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QUALITY 
IS STANDARD EQUIPMENT

What most other manufacturers consider optional 
equipment, we call standard, including quality.

For 2022, the design team at Lance knocked it out of the park with three all new decors and have made 
over twenty previously optional features now standard. So along with 57 years of delivering some of the best 

built travel trailers and truck campers on the road, deciding what features you want on your new Lance 
has never been easier! Kinda like having your RV cake and eating it too!
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Readers’ Choice

G O L D W I N N E R

Superior Quality Top Floor Plan Industry Leading Innovation Cutting Edge DesignReaders’ Favorite

Visit LanceCamper.com for complete product details and the location of your nearest Lance dealer.

FEATURES VARY BY MODEL.

TRUCK CAMPERS

MODEL 960 MODEL 1995

SHARED FEATURES TRAVEL TRAILERS
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Nature’s Power
Seven glorious falls, including 
this one in Alberta, Canada, are 
just a sampling of the cascading 
beauties found across North 
America. See story on page 38.
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16
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32
38 SPLASH INTO SUMMER

What better way to kick off the 
warm season by cooling down in 
the mist of a majestic waterfall?
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FEATURES

38 SPLASH INTO SUMMER
What better way to kick off the 
warm season by cooling down in 
the mist of a majestic waterfall?

16 ATLANTIC ATTRACTION
Wagons East! Check out these 10 
must-see RV pit stops along the 
right coast.

22 YOU CAN TAKE IT
  WITH YOU

How to boost the work space in 
your RV.

28 RV ROAD TRIP: FLORIDA’S 
  SOUTHERN GULF COAST

The white-sand beaches may need 
no introduction, but museums, 
wildlife, regional cuisine, and even 
parasailing also beckon.

32 THE ANGLING EXPERIENCE
Whether from a boat, dock, or the 
shoreline, few things are more 
fulfilling than wetting a line. 
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DEPARTMENTS

Contents
7 MESSAGE FROM MARCUS

Flexibility is Key

8 THE BUZZ
Here’s what our readers are saying.

Foodie
 10 CAMP CUISINE

Grilling and RVing go hand in hand, 
but why not mix things up with some 
open-faced steak fajitas?

 12 LOCAL FLAVORS
The West and the Middle East blend 
in Dearborn, Michigan, where you can 
finish off a day of touring the Henry 
Ford Museum with some zesty lamb 
kebabs.

14 THE BEST OF 
  THE WEST

Slide over to the 
Pacific side of the 
US for some of the 
tastiest IPAs in the 
country.

M A Y  2 0 2 2

Traveling nurses Lindsay and Chase discovered 
that living out of their RVs—a travel trailer and 
a truck camper—is the most rewarding way to 
experience life. See story on page 46.

Ford Museum with some zesty lamb 

US for some of the 
tastiest IPAs in the 
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Contents

Here’s what our readers are saying.

Grilling and RVing go hand in hand, 
but why not mix things up with some 
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54 WHEELS AFIELD
Whether for hunting, fishing, or 
hiking the terrain, these five rigs are 
great home bases for adventurous 
RVers.

58 THE VOLTS ARE IN 
Why won’t your A/C kick on? We lift 
the curtain on the different power 
systems in RVs.

62 INTERIOR MOTIVES
New Design, DIY and Renovation 
Centers offer all the latest trends to 
give your RV a modern makeover.

Life on the Road
65 YOGA AND RVING

Grab a mat and strike a pose: It’s 
great for your mind, body, and spirit.

70 WELCOME HOME!
Why you should take care to 
introduce your pets to your RV 
before hitting the road. 

74 SNAPSHOTS
So, where to next?

In the Know
42 PECHANGA RV RESORT AND CASINO

You’re sure to hit the RV jackpot while 
staying at this five-star Southern 
California resort.

44 PARK STEWARDS UNITE!
Volunteering is the best way to show 
your love for our public lands.

46 CALLING THE SHOTS
An RVing couple hits the road full time 
as traveling nurses in search of the 
freedom to explore new places. 

Rigs + Gear
49 TACKLING THE TERRAIN

Jayco’s 4WD Sprinter-based Class B is 
a delightful beast on and off the road, 
and a luxurious beauty in camp.

50 TECH Q&A
You’ve got questions, and our RV 
expert has answers! 
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SSeasonal campgrounds have been open for 
about a month and all campgrounds are pre-
paring for the first big weekend of the year and 
the official start to camp season: Memorial Day 
weekend. 

This year, our roads will be filled with 
more RVs than ever, so the key to this camping 
season is flexibility. Most people learned their 
lessons in 2021 and realized 
that planning ahead is a 
must, and as a result, many 
campgrounds are already 
booked well into the year. 
That’s where being flexible 
comes into play. There  
are plenty of campgrounds 
that are eager for your  
arrival—you just need to 
take another look. 

Now, I’m always going 
to recommend going to 
goodsam.com to search the 
1,900-plus Good Sam Campgrounds across the United States 
and Canada—the sheer volume will increase the likelihood of 
finding a great spot (and at a discount if you’re a Good Sam 
member). I also encourage you to utilize overnight-only spots 
to help bridge the gap between traditional campground stays. 
We all have our favorite destinations but increasing the radius 
around where you want to end up, even slightly, can help.

