2All loans subject to credit approval and loan program requirements.  Rates, terms and conditions subject to change at any time.
APR(s) (Annual Percentage Rate) available on: 5 year loan term, model year 2013 or newer, and for recreational use.  Loan payment 
example: a $60,000 5-year RV loan with an APR of 3.74% would result in 60 monthly payments of $1,097.97.  Individual rate and 
terms may vary based on loan purpose (purchase or refinance), amount, or term length; RV type, use, or model year.  APR in effect 
on the date the application is received is valid for 60 days.  RVs used for full-time living do not qualify for this offer; visit our website 
for applicable rates and terms.  For RV model years 2011 to 2012, add .25% to advertised rates; add 1.00% to advertised rates for truck 
campers, folding camping trailers and horse trailers with living quarters (listed in NADA guides); and reduce .25% from advertised 
rates for 100% electric motor RVs.  Each rate adjuster applies independently; multiple rate adjusters may apply for a single request.  
Maximum loan term is based on loan amount.  Maximum loan amount is calculated using an advance percentage determined by 
FICO score.  RV collateral value established using NADA guide wholesale value (without add-ons) including mileage adjustment (+/-); 
multiplied by 110%.  Certain fees, closing costs, and restrictions may apply.

.Good Sam Finance Center provided through Essex Credit, a division of Bank of the West
© 2022 Bank of the West | NMLS# 19116 | Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender  
Doing business in South Dakota as Bank of the West California. 

GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use of any of GSE, LLC’s 
trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GS017728 – 1121

Now may be a great time to 
refinance your current RV 

loan to lower your monthly 
payments! You can also 

finance a 2011 model year2

or newer RV when you 
purchase from a dealer or a 

private party seller. 

when you apply to 
refinance your RV loan!1

$399 processing
fee waived

Call 1.800.444.1476
TTY: 1.800.659.5495
(Mention priority code 512)

GoodSamRVLoans.com/512

Don't Wait!
Apply by

March 31, 2022

APR is fixed for the life of 
the loan. Other rates with 
different loan terms are 

available. Rates are accurate 
as of December 6, 2021. 

See our website for current 
rates and terms, as well as 

financing for Full-Timers and 
loan amounts below $15,000 

Recreational use 
APR2 as low as

on loan amounts
of $50k+

3.74

on loan amounts of 
$25k to $49,999

4.74

on loan amounts of 
$15k to $24,999

7.84

Other (typically less expensive) 
systems use “on/off” braking, which 
can cause a jerking sensation when 
the brakes are applied. It works and 
meets the legal brake requirements, 
but it’s not as smooth and can 
accelerate brake wear.

G U I D E  T O  D I N G H Y  T O W I N G

A permanently 
installed 
system is a 
great choice if 
you only tow 
one vehicle and 
plan to keep it 
for a long time. 
While the initial 
cost of these 
systems may 
be comparable to some portable 
units, they typically require several 
hours of labor to install, which 
must be factored into the overall 
cost. The upside is that, once 
installed, permanent systems 
remain in the vehicle and require 
very little preparation before 
towing; just plug in a power cord 
and/or quick-disconnect and the 
system is operational. Because 
permanent units tie into the air- 
or hydraulic-brake system in the 
motorhome and/or its electrical 
system (brake signal) to activate 
the brakes in the towed vehicle, 
they are inherently proportional. 
They are designed to be practically 
invisible, typically consisting of 
a small control unit that mounts 
underneath the hood or out of view 
in the passenger compartment.

Towing can be stressful, but 
with some careful planning and the 
right equipment, you’ll be able to 
enjoy the benefits of dinghy towing 
without the anxiety. 

RVibrake Shadow 
recognizes when 
you’re towing 
and goes to work. 
rvibrake.com
Brake Buddy 
Stealth actuator 
mounts in the 
dinghy; the 
controller is in 
the coach’s cab. 
brakebuddy.com
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TM

It’s all about time
Time to explore. Time to laugh.
Time to do nothing. Your time is precious.
You can trust Un-Duz-It™ professional solutions 
to save time for the most important things in life!

More time for
what matters

Learn more at
CLPRO.COM/RV

Use RV25 to save 25%
on your first order!

UN-DUZ-IT, CIRCLE 118 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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B U I C K  
Envision FWD/AWD 3,692 None  N/A Yes 24/22–31/29 $31,800–$42,200
Manufacturer’s Instructions: To prevent the battery from draining while the vehicle is being towed, remove fuses 29 and 32 (Body Control 
Module) from the instrument panel fuse block.

C A D I L L A C
Escalade, Escalade ESV 4WD 5,830  None N/A Yes  14/19 $78,000–$114,000
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles with a two-speed transfer case that have a N (neutral) and a 4N 
setting. Set the parking brake before shifting the transfer case to N (neutral). Turn off the engine, place the vehicle in ACC/ACCESSORY mode 
by pressing the start button without stepping on the brake pedal, release the parking brake, take the mechanical key with you for re-entry, 
disconnect the negative battery cable at the battery and secure the nut and bolt, cover the negative battery post with a nonconductive material 
to prevent any contact with the negative battery terminal, move the steering wheel to make sure the steering column is unlocked. See the 
owner’s manual for additional details.

C H E V R O L E T
Colorado 4WD 4,173 None N/A Yes 18/28 $27,100–$44,200
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles with a two-speed transfer case that have a neutral position and a 
four-wheel-drive low setting. Shift the transfer case to N (neutral). Negative battery cable must be disconnected and covered with nonconduc-
tive material. Keep the ignition in the ACC/ACCESSORY to prevent the steering column from locking. Shift the transmission to Park.

Equinox FWD/AWD 3,274  65 mph/None N/A Yes 26/31–25/30 $25,800–$32,600
Manufacturer’s Instructions: For vehicles being dinghy towed, the vehicle should be run at the beginning of each day and at each RV fuel stop 
for about five minutes. This will ensure proper lubrication of transmission components. If equipped with AWD, engage the AWD system and 
confirm that it is on. Shift the transmission to N (neutral).  Put the vehicle into ACC/ACCESSORY by pressing ENGINE START/STOP one time 
without the brake pedal applied. An amber light will appear in the button when in ACC/ACCESSORY mode. The chime will ring continuously for 
30 minutes. Leave the transmission in N (neutral). Turn off all accessories that are not needed.

Malibu 3,126  65 mph/None N/A Yes* 22/33 $23,400–$33,500
Manufacturer’s Instructions: *Only model with the 2.0-liter engine can be towed. Disconnect the negative battery cable. Run engine at the 
beginning of each day and at each RV fuel stop for about five minutes. This will ensure proper lubrication of transmission components.

Silverado 1500 4WD 4,730 None N/A Yes TBD $36,395
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles with a two-speed transfer case that have an N (neutral) and a four-
wheel-drive Low setting. If equipped with an ignition key, turn the ignition to ACC/ACCESSORY. If equipped with Keyless Access, turn the engine 
off. Disregard the Shift to P (park) DIC message. Disconnect and cover the negative battery post and cable with nonconductive material. If the 
battery is left connected or the battery cable contacts the post, the Electric Parking Brake may activate during towing, which could cause a 
crash. Shift the transmission to P (park).

Silverado 2500 HD 4WD 6,418  None N/A Yes TBD $39,500–$63,300
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles with a two-speed transfer case that have an N (neutral) and a four-
wheel-drive Low setting. If equipped with an ignition key, turn the ignition to ACC/ACCESSORY. If equipped with Keyless Access, turn the engine 
off. Disregard the Shift to P (park) DIC message. Disconnect the negative battery cable and cover negative battery post with nonconductive 
material. If the battery is left connected or the battery cable contacts the post, the Electric Parking Brake may activate during towing, which 
could cause a crash. Shift the transmission to P (park).

Silverado 3500 HD 4WD 6,528  None N/A Yes TBD $40,700–$65,700
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles with a two-speed transfer case that have an N (neutral) and a four-
wheel-drive Low setting. If equipped with an ignition key, turn the ignition to ACC/ACCESSORY. If equipped with Keyless Access, turn the engine 
off. Disregard the Shift to P (park) DIC message. Disconnect the negative battery cable and cover negative battery post with nonconductive 
material. If the battery is left connected or the battery cable contacts the post, the Electric Parking Brake may activate during towing, which 
could cause a crash. Shift the transmission to P (park).

MAKE/MODEL BASE CURB
WEIGHT LBS.

SPEED/DISTANCE
LIMITS

TOWABLE
W/ MANUAL TRANS.

TOWABLE
W/ AUTO TRANS.

MILEAGE
CITY/HWY.

APPROX. RETAIL
PRICE RANGE
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Spark 2,266 70 mph/None Yes No 29/38 $13,600–$18,100
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Shift the transmission to N (neutral).  Disconnect the negative battery cable and cover the negative battery ter-
minal post with a nonconductive material.

Suburban 4WD  5,824 None N/A Yes 14/26 $55,995–$76,595
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles that have an N (neutral) and a four-wheel-drive Low setting. With the 
transmission in D (drive), turn the ignition to ACC/ACCESSORY. If equipped with Keyless Access, turn the engine off. Disconnect the negative 
battery cable and cover post with nonconductive material. Shift the transmission to P (park).

Tahoe 4WD  5,661 None N/A Yes 14/26 $53,295–$73,895
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles that have an N (neutral) and a four-wheel-drive Low setting. With the 
transmission in D (drive), turn the ignition to ACC/ACCESSORY. If equipped with Keyless Access, turn the engine off. Disconnect the negative 
battery cable and cover post with nonconductive material. Shift the transmission to P (park).

Traverse FWD 4,310 65 mph/None N/A Yes 18/27 $35,475–$66,275
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Remove the shift lever boot by pulling up on the rear of the trim plate. Use a small screwdriver or tool to press and 
hold the manual release button on the rear right. Put the vehicle in N (neutral). For vehicles being dinghy towed, the vehicle should be run at the 
beginning of each day and at each RV fuel stop for about five minutes. This will ensure proper lubrication of transmission components. Once the 
destination is reached, reinstall the shift lever boot. Start the engine and let it idle for more than three minutes before driving the vehicle.

D O D G E
Durango AWD 4,884  None N/A Yes  18/25 $38,075 base,  
      SRT $66,670 base
Manufacturer’s Instructions: AWD models with two-speed transfer case only (not available in V-6 models). Transmission in P (park), transfer 
case must be set to N (neutral). 

F O R D
Bronco 4,319  None Yes  Yes 17/18 $29,300–$49,475
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Requires two-speed transfer case. Place the transfer case in the N (neutral) tow position to engage the four-
wheel-down towing feature—refer to owner’s manual to follow procedure.

Edge 4,525  65 mph/None N/A Yes 21/28 $43,265
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Start the engine and allow it to run for five minutes at the beginning of each day and every six hours thereafter. 
Activate Manual Park Release (MPR)—refer to owner’s manual to follow procedures.

Escape Hybrid 3,554  70 mph/None N/A Yes 44/37 $28,265–$33,550
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Select “Stay In Neutral” mode—refer to owner’s manual transmission and towing sections to follow procedures. 
Start the engine and allow it to run for one minute at the beginning of each day and every six hours thereafter. 

Escape Plug-In Hybrid 3,884  70 mph/None N/A Yes N/A $33,075
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Select “Stay In Neutral” mode—refer to owner’s manual transmission and towing sections to follow procedures. 
Start the engine and allow it to run for one minute at the beginning of each day and every six hours thereafter. 

Expedition/Expedition MAX 4WD 5,623/5,794 None N/A Yes 17/22–16/21 $53,160–$81,815
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Requires two-speed transfer case. Place the transfer case in the N (neutral) position to engage the four-wheel-
down towing feature—refer to owner’s manual to follow procedure.

F-150 4WD  4,275  None N/A Yes 16/27 $34,635–$77,760
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Place the transfer case in the N (neutral) tow position to engage the four-wheel-down towing feature—refer to 
owner’s manual to follow procedure. 

F-250/F-350/F-450 Super Duty 4WD 6,112  None N/A Yes  N/A $39,285–$93,565
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Place the transfer case in the N (neutral) tow position to engage the four-wheel-down towing feature—refer to 
owner’s manual to follow procedure.

Maverick Hybrid  3,674  None N/A Yes 42/33 $19,995–$25,860  
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Recreational flat towing is possible with the hybrid model only. Front-wheel-drive EcoBoost models must have 
the front wheels on a two-wheel dolly, while all-wheel-drive models must be on a trailer with all four wheels off the ground. Emergency flat 
towing is possible, but there are special restrictions.
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Ranger 4WD 4,354  None N/A Yes 20/24 $28,570–$38,675
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Place the transfer case in the N (neutral) tow position to engage the four-wheel-down towing feature—refer to 
owner’s manual to follow procedure.

G M C
Canyon/Canyon Denali 4WD  4,180 None N/A Yes 19/24 $33,395 base
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles with a two-speed transfer case that have a N (neutral) position and 
a four-wheel-drive Low setting. Shift the transfer case to N (neutral). Negative battery cable must be disconnected and covered with noncon-
ductive material. Keep the ignition in the ACC/ACCESSORY to prevent the steering column from locking. Shift the transmission to P (park).

Sierra Limited 1500 4WD 4,650 None N/A Yes 15/20 $37,495 base
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles with a two-speed transfer case that have an N (neutral) position and 
a four-wheel-drive Low setting. If equipped with an ignition key, turn the ignition to ACC/ACCESSORY. If equipped with Keyless Access, turn the 
engine off. Disconnect the negative battery cable and cover post/cable with nonconductive material.

Sierra/Sierra Denali 1500 4WD 4,650 None N/A Yes 15/20 35,800 base
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles with a two-speed transfer case that have an N (neutral) position and 
a four-wheel-drive Low setting. If equipped with an ignition key, turn the ignition to ACC/ACCESSORY. If equipped with Keyless Access, turn the 
engine off. Disconnect the negative battery cable and cover post/cable with nonconductive material.

Sierra/Sierra Denali 2500 HD 4WD 6,418 None N/A Yes N/A $41,695 base
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles with a two-speed transfer case that have an N (neutral) and a four-
wheel-drive Low setting. If equipped with an ignition key, turn the ignition to ACC/ACCESSORY. If equipped with Keyless Access, turn the engine 
off. Disregard the Shift to P (park) DIC message. Disconnect the negative battery cable and cover cable/post with nonconductive material. If 
the battery is left connected or the battery cable contacts the post, the Electric Parking Brake may activate during towing, which could cause a 
crash. Shift the transmission to P (park).

Sierra/Sierra Denali 3500 HD 4WD 6,528 None N/A Yes N/A $42,395 base
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles with a two-speed transfer case that have an N (neutral) and a four-
wheel-drive Low setting. If equipped with an ignition key, turn the ignition to ACC/ACCESSORY. If equipped with Keyless Access, turn the engine 
off. Disregard the Shift to P (park) DIC message. Disconnect the negative battery cable and cover cable/post with nonconductive material. If 
the battery is left connected or the battery cable contacts the post, the Electric Parking Brake may activate during towing, which could cause a 
crash. Shift the transmission to P (park).