Marcus Lemonis
Publisher
@marcuslemonis

WELCOME

FLEXIBILITY 
IS KEY

There are
plenty of
campgrounds 
that are eager 
for your arrival
—you just need
to take another 
look.

Plans change, particularly when people must make 
reservations so far in advance, which means there’s always 
a chance of cancellations or no shows—unfortunate for the 
campground, but potentially lucky for you. Don’t count on 
this to happen, but don’t count it out, either. If your favorite 
spot is already booked, check again when it’s closer to your 
travel date. You can also use technology to help you—there 
are a lot of apps and resources to help you along the way.

Keep an eye out for new campgrounds. Thanks to entre-
preneurs seeing an opportunity to meet an unprecedented 
demand for sites (which shows no signs of slowing down), 
new parks are opening at a fast pace. Give them a chance—
one of them may just become your new favorite. 
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RVs are the best
because___      

@LadyFaceVela
You can go anywhere and 
when you get tired you 
sleep in your own bed!!

@KarenMcCollum12
They allow for flexibility 
while traveling & allow 
you to travel more! They 
allow you to go where 
you want, when you 
want!

@rogrtheshrubber
You don’t have to share a 
bathroom.

@BobSmit41725079
If I don’t like my 
neighbors I can move.

CONNECT WITH US
info-rvmagazine@rv.com

 RVdotCom
 RV.com
 RV_com

FROM TWITTER PROPANE PIT
� e Buzz in the February 
issue asked about my favorite 
section of the magazine and 
what I would like to see in 
future issues.

I enjoy the Tech Q&A sec-
tion to gain helpful knowledge 
from the experts. However, I 
think another means of gain-
ing knowledge and informa-
tion could come from other 
RVers who could share their 

experiences they have learned 
on the road. 

As for me, I can give you 
one of my experiences that I 
would like to share. I know 
that a real wood-burning � re 
is the favorite type of camp� re 
for most, but it is not always 
allowed, and it can be di�  cult 
to obtain � rewood. I have 
found that a portable propane 
� repit can be just as enjoyable. 
� e portable 
method is an 
easy setup 
and can be 
conveniently 
stored. Also, 
when you are 
done for the 
evening, just 
turn it o� . 
No hassles of 
a live � re to 
deal with.
Tony Duck
Sulphur, Oklahoma

VEGGIE TALES
My husband and I love the 
new format of RV Magazine
and even though we’ve been 
campers for most of our lives, 
we learn something new 
every month. While we try to 
eat a healthy diet, we are not 
vegetarians. But I’ve noticed 
that nearly all, if not every 
one, of Robert Irvine’s recipes 
are meat-based. I would love 
to see some adaptations for 
people who follow plant-

based diets or those of us who 
are looking for ways to focus 
more on protein alternatives. 
Subtle changes such as adding 
“or a plant-based meat substi-
tute” for ground beef, or “use 
vegetable stock to make this 
dish vegan” would be a wel-
come addition to your great 
food features.
Cindy Kazee, via email

READY TO ROLL!
I just read the March issue 
and thoroughly enjoyed it, 
especially the “Get Ready to 
Roll” article. I have torn it 
out and will keep it handy 
for my checklist. I do believe 
you overlooked one key item: 
checking the wheel bearings 
along with some speci� c rec-
ommendations for them.
Richard Davis
Hamilton, Montana

READY TO ROLL?
I enjoyed the “Get Ready to 
Roll” article in the March 
issue. Over the past few years 

THE BUZZ

EUREKA!
� ank you to Stefany Adinaro for her great tips included in “� e 
RV Gym” article in the March issue. I always enjoy reading her 
articles, but this one was particularly helpful. My husband and I 
are not full-time RVers, but we do head out about twice a month, 
and this gym rat has been trying to create a mobile gym along 
the way. While I have included nearly all of the items Stefany 
mentions, the TRX recommendation was brilliant in my mind, 
and was something I had yet to think of. I immediately purchased 
a TRX kit for the camper and can’t wait to try it out. We always 
enjoy your magazine, and always come away from each issue with 
great tips, but this tip was a “Eureka” moment for me!
Tracy Small, via email
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SLEEPING BAG STORAGE QUICK TIP
I needed to find a better way to store sleeping bags in the RV when 
our four grandkids (five now) aren’t using them. It’s so simple … just 
vacuum bag ’em. No, not with a high-dollar system; just use tall 
kitchen garbage bags, a piece of painter’s tape, and a vacuum cleaner. 
The process only takes seconds, costs pennies, and keeps the sleeping 
bags clean, dry, and compact.

Roll the sleeping bags tight, shove them in a trash bag, suck out 
the air, then spin the “tail” and wrap with the tape. Two hints: Fold 
the tape end on itself to make an easy release tab and use a heavi-
er-duty yard-waste bag for memory gel toppers. You could even 
knot the tail if it’s long enough. - Dave Weigle, Kingston, Tennessee

You don’t have to share a 

CONNECT WITH US
rv.com

SLEEPING BAG STORAGE QUICK TIP
I needed to find a better way to store sleeping bags in the RV when 
our four grandkids (five now) aren’t using them. It’s so simple … just 
vacuum bag ’em. No, not with a high-dollar system; just use tall 
kitchen garbage bags, a piece of painter’s tape, and a vacuum cleaner. 
The process only takes seconds, costs pennies, and keeps the sleeping 
bags clean, dry, and compact.

the air, then spin the “tail” and wrap with the tape. Two hints: Fold 
the tape end on itself to make an easy release tab and use a heavi-
er-duty yard-waste bag for memory gel toppers. You could even 
knot the tail if it’s long enough.

RVers who could share their 

� repit can be just as enjoyable. 
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JOIN THE CONVERSATION

What tips do you have for making the 
sewer-hose connection process easier? 
Are there any products you use to help?
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NEW! No more ice!

OUTDOORS
Full temperature control  
from your smartphone.

For more information, please visit 
www.camco.netSubscribe to our YouTube 

for tips & more outdoor products!

Portable 
Refrigerators 
available in 

various sizes!

I feel I’ve done fairly well with most of the 
safety checks shown by Mr. Adinaro. How-
ever, I feel he needs to add one more safety 
check: Be sure to check before � ring up the 
engine on gas motorhomes to determine 
if there’s still a catalytic converter. My RV’s 
cat was stolen while in storage and when 
� ring up the engine for the � rst time it 
sounded like an explosion. 
Gary Shilling, Orting, Washington

YOU’VE GOT A WINNER!
Best editorial section ever! Good for you! 
Love the whole magazine, and have since 
the day we received the first issue in the 
mail unexpectedly. You have a winning 
formula with this magazine, and you’ve 
made it very appealing for a younger 
generation of folks, which was very 
smart indeed. Keep on keeping on, RV 
Magazine!
Koralea Reeves
Hendersonville, Tennessee

AGREE TO DISAGREE
Class B motorhomes are all the rage right 
now, but your magazine doesn’t seem to 
re� ect this movement. Is there a magazine 
that deals in just Class B motorhomes? 
Rick, San Antonio, Texas

Editor’s Note: Rick, you are correct; Class B 
motorhomes continue to be a popular choice 
for RVers. But, we do have to respectfully 
disagree; not only do we include Class B mo-
torhomes on a regular basis, you can turn 
to page 49 of this very issue for a preview of 
Jayco’s Terrain diesel Class B. Enjoy!

HAPPY BOWL LINERS
In your March issue you asked about 
favorite products other RVers may not have 
heard of. Mine is biodegradable Happy 
Bowl liners. I’ve been using them since 
2008 and they really help keep the toilet 

bowl and seal clean.
Lesley Koonce, Roseville, California

A LITTLE HELP?
I’m a single lady and have been RVing 
for the last six years. I was in my middle 
70s when I started out by myself. I have 
a Coachmen 26 Class C and I can handle 
everything while setting up at a camp-
ground except the sewer-hose connection. 
Since I am an older adult, I do not have the 
strength to connect the hose or take it o� . 

I always need a friend to do it for me. 
If anyone can give some advice on this 
I would appreciate it. Also, if the RV manu-
facturers could make it a little easier to 
get to the sewer connection that would be 
appreciated, too.
Alice Ferrell, Klamath Falls, Oregon 

CA
M

CO
, I

NC
., 

CI
RC

LE
 10

8 
ON

 R
EA

DE
R 

SE
RV

IC
E 

CA
RD

R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  M AY  2 0 2 2  9

RVM2205 - The Buzz.indd   3/14/22   10:33 AM   - 9 -    (Cyan)RVM2205 - The Buzz.indd   3/14/22   10:33 AM   - 9 -    (Cyan)RVM2205 - The Buzz.indd   3/14/22   10:33 AM   - 9 -    (Magenta)RVM2205 - The Buzz.indd   3/14/22   10:33 AM   - 9 -    (Magenta)RVM2205 - The Buzz.indd   3/14/22   10:33 AM   - 9 -    (Yellow)RVM2205 - The Buzz.indd   3/14/22   10:33 AM   - 9 -    (Yellow)RVM2205 - The Buzz.indd   3/14/22   10:33 AM   - 9 -    (BlacK)RVM2205 - The Buzz.indd   3/14/22   10:33 AM   - 9 -    (BlacK)



At Camp

Blend all marinade ingredients until smooth.

Pour the marinade over the skirt steak in a sealable container or bag. 
Refrigerate for 1–2 hours (4 hours maximum).

Sauté the peppers and onion in olive oil in a pan over a medium-heat 
grill, or directly on a griddle, until soft and they begin to brown. Take 
off of the grill and set aside.

Remove the skirt steak from the marinade and dry off with a paper 
towel. Grill over medium-high heat for 4–5 minutes per side. Let rest 
for 5 minutes before slicing. 

Slice steak against the grain, into ¼-inch strips. Serve with warm pita bread, 
rice, and onion and peppers. Top with shredded cheese and pico de gallo. 