Yukon/Yukon Denali, Yukon XL/  5,661 None N/A Yes 16/20 $52,595 base 
Yukon XL Denali 4WD
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only dinghy tow four-wheel-drive vehicles that have an N (neutral) and a four-wheel-drive Low setting. With the 
transmission in D (drive), turn the ignition to ACC/ACCESSORY. If equipped with Keyless Access, turn the engine off. Disconnect the negative 
battery cable and cover negative battery post with nonconductive material.

J E E P
Cherokee 4WD (Active Drive II) 4,250 None N/A Yes 18/24 $36,795 
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only 4x4 models with two-speed Power Transfer Unit (Active Drive II) may be towed. Transmission in P (park), 
Power Transfer Unit in N (neutral). Ensure that the Auto Park Brake feature is disabled before towing to avoid inadvertent Electric Park Brake  
engagement. See the owner’s manual for additional details.

Gladiator  4,650 None Yes Yes 3.6L MTX: 16/23 $35,315–$47,260 
     3.6L ATX: 17/22 
       3.0L Diesel: 21/27
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Automatic transmission in P (park). Manual transmission in gear (NOT IN NEUTRAL). Transfer case in N (neutral). 
Tow in forward direction. 

Grand Cherokee WK 4WD 4,746 None N/A Yes 18/25 $43,690
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only Quadra-Trac II and Quadra-Drive II four-wheel-drive models can be towed. Transmission in P (park), trans-
fer case in N (neutral). Disconnect negative batttery cable.
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Grand Cherokee 4WD/Grand Cherokee L 4,747 None N/A Yes 3.6L: 19/26 $51,275–$60,895 
     5.7L: 14/22 
     3.6L (L): 18/25  
     5.7L (L): 14/22 
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only Quadra-Trac II and Quadra-Drive II four-wheel-drive models can be towed. Transmission in P (park), trans-
fer case in N (neutral). Disconnect negative batttery cable.

Wrangler 3,948  None Yes Yes 3.6L MTX: 17/25 $29,725–$40,500 
     2.0L ATX: 22/24 
     3.6L ATX: 20/24 
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Automatic transmission in P (park). Manual transmission in gear (NOT IN NEUTRAL). Transfer case in N (neutral). 

Wrangler Unlimited 4,196  None Yes Yes 3.6L MTX: 17/23 $33,225–$44,000  
     2.0L ATX: 21/24 
     3.6L ATX: 19/24 
     3.0L Diesel: 22/29 
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Automatic transmission in P (park). Manual transmission in gear (NOT IN NEUTRAL). Transfer case in N (neutral). 

Wrangler Unlimited 4xe Plug-In Hybrid 5,100  None Yes Yes 49/20 $52,530–$56,230
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Automatic transmission in P (park). Manual transmission in gear (NOT IN NEUTRAL). Transfer case in N (neutral). 

Wrangler Unlimited Rubicon 392 5,103  None Yes Yes 13/17 $74,800
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Automatic transmission in P (park). Manual transmission in gear (NOT IN NEUTRAL). Transfer case in N (neutral). 

L I N C O L N
Corsair Grand Touring Plug-In Hybrid 3,702  70 mph/None N/A Yes 78 /33  $50,130
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Select ”Stay In Neutral” mode—refer to owner’s manual transmission and towing sections to follow procedures. 
Start the engine and allow it to run for one minute at the beginning of each day and every six hours thereafter.

Nautilus  4,545  65 mph/None N/A Yes 21/29 $54,535–$64,840
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Only 2.7-liter twin-turbocharged model is towable. Start the engine and allow it to run for five minutes at the 
beginning of each day and every six hours thereafter. Activate Manual Park Release (MPR)—refer to owner’s manual to follow procedure.

Navigator 4x4  5,855  None N/A Yes 16/21 $79,710 
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Vehicle equipped with optional Heavy-Duty Trailer Tow Package and two-speed transfer case only. Shift the 
transfer case in N (neutral). Refer to owner’s manual to follow procedure.

N I S S A N
Versa 2,599  None/500 miles Yes No 27/35 $15,080 base
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Always tow with the manual transmission in N (neutral). After towing 500 miles, start and idle the engine with 
the transmission in N (neutral) for two minutes. 

R A M
1500 4WD 4,994  None N/A Yes 20/25 $37,900 base
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Automatic transmission in P (park). Transfer case in N (neutral). Tow in a forward direction. See owner’s manual for details.

2500 4WD 6,316  None N/A Yes N/A $39,980 base
Manufacturer’s Instructions:  Automatic transmission in P (park). Transfer case in N (neutral). Tow in a forward direction.

3500 4WD 6,402  None N/A Yes N/A $38,345–$66,085
Manufacturer’s Instructions: Automatic transmission in P (park). Transfer case in N (neutral). Tow in a forward direction. 
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10/10*/9
The resort has achieved 
a near-perfect rating 
from the Good Sam 
Guide Series for the 
facility, overall cleanli-
ness, and visual appeal.

If the allure of a beach getaway still leaves 
you wanting more, allow us to seal the deal 

with even more white-sand wonder.

SPECIAL SITES
Ask about the Tiki Hut or 
Beach Suite Hideaway, 
both of which include 
an on-site travel trailer, 
unbeatable views, and so 
much more.

PETS PLUS 
Pets are welcome at 
the resort, which even 
offers a pair of off-leash 
dog runs. On-leash 
dog walking is allowed 
throughout the resort. 

Reasons You’ll 
Want to Stay!3 

  IN THE KNOW

B Y  K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E R

 Life’s a beach! Pensacola Beach RV 
Resort is located on the shores of the Santa 
Rosa Sound, so the whimsical tiki theme 
makes perfect sense. Relax and let your 
cares sail away with the tide.  

PENSACOLA BEACH 
RV RESORT

What’s more, visitors are within 
walking distance of Casino Beach, 
the gulf pier, the boardwalk, shops, 
restaurants, and world-class enter-
tainment venues.

But if you decide to stay behind for 
the weekend at the resort, there’s no 
FOMO (fear of missing out), because 
Pensacola Beach RV Resort has 
everything you need for a relaxing 
beach vacation. Waterfront sites offer 
beach access with complimentary 
chairs and umbrellas. In fact, the 
resort has its own beach right on 
the shores of the Santa Rosa Sound. 
There’s also a clubhouse, a pool, a 
Sneaky Tiki Bar, two playgrounds, and 
a scenic dock for sunset viewing or 
fishing. Each of the 72 sites are full-
hookup, and 60 feet long. All of them 
deliver that cool beach vibe.
pensacolarvresorts.com

March means many things, from the dawning of spring to the 
colorful explosions in gardens and fields to new beginnings for young and 
old. It also means beach season! And what better place to kick off the 
season than Florida’s Pensacola Beach RV Resort? Located on the scenic 
barrier island of Pensacola Beach, the resort is just steps away from the 
beautiful white-sand beaches and warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 

PERFECT PARKS
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The new Micro Minnie FLX integrates five innovative technologies to provide all the 
comforts of home for up to five days — without a generator or external hook-ups.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE NEW MICRO MINNIE FLX AND SIGN UP FOR 

UPDATES ON ITS AVAILABILITY AT WINNEBAGO.COM/INSIDER

©2021 Winnebago

ALL THOSE CAMPSITES 
WITHOUT HOOK-UPS 
JUST HUNG OUT THE 
WELCOME SIGN.

WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES, CIRCLE 133 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Imagine: A pristine vista at the top of a range of 
rolling mountains, the valley and emerald hilltops 
bathed in golden light while a breeze twists 
through the grass alongside the trail as it brings 
the scent of the ocean over the golden peaks of 
cliffs and rocks. It’s quiet aside from the chatter of 
birds, the serenity only interrupted by the sound of 
boots on the grit of the trail. 

Sounds perfect, right? What I’ve described is 
the trail to Eagle Rock, part of Topanga State Park 
in Southern California. The park is nestled in the 
Santa Monica Mountains and can be found just a 
quick ocean-side drive from the hustle and bustle 
of Los Angeles. It’s in these mountains in 2014 
that Parks Project co-founders Keith Eshelman 
and Sevag Kazanci first conceived of a company 
built on the protection of some of the most 
beautiful places in America: our parks. It was a 
day spent volunteering and cleaning up these very 
mountains that led Keith and Sevag along their 
very own trail that would become their company, 
Parks Project. From this simple idea, Keith and 

Sevag’s brand grew, collaborating with well-known 
companies like Vans, artists like Shepard Fairey, 
and bands like the Lumineers and Grateful Dead.

Today, that company has more than 20 
employees, over 700,000 followers on Instagram, 
and a volunteer program with participants across 
the country who have logged more than 5,500 
hours in support of our parks. Parks Project has 
made a business out of doing a little to make 
a big difference. They’ve volunteered time in 
national parks like Washington’s Olympic and 
spent time in smaller parks close to home like 
Ballona Wetlands and Baldwin Hills in Los Angeles 
County, California. Alongside that, they’ve spent 
time getting to know the people who support 
the brand, encouraging them to do their best to 
support the brand’s mission and motto: Leave it 
better than you found it. 

If you’re looking for ways to support public 
lands near you, check to see if Parks Project has a 
volunteer event out your way by visiting parksproj-
ect.us/pages/get-involved-with-parks-project. 
Or if you’re looking to visit a park, the Park Finder 
has everything you need to help plan your next 
adventure at parksproject.us/pages/park-finder. 

 ALL FOR ONE!
Parks Project’s Volunteer 

Alliance encourages 
everyone to give back 

to their local park. Here, 
an enthusiastic group 

does trail maintenance in 
Angeles National Forest in 

Southern California’s San 
Gabriel Mountains.

Eight years ago Parks Project 
was built on the idea to protect 
America’s parks.

Parks
ProjectParks

B Y  A B B E Y 
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jayco.com/jay-flight

JAY FLIGHT
#1 SELLING TRAVEL TRAILER FOR 15 YEARS

Jayco - Part of the Jayco Family of Companies

#1 Selling Travel Trailer For 15 Years

• Goodyear® tires
• Plywood construction in the floor, roof, bed and bunk bases
• Integrated A-frame on all models
• Dark tinted windows for privacy and UV protection

• JaySMART™ (Safety Marker And Reverse Travel) exterior lighting

FEATURES

First introduced in 2002, the Jay Flight Travel Trailer has been one of the longest-running, 
most successful RV brands ever. The Jay Flight combines Jayco’s legendary construction 
with the most popular floorplans and unique features tailored to family camping trips. 
Fresh interior design choices for 2022 and smart RV technology are sure to keep Jay 
Flight among the most sought-after trailers on the market.

THE JAYCO
DIFFERENCE

 At Jayco we pride ourselves in having a robust and 
thorough PDI process. Every day units come off the 
manufacturing lines and are sent to our PDI facility for 
a detailed inspection. A team of selected professionals 
inspects over 100 points of the interior and exterior 
and all functions including lights, TV, radio, slides 
and awnings. We don’t stop there. At the last point of 
inspection, all tanks are filled to ensure they function 
properly. Pre-delivery inspections are just another 
Jayco Difference that helps give our consumers peace 
of mind while on the road and at camp.

Pre-Delivery Inspection

Due to continual research and advances, manufacturer reserves the right to change specifications, design, price, and equipment without notice, 
and assumes no responsibility for any error in the literature. Some items shown are not included as standard or optional equipment. JAYCO, CIRCLE 115 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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  IN THE KNOW

A full-time RVer combines her love 
of knitting and travel to create her 

dream business.

THE NOMADIC 
KNITTER

Krista, a full-time RVer traveling the US with her 
husband, Garner, describes their lifestyle as a bit crazy 
but the risk they took selling their house and moving into 

a 26-foot trailer was so worth it. Krista is able to combine two 
passions—knitting and travel—and also created her niche 
business, knitting for the film industry.

“Knitsy,” as her hubby affectionately calls her, had been an 
elementary school teacher, but her passion for knitting was 
always at the forefront. She taught knitting classes at yarn 
shops, she knits to relax, and even knits while waiting in lines. 

B Y  D O N Y A  C A R L S O N

It’s not unusual to see 
her with yarn coming out 
of the bag slung over her 
shoulder while she’s out and 
about. “I’ll walk around an 
aquarium with yarn hanging 
off me,” she laughs.

She got her start in the 
film industry when a friend 
passed along a posting 
on Craigslist looking for a 
knitter, which turned out to 
be from a costume designer 
requesting a hand-knit piece 
for a movie. This opened 
Krista’s eyes to a need 
in Hollywood for quality 
hand-knitted costumes, so 
she attended events to get 
her business card into the 
hands of costume designers.

A year later she was 
hired to knit sweaters for 
the TV series “The Mindy 
Project.” She has knit pieces 
for commercials, crocheted 
a shawl for the movie TAG, 
and crocheted the sleeves 
on the outfit for Sarah 
Jessica Parker’s character in 
Hocus Pocus 2 (scheduled to 
be released later this year). 
She discovered that larger 
businesses, like the film 

BIZ RV

KNIT
HAPPENS

The decision to sell 
everything and move 
into an RV full time 
wasn’t an easy one, 

but the desire to 
change their way of 

living inspired them. 
And it’s not always 

perfect, but it was the 
perfect decision for 

this nomadic couple. 
Krista’s “portable” job 
allows her the freedom 
to explore. Above is her 
Fairbanks hat that she’s 
modeling in Fairbanks, 
Alaska. The pattern is 

available for free on her 
website, or look for the 

video tutorial on 
knittingrockstar.com.

industry, appreciate these 
unique pieces, the time and 
effort that goes into making 
them, and pay her well.

Just Do It!
Convincing her husband 
to quit his job and hit the 
road in an RV “took a bit of 
needling, but eventually I got 
him to accept that this was 
happening. The clincher was 
when he figured out that he 
could retire at 49.” The idea 
had already taken root with 
Krista long before while she 
was sitting on the couch at 
their home in Los Angeles 
and knitting a sweater for 
a Hollywood project. While 
watching yet again another 
travel show she realized that 
she could be out there having 

Krista and Garner haul their 
two-seater Polaris RZR for 
off-road exploring. It’s often used 
to check out boondocking areas 
before taking their RV down un-
known roads. Helper Phinny sits 
under a yarn swift, while Krista 
winds skeins into “cakes” of yarn.
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these adventures since she could do her job from anywhere. 
“There’s so much in this country to see, and why would we 

want to wait and maybe eventually get to it? Let’s just do it now!” 
So they bought a 2017 Grand Design 
Imagine 2600RB and off they went. 
“To say that we love our trailer would 
be an understatement!”

Krista’s parents have owned 
various Class A motorhomes, so 
she grew up with RVs. Her dad, an 
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electrical engineer, has done a lot of upgrades in Krista and 
Garner’s Imagine such as installing a washer and dryer; solar 
panels and an inverter for off-grid camping; and “the real game-
changer,” a toilet with a heated seat. Phinny, their cat, even has a 
luxury loo with a light and fan!