1

2

3

5

4

OPEN�FACED
st EAK FAJITAS

There are so many great things about RVing. One of my 
favorite things to do is grill for my family. While at home, I’m 
not the primary chef, but when we get to the campground, 

I wear my apron like Superman wears his cape. I cannot explain 
why but being in the great outdoors really gets my culinary 
juices flowing. I take such care in setting up my outdoor 
kitchen, my wife laughs. She doesn’t understand why I am 
so meticulous and particular about our grills. Once I’m set 
up, I love putting my own special twist on our favorite 
meals. Just about everyone has thrown a T-bone or ribeye 
steak on the grill. How about grilling up some skirt steak 
for delicious fajitas?. — KEITH SIMS

SERVES 4    PREP TIME 10 MINUTES ACTIVE (1–4 HOURS TO MARINATE STEAK)    
COOK TIME 20 MINUTES

CAMP CUISINE
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Marinade• 4 lbs skirt steak (cleaned of 
fat and connective tissue)

• 1 package of pita bread 
• 1 chopped sweet onion
• 3 cups cooked rice
• 3 sweet peppers, sliced into 

strips
• Olive oil
• Shredded cheese
• Pico de gallo

• ³⁄₄ cup balsamic vinegar
• 2¹⁄₂ cups olive oil
• ¹⁄₄ cup Worcestershire sauce
• 2 shallots, roughly chopped
• 2 garlic cloves
• 1 tbsp chopped fresh cilantro 

leaves
• 1 tsp ground black pepper
• 1 tbsp kosher salt

You’ll Need
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• 400-WATT SOLAR PANEL PACKAGE
• 4 X 100AH ECO-ION LITHIUM (LIFEPO4) BATTERIES
• DUAL 10-INCH TOUCHSCREEN CONTROL PANELS
• XANTREX™ 2000-WATT PURE-SINE WAVE INVERTER
• TRUMA VARIOHEAT 11,500 BTU FURNACE
• TRUMA AQUAGO® COMFORT PLUS WATER HEATER
• 2.1 CU. FT. TRUMA PORTABLE FRIDGE/FREEZER 
• 124 CU. FT. GARAGE STORAGE AREA
• MURPHY BED SYSTEM 70” X 72”
• 40 GAL. HEATED FRESH WATER TANK
• FOUR SEASON COACH
• PRIVATE WET BATH / GEAR LOCKER

KEY FEATURES

PLEASURE-WAY INDUSTRIES LTD., CIRCLE 122 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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  FOODIE

DEARBORN, MICHIGAN
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by T E R R I  P E T E R S O N  S M I T H

Grilled Lamb 
Kebabs
These easy-to-make lamb skewers 
marinate in an exotic blend of spices, 
oil, and lemon. The result is juicy 
lamb with flavors of the Middle East. 
Serve with couscous and tomato 
salad with feta cheese.

On the Menu

1)  Finely chop onion, garlic, and parsley. 
Mix with the rest of the marinade 
ingredients.

2)  Pour marinade over lamb and mix. 
Cover and let sit at least half an hour. 

3)  Thread lamb chunks onto skewers 
alternating with pieces of onion and 
pepper. If using wooden skewers, soak in 
water first.

4)  Grill over high heat (or use a broiler) 
turning kebabs until meat is browned 
all over, about 7–9 minutes for medium 
rare. Do not overcook!

YOU’LL NEED


Around 1.7 million fans 
of American history, hot cars, 
and super-cool manufacturing 
flock to Dearborn, Michigan, 
every year. In this Detroit 
suburb, visitors can tour 300 
years of American innovation at 
Greenfield Village and Henry Ford 
Museum (thehenryford.org). After 
exploring the past, they can 
see futuristic manufacturing 
in action at Ford’s famous 
Rouge Complex where mech-
anization, robotics, and skilled 
workers come together to 
build one Ford F-150 truck per 
minute.

Since Henry Ford opened 
his Rouge plant in the 1920s, 
auto workers have flocked 
to Dearborn, many from the 

Middle East—Lebanon, Syria, 
and Yemen, for example—
giving Dearborn the nation’s 
highest percentage of Arab 
Americans and a reputation 
for some of the best Middle 
Eastern food outside of the 
Fertile Crescent. So, in addition 
to all things Ford, you’ll want 
to explore the distinctive 
culture and tradition on view 
at Dearborn’s Arab American 
National Museum (arab 
americanmuseum.org), and 
sample the cuisine at fantastic 
restaurants such as Al-Ameer 
(alameerrestaurant.com) and 
awesome baklava and other 
sweets at Shatila bakery 
(shatila.com). 
dearbornareachamber.com

Grilled Lamb 
These easy-to-make lamb skewers 
marinate in an exotic blend of spices, 
oil, and lemon. The result is juicy 
lamb with flavors of the Middle East. 
Serve with couscous and tomato 

YOU’LL NEED

Grilled Lamb 
These easy-to-make lamb skewers 
marinate in an exotic blend of spices, 
oil, and lemon. The result is juicy 
lamb with flavors of the Middle East. 
Serve with couscous and tomato 

YOU’LL NEED

MAKE IT


 1½ lbs of lamb 
cut into 1½-inch 
cubes, seasoned 
to taste with salt 
and pepper

 1 onion, cut into 
eighths

 1 green and 1 red 
(or orange) bell 
pepper, cut into 
large chunks

 1 medium yellow 
onion

 3 garlic cloves
 1 tsp allspice
 ½ tsp nutmeg
 ½ tsp cardamom

 1 cup packed 
fresh parsley

 ¹⁄₃ cup extra-virgin 
olive oil

 Juice and zest of 1 
lemon

Winnebago Spirit 31K
In the spirit of celebrating Henry Ford’s empire, check out the 
Ford E-450-based Spirit 31K that can sleep up to seven. This 
32-foot, 9-inch Class C houses a U-shaped dinette and sofa in 
its single slide, making for a roomy cooking and relaxing area. 
The kitchen’s appliances are all housed on the curbside and the 
solid-surface countertop is spacious. The bedroom with a walk-