“I’ve got yarn stuffed into every nook and cranny of our RV,” 
she says. The success of her business also “depends upon being 
able to receive, mail things out, and a couch to sit on.” She says 
that her job “can be very high stress and I have to deliver. I’ve 
pulled overnighters so many times because a second piece is 
needed for a stunt double in half the time.” She once knitted two 
sweaters in two days for a sausage commercial. 

Her business focus has shifted a bit as she is spending more 
time on photography and writing about their travel experiences. 
She and Garner usually stay for a month in each place so that they 
have time to weave their interests into where they travel, like 
getting in plenty of hiking. Whether they’re boondocking, staying in 
a cushy RV resort, or overnighting in a casino’s parking lot, having 
the time to explore their surroundings is a priority. 

Krista teaches online tutorials for individual projects as well 
as beginning courses. She also offers free patterns on her website 
and tips for knitting for the film industry. Krista never imagined her 
passion for knitting would turn into a career, but she’s thrilled she 
can combine her number one hobby with her love of travel.
@explorewithknitsy, knittingrockstar.com, explorewithknitsy.com 

TOP THIS: 
SAN ANTONIO 
HAT AT THE 

TOWER 
OF THE 

AMERICAS

ASA ELECTRONICS, CIRCLE 103 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Kayaks

G OTTA H AV E IT  |  N EW PR ODUC TS

SOME GREAT OUTDOOR 
GEAR TO HELP YOU ENJOY 
YOUR NEXT ADVENTURE.

Ah, spring. The snow has melted (for the most part), 
the sun is shining, the birds are chirping, and the open 
road beckons. Whether your RV has been in storage or 
out braving the elements, the changing of the seasons 
means it’s time to enjoy warmer-weather activities, 
like water sports, bike rides, go-karts, and the like. But 
with the seemingly endless selections of adventure 
gear out there, where to begin? You’ve come to the 
right place. We’ve rounded up some of our favorites 
here to help you on your way. All products are available 
at Camping World, or online at campingworld.com. 

B Y  K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E R

It’s tough to beat a day on the water, gliding on the surface, 
tackling the rapids, or even wetting a line in search of the big 
one. A kayak offers all that, and more, and can be easy on 
the storage space in your RV or tow vehicle.

If you’re new to the kayak game and aren’t sure what 
exactly you need, kayak packages are perfect for beginners 
who don’t want the hassle of all the different paddle sizes and 
colors and just want to get out on the water. Packaged deals 
are available for both solid and inflatable paddleboards as well. PH
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Life’s  Better Outside
GEAR TO HELP YOU ENJOY 

It’s tough to beat a day on the water, gliding on the surface, 
tackling the rapids, or even wetting a line in search of the big 
one. A kayak offers all that, and more, and can be easy on 

If you’re new to the kayak game and aren’t sure what 
exactly you need, kayak packages are perfect for beginners 
who don’t want the hassle of all the different paddle sizes and 
colors and just want to get out on the water. Packaged deals 
are available for both solid and inflatable paddleboards as well.
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Whether you’re kayaking for 
recreation or for fi shing, a life 

vest is a must. Onyx Paddle Vests 
feature low-profi le, paddle-specifi c 

foam, and mesh panels accom-
modate most kayak (and canoe) 

seats and are designed to increase 
breathability while you’re paddling. 

Available in a variety of colors, in 
sizes for men and women.

Carry your kayak on the top of 
almost any car with the Pelican 

Kayak Car Topper. This car topper 
includes heavy-duty adjustable 
straps and nonskid foam blocks 

to safely and easily carry your 
kayak. The kit includes two 

soft foam pads, two straps with 
metal hooks, two small straps 
with buckles and metal hooks, 

one strap with a buckle, and one 
convenient mesh storage bag.

Lifetime Hydros 85
The Lifetime Hydros Kayak is a sit-on-top kayak designed with safety 
and stability at the forefront. The kayak is constructed of blow-molded 
high-density polyethylene (HDPE) making it durable, UV-protected, and 
impact-resistant. The lightweight, 40-pound design, front T-handle, 
and convenient center carry handle make it easy to transport. With 
shock cord straps and multiple footrest positions the Hydros has plenty 
of extras to enhance your paddling experience.

Seaflo Kayak with Paddle 
The Seaflo Sit-on-Top Kayak comes with a 
hard plastic backrest for extra comfort when 
paddling. A tail wheel built into the kayak, 
plus front and rear handles, make it easy to 
transport. Blow-molded polyethylene construc-
tion makes the Seaflo super lightweight, while 
the slim hull design increases speed. The rocket head and arch shape 

easily break the waves and ensure excellent maneuverability. 
The Seaflo comes with a durable 86.6-inch aluminum 

paddle for increased control.

transport. Blow-molded polyethylene construc-

Lifetime Hydros 85
The Lifetime Hydros Kayak is a sit-on-top kayak designed with safety 
and stability at the forefront. The kayak is constructed of blow-molded 
high-density polyethylene (HDPE) making it durable, UV-protected, and 
impact-resistant. The lightweight, 40-pound design, front T-handle, 
and convenient center carry handle make it easy to transport. With 
shock cord straps and multiple footrest positions the Hydros has plenty 
of extras to enhance your paddling experience.

Seaflo Kayak with Paddle 
The Seaflo Sit-on-Top Kayak comes with a 
hard plastic backrest for extra comfort when 
paddling. A tail wheel built into the kayak, 
plus front and rear handles, make it easy to 
transport. Blow-molded polyethylene construc-
tion makes the Seaflo super lightweight, while tion makes the Seaflo super lightweight, while 
the slim hull design increases speed. The rocket head and arch shape 

easily break the waves and ensure excellent maneuverability. 

To complete your new kayak experience, you’ll need a paddle (even with the 
pedal-drive; you never know). We suggest pairing your Big Fish with the 
Feelfree Camo Series Angler Paddle. It’s available in 230 cm or 240 cm 
lengths, and in four camo colorways— Blue, Desert, Lime, and Winter.

KAYAK LIFE VESTS

PELICAN KAYAK CAR TOPPER


Measuring 8 feet, 9 inches 

long and off ering increased 
stability, the Seafl o is a great 
choice for beginners and old 

pros alike!pros alike!pros alike!

Fishing Kayak 
The 3 Waters Big Fish series offers 
all the features and performance 
you’d expect from a high-dollar kay-
ak, but at a price that’s easy on your 
budget. The Big Fish 103 is specially 
designed to accommodate the Pro 
Fish Pedal Drive, which features an 
intuitive eight-ball steering system, 
an oversized Beaver Tail rudder for 

hands-free propulsion, and an EZ 
Rider Seat for all-day comfort. At a 
compact 10 feet 6 inches in length 
but still sporting a capacity of 397 
pounds, the Big Fish 103 can be 
used as a primary fishing vessel 
or even a comfortable recreational 
boat for the whole family to enjoy.
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Segway Dirt eBike X160
The Segway Dirt eBike X160 is an electric-powered dirt bike 
that delivers superior off-road performance and a top speed of 
31.1 mph. It’s compact, lightweight, and easy-to-maintain, plus 
the fast-charge quick-swap battery takes only 5 hours for a 
full charge and delivers a 40.4-mile 
range. The battery is also swappable 
and can be exchanged for a new fully 
charged battery in seconds.

Electric Powersports
Electric-powered vehicles are fast becoming the hottest form of travel. eMopeds 
and eBikes are quickly overtaking their gas-powered counterparts due to ease of use 
and lack of fuel odor, while electric go-karts are about as cool as it gets.

Segway Ninebot Gokart PRO
Experience go-karting like never before with a racing-inspired seat, 
aerodynamic rear wing, high-traction steering, and power oversteer 
drifting TPE rear tires. Reaching speeds of up to 23 mph, 
the Ninebot’s customized high-end brushless motor 
uses pure copper coil and features reduced internal 
resistance, heat, and electricity loss, improving 
cruising capacity. Typical range is about 15.5 
miles; plus, it’s collapsible, which makes it easy 
to bring along in your RV.

Segway eMoped C80
The first-ever eMoped built by Segway, the C80 features an 1,152-watt-hour 
(Wh) lithium-ion battery offering up to a 47-mile radius on a single charge. 
With an array of new functions such as the Airlock System (which makes your 
smartphone the ignition key), NFC Tag, Smart Seat Detection, and Auto-Lock 
Mode, the eMoped C80 also comes with four built-in, anti-theft mechanisms 
when parked and locked, giving you peace of mind wherever you are.

Segway Dirt eBike X160
The Segway Dirt eBike X160 is an electric-powered dirt bike 

Electric-powered vehicles are fast becoming the hottest form of travel. eMopeds 
and eBikes are quickly overtaking their gas-powered counterparts due to ease of use 

The first-ever eMoped built by Segway, the C80 features an 1,152-watt-hour 

With an array of new functions such as the Airlock System (which makes your 
smartphone the ignition key), NFC Tag, Smart Seat Detection, and Auto-Lock 
Mode, the eMoped C80 also comes with four built-in, anti-theft mechanisms Mode, the eMoped C80 also comes with four built-in, anti-theft mechanisms 

RAIDER RX1
ADULT MX HELMET

RAIDER MX
OFF-ROAD GOGGLE

RAIDER GX3 YOUTH
MX HELMET

RAIDER MX OFF-ROAD 
YOUTH GOGGLE

Keep the sand out of junior’s 
eyes while you hit the trails 

together. The MX Youth Goggle 
is just like dad’s (or mom’s), and 
includes an anti-fog coating for 

a safe, clear view.

Why should adults have all the 
fun? The GX3 Youth MX Helmet 

shares many features with 
its older RX1 sibling and has 

removable and washable cheek 
pads to ensure multiday usage.

Designed to fit over most 
glasses, the MX features a 

single clear, impact-resistant 
lens and double loop strap 

adjustment to help keep debris 
from ruining your day. 

The lightweight Raider RX1 
Adult MX Helmet features inte-
grated intake and exhaust vent-
ing to keep the fresh air flowing, 
plus large, nonslip goggle pads 

and a removable soft liner.

Segway Dirt eBike X160
The Segway Dirt eBike X160 is an electric-powered dirt bike 
that delivers superior off-road performance and a top speed of 
31.1 mph. It’s compact, lightweight, and easy-to-maintain, plus 
the fast-charge quick-swap battery takes only 5 hours for a 
full charge and delivers a 40.4-mile 
range. The battery is also swappable 
and can be exchanged for a new fully 
charged battery in seconds.

when parked and locked, giving you peace of mind wherever you are.when parked and locked, giving you peace of mind wherever you are.

Unleash your inner Formula One driver and tap 
into nostalgia with an electric go-kart!
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Gas-Powered 
Minibikes Bicycles

The rugged Coleman Powersports 
Trail200U Mini Bike is built with a 
sturdy metal frame and racks that 

will provide years of fun on the trail. 
Low-pressure tires provide a soft stable 

ride. The Trail200U Mini Bike features 
a rugged proven clutch jackshaft chain 

drive and rear drum hand-operated 
brake. The weight limit is 200 pounds.

Hit the trails in style with the impres-
sive Coleman Powersports 196cc Mini 

Trail Bike, CT200U-EXR, which includes 
a headlight, extra storage in the faux 
gas tank, plus a proven clutch, jack-

shaft, and chain drive. The weight limit 
is 200 pounds.

The Coleman Powersports BT200X Mini 
Bike features the Big Tube (BT) design 

with a little weight added for increased 
stability while riding. The front forks 

and dual-front-end suspension increase 
ride comfort and handling. The pull-

start 196cc engine provides plenty of 
power for your exploring. The weight 

limit is 220 pounds.

A gas-powered minibike is 
a great addition to your toy 

collection. Coleman Powersports 
bikes are ideal for trail rides 

and motorsports parks across 
the nation. Each model features 
a convenient pull-start for the 

beefy 196cc engine.

Cruiser bicycles are popular for vacationers because they are very 
stable and easy to ride. They’re great for cruising the campground, 
the RV park, or the surrounding area—even the beach! Need some 
help while in the saddle? Electric-assist models are available. And 
with relatively light weights, they’re  easy 
to transport and store in your RV.

Framed 26-inch Beach Cruiser
The Framed Beach Cruiser is designed with a clean look and 
padded seat so you can ride in style and comfort. The Cruiser 
offers a simple ride with a coaster brake rear wheel for easy 
consistent stopping. The steel frame is outfitted with raised 
cruiser handlebars that allow you to ride in a 
more natural upright position for less fatigue. 
The 26-inch cruiser wheels are puncture-re-
sistant and help smooth out the ride. 

Enjoy classic styling 
and a confi dent, 
comfortable ride 
on the Framed 
Beach Cruiser.

MBM Pulse Step-Thru Electric Bike
Seven easy-to-select gears make pedaling a breeze on the Pulse 
eBike. Cruise at speeds of up to 15.5 mph with the 250-watt 
motor, with a range of about 62 miles on a single charge. 
Available in a variety of colors in 28- and 26-inch versions.
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Jetson Bolt Electric Bike
Meet the Jetson … Bolt eBike, that is. With 

a maximum speed of 15 mph and a range of 
up to 17 miles, the Bolt is a joy to ride, and its 
rugged aluminum alloy frame and collapsible 
handlebar are lightweight for easy transport, 
but can still support up to 250 pounds. You’ll 
especially appreciate the twist-throttle and 
cruise control functions, while a bright LED 

headlight provides a clear view.


The Bolt weighs 
only 34 pounds, 
and a recharge-

able lithium-ion 
battery powers 

the 250-watt 
hub motor.

Edison The Black Hi-Step Electric Bike
The Edison eBike provides up to 30 miles of range at speeds 
up to 24 mph, which means you could even use this as a daily 
commuter when your RV is off duty. A full-color LCD display 
allows you to keep tabs on operation, while throttle- and 
cadence-sensing assist delivers customized acceleration. 
Also available in Edison The White to suit your tastes.

Serial 1 RUSH/CTY eBicycle
If you’ve always wanted to own a Harley, here’s your chance: the 
premium RUSH/CTY eBicycle sports a lightweight Brose S MAG 
motor with up to 20 mph assist for up to 115 miles of cruising. 
Front and rear hydraulic disc brakes ensure smooth stopping, as 
the alloy rims, stainless-steel spokes, and Super Moto-X tires 
deliver performance worthy of being called a “Hog.” 

Electric BikesElectric BikesElectric Bikes
Qu

iet
Ka

t e
B

ike
s The Ranger E-Bike is designed to tackle 

rough terrain with its fat tires, 1,000-watt 
rear hub motor, balanced frame, load 
capacity of up to 325 pounds, and its 

48-mile range.


The Apex E-Bike ups the range to 58 miles, 
while four-piston hydraulic brakes ensure 

the fat tires come to a stop when you want 
them to. Nine speeds and 150mm air-
suspension-fork ensure the best ride.



The Village Urban E-Bike is a cruiser bike 
ideal for use on streets, paths, urban roads, 

and more. Travel up to 40 miles on the 
seven-speed bike, which weighs only 50 

pounds but has a capacity of 325 pounds.


N E W  P R O D U C T S

Electric Bikes
N E W  P R O D U C T S
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The entry-level 20-inch 
BMX Bike delivers a 

smooth, comfortable ride 
on the street, at the park, 

and almost anywhere 
else. The 20-inch wheels 
are great for kids as well 
as adults, making family 

fun the name of the game. 
The front caliper brake 

and rear U-brake provide 
precision speed control, 

while the steel frame pro-
vides reliable support and 
long-lasting comfort on 

any terrain. The wheel set 
features 20-by-2.125-inch 
tires mounted on aluminum 
single-wall rims. Available 

in black or red. 

Huffy bikes are high-qual-
ity, user-focused, and 

deliver hours of fun. The 
Granite 26-inch 15-speed 

features a thumb index 
system to provide easy 

gear shifting. The durable 
precision-designed frame 
and lightweight weather- 
resistant alloy rims allow 
for miles of smiles. The 

Incline 26-inch 18-speed 
is equipped with an easy 
twist-shift and smooth 

front suspension. The Enzo 
twist-shift system offers 
seamless shifting, while 

the Kolo Performance 1200 
suspension fork and three-

piece crank are exclusive 
designs by Huffy. Ride in 
comfort on the premium 

padded seat.

StowAway 12-Speed Folding Bike
The easy-riding StowAway 12-Speed 
utilizes a streamlined folding design 
for  compact storage and easy 
transport. Quick-release clamps allow 
for fast setup and takedown. The bike 
features a padded seat, rear luggage 
rack for personal accessories, and 
hand grips. This bike can be easily 
adjusted for short or tall riders. Built 
with Shimano gears, the bike also 
sports front and rear hand brakes. 
The heavy-duty steel frame with 
22-inch alloy wheels weighs in at 44 
pounds, with a 250-pound capacity.


With the limited 
storage space in 

your RV, a folding 
bike helps save 
space for other 

fun outdoor toys!

StowAway Adventurer
6-Speed Bike
This compact six-speed folding 
bike features quick setup 
and an adjustable seat and 
handlebars. The wide padded 
seat is comfortable, while front  
and rear reflectors, plus wide 
nonslip pedals, make for safe 
journeys. A rear luggage carrier 
means you can take your picnic 
along with you.

StowAway 3-Speed Tricycle
Bring on the nostalgia with this stylish trike with 
a step-through frame and 12-inch-wide PVC 
seating for a comfortable perch. The thumb shifter 
makes it easy to operate, while a front roller brake 
and a rear coaster brake ensure smooth sailing. 
The rear basket holds up to 33 pounds. The 
trike weighs about 50 pounds, with a 
capacity of 250 pounds. It folds down to 
an impressive 25-by-28-by-33 inches.

Bring on the nostalgia with this stylish trike with 
a step-through frame and 12-inch-wide PVC 
seating for a comfortable perch. The thumb shifter 
makes it easy to operate, while a front roller brake 
and a rear coaster brake ensure smooth sailing. 
The rear basket holds up to 33 pounds. The 

Folding Bikes

N E W  P R O D U C T S

Wonder 
Wheels

Need a little 
something more 

than a simple ride 
in the park? A 

mountain bike or 
BMX bike could be 
your ticket to ride.

Protect your folding bike while not in use with this durable 420D 
polyester cover with a polyurethane coating. A convenient carry 
strap is included. The cover measures 50.25-by-32-by-31.5 inches.

capacity of 250 pounds. It folds down to 
an impressive 25-by-28-by-33 inches.

Protect your folding bike while not in use with this durable 420D 
polyester cover with a polyurethane coating. A convenient carry 
strap is included. The cover measures 50.25-by-32-by-31.5 inches.
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(1) Opposing sofas convert to comfy sleepers when it's time for bed. (2) Rear of the motorhome 
features a wet bath with fl ip-up sink. There are also two storage areas, plus a pull-down screen to 
keep the bugs out. (3) Fully equipped kitchen also includes an option for an induction cooktop.

 Power Play  Opt for the Li3 Lithium Battery system, which includes a 630 Ah battery, Bluetooth 
management, a second underhood alternator, and a Xantrex 3,000-watt inverter. 
 How Convenient!  Features like the Truma Combi Eco Plus system, 30-amp Smart Plug connec-
tion, Firefl y Multiplex system, and Tru-Tank tank sensors make life in the Nova even better.

TTTTTTTTTThis month marks our annual 
dinghy guide, which focuses on towing a 
passenger car behind your motorhome for 
increased maneuverability. But what if you 
could own a motorhome that’s smartly 
appointed, fully equipped, and is easy to 
drive and maneuver? You can, and it’s the 
Coachmen Nova Class B. Built on the RAM 
ProMaster 3500 extended chassis, the 
compact motorhome is perfect for couples, 
and includes everything you need—and 
then some—in a sub-21-foot package. The 
20RB floorplan featured here makes use 
of the popular rear twin-bed layout, and 
also includes a rear wet bath with a flip-up 
sink, one-piece fiberglass shower, and a 
porcelain toilet. The twin beds are comfy 

when the sun goes down, and can be made 
into a smart seating area during travel or 
for lounging. Both captain’s chairs swivel to 
expand the living area, and the removable 
table up front, combined with the Lagun 
table in the rear, add versatility and 
function. The fully outfitted galley features 
a standard microwave; 12-volt, 3.5-cubic-
foot fridge; and deep basin sink. All 
cabinets are hardwood maple, insulation 
is top-notch, and the side sliding screen 
door and pull-down rear screen allow 
for cool breezes as you relax after a day 
of adventure. A 220-watt solar array 
is standard, plus there’s an option to 
upgrade to a lithium battery system.
coachmenrv.com 

Coachmen Nova

Rigs + Gear
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COACHMEN 
NOVA 20RB
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BASE MSRP
$134,856

DIMENSIONS
Exterior Length: 20’ 11”

Exterior Width: 7' 2”
Exterior Height: 9’ 4”

CAPACITIES
Freshwater: 27 gal
Black-water: 10 gal
Gray-water: 23 gal

Propane: 7.9 gal

WEIGHT
GCWR: 11,500 lbs
GVWR: 9,350 lbs

GAWR, F/R: 4,629 lb/5,291 lbs

CIRCLE 150 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Failing diesel components, weather 
planning, tire selection, generator 
search, and gel-coat cracking.

by K E N  F R E U N D

Q&ATE
C

H Let’s take each component 
separately. Turbos o� en fail 
because the engines are shut 
o�  too soon a� er being run 
hard. � e oil in them over-
heats and carbonizes. Other 
failures are o� en caused by 
lubrication problems. Here’s a 
URL for a good turbo failure 
analysis by Cummins:
cummins.com/sites/default/
� les/2019-04/5544148_0718
.pdf.

High-pressure fuel- 
pump failure is usually 
linked to poor quality of 
oil, fuel contamination, or 
low fuel lubricity, or using 
oil types that are di� erent 
from the recommendations 
of the manufacturer. � is 
is because the quality of oil 
may a� ect the fuel pump 
wear rate. Actuator failure 
usually occurs due to turbo 
problems and/or oil lubri-
cation failure problems. � e 
common thread here may be 
oil quality and/or contam-
ination. I suggest that each 
part be carefully checked for 

cause of failure by an inde-
pendent diesel expert. Also, 
the engine oil should be test-
ed by a lab that tests engine 
oil samples. A popular lab 
is Blackstone Laboratories 
(blackstone-labs.com).

Tires for Scamp 16 Trailer
I have a Scamp 16 
trailer, and I’m trying 

to � nd out what brand of 
13-inch tires I should buy. Do 
you have any suggestions?
Bruce R. Falink
Coon Rapids, Minnesota

You might try the new 
US-built Goodyear 

Endurance tires. Unlike the 
older Marathon trailer tire, 
the Endurance is built to 
handle heavier loads and 
provide much-improved du-
rability and tread life. � ey 
also have a speed rating of 87 
miles per hour (though we 
certainly don’t recommend 
testing that out).

I believe the Scamp 
16 came equipped with 

Travel Weather

Diesel Component Failures
We have a 2016 Winnebago Journey 38P on a Freight-
liner chassis with a Cummins ISL9 diesel engine. What 

are the possible causes of the failure of the turbocharger, 
high-pressure fuel pump, and turbo actuator? It’s hard to 
believe that these items failed at 22,000 miles. I want to make 
sure it wasn’t operator error and, if not, how common or un-
common is this? � ank you for any insight you can provide. 
Paul Namkoong, Hollister, California

Did you diagnose these failures, or did a shop tell 
you? It may be possible that a less-than-honest 

person was trying to sell you more repairs than needed. 

My wife and I have a two-year-old Winnebago trailer. We are 
retired and live in Southern California, but basically have 

camped all over the western part of the country, and a few areas 
in Canada such as Jasper and Banff. We have read and heard 
of people traveling across the country and would like to travel 
across the US, but we feel there is no good information regarding 
the best way or time to do so.

Our concern is with the horrible weather in the Northeast, 
tornadoes in the Midwest, and hurricanes along the Southeastern 
coast. We apologize that this question is not really an RV technical 
question, but we are hoping you could connect us with a specifi c 
website or organization with national weather knowledge. Any 
help from you or RV Magazine would be greatly appreciated. 
—Arturo and Karen Moys, Thousand Oaks, California 

Although this is not really a technical question, it does have 
to do with driving safety, so I’ll give it a try. Storms don’t come 

on schedules, but there certainly are seasons for them. Towing on 
snow and ice is very dangerous, so you probably want to avoid the 
northern part of the country in winter. According to the National 
Weather Service, tornado season usually refers to the time of year 
when the US sees the most tornadoes. The peak “tornado season” 
for the southern plains (e.g., Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas) is from 

May into early June. On the Gulf Coast, it is earlier in the spring. In 
the northern plains and upper Midwest (North and South Dakota, 
Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota), tornado season is in June and July. 
But remember, tornadoes can happen at any time of year, and also 
happen at any time of day or night—though most tornadoes occur 
between 4–9 p.m. 

The Atlantic hurricane season offi cially starts on June 
1 and runs until November 30. In the Eastern Pacifi c 
Ocean, hurricane season starts earlier on May 15 
and ends on November 30. During peak season, 
the majority of hurricanes and severe storms 
tend to hit during August through October, 
with September being among the most 
active of months. 

I’ve found that the best free weather 
information provider’s websites are the 
National Weather Service, Weather Un-
derground, The Weather Channel, Ac-
cuWeather, WeatherBug, and Weather 
Spark. You can look up average 
monthly temperatures, rainfall, 
etc. with these resources and 
plot out your travels.
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Cracks in Gel Coat
I have a 2022 � or Windsport 
35M Class A motorhome, and have 

made one trip in it. � at was to spend a 
week in Woodland, Washington, and then 
take it into the shop at the end of Septem-
ber. It has been there ever since. Among 
many issues with it, like an electrical 
socket was dead and the slide on the le�  
side lets light in, there are lots of nitpicky 
quality-control issues that are annoying. 
� ese should have been addressed before 
it le�  � or. 

But the main issue is the rear cap has 
stress cracks under the gel coat, and one 
is big enough to slide my � ngernail into. I 
am being told by Lazy Days it will not be 
an issue if I use it to make my winter trip 
to Texas and Louisiana, but I am con-
cerned, now that it has been in the shop 
for eight-plus weeks. � ey don’t know 
when they can � x the gel coat and cracks. 
My question is, will this be a problem on 
a 5,000-plus-mile trip? 

I was told to contact � or to see what 
they have to say. I am very frustrated—
eight weeks and a brand-new unit with a 
big issue like this, and Lazy Days tells me 
the rear cap is not connected to the coach, 

  RIGS + GEAR | tech q&a

ST175/80R13 tires, but you didn’t men-
tion what model year you have, as they 
have changed. If you have 175 tires and 
want more load capacity, you may want 
to try 185/80R13 tires on the same rims. 
� e C-rated 185s may increase load 
capacity from 1,350 to 1,480 pounds 
per tire, or the axle load from 2,700 to 
2,960 pounds. Measure the actual loaded 
weight on a truck scale, then adjust the 
tire pressure according to the load-in� a-
tion table. 

� is might be a good time to switch 
to 14-inch tires, which are easier to � nd, 
spin slower, and can last longer. Many 
Scamp owners report doing this with 
good results and no clearance issues. 
You need zero o� set rims and could 
switch to D-rated 205/75R14 tires, 
which are readily available. 

Generator Quit
I have an Onan 3000 generator in 
my 1995 Jayco Eagle 23-foot Class 

C motorhome. It recently quit producing 
electricity during a routine check. I had the 
brushes serviced, but it still wasn’t working 
properly. I got hold of a factory rep, and 
he suggested increasing the RPMs, which 
caused the rotor to disintegrate. Because 
of its age, I cannot � nd parts to repair it. 
Not having a generator isn’t the end of the 
world, but I feel more comfortable having 
a complete rig. Any suggestions?
James Wagner, Encinitas, California

Sorry to hear about your dilemma. 
I’m surprised a factory rep would 

tell you that. Fortunately, due to the age of 
your motorhome, quite a few of this era 
are getting parted out and used gensets 
are fairly easy to � nd. I recently found an 
Onan 4000 with 1,000 hours on it for free 
on Facebook Marketplace. � ey’re de-
signed to last about 30,000 hours. A search 
of Craigslist and other RV classi� eds, RV 
salvage yards, and perhaps eBay should 
� nd you one for a reasonable price.

We have a Chaparral fi fth-wheel 
trailer. Regarding the question as 

to how to remove cracking and 
peeling decals on RVs in the Octo-
ber 2021 issue: I have used WD-40 
with some success. Spray on the 

peeled area to start loosening the 
glue. You can use a cloth to wipe 

down as you go. 
—Henry Siemers, Milford, Iowa

Thanks for the tip, Henry. This 
process is helped along if you 

apply some heat from a hair blow 
dryer or a handheld homeowner- 

type heat gun. Just be sure to keep 
the dryer moving.

R E A D E R  T I P

DECAL REMOVAL

A member of the Good Sam family since 1988, Ken Freund has been helping 
readers better understand their RVs for more than 30 years. Throughout his 
career, he has been a service manager, technician, shop owner, an ASE Certifi ed 
Master Technician, an instructor of the California Smog Check Program, and 
author of Haynes Repair Manuals.

ProductSpotlight
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

LIQUIDSPRING
SMART SUSPENSION

How much do you ENJOY driving 
your RV? LiquidSpring’s patented 

CLASS technology can provide 
your RV with unparalleled ride and 
handling capabilities. Tiffin, Fleet-

wood, Holiday Rambler, and NeXus 
currently offer LiquidSpring as a 

factory option, and if you love the 
coach you’re in, LiquidSpring has 

installers nationwide who will help 
you to journey more joyfully for 

years to come. Visit us at either of 
the upcoming FMCA shows and test 

drive it for yourself! 

LUXURY CAR RIDE.
SPORTS CAR HANDLING.