Marinade

WHY WE LIKE IT Open and family-friendly floorplan | Options for sofa configurations | Three convertible sleeping areas up front

around queen bed and split bathroom (26-by-30-inch shower 
on one side, toilet and sink across the hall) are separated from 
the living area with a sliding door.
winnebago.com

LOCAL FLAVORS

The Legacy Gallery at Henry 
Ford Museum takes you on 
a journey through time.
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LOW

HIGH

When pairing wine with lamb, 
consider that the meat is often 
prepared, like our kebab recipe, 
with spices such as cloves and 
plenty of garlic, and grilled resulting 
in a slightly charred flavor. To match 
those tastes, try Le Canon De 
Cote Montpezat Rose 2020, from 
Bordeaux, France. It’s very dry with 
floral and fruity notes. $15.

Many prefer to pair lamb with 
a bold red wine. The South African 
Spier Creative Block #5 Red Blend 
2018 is a combination of cabernet 
sauvignon, merlot, petit verdot, 
and cabernet franc, which results 
in a full bodied wine with layers of 
blackberry, fig, and currant at $25. 

F I N E  P A I R I N G S

OF POWER 
SURGES

  ALWAYS WATCHING. 
 ALWAYS ALERT.
You never know when trouble may spike. 
Unpredictable lightning and poorly 
wired campgrounds are always a risk. 

So protect your assets with Power 
Watchdog®. It’s the most inexpensive 
security investment you’ll ever make. 
And it can be your RV’s best friend.

You never know when trouble may spike. 

wired campgrounds are always a risk. 

So protect your assets with Power 
. It’s the most inexpensive 

security investment you’ll ever make. 
And it can be your RV’s best friend.

 R

RV SURGE PROTECTOR

hughesautoformers.com

Toll-free: 888-540-1504  © 2022 Hughes Autoformers, LLC

security investment you’ll ever make. 
And it can be your RV’s best friend.
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OUT OF THIS WORLD
Ecliptic Brewing was founded 
by Oregon beer icon John Harris, 
and combines his passions for 
brewing and astronomy. 

There’s a saying that 
the West Coast is the 
best coast. While I 

may be able to come up with 
some arguments to support 
this claim, I also adore many 
aspects of the Midwest and 
East Coast. However, I do 
see truth to this saying for 
the bold, citrusy, hop-for-
ward West Coast IPAs.

From bright and classic 
to tropical and crisp and 
combinations thereof, these 
dry yet fruity beers brim 
with bitterness. The des-
ignation “West Coast IPA” 
arose years ago as a way to 
characterize the bitter profile 
that had become popular in 
San Diego, California, and 
other areas along the coast.
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Brouwerij West’s eco-friendly, mash fi lter-based San 
Pedro facility utilizes solar panels and uses 30% less 
water than traditional breweries. The fruity Bounce IPA 
brewed there features an ABV of 7.1%.

enlightenment temple that 
sits on the cliffs above. It’s a 
solid San Diego West Coast 
IPA with a hop-forward cit-
rus-and-pine character and 
a firm bitterness. This 6.8% 
ABV IPA features Chinook, 
Cascade, Centennial, Simcoe, 
Citra, and CTZ hops. 
pizzaport.com

Smog City IPA, Smog City 
Brewing Co., Torrance and 
Long Beach, California: 
Flaunting the exceptional 
flavor and aroma of West 
Coast hops with notes of 
orange, citrus peel, tropical 
fruit, and floral honey, the 
lightly toasted caramel malt 
balances the resinous hop 
flavors. It’s as if pineapple 
and pine came out to fight a 
giant mango. This 7.3% ABV 
beer is very well balanced 
yet hop forward. 
smogcitybrewing.com

Bounce, Brouwerij West, 
San Pedro, California: 
With ferocious notes of red 
grapefruit, mango, pine, and 
passionfruit thanks to the dank 
combination of Citra, Mosaic, 

ON TAP THIS MONTH

C’mon, get hoppy with these left-coast IPAs.
by E R I N  P E T E R S @ T H E B E E R G O D D E S S

THE BEST
OF THE WEST

LIGO, Ecliptic Brewing, 
Portland, Oregon: Clocking 
in at 6.5% ABV and pouring 
clean and fresh, this new 
beer is the brewery’s take on 
a West Coast IPA with a firm, 
yet modern hop character. 
Available year round, you’ll 
find citrus, berry, and 
tropical notes are comple-
mented by dankness and 
pine. eclipticbrewing.com

Swami’s, Pizza Port 
Brewing Co., Solana 
Beach, Carlsbad, Ocean 
Beach, and San Clemente, 
California: Swami’s IPA 
was first brewed in 1992 to 
commemorate one of their 
favorite local surf breaks 
nestled below a spiritual 

and Centennial hops, Bounce 
IPA maintains an approachabil-
ity for nearly every IPA drinker. 
The taste is wonderfully dry 
and crisp, with grapefruit pith 
emerging to the forefront. 
Second notes emerge of 
coconut and underripe plum, 
warm and rich. 
brouwerijwest.com