INSTANTANEOUS RESPONSE.

liquidspring.com

Mention this ad to redeem 
a $250 rebate on your 

purchase of a LiquidSpring 
system or your Liquid-

Spring-equipped vehicle.
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Looking for answers on all things RV, 
including systems, engines, accessories, 
or construction? Submit it to our expert at 
techqa@rv.com and it may be selected for 
publication. You must include your name, 
city and state, phone number (will not be 
published), and type and model of your RV.

HAVE A QUESTION?

which could cause a mold issue should 
water pass through the crack. Can you 
advise?
Steve Towers, Ocean Shores, Washington

Hopefully, your dealer will be able 
to take care of most of these issues 

soon. I think the high sales volume of 
RVs in the last year or so, along with dif-
� culty getting quali� ed employees, has 
caused many manufacturers to rush the 
building process and cut corners, which 
has exacerbated quality-control issues. 
I suggest you contact � or by certi� ed 
mail and go on record as your Wind-
sport having these problems, especially 
potentially expensive ones such as the 
cracks, to preserve your warranty rights 
before it times out. 

You should be able to travel with it: 
I would cover the cracks with Duct Tape 
or wide clear tape (such as Gorilla Tape) 
to seal them. When you get back from 
your trip, remove the tape and the tape’s 
sticky residue with a product such as 
3M Adhesive Remover. Careful usage of 
a heat gun or hair dryer will also so� en 
the adhesive for easier removal. � en get 
your RV to the dealer to have it repaired 
correctly. A good RV body shop should 
be able to repair them and re� nish the 
a� ected panels so they match the coach. 
Good luck with it.

Step Damage
I own a 2019 Holiday Rambler 
Admiral 29M Class A motorhome. 

� e electric step is poorly designed, 
hanging far too low below the chassis, and 
has been seriously damaged twice in less 
than 15,000 miles of use while entering 
gas stations. Each time I have taken it o� , 
disassembled it, and beat the step frame 
into close to its original shape. It works 
reasonably well until the next time. A cou-
ple inches of more clearance would make 
a huge di� erence. Looks like I could gain 
about an inch by modifying the support 
frame, but that really isn’t enough to war-
rant all that work. I anticipate the next hit 
will be fatal to the step. Is there another 
step designed for more clearance that will 
� t that model coach? 
Jim Baird, Palatine, Illinois

I don’t know of a thinner step for 
more clearance. � ese coaches 

ride low on a Ford F-53 chassis. You 
might consider raising the front end 
about 2 inches, which shouldn’t notice-
ably a� ect ride or handling. Take it to a 
shop that works on truck suspensions 
and springs. � ey may be able to install 
a metal spacer between the spring and 
axle, or re-arch the front springs to get 
more height. 
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NEW RVS

RIGS + GEAR

The sky’s the 
limit when 

whipping up a 
meal using the 

exterior kitchen 
in one of these 

inviting RVs.

DINING OUT

The Campfi re Café in the 37-
foot, 8-inch ST333VIK sports 
two 3-cubic-foot fridges 
so you can load up on cold 
drinks and food for family and 
friends. With plentiful stor-
age, a slide-out griddle, and
a sink with a quick-connect 
faucet with hot and cold water 
access, the party can continue 
outdoors once the wee ones 
have crawled into the VIK’s 
four bunk beds. Outside the 
front entry, a doggy tiedown 

doubles as a bottle opener.
Inside, there are two 

options for seating and dining 
arrangements, but we’re 
smitten with the KING U-Sofa 
that’s housed in one of the 
three slides. This large sofa 
can seat 7–8 people comfort-
ably and transforms into a 
queen-bed air mattress when 
it’s time to call it a night. The 
VIK’s homey feel is accentuated 
by the Western Pine Board 
paneling on the wall with a 

fi replace and 40-inch HDTV/
smart TV and a closet by the 
entry for stashing your coat.

The front cap has an 
automotive windshield, and 
lighted pass-through storage 
is below the bedroom. The 
SportTrek has a heated 
and enclosed underbelly, 
fi berglass insulation in the 
fl oor and ceiling, and foam 
insulation in the side walls. 
Base MSRP: $63,915
venture-rv.com

What is it about kitchens that 
make them the hub of activity? � ey 

inspire us to bond with loved ones, share 
our daily lives, and are a place to prepare the 
foods that nourish our bodies and minds. 
As much as we may like preparing meals 
inside our RVs and the resulting close-knit 
time with family, moving the cooking out-
doors also has its advantages. � ere’s plenty 
of elbow room to � ip those pancakes, keep 
your RV free of humidity and strong smells 
like bacon and seafood, and serve your 
spread on a picnic table for all to savor. Plus, 

you can’t beat the scenery if you’re camped 
alongside a creek, taking in a mountain 
view, or simply watching your kids or other 
RVers reveling in their time outdoors. 

Now that spring has arrived, this gives 
us another excuse to spend more time out-
side. And for some reason, food tastes better 
when prepared and eaten outdoors. � e 
kitchen truly is the heart of the home, so 
why not expand it to include fresh air and 
nature? � ese RVs with exterior kitchens 
just may motivate you to try out a new recipe 
or simply to cook with wild abandon!

Outfi tted in Modern Farmhouse cabi-
netry, the Campfi re Café has a utensil 
drawer and a fl ip-out one for sponges.
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by D O N Y A  C A R L S O N

V E N T U R E  S P O R T T R E K  S T 3 3 3 V I K
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L A N C E  2 0 7 5
Tailgaters will love the optional 
unique exterior kitchen that pulls 
out from the rear of the Lance 2075 
and includes surface space that runs 
the 8-foot width of this 24-foot-9-
inch-long travel trailer. Slide out the 
combination two-burner cooktop 
and sink, hook up the propane and 
water, attach the stabilizer legs, and you’re ready for a � esta! 
� ere’s a drawer-style electric cooler, and you can bring the 
music outside with the included portable Bluetooth stereo 
speaker that’s mounted inside next to the 24-inch HDTV. An 
electric lateral-arm awning extends over the outside kitchen, 
plus a 16-foot awning covers the patio area. A 4-foot folding 
table is included in a built-in storage bay.

Walk through the 2075’s Euro entry door to an interior 
living space consisting of a � ush-mounted two-burner cooktop 
and sink; 5-cubic-foot, three-way fridge; built-in wine rack; 
huge U-shaped dinette with telescoping table that converts 
into a comfy 40-by-80-inch bed surrounded by windows; and 
a deluxe queen walk-around bed. � e bathroom features a 
work-of-art vessel-style sink, porcelain toilet, and adjustable 
slide bar assembly in the shower. Base MSRP: $66,373
lancecamper.com
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S U N S E E K E R  C L A S S I C  2 8 6 0 D S
We can’t help but smile when saying “Sun-
seeker” out loud and the exterior kitchen in 
the 30-foot, 9-inch 2860DS is sure to put a 
smile on the faces of RVers who love hang-
ing out in nature. Abundant counterspace 
bookends the sink that’s plumbed to the gray 
tank, an upper cabinet and lower drawer are 
dedicated for storage, a 12-volt 3.2-cubic-foot 
fridge keeps food cold while traveling, and 
a one-burner induction cooktop pulls out. 
Taking center stage in the outdoor kitchen is a 
28-inch TV with room behind it for stashing 
small items. Pass-through storage below can 
be hosed out, and a 16-foot electric awning 
keeps the kitchen in shade and out of the rain.

Built on a Ford F-450 chassis, this Class 
C has two slideouts on the streetside, one 
housing a walk-around queen bed, and the 
other playing host to an oven, cooktop with 
� ush glass cover, convection microwave, and 
a jackknife sofa with three seat belts. � e 
convertible dinette has seat belts as well, and 
there are two tether restraints for child seats. 
If the 60-by-80-inch sleeping space (shown 
in photo) over the cab is not needed, you can 
opt for the Sunseeker’s Trekker cap with a 
built-in entertainment center with LED TV 
and additional storage. Base MSRP: $114,599
forestriverinc.com

The 2075’s unique 
camp kitchen slides 
out from the rear of 
the trailer and con-
tains lots of storage 
space. The European 
Thermopane window 
opens fully outward, 
making it easy to keep 
the outdoor chef well 
stocked. 
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  RIGS + GEAR | new RVs

P A L O M I N O  P U M A  3 2 R B F Q 
It’s a beautiful spring day and with the 
Puma 32RBFQ’s optional fully out� t-
ted outdoor kitchen, why bother with 
cooking indoors? � is is one serious 
alfresco kitchen with abundant counter 
room, plenty of storage above and below, 
a griddle, 3.2-cubic-foot fridge, hot and 
cold running water, and—yep—a micro-
wave! � ere’s also a handy USB wireless 
charging dock with expansion capabili-
ties and a propane quick-connect.

At just under 37 feet, this rear-bunk 
travel trailer has three slides, all on the 
streetside, leaving your outdoor dining 
experience wide open camp-side under 
a 21-foot awning.

Inside, the kitchen’s L-shaped 
countertop gives you the ability to 
entertain without feeling cramped, and 
a U-shaped dinette and sofa o� er lots 
of seating. Additionally, a great deal of 
natural light comes through windows in 
every room.

A Mini Camp Kitchen is another 
option for those who prefer a scaled-
down version. Base MSRP: $46,394
palominorv.com 

E N T E G R A  V I S I O N  2 9 S
Built on the Ford F-53 chassis, the Vision 29S is sure to catch the 
eye of outdoor lovers with its exterior kitchen set under a 23-foot 
awning. Concealed by a durable compartment door the company 
prides itself on constructing, the kitchen has a sink set in a metal 
countertop and a storage drawer under the mini fridge. � is one 
is BYOC—bring your own cooktop. An entertainment center is 
housed in a separate compartment to the right of the kitchen.

Inside this 31-foot, 4-inch Class A is spacious living and 
sleeping thanks to a full-wall streetside slideout. Every seat in 
the house—including the jackknife sofa and booth dinette—has 
seat belts, for a total of eight belted positions. � e dinette table, 
with recessed cupholders, is sans legs so you can slide into the 
bench seats without obstructions. An 8-cubic-foot refrigerator 
is standard, with a 12-cubic-foot double-door one as an option, 
and there’s counter space behind the range and sink for stowing 
appliances and cooking items.

� e bathroom, closed o�  by a sliding barn door, has plenty of 
counter room, and a glass door encloses the large shower. � ere’s 
storage galore in the bedroom with its queen bed bookended by 
nightstands, a full wall of cabinets over the bed, and a mirrored 
wardrobe with a � oor-to-ceiling row of drawers. Over the Vision’s 
cab area, the electric drop-down bed has a 750-pound weight 
capacity. Base MSRP: $166,418 
entegracoach.com

The 29S’s 23-foot 
awning runs much of 
the length of the RV, 
keeping the outdoor 
kitchen in shade and 
protected from rain. 

A propane quick-
connect makes it 

simple to hook up a 
portable barbecue or 

camp stove.  
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Largest 
selection of RVs 
under one roof 

Mid-America RV & 
Camping Show

Colorado RV, Sports 
& Travel Show

Kansas City, Missouri
March 10 – 13, 2022

Denver, Colorado
March 3 – 6, 2022

We’re back!
Hit the road and head to a show.

Visit GSEvents.com for an up-to-date schedule and information.

Shop, compare and save on the largest selection of RVs. Get your first look at  2022 
models, attend educational seminars, visit campgrounds & resorts  and more – 
you’ll find everything you need to plan your next RV vacation.

Campgrounds, 
resorts and 
tourism 
information

Innovative RV 
products and 
accessories
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  RIGS + GEAR

by J A M E S  A D I N A R O
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GET READY 
TO ROLL
There’s lots to do before hitting the road in your 
RV; follow this simple checklist to success.

PRE-TRIP CHECKLIST

One caveat: I won’t be covering de-win-
terizing the water system here. � at could 
be its own article, and it can get detailed and 
RV-speci� c. � e procedure for your RV can be 
found in the owner’s manual, many places on-
line, or by way of RV-speci� c owner’s forums. 
We’re going to presume you’ve got it covered.

Even if you’re a full-timer, or if you use 
your RV during the winter months, consider 
running through this list anyway. � ink of it 
as your RV’s annual checkup!

 Check around, above, and beneath the RV 
for leaks, loose objects, or anything out of the 
ordinary. Look for things like oil leaks, critter 
nests, mystery goo, or anything that might 
have gotten broken or damaged. If you � nd 
anything, that’s � rst on your � x-it list.

 Tire and wheel checks are some of the most 
important safety inspections you’ll do. At every 
tire, check for unusual tire wear, tread or sidewall 
bubbles or sidewall cracking. You’ll also want 
to check the DOT code and verify that your 
tires haven’t “aged out” and need to be replaced. 
Check the torque on each lug nut and make sure 
it’s set to the speci� cations for your motorhome 
or trailer. Once all those checks have passed, 
in� ate the tires to the proper pressure. 

 On a motorhome, check the engine starting 
battery. Clean the connections if they need it, 
and verify the proper state of charge. 

 Make sure all turn signals, running lights, 
and hazard lights are working. It’s easiest to do 
this with a partner, but running around your 

For motorhomes, run 
through all the vehicle’s 
fl uid checks. Check the 
engine oil, engine coolant, 
transmission fl uid, brake 
fl uid, power-steering 
fl uid, and even wind-
shield-washer fl uid. Con-
sult the owner’s manual 
for the proper types and 
levels if any of them need 
to be topped off.

FLUID
CHECK

Spring is almost here, and the weather is warming up. For 
seasonal RVers, this means it’s time to bring your RV out of its long 
winter nap. And while it’s exciting to think about getting back on the 
road, there are several tasks, checks, and maintenance items you should 
complete � rst.

It can be a bit overwhelming. To help you get started, here’s a 
checklist of the items you should be paying attention to before that � rst 
spring trip. � e focus of this list is to make sure that everything in your 
RV works, and there are no surprises on your � rst trip of the season. 
Nobody likes icy-cold showers or spoiled food!
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rig works, too. If you’re towing, 
verify the lights and signals on 
both vehicles are working.

 If you removed the house bat-
teries for storage, reinstall them. 
Lead-acid batteries in storage can 
lose up to 10% of their charge 
each month, so verify the state of 
charge and, if necessary, charge 
the batteries. If the batteries re-
quire water, wait until the batteries 
are fully charged before adding 
it, unless the water level is below 
the plates (which should always 
be covered). While you’re working 
with the batteries, check for loose 
cables and corrosion, and clean 
and tighten as necessary.

 Now that the batteries are online, 
check the 12-volt fuse panel for 
missing or blown fuses. � is is also 
a good time to check all the 12-volt 

Safety Checks

 Quick, when’s the last time your RV’s generator was 
serviced? If your answer started with, “Ummm …” then 
it’s probably time. � e start of a new RVing season is a 
great time to inspect the generator, and have it profes-
sionally serviced if necessary. At a minimum, you should 
check the oil level, and make sure you’re changing the oil 
according to the maintenance schedule. Also check and 
change the air and fuel � lters as appropriate. It’s a good 
idea to run the generator for an hour or so at 50% load to 
make sure it won’t let you down on that � rst trip.

 A running generator means you’ve got 120-volt AC 
power, so it’s a good time to check out that system as well. 
Make sure the breakers are on and investigate any that 
trip. Test all of the GFCI outlets and replace any that no 
longer work. � ey’re reliable but they do go bad now and 
then. You’ll want to verify that all sources of AC power 
are working. Besides the generator, check the shorepower 
cord and the inverter (if equipped).

 Make sure that the kitchen and roof vents open and 
function properly. If the vents are powered, check that 
the fans work as they’re supposed to. If they have � lters, 
clean them.

 Next, turn your attention to the 
propane system (if your RV 
uses propane). First, check 
the condition of the propane 
cylinders (trailers) or tanks 
(motorhomes), as well as 
any mounting brackets, 
regulators, and covers. 
� is is an area where you 
don’t want to compromise 
safety at all. If anything looks 
suspicious, it’s best to take it 
to a professional for servicing or 
replacement. 

1) The DOT code on this tire says it 
was made in the 44th week of 2019.  
2) Some RV fuse panels, like this 
one, light up when a fuse is blown.  
If yours doesn’t, checking the fuses 
manually always works.

Checking for propane leaks, with leak-detector solution or soapy water, is as easy as looking for bubbles. 

Verify that fi re extinguishers are present and fully charged. Replace them if they’re outdated or have 
lost their charge. (You’re worth it.) While you’re at it, test the smoke, carbon monoxide, and propane 
leak detectors, and replace all the batteries. Also check the dates on your detectors themselves! Did 
you know that most of them will expire in 5–7 years?

light � xtures in your RV and replace 
bulbs as necessary. Check that all 
12-volt and USB outlets work (if 
your RV is so equipped).

 Make sure that all the battery 
charging systems are working 
properly. If your RV has solar panels 
(which charge the batteries through 
a charge controller), verify that sys-
tem is working. Your RV likely has 
a converter or an inverter/charger 
for charging from shorepower or a 
generator. Verify that’s working as 
well. Finally, for motorhomes, verify 
that the house batteries charge while 
the engine is running.

Verify that fi re extinguishers are present and fully charged. Replace them if they’re outdated or have 
lost their charge. (You’re worth it.) While you’re at it, test the smoke, carbon monoxide, and propane 
leak detectors, and replace all the batteries. Also check the dates on your detectors themselves! Did 

1
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 Fill the propane tank(s) or cylinder(s) and 
connect them to the RV. It’s a good idea to 
spray a solution of soapy water on the valves 
and regulator to check for leaks (bubbles). If 
you find any leaks, close the tank valves and 
have the propane system serviced.

 Now let’s turn to the RV’s water. Once it’s 
de-winterized, sanitize the water system and 
fill the freshwater holding tank. I cover several 
options for sanitizing in my Camping World 
blog, “How to get clean drinking water in your 
RV” (blog.campingworld.com). When you’re 
done sanitizing, the RV should be full of clean, 
safe water.

 Check the water pump, clean its inlet-side 
filter, and verify that you can get fresh water 
from your RV’s holding tank to each of the 
fixtures, including showers, toilets, and exterior 
faucets. While you’re at each of these fixtures, 
verify that they drain without issue. Check that 
the toilets operate properly, and the seals are all 
in good condition.

 This next step takes a while, but it’s worth it. 
With the water pump on (not hooked up to city 
water), close all faucets and wait a few minutes 
and see if you hear the pump cycling. A cycling 
water pump can indicate a leak, so if your RV’s 
pump runs a few pulses every few minutes, you’ll 
want to check the water lines—particularly at the 
connections—for leaks. If you find a leak, fix it.

 If your RV has water filters—and these could 
be separate drinking water filters, permanently 
installed whole-house filters, or even portable 
filters for at the campsite—spring is a good time to 
replace the cartridges in those filters.

 Check that propane appliances are working 
properly. The stove tops are the easiest to verify, 
since you can see the flame. You’ll also want to 
check the heater and water heater. Before firing 

them up, inspect their vents for any obstructions, critters, or spiders. Also, 
don’t run the water heater without water in it. If the water heater also runs 
on electricity, you’ll want to verify that’s working as well.

 While we’re looking at the water heater, if you haven’t already done so, 
check the anode rod in the tank (if it has one), and replace if necessary.  
Replacing it every year would be a good regular maintenance schedule.

 Check the refrigerator and make sure it gets cold. Depending on the 
fridge, you may have to check one, two, or three sources of power (propane, 
12-volt, 120-volt). If the fridge has vents and burns propane, check the vents 
for debris and check the condition of the burner before lighting it up.

 If there are any other appliances in your RV that we haven’t covered 
(microwave, washing machine, sound system, cell booster, etc.), take the 
opportunity to check them out as well. Do this as if you’re buying a used 
RV and you want to make sure everything works.

 Check the awnings. Make sure that they deploy properly. Perhaps more 
importantly, make sure they stow away properly! If an awning calls for any 
annual maintenance like lubrication (check the manuals), this is the time 
to get that taken care of.

 Now that we’re outside, check all doors, locks, and latches. This includes 
baggage doors, entry doors, screen doors, and access hatches. Make sure 
they open, close, and lock properly. You should also check entry steps for 
smooth operation. Now is the time to lubricate any hinge points. I prefer 
dry lubricants that are silicone- or graphite-based, as they’ll accumulate 
less dirt and grit over time.

  RIGS + GEAR | pre-trip checklist

RV water filters should be 
changed regularly to keep them 
working their best. The spring 
checkup is a great reminder to 
replace these filters and ensure 
clean, safe, and tasty water for 
the upcoming season. Making 
sure the tank-level monitors 
are working properly takes 
only seconds, but can save 
frustration out on the road.  
Any problems are much easier 
to take care of in your own 
driveway.

Air-Conditioner Check
It’s time to check the air conditioner. Verify that it delivers cold air as it should. Remove the 
intake filters and clean or replace them as necessary. This is especially important for those of 
us who travel with our pets! If you can get onto the roof safely, make sure any leaves and debris 
are well clear of the roof unit. It also wouldn’t hurt to clean the A/C unit per the manufacturer 
instructions or by following one of the online tutorials.
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 If your rig is equipped with leveling 
jacks or stabilizers, I’m envious! But seri-
ously, now is the time to check that they 
operate as they should. Use this time to 
perform any seasonal maintenance like 
lubrication.

 Check the operation of tank-level 
indicators and make sure you can rely on 
them to let you know when to dump and 
� ll your RV’s tanks. 

 Head to an appropriate dump facility 
and check the operation of the dump 
valves. � is is one you REALLY don’t 
want to skip. Make sure the dump valves 
don’t leak, and that they operate smoothly 
and close securely. Once you’ve veri� ed 
that they’re good, add any needed win-
terizing chemicals (and some water) to 
the holding tanks.

 If there are other accessories you 
normally use on trips, like TPMS, 
walkie-talkies, headlamps, etc., make 
sure that their batteries are refreshed and 
ready to go. If a grill and/or griddle are 
big parts of your camping trips, make 
sure they are working properly before 
you head out. 

 Finally, it’s time to thoroughly clean 
your RV, top to bottom, inside and out. I 
save this step for last, because a thorough 
cleaning will get you up-close with parts 
of your RV you might otherwise neglect.  

Here are just a few things you should be 
looking out for during your cleaning:

• Condition of all seals
• Operation of any slideouts
• � e integrity of an attached ladder
• Evidence of water leakage or
 mildew
• Smooth operation of windows and
 emergency exits 

The best protection for your journey.™
equalizerhitch.com  •  800-478-5578

Un-Duz-It offers a num-
ber of cleaning prod-
ucts that are designed 
specifi cally for RVs.
legendbrandscleaning.com

• Smooth operation of windows and
 emergency exits 

Un-Duz-It offers a num-
ber of cleaning prod-
ucts that are designed 
specifi cally for RVs.
egendbrandscleaning.com
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RV BATTERIES

JUICING

UP
Higher-performance 

batteries and
accessories to keep 
RV power fl owing.

by T O M  M O R R

Because RVs serve as our 
homes away from home, their 
electrical needs far exceed the 
normal automotive demands 
that include things like vehi-
cle starting and mobile-device 
charging. Particularly for 
boondockers, upgraded charging 
systems increase enjoyment 
of remote areas by improving 
battery performance.

RVs typically use two types of 
batteries. Deep-cycle “house” bat-
teries power lights and other inte-
rior appliances, and conventional 
“starting” or chassis batteries start 
the engine and power the vehicle 
components. A trailer or truck 
camper usually has deep-cycle 
batteries alone while a motorhome 
needs both types. Improvements 
in tow vehicle and motorhome 
alternators and portable or � xed 
solar charging systems are two 
means by which RVers enjoy im-
proved battery performance.

boondockers, upgraded charging 

RVs typically use two types of 

“starting” or chassis batteries start 

batteries alone while a motorhome 

Batteries
For most RV owners, batteries are 
the most-upgraded part of their 
charging systems. For RV house 
power, a battery’s ability to recover 
from discharge is key. 

� ese deep-cycle batteries 
are asked to cycle between lower 
states of discharge and fully 
charged more o� en than automo-
tive “starting” batteries, which typ-
ically handle starting, lighting, and 
ignition or running the engine 
(SLI). For SLI-only duty, “� ooded” 
lead-acid batteries are an endur-
ing, cost-e� ective solution. � eir 
compromises: Power output de-
creases as they discharge, lifespan 
decreases when deeply discharged, 
they need to be securely mounted 
in an upright position to avoid 
corrosive battery-acid spills, and 
maintenance can include routinely 
cleaning deposits o�  the posts and 
battery cables, plus topping o�  the 
cells with distilled water.

For RVs, deep-cycle batteries 
are standard features as “house” 
power sources that supply electricity 
for interior lights and appliances. 
� ese batteries are designed to 
handle higher electrical loads and 
endure discharge/charge cycling 
much better than standard batteries.

Many newer batteries are 
sealed and use a captive electro-
lyte. Known as sealed lead acid 
(SLA), this style is a safer alterna-
tive to � ooded lead-acid batteries. 
� e two prominent SLA styles are 
gel (which suspends the acid in a 
gelling agent that can be sensitive 
to high heat) and absorbed glass 
mat (AGM). Many sealed batteries 
can be mounted sideways if need-
ed. Safety is a primary bene� t of 
SLA batteries. Flooded lead-acid 
ones have been known to explode 
when connected improperly 
during jump-starting, especially 
in cold weather, spraying harmful 
sulfuric acid on people and parts. 
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� e EV market has accelerated development of 
fast-recharge batteries. Lithium has emerged as the 
current technology of choice in this area. Simplisti-
cally, these batteries substitute lead plates with lith-
ium-infused metals coupled with graphitic carbon 
electrodes. Compared to rechargeable batteries for 
electronic components, automotive-application 
lithium batteries use di� erent materials. Electronic 
gadgets use lithium-ion, and automotive batteries 
use lithium-iron-phosphate (LiFePO4). � e latter 
con� guration is safer, less prone to overheating/
� res, and less toxic.

Currently, lithium’s primary drawback is cost. 
� ese batteries’ materials are scarcer than the 
prevalent lead and nickel that produce power in 
lead-acid batteries. Cost aside, lithium-battery 
manufacturers (some of whom also o� er deep-
cycle SLA models) tout their numerous advantages 
for RV owners who are willing to make a larger 
initial investment:

• Lifespan: Lithium o� ers double or more 
service life; some manufacturers o� er 10-year or 
longer warranties.

• Constant power: Lithium provides full 
power until about 80% discharge; lead-acid 
batteries’ output decreases as they discharge, and 
they’re typically dead at 50% discharge.
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• Charge-tolerant: Lithium performance 
doesn’t degrade with discharge cycles.

• Faster recharge: Lithium can accept higher 
amperage, allowing it to be recharged 4–6 times 
faster.

• Operating temperatures: Although some lith-
ium batteries simply shut down when it’s somewhat 
below freezing, current product developments are 
reducing that risk, and they can produce full output 
up to about 149° F.

• Lightweight: Only 50%–60% as heavy as 
comparable-output lead-acid batteries.

• Safer: Lithium batteries typically have an 
internal battery management system (BMS). 
Integrated BMS electronics prevent detrimental 
scenarios such as overcharging, overheating, 
reverse polarity, short circuits, and low-voltage 
protection.

• Flexible mounting: Maintenance-free, lithium 
batteries can be mounted on their sides.

• Better storage: Lithium has a low self-dis-
charge rate, approximately 3% per month compared 
to lead acid’s up to 30% discharge during storage.

Most lithium batteries and some SLA models are 
made overseas. Many of these manufacturers don’t 
have websites for their brands, selling products 
primarily through mail-order distributors.

BATTERY
PERFORMANCE

DEFINITIONS
AMP HOURS (AH)

The battery’s storage 
capacity, calculated 
by multiplying the 

current in amperes 
by time (hours of 
discharge). This 

factor is especially 
pertinent as a power 
rating for deep-cycle 

batteries.

COLD CRANKING 
AMPS (CCA)

 An indicator of 
cranking power, CCA 

is the amount of 
current a battery 

can supply at a con-
stant 12 volts for 30 
seconds at 0° F. This 
detail is important 

for chassis or 
starting batteries.

DEPTH OF 
DISCHARGE (DOD)
The measurement of 

the battery’s state of 
discharge, based on a 
normal capacity of 100 
kilowatt hours (kWh).

RESERVE 
CAPACITY (RC)

An indicator of the 
battery’s ability to 

produce power with-
out being recharged 

(such as during 
alternator failure), 

RC is measured as the 
ability to supply a 

constant 12-volt and 
25-amp load at 80° F.

WATT HOURS (WH)
An indicator of bat-
tery capacity, Wh is 

calculated by multiply-
ing a battery’s Ah by 
its voltage (typically 
12 in RV/automotive 

applications).