Outta Line IPA, Rogue 
Ales & Spirits, Newport, 
Oregon: This IPA is a bright 
honey-colored West Coaster 
brewed with Cascade, 
Mosaic, Citra, and Simcoe 
hops. Coming in at 6.9% 
ABV and 66 IBUs, flavors 
of tangerine, mango, 
pineapple, and perhaps 
guava arrive first, along 
with an earthy and toasty 
balance of malt sweetness. 
Enjoy this while living 
outside the lines. rogue.com

Amalgamator, Beachwood 
BBQ & Brewing, Huntington 
Beach, California: Amal-
gamator is a dynamic West 
Coast-style IPA that’s de-
lightfully light in body and 
bursting with unique flavor. 
The Mosaic hop dry-hop-
ping lays down an aromatic 
amalgam of passion fruit, 
blueberry, dank grassiness, 
and citrus notes. 
beachwoodbrewing.com 

enlightenment temple that enlightenment temple that 

C’mon, get hoppy with these left-coast IPAs.
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Longest Lasting - Most Trouble-Free

MOST
ADVANCED

MOST
ECONOMICAL

BEST
SELLING

ROADMASTER, INC., CIRCLE 127 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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B Y  L I S A  B A L L A R D

Atlantic AttractionAtlantic AttractionAtlantic AttractionAtlantic
Check out these 10 must-see pit stops on the East Coast.

Florida Keys
Author Ernest Hemingway, President 
Harry Truman, musician Jimmy Buffet, 
and designer Calvin Klein all lived in 
the Florida Keys, which speaks to its 
attraction. While you won’t find endless 
miles of white sand, this 180-mile 
string of small tropical islands—800 
total—and the southernmost point 
along the East Coast, offers world-
class saltwater fishing, snorkeling, 
and scuba diving. Forty-two bridges, 
including Seven Mile Bridge, the 
longest, connect one end of the Keys to 
the other along the Overseas Highway 
(US 1). Driving the highway is an 

experience in itself. It ends at Key West, 
population 30,000, and the largest city 
in the archipelago. Proud of its pirating 
and smuggling heritage, Key West 
appeals to your inner buccaneer. The 
legendary “Aunt Sally” baked the first 
Key lime pie here, too!

Florida Keys
Author Ernest Hemingway, President 
Harry Truman, musician Jimmy Buffet, 
and designer Calvin Klein all lived in 
the Florida Keys, which speaks to its 
attraction. While you won’t find endless 
miles of white sand, this 180-mile 
string of small tropical islands—800 
total—and the southernmost point 
along the East Coast, offers world-
class saltwater fishing, snorkeling, 
and scuba diving. Forty-two bridges, 
including Seven Mile Bridge, the 
longest, connect one end of the Keys to 
the other along the Overseas Highway 
(US 1). Driving the highway is an 

The East Coast of the United States is about 2,000 driving 
miles from its southern tip at Key West, Florida, to its north-
ernmost point near Eastport, Maine. Florida and Maine are 
but two of the 14 states with coastlines on the Atlantic Ocean. 

For an RVer, camping along the Atlantic Seaboard offers innumerable 
options. You could spend an entire vacation in just one of these states, 
visiting landmarks, attending cultural events, shopping for local crafts, 
tasting local cuisine, exploring the outdoors, or just relaxing on a sandy 
beach. Now imagine a road-trip up the entire coast. But where to park 
along the way?

Though the major cities, like Miami, New York City, and Boston are 
big draws in their own right, it can be difficult to pilot an RV through such 
dense urban sprawl. Of course, there are the must-visit destinations for 
travelers with specific interests, like Plymouth Rock for history buffs, 
Myrtle Beach for golfers, and Cape Hatteras for windsurfers. However, 
once you get past the obvious hot spots, there’s still so much more to 
explore. Following are 10 more pit stops worth putting on your itinerary.

Nothing says Florida like a citrusy, sweet, and creamy Key lime pie. Get 
yours from Key West Key Lime Pie Company at keylimepieco.com

Hemingway House
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Another brilliant sunset 
over the water in Key 
West, Florida. Below 
from left: A cannon 
demonstration at Fort 
Pulaski in Georgia. 
Author Lisa takes in the 
view of South Carolina’s 
Beaufort River.

Atlantic Attraction

Fort Pulaski, between 
Savannah and Tybee Island, 
is a must-see for anyone 
with an interest in military 
history. The massive, 
five-sided fort is named for 
Brigadier General Casimir 
Pulaski, a Pole who formed 
the first American legion 
on horseback during the 
Revolutionary War, thus his 
nickname, “Father of the 
American Cavalry.” The fort 
was completed in 1847. 
Its 11-foot-thick walls 
were believed impenetra-
ble, however, during the 

Civil War, the Union Army 
introduced “rifled” cannon 
fire, using a pointed, 
spinning cannonball 
against the fort, the holes 
from which are still visible 
today. The Confederates 
surrendered, marking a 
turning point in military 
innovation. After touring 
the fort, walk the 0.8-mile 
Lighthouse Overlook Trail 
through open marshes 
and forests—great 
birding habitat—to the 
historic Cockspur Island 
Lighthouse.