Power PlaysPower Plays
B A T T E R I E S

Bright Way
The Vision EV uses AGM dry-cell technology and a reinforced poly-
propylene case to withstand extreme environments and weighs up 
to 25% less than traditional lead-acid sealed batteries. Deep-cycle 
engineering uses anchored, coated plates for a design life of 15 
years. bwgllc.com

Discover Battery
Discover Battery’s Group 24 and GC12 Lithium Blue LiFeP04 Premi-
um Series batteries are designed for deep-cycle house loads and 
are engineered to charge as much as fi ve times faster than tradi-
tional batteries and up to two times faster than standard lithium 
batteries. Rated up to 4,000 discharge/recharge cycles at 100% 
DoD, the Lithium Blue is touted as lasting 10 times longer than a 
typical lead-acid battery. discoverbattery.com

Expion360
The Expion360 VPR 4Ever lithium battery is engineered in the USA 
and has a 12-year warranty. The Group 27 100 Ah model stores 1,280 
Wh of energy and lists a lifespan of more than 2,000 cycles at 100% 
DoD. expion360.com
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  RIGS + GEAR | RV batteries

Interstate
A comparatively affordable 
upgrade option, the Interstate 
Marine-RV Deep Cycle series is 
engineered to effectively pow-
er accessories and appliances 
in RV applications, repeatedly 
accepting a charge without 
premature battery degrada-
tion. The Group 24 size is rated 
at 77Ah and has a 140-minute 
RC. interstatebatteries.com

Lion Energy
Safari UT lithium batteries 
use LiFePO4 technology and 
prismatic cells for safety and 
performance in a lightweight 
package. The UT 700 is a Group 
24 application that is rated 
at 716Wh capacity and 56 Ah 
continuous discharge rate and 
weighs only 16.5 pounds. It 
comes with a 10-year warranty. 
lionenergy.com

Odyssey Battery
Odyssey’s Extreme line uses 
more, thinner plates made 
from pure lead to produce 
twice the power and three 
times the service life of 
conventional batteries.   
Engineered for up to 10 years 
of service life, the deep-cycle 
AGM configuration is designed 
to handle 400 discharge cycles 
at 80% DoD. The Group 31 
application (shown) has 1,150 
CCA and 205 minutes of RC. 
odysseybattery.com

Optima
The Yellowtop is a deep-cycle 
AGM battery that’s designed 
for dual use: vehicle starting 
and powering accessories. It 
is also touted as up to three 
times longer service life 
and 15 times more vibra-
tion-resistance compared to 
conventional batteries, ac-
commodating more than 300 
discharge cycles. The Group 27 
application is rated at 830 CCA. 
optimabatteries.com

RELiON
The RB100-LT lithium deep- 
cycle battery uses an 
internal heater to maximize 
cold-weather performance 
and can safely charge at tem-
peratures down to -20° C (-4° 
F). The 100 Ah application has 
240 minutes of RC and weighs 
28 pounds. relionbattery.com

Renogy
Smart Lithium Iron Phos-
phate Batteries are available 
in standard BCI group sizes 
and weigh only about half of 
their lead-acid counterparts. 
Features include a shelf mode 
that limits self-discharge and 
auto-balancing for connecting 
multiple batteries in parallel. 
Renogy offers the Smart Lith-
ium Iron Phosphate batteries 
in 100 Ah and 200 Ah capac-
ities, and backs them with 
a 3-year prorated warranty. 
renogy.com

 Blue Sea Systems
The DC Dual Battery Bank 
Management Panel isolates 
the engine circuit from the 
house circuit and allows 
independent battery control. 
It protects electronics from 
spikes and allows emergency 
cross-connect between isolat-
ed battery banks. bluesea.com

CTEK
The 120A Charging System is 
an automatic five-step charger 
supplying 20 amps of power 
to any 12-volt lead-acid or 
lithium service battery. The 
system’s SmartPass separates 
power to ensure that the 
radio, emergency lights, and 
navigation systems always 
have power. A display shows 
battery voltage and current 
into and out of the battery, 
plus the calculated state of 
charge and the time remaining 
to charge or discharge the 
battery. smartercharger.com

Ironman 4x4
The 275-amp Motorized Dual 
Battery Kit allows two batteries 
to be charged as one. When the 
main battery reaches 13.7 volts, 
the system allows both batter-
ies to be charged simultane-
ously. When the voltage drops 
below 12.2 volts, the system 
isolates the batteries to avoid 
draining the start battery.  
ironman4x4america.com

REDARC
The Dual-Input 25-amp DC Bat-
tery Charger maintains auxiliary 
battery charge and keeps 12-volt 
accessories going. Its Green 
Power Priority feature looks for 
auxiliary solar power first before 
switching to current from the al-
ternator, easing the load on the 
RV’s engine whenever possible. 
redarcelectronics.com

RVi
The Towed Battery Charger 
Plus helps prevent parasitic 
loss on towed batteries in 
dinghy vehicles. The on-de-
mand system trickle charges 
vehicles that have little draw 
and can also charge up to 10 
amps during high drain on the 
battery when flat towing. The 
module’s LEDs indicate towed 
battery voltage level, charging 
status, and voltage levels. 
towedcharger.com

Xantrex
The Freedom XC PRO inverter 
includes a built-in battery 
charger and transfer relay. 
Features include extended 
surge, power share, equaliza-
tion, and power factor correc-
tion. The 3,000-watt model 
features a 150-amp multi-
stage lithium-ion battery 
charger, a 50-amp transfer 
relay, and a 6,000W power 
boost for five seconds. The 
system can be configured and 
monitored via a Bluetooth 
app. xantrex.com 
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Life
Roadon the 

Thinking About 
Renting Your RV?
An owner’s guide to the RV rental industry 
and how you can benefit from the process.

RV RENTALS
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Derek Wolf and his wife,  
Ally @overthefirecooking 
rented an RV to explore 
the stunning Colorado 

landscape. 
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  LIFE ON THE ROAD

New and experienced RVers find 
themselves at an exciting moment 
as owners. The popularity of RVing 

continues to grow, and now RV rental 
platforms easily pair owners with renters. It’s 
a great way for RV owners to make extra cash 
or offset the costs of owning a rig. 

A lot goes into the decision to rent your 
RV. Is it worth the hassle of scheduling 
guests, prepping your RV, and worrying about 
clean-up or maintenance? Or are these minor 
considerations compared to earning potential? 

Before you list your rig to rent, here’s what 
RV owners should consider.  

Ally enjoys taking advantage of the expanded storage space while 
traveling in an RV. “What’s great about [renting] an RV is that we can 
bring so much of our equipment with us.” 

70  R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  M A R C H  2 0 2 2

RVM2203 - Renting your RV.indd   1/17/22   3:39 PM   - 70 -    (Cyan)RVM2203 - Renting your RV.indd   1/17/22   3:39 PM   - 70 -    (Cyan)RVM2203 - Renting your RV.indd   1/17/22   3:39 PM   - 70 -    (Magenta)RVM2203 - Renting your RV.indd   1/17/22   3:39 PM   - 70 -    (Magenta)RVM2203 - Renting your RV.indd   1/17/22   3:39 PM   - 70 -    (Yellow)RVM2203 - Renting your RV.indd   1/17/22   3:39 PM   - 70 -    (Yellow)RVM2203 - Renting your RV.indd   1/17/22   3:39 PM   - 70 -    (BlacK)RVM2203 - Renting your RV.indd   1/17/22   3:39 PM   - 70 -    (BlacK)



The Upsides
There are a number of advantages to 
renting out your RV. Some of them, like 
earning extra cash, are no-brainers, 
but there’s more to it than that.

Earn Extra Income
The obvious comes first. Good Sam RV 
Rentals cites that a single-RV owner 
stands to make as much as $52,000 
a year from renting out an RV. And, 
for those who own multiple RVs, the 
potential profit rises with the number 
of RVs you’re able to list and book. 

Offset Operational Costs
RV operating costs add up year over 
year: maintenance, insurance, repairs, 
etc. For the RV owner unconcerned 
with earning a profit, you need only 
consider renting your RV a few times a 
year to offset operating costs. 

The math checks out. According 
to Insider, RV insurance in the 
most affordable states still costs 
the average RV owner between 
$860–$1,100 a year. In addition, RV 
owners spend anywhere between 
$500–$1,700 each year on mainte-
nance and repairs. Meanwhile, fifth-

wheel owners who 
rent their RV make 
between $400–
$1,100 per week. 

Avoid Storage Fees
Many RV owners 
are left hunting for storage space 
when not using their RV. Storage 
fees add up, ranging anywhere from 
$50–$200 a month, and can be a sig-
nificant financial burden. 

Develop Connections
Gain more business with repeat 
renters and from other owners who 
recommend your rig when their listing 
is already booked. The more lasting 
connections you make with renters 
and owners, the easier the rental 
process: you know what to expect, 
the renters will respect your property, 
and other owners will recommend you 
when they’re booked up. 

Foster the RV Community
A first-time renter’s experience might 
inspire them to become an RV owner. 
As an owner, you can set the standard 
for RV ownership. Renting will be their 

So, what do current owners think 
about Good Sam RV Rentals? 

Calendar Feature
Owners from Good Sam RV 

Rentals shared how much they 
value using the calendar feature, 

which allows owners to block 
off  dates and change prices, and 

also schedule discount weeks 
they want to fi ll with reserva-

tions quickly. Simple and easy to 
use, the calendar feature gives 
owners more control over their 

schedules.

Customer Service
Customers say Good Sam RV 
Rentals is the only platform 

that calls them when they need 
help. They also noted a faster 
response time than competi-
tors. When David Phillips was 
having diffi  culty uploading RV 

photos, a Good Sam Rentals’ 
team member reached out and 
walked him through uploading 

images until his listing was 
ready to go live. 

Ease of Use
Good Sam RV Rentals makes 
communication with renters 

straightforward. Renter 
Wayne Verschuere had less 
than 24 hours to book two 

rentals through Good Sam RV 
Rentals. The rental “coaches” 
helped him get in touch with 

owners who could provide 
the rigs he needed for his 

camping trip on short notice. 

Good Sam RV Rentals 
rvrentals.com

THE GOOD SAM 
EXPERIENCE

“A single-RV owner stands to 
make as much as $52,000 a year.”


Derek loves the 
freedom afforded 
by renting an 
RV. “One of my 
favorite things is 
that we can actu-
ally go wherever 
we want to go.”
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Is your coach running hot?Is your coach running hot?Is your coach running hot?
Let the experts at SEI diagnose and repair your coach the right way! 

Full hydraulic diagnosis and repair • OEM radiators in stock 
 100% dedicated to RV chassis repair • Chronic RV overheating is our specialty 
 All aspects of chassis repair • Ask about our special winter drop-off rates 

Located in the heart of Willamette Valley wine country 
We service chassis for Roadmaster, Freightliner, Spartan, Ford, Workhorse, Oshkosh, Prevost, Foretravel and Newell 

For more info – 458.207.9442 / sourcerv.com

first opportunity to learn RV care and campground 
protocol among other RV owners.

The Downsides
Renting isn’t suited for all owners, and there are 
well-known downsides that come with renting out 
your RV. Know what to expect, so nothing surprises 
you during the booking process. 

Renter Learning Curve
As RVing becomes more popular to first-time 
campers, their influx of business could actually stand 
to harm your profits, too. The reason? First-time 
RVers face a steep learning curve.

By introducing first-time renters to RVs, you may 
be required to help teach RV operation and safety, 
including towing a trailer (if applicable), leveling, 

  LIFE ON THE ROAD | RV rentals

hooking up power, amenities, and more.
We should note that not all 

platforms allow renters to drive or tow 
RVs. In that case, the learning curve 
straightens, and you might only have to 
review appliances and amenities. 

Upkeep
Like a hotel or Airbnb, guests expect their 
RV rental to be clean, organized, and 
ready for the trip. As you rent your RV 
throughout the year, you’ll be responsible 
for the upkeep. Hiring cleaning services will 
help, but that will affect your profit margin. 

Upkeep goes beyond cleaning: the 
more you rent your RV, the more wear-
and-tear it experiences. Expect minor 
repairs, especially when renting to new 
RVers. You act as the landlord for any 
problems that go unaddressed. 

Managing Reservations
Renting your RV requires ongoing 
planning and coordination. After all, 
you’re essentially running a small 
business. Luckily, platforms like Good 
Sam RV Rentals equip you with the 
reservation tools you need to make the 
process as simple as possible. Some 
customers will be easier to work with 
than others, so managing your property 
requires patience and firm standards of 
how you conduct business. 

Getting Started
You need to know what’s required from 
you as an owner, including insurance,  

 (continued on pg. 74)

“Renting your RV requires ongoing planning 
and coordination. After all, you’re essentially 
running a small business.”
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Premium Motorhome Mount 
Tow Bars & Dinghy Tow Brakes

blueox.com 800-228-9289

• Patented non-binding latches quickly disconnect in any terrain

• O�set triple lugs for easy attachment to the baseplate

• No centering pin, easy to stow & store. Safety cables included

• Rubber boots protect from dirt & debris

• 3-year limited warranty

Apollo, Ascent, Avail Patriot 3
• Electric, self-contained, for safe & easy towing

• No tank to drain, no pumps or hoses to connect

• Controller monitors braking & allows manual input

• Works with hybrids

• 2-year limited warranty

BLUE OX, CIRCLE 105 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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which platform to use, and what exactly 
you should expect to provide renters. 

Insurance
Most rental platforms include a 
standard coverage that gives RV owners 
liability protection in the case of fire, 
theft, accident, or damage. In the case 
of Good Sam RV Rentals, it’s $1 million. 
Renters can expect to pay for extra 
insurance through various plan options. 

Which Platform? 
Once you’ve committed to renting, the 
next step is to build your business. Multiple 
peer-to-peer rental platforms allow you to 
rent your RV. But which is best? 

Many RV owners list their rig on 
multiple sites to generate more traffic. 
But evaluate the platform before you 
agree to list your rig:

• What liability coverage do they 
provide for your RV? 

• How much does the platform charge 
you to list and book? 

• Can you decide who rents your RV?
• Is there a calendar option to control 

when your RV is available? 
• How does the platform handle  

cancellations? 

Listing Your RV
Attract renters with a competitive price 
that doesn’t under- or oversell. A newer 
RV doesn’t equate to exorbitant prices, 
for example, nor does an older one mean 
you have to lose money during the trans-
action. Avoid underselling by comparing 
RV listings similar to yours to ensure 
you’re getting the most from your rental. 

Determine your rental radius. Keep in 
mind your RV’s location in relation to 
camping and outdoor attractions. Share 
photos of both the interior and exterior 
of your rig, and be forthright with any 
potential issues with your RV.

As an RV owner entering the rental 
space, your priority is to create a reliable 
rental experience and earn extra money 
without unnecessary hassle. With the 
right platform—and the right effort on 
your listing—you can create a rental 
experience that’s worth repeating. 
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I know what you’re thinking: “Exercise while on my RV vacation, 
really Stef? RV trips are for relaxing, not exercising!” Coming from me—
an RVing personal trainer—this might totally surprise you, but I agree 

with you! That is, IF your RV trip is only for a weekend, or just a few short 
days. If that’s you, then you can go back to lounging by your campfire and 
stop reading right here with my blessing. But … if you take longer RV trips, 
like James and I do, then read on.

It’s not a good idea to take prolonged breaks from exercise. All the work 
you’ve done to build the fitness you have, you’ll lose. For people who already 
workout regularly, taking a few days or a week off isn’t going to do much, so 
at least there’s that silver lining. Sometimes your body actually needs that 
break. But if you take off longer than a week, your aerobic conditioning starts 
to noticeably decline. Your muscle strength declines, too. The fitter you are, 
the sooner you’ll notice signs of detraining. (I know, so unfair, right?!) While 
I wish this wasn’t the case, fitness cannot be stored up and banked. So! 
What’s a fit-loving RVer to do? Turn your campsite into the best—and most 
fun—gym ever!