Beaufort, South Carolina
“Little Charleston” is more laid-back and 
uncrowded than its big sister, and less 
touristy than nearby Hilton Head. It’s a 
place to appreciate Antebellum archi-
tecture, watch Spanish moss wave in 
the breeze, and taste classic Southern 
cuisine, like homemade gumbo, fresh 
oysters, and crawfish. Anglers come here 
to catch cobia and other large gamefish 
that travel up the tidal Beaufort River. 
Ghost hunters love to explore “The 
Castle,” a haunted mansion. Pat Conroy, 
author of such literary classics as The 
Prince of Tides and The Great Santini, lived 
in Beaufort and once said, “I could not 
personally believe how beautiful, how 
exquisitely lovely this place was.” 

STATES 
ALONG THE 
ATLANTIC 
OCEAN, 

NORTH TO 
SOUTH

Maine
New Hampshire
Massachusetts

Rhode Island
Connecticut

New York
New Jersey
Delaware
Maryland
Virginia

North Carolina
South Carolina

Georgia
Florida

TRIVIA
QUESTION

OF THE 14 
STATES ALONG 

THE EAST 
COAST, WHICH 
ONE WAS NOT 
ONE OF THE 

ORIGINAL 
13 UNITED 
STATES?

ANSWER: Florida

Fort Pulaski National Monument, Georgia
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CAMP LONGER.
Memories are made with batteries that can do more.

Discover Battery’s LITHIUM BLUE offers a safe, easy-to-integrate 
battery that will run longer so you can spend more time creating 
memories. What are you waiting for a better battery?

info.discoverbattery.com/lithium-rv

Discover Battery’s LITHIUM BLUE offers a safe, easy-to-integrate 
battery that will run longer so you can spend more time creating 
memories. What are you waiting for a better battery?

Outer Banks, North Carolina
The Outer Banks has its share of beaches, 
boutiques, and restaurants, but it’s the reliable 
wind that makes it a world-renowned location 
for windsurfing and kitesurfing. The Wright 
Brothers traveled from Ohio to make their first 
successful motorized flight at Kitty Hawk thanks 
to its steady wind, which they believed would 
provide more lift for their heavier-than-air 
aircraft. You can see their workshop and stand 
where they took off and landed at the Wright 
Brothers National Memorial. Even better, you 
can try to fly yourself. Family-friendly Kitty Hawk 
Kites takes first-timers hang gliding over the 
nearby sand dunes. Other reasons to travel to 
the Outer Banks include its historic lighthouses 
and the Lost Colony on Roanoke Island. In 1587, 117 English 
men, women, and children established the first English 
settlement in the New World. Three years later, they 
had disappeared. Perhaps you’ll solve this 400-year-old 
mystery when you visit the Outer Banks.

E A S T  C O A S T  T R E A S U R E S

Above left: Soft-shell crab is a favorite 
among locals and visitors to North 
Carolina’s Outer Banks. Middle: Visitors 
can learn to hang glide on the sand 
dunes near Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. 
Bottom: A local fisherman pulls in a fish 
by the marsh grass and a traditional 
“duck house” on the Outer Banks. 

112.6 million
Population of the East 
Coast, or about 36% of 

the total US population.

28,673
Miles of “tidal 

shoreline” along the 
East Coast, if you 

measure every bay and 
inlet.

1513
Year that Ponce 

de Leon, the fi rst 
European to reach 

what’s now the East 
Coast of the United 

States, came ashore in 
Florida.

106
Miles from Key West, 

Florida, to Havana, 
Cuba—57 miles closer 
than Miami (163 miles 

away).

10
Average number 

of named storms, 
including six 

hurricanes, per year, on 
the East Coast.

By the
Numbers

Colonial Williamsburg, 
Virginia
Williamsburg served as the 
capitol of colonial Virginia and 
during its early statehood. Today, 
the historic center of town is 
a “living museum.” Historians, 
dressed in colonial garb, farm, 
bake, shoe horses, and answer 
questions about what life was 
like when Williamsburg was 
a political and cultural center. 
You can tour numerous homes, 
businesses, churches, and 
government buildings, including 
the Governor’s Palace where 
Patrick Henry and Thomas 
Jefferson lived when they served 
as the state of Virginia’s first 
and second governors. George 
Washington slept in Williams-
burg at least 55 times, for the 
first time in 1752 at age 19 and 
for the last time after his famous 
victory at nearby Yorktown 
in 1781. He courted his wife, 
Martha, here, too.
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CAMP LONGER.
Memories are made with batteries that can do more.

Discover Battery’s LITHIUM BLUE offers a safe, easy-to-integrate 
battery that will run longer so you can spend more time creating 
memories. What are you waiting for a better battery?

info.discoverbattery.com/lithium-rv

Discover Battery’s LITHIUM BLUE offers a safe, easy-to-integrate 
battery that will run longer so you can spend more time creating 
memories. What are you waiting for a better battery?

Bear Mountain State 
Park, New York
For families with young children, 
Bear Mountain is a perfect pit 
stop. Located on the west bank 
of the Hudson River, the park has 
shady picnic tables, a lake, fishing, 
a swimming pool, a small zoo, 
and trails for biking and hiking, 
including one to the top of Bear 

Mountain (elevation 1,289 feet). 
The Appalachian Trail crosses the 
top of Bear Mountain at one of 
its closest points to the Atlantic 
Ocean. From Perkins Memorial 
Tower on the summit, you can 
see New York City and into New 
Jersey. Not a hiker? You can drive 
to the summit on the Perkins 
Memorial Drive. Afterward, kids 
love to perch on the hand-carved 
seats on the park’s merry-go-
round, each a native animal, 
such as a black bear, raccoon, or 
bobcat.

3Far left: Visitors can walk through the 
Governor’s Palace’s rooms and mag-
nificent gardens, maintained in their 
original styles. The Williamsburg, Virginia, 
residence was once home to Patrick 
Henry and Thomas Jefferson, the first 
two governors of the state of Virginia. 
Left: Hikers ascend the trail to the top of 
New York’s Bear Mountain from the lake.

By the
Numbers

Newport, Rhode Island
Newport was the summer home of the 
wealthiest families during America’s Gilded Age 
(the late 1800s). Today, it remains a coastal 
enclave, where yachts and polo ponies hardly get 
a second glance. A pit stop here gives you a peek 
into the world of the Vanderbilts, while giving 
you the chance to unwind from the road. Stretch 
your legs on the 3.5-mile Cliff Walk, with ocean 
on one side and manicured seaside mansions on 
the other, then visit one of the many wineries, 
breweries, and distilleries in the area. Live music 
and music festivals abound. You never know 
what famous or up-and-coming artists might 
strike up a song. The beach isn’t bad, either.

Rhode Island’s 
granite Castle Hill 
Lighthouse was first 
lit in 1890!

DISCOVER BATTERY, CIRCLE 110 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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TOW-PRO LIBERTY 
BRAKE CONTROLLER 

TORTURE  
TESTED. 

EASY
INSTALL.

AIRBAG 
SAFE.

NO MORE 
KNEE KNOCKING 

The REDARC Tow-Pro Liberty is the 
ultimate on-road brake controller. 
Tested on the most brutal tarmac in 
the Outback, the Liberty is a proven 
evolution of braking technology 
to give your customers absolute 
confidence. We’re more than just 
a team of engineers and electrical 
experts. We get out there and put 
miles on the pavement, and we 
refuse to build anything we wouldn’t 
trust on our own rigs. Every REDARC 
component is proudly built right here 
in the rough-road capital of the world.
Haul with Australian confidence at 
redarcelectronics.com 

Salem, Massachusetts
Salem is most famous for its witch 
trials in the late 1600s, during 
which 19 people—mainly teenage 
girls—were hanged for the crime of 
practicing witchcraft. A number of 
walking tours with costumed guides 
unravel the superstitions of that era 
while hinting at the chance to meet 
the ghost of a witch. This colonial 
coastal community is still a center for 
sailing. To get on the water, you can 
climb aboard the 1812 schooner, Fame, 
at Pickering Wharf, which sails several 
times daily. The first national historic 
site in the United States is also in 
Salem, a nine-acre tract with a dozen 
historic structures and Friendship, 
a three-masted tall ship that was 
christened in Salem in 1797. This 
impressive merchant ship transported 
goods to and from the East Indies 
until it was captured by the British 
during the War of 1812. You can tour 
Friendship, which is now maintained by 
the National Park Service.

E A S T  C O A S T  T R E A S U R E S

Acadia National 
Park, Maine

Early risers hike up Cadillac 
Mountain in Acadia National Park, 
the first place in the Continental 

US where you can see the sunrise 
during certain times of the year. In 
addition to inspirational hikes, you 

can paddle on the park’s freshwater 
lakes or along the coast of Mount 

Desert Island where seals lounge on 
the oceanside ledges and porpoises 
play beside your boat. Acadia is also 

a birding hot spot. Some 300 species 
of birds have been recorded here. 

Lobster is on the menu in nearby Bar 
Harbor. You can’t visit Maine without 

eating at least one lobster! 

Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire

Portsmouth is the hub of New Hamp-
shire’s short but vibrant 12-mile 

coastline. Inland residents of New 
Hampshire head to Portsmouth 

during the summer for its beaches, 
but there’s a lot more to do on the 
water here, especially if you love 

nature. Great Bay Discovery Center 
is the perfect place to launch a kayak 

and then explore this expansive 
coastal estuary. You may spot whales 
on a day cruise to the Isles of Shoals, 
a cluster of islands 6 miles offshore, 

which includes Appledore Island, 
home to the Shoals Marine Lab and 

thousands of terns and gulls.

REDARC CORPORATION, CIRCLE 126 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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The Super Lite Travel Trailer is full of standard features and equipped for adventure. Convenience meets quality with the Super 
Lite’s Tu�shell™ fiberglass walls, PVC roofing membrane, molded front cap, and enclosed exterior docking station. You’ll also find 
interior  features such as flush floor slides with residential vinyl flooring, black out roller night shades and no floor heat registers 
making your campsite feel like home. 

Equipped for Adventure

StarcraftRV.com

• PVC roofing membrane
• Vinyl flooring in slideouts
• Enclosed exterior