The RV Gym
B Y  S T E F A N Y  A D I N A R O  @ T H E F I T R V
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HEALTH + FITNESS

Transform your campsite into an exercise haven.

Pick a Workout-Friendly 
Campsite
When I’m making reservations for our 
campsite, my number one criterion 
isn’t finding the spot with the best 
views. Instead, my priority is to seek 
out campsites that are workout 
friendly. I look for a level site, open 
enough (not completely enclosed 
with trees and underbrush) that I 
have room to roll out my yoga mat or 
use my jump rope. Since picnic tables 
make excellent workout props, I try 
to find sites with tables. And since 
I’m always looking for things to use 
as anchors for my resistance bands 
and TRX, sites with a stable fence or 
pole of some sort (like a ramada) get 
bumped up the list, too. Picking your 
campsite wisely means you’ll have an 
easier time doing a full workout com-
fortably right outside the RV door.

Transforming Your 
Campsite into a Gym
Once you’ve secured a workout-friendly 
campsite, you’re ready to channel your 
resourceful side and set the stage—or, 
well, set the gym. While you can get a 
great workout at the campsite with no 
equipment at all, having some travel- 
friendly exercise gear packed in the RV 
gives you more exercise options. And 
really, it just makes exercising more fun. 

CONNECT WITH NATURE
Exercising outside can give you the change 
of scenery you need to keep you motivated 
and make the workout more enjoyable. Best 
of all, no waiting in long lines at a gym!

R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  M A R C H  2 0 2 2  75
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Here’s what we travel with; and why it’s 
earned its place in our RV:

1. Resistance Bands Kit: If you could only 
take one exercise accessory in the RV 
to keep you fit on the road, the absolute 
best choice would be a resistance band 
kit. Not only will you effectively build 
strength, but bands are also inexpensive 
and easy to store in the RV, unlike heavy 
weights. I especially love how resistance 
bands add variety and spice up a workout 
on the road. It’s important to LIKE your 
exercise, and the bands give you virtually 

4. TRX: I just love the TRX, especially 
how it adds a little “fun factor” to our 
campsite gym. The TRX, which stands 
for Total-body Resistance eXercise, is a 
suspension training tool that uses your 
own body weight, especially the core, to 
whip you into shape. It’s basically two 
long adjustable straps that you mount 
somewhere safe and sturdy at just above 
head level. Since pretty much every single 
thing you do on the TRX requires balance, 
it puts a whole new spin on the typical 
go-to exercises everybody and their 
sister are doing down the street at the 
traditional gym. The TRX has “handles” 
that can be used for either your hands or 

feet, and it allows for a ton of unilateral 
and functional exercises that are hard to 
replicate using traditional weights. And 
this isn’t just for advanced exercisers ei-
ther. The TRX is great for all ability levels, 
and that includes seniors, too.

That’s it! Those four things are all we 
travel with to set up our campsite gym. 
It’s not much, but it’s all we need to 
keep us on track with our fitness. So, my 
trainer advice to you? As you set up your 
own RV gyms, don’t make it complicated. 
Bring a couple of things to make your 
workouts fun and fresh, and you’ll be 
all set to enjoy quite possibly your most 
enjoyable “gym” workouts ever, in the 
sunshine, right outside your RV door. 

unlimited possibilities to keep your work-
outs fresh and interesting. Beginners 
and advanced exercisers alike can benefit 
from resistance bands, because they are 
completely adaptable to all fitness levels.

2. Yoga Mat:  While I’m not sure how many 
states I’ve unrolled my most recent yoga 
mat on (a lot), I am sure these mats are our 
most used piece of RV fitness equipment. 
Being in such a small RV, our workouts 
always happen outside. Since I’m not a big 
fan of lying in dirt, gravel, or damp grass, 
the mats make it possible for us to workout 

anywhere without getting 
wet or dirty. I’ve even used 
mine on the edge of the 
Grand Canyon!

3. Jump Rope:  Besides 
being an inexpensive tool 
that packs easily, jumping 
rope is also a fantastic 
way to torch calories 
in less time. One study 
found that 10 minutes of 
jumping rope is compara-
ble to 30 minutes of easy 

jogging. Jumping rope 
isn’t only cardio boost-
ing, it’s also full body 
strengthening—working 
you from head to toe. And 
yes, jumping rope does 
put a lot of stress on your 
joints. But when you do 
it properly, it requires no 
more impact than jogging. 
If you’re more adven-
turous, there are tons of 
tricks you can try to make 
it more of a fun challenge. 
And if you’re new to it, 
there are also beginner 
techniques that require no 
jumping at all.

ADVANCED


Start by doing 10 skips with both feet, 
then do 10 single leg jumps on your right 

foot, and then do 10 more on your left 
foot. Repeat the pattern doing 9 reps. 
Continue repeating the pattern doing 

one less rep each time through, all the 
way down to 0. Rest long enough to get 

your heart rate down and then do 10 
pushups (either traditional or against a 
wall or with hands on a bench) before 

repeating the jump rope ladder again. Do 
3 sets of both the ladder and pushups. 

BEGINNER


Do 10 skips in whichever style you pre-
fer, then do 10 figure-8 rope swings (feet 
don’t move) holding both handles. Next, 
do 9 skips followed by 9 figure-8 rope 

swings. Continue repeating the pattern 
doing one less rep each time through, all 
the way down to 0. Do 10 wall pushups 
to finish the set. Do 3 sets to complete 

the workout.

TRY THIS JUMP ROPE 
LADDER WORKOUT

“The greatest treasure in life is to be 
healthy. So, exercise often, exercise 
everywhere, and have fun with it.”
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ULTIMATE DEALS ALL MONTH LONG

EXCLUSIVE SHOW PRICING

UltimateRVExpo.com
*Offer must be in writing and obtained from a licensed RV dealer or private seller. Written offer, which can include signed sales contracts and buyer’s orders, must have been presented to customer within seven (7) days of submission 
to participating dealership and must include the date the offer was made, the year, make, model, mileage (if applicable), and vehicle identification number (“WIN”) of the RV. To receive guaranteed trade-in value and/or appraisal, 
vehicle must be in same of substantially the same condition it was in at time of offer. All offers are subject to inspection. $1,000 cash will be tendered in the form of cash, check, or money order. © 2022 FreedomRoads, LLC. The 
CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. and used with permission. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. Offers expire 2/26/2022. FR019345-1221

*
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BATTERIES FOR 
EVERY APPLICATION
• Gasoline Engine Starting Batteries

• Diesel Engine Starting &
Dual-Purpose Batteries

• House Power Batteries

info.discoverbattery.com/rv-batteries

MIXTECH DRY CELL (AGM)LITHIUM BLUE LiFePO4

Protect 
Your 
Pets

Just like us, our 
furry companions 
need health care, 

and exploring 
insurance options 

will help you make 
the best decision.

BY RAC HAEL JOHNSON 
@2TRAVELING DOGS

  LIFE ON THE ROAD

policies also offer virtual vet appoint-
ments by phone and a 24-hour hotline 
for emergencies. 

Pet insurance covers veterinary 
procedures, either entirely or in part. 
So many pet-insurance options are 
available that it is easy to get over-
whelmed. But if you focus on what your 
pet’s specific needs are, combined with 
your traveling lifestyle, narrowing down 
your best fit will be a preparation you 
will be happy to have made.

Keep in mind that most pet-in-
surance companies will not cover a 
preexisting condition, so it’s important 
to enroll before any issues arise. So, 

One of our family’s favorite parts 
about the RV lifestyle is spontaneity. 
Last-minute turns in the road make for 
the best memories. But with adventure 
comes risks. And a little preparation 
before those turns in the road can save 
us not only heartache but money. This 
is especially true when it comes to pet 
insurance for some of the most valued 
members of our family. 

Pet insurance helps lessen the 
overall costs of veterinary bills, similar 
to health-insurance policies for people. 
A great feature of pet insurance for 
travelers is that most policies do not 
require you to see an “in network” 
veterinarian. As long as the provider 
is a licensed practitioner, generally 
speaking, that is acceptable. Many 
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Our pets are like family, so 
ensuring they get the best care 
allows us to continue to make 
priceless memories.

PET FIRST-AID KIT

 absorbent 
gauze pads

 adhesive 
tape

 cotton balls
 swabs
 hydrogen 

peroxide
 ice packs

 disposable 
gloves

 scissors

 tweezers

 syringe

 towels

  flashlight

 wipes 

Without a pet first-aid kit, our 
family would be lost. When pet 
emergencies arise—and they 
will—have what you need in a 

place where you can find it quickly. 
We include:

TIP: Have an extra supply of your 
pet’s medication and all vet and 
immunization records on hand.

PETS
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BATTERIES FOR 
EVERY APPLICATION
• Gasoline Engine Starting Batteries

• Diesel Engine Starting &
Dual-Purpose Batteries

• House Power Batteries

info.discoverbattery.com/rv-batteries
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what does pet insurance cover, based on the 
company? Pet insurance may cover unexpected 
injuries or accidents, unexpected illnesses like 
cancer or parvovirus, surgical procedures like 
repairing ligament tears, medication, tests like 
x-rays and blood work, and emergency-exam 
fees. A Wellness Plan may be offered by many 
companies as an add-on to your pet-insurance 
policy. A Wellness Plan may include routine 
care, preventative care, checkups, and yearly 
vaccines. If chiropractic care, acupuncture, 
holistic treatments, and hydrotherapy are a re-
quirement for your pet, be sure and specifically 
ask if these options are covered.

Coverage Criteria
What are the criteria that most pet-insurance 
policy rates are based on? Size, breed, age, 
location, term, and length of insurance policy, 
reimbursement rate, deductible, payout limit, 
and plan type. Our family checked on coverage 

for Peanut Butter Brickle, who is now 12 years 
old. For us, we could not afford the premium 
and certainly wish we would have known about 
pet insurance when he was younger. So why 
do carriers have high premiums for senior 
pets? We reached out to a few and found that 
they believe as your pet gets older, he/she is 
more likely to become ill. But some insurance 
companies, such as Trupanion, will not raise the 
premium as the pet gets older.

Words of Wisdom
Depending on the insurance company, there 
may be discounts available based on multi-pet 
households, if your pet has been spayed or 
neutered, your income, and military service.

Pet-insurance plans are typically reim-
bursement-based. That means that you’ll pay 
up front for your pet’s medical expenses. You 
take your pet to a licensed veterinarian and 
then submit a claim to get reimbursed. So, what 
terms should you be aware of as you begin re-
searching pet-insurance options?

Comprehensive Coverage: This coverage 
covers illnesses such as cancer or allergies, 

“Pet insurance helps lessen the 
costs of veterinary bills, similar to 

insurance policies for people.” EXTRA 
PROTECTION

Good Sam TravelAssist: 
With Good Sam’s Family 
+ Pet coverage, if you are 

traveling with your pet and 
are hospitalized, they can 

help with pet boarding. 
They will coordinate, make 
reservations, pick up your 

pet from your location 
and deliver them to the 
boarding facility. If you 
require transportation 

home, they will get your 
pet home safely as well. 
When traveling, the Pet 
Concierge Assistant can 

provide you with referrals 
and assistance in locating 
pet-related services. That 

includes veterinarians, 
groomers, pet-friendly 

hotels, pet-friendly 
restaurants, and other 
pet-related services. 

DISCOVER BATTERY, CIRCLE 110 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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and some plans cover congenital and 
hereditary conditions.

Accident Only: This coverage is simple: 
Your pet is covered only in the event of an 
accident or sudden illness.

Annual Max Coverage: How much you can 
be reimbursed within a 12-month period. 
After this amount is reached, you are re-
sponsible for paying until your coverage 
resets for the year.

Deductible: The portion of the veterinary bill 
you’re responsible for before your plan’s re-
imbursement takes effect. Most pet-insur-
ance companies use an annual deductible.

Reimbursement Percentage: The 
percentage of the vet’s bill that the 
insurance company will cover once 
you’ve met the deductible amount. The 
remainder is your responsibility.

Per-Incident Limit: This limit caps how 
much you can be reimbursed for a single 
illness or accident.

How Does Pet Insurance Work?
(Example only; actual process may vary by carrier.)

1. Take your pet to the veterinarian
2. Pay the veterinarian bill
3. Submit a claim to the pet-insurance 

company. Make sure 
to include a copy 
of the invoice and 
medical records. As 
travelers, look for a 
paperless option and 
scan or email copies 
requested.

4. Your pet-in-
surance company 
will review your claim 
based on the policy. 
The time for this 
step varies by carrier. 
After researching, we 
found most insurance 
carriers reimburse 
within 30 days, but 
some may take longer.

Again, generally, pet 
insurance isn’t like 
health insurance for 

people, meaning you don’t have to worry 
about going to an “in-network” veter-
inarian. You usually can go to the vet 
of your choice, with some exceptions. 
Some carriers do require a permanent 
address, even though you can use any 
veterinarian.

Is it Worth It?
You may ask yourself if you need pet 
insurance at all. Some travelers prefer 
to start a savings account specifically to 
cover their pet’s medical bills. But when 
our family was faced recently with life-
or-death medical decisions for our dog 
Digby, we would have preferred not to 
have those decisions affected by what 
money we had in the bank. Choosing 
the right treatments for our pets is hard 
enough without having to worry if we 
can afford the best care and if we can 
afford to fund the decision we want 
to make. Pet insurance allows you the 
luxury of not having to balance care with 
what you can afford. 

Insuring your pet can potentially 
save you tens of thousands of dollars. 
Remember that it is always best to 
insure your pets while they’re young due 
to cost. But it is never too late to obtain 
a pet-insurance policy that will make 
sure they are cared for in the event of an 
unexpected accident or illness.

We have 
researched many 
carriers over the 
years and found 
that the options 
are endless. If you 
base your decision 
for coverage on 
the individuality 
and love of your 
pet, you will make 
the right decision. 
Joining pet-insurance 
groups on social 
media also allows the 
opportunity to see 
real-life situations 
and how each carrier 
responds. Remember, 
most carriers have a 
waiting period, so do 
your research before 
your next trip! 
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Squat Happens

You don’t need a bigger truck...
You need Air Lift®

You may not know it, but that bounce, sway and squat you 
experience when towing or hauling is an easy fix. Adding an 
air suspension from Air Lift will bring your truck back to level, 
providing a safer and more comfortable ride. You don’t need 
a bigger truck, you need Air Lift. 

Check out our fun new commercial and 
get acquainted with the Lumberman.
Go to: airliftcompany.com/squathappens

©2022 Air Lift Company
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The red-rock buttes and steep canyon walls in Sedona, Arizona, feature 
the work of Mother Nature at her finest. The area is built for adventure 
with its surrounding 1.8 million acres of national forest, wilderness, and 
heritage sites. There are numerous trailheads and it’s a virtual play-
ground for outdoor lovers who appreciate wide-open spaces and colorful 
landscape as far as the eye can see. Photo by @WereOutNAbout
 
Share your photo with us: info-rvmagazine@rv.com

Geological Masterpiece
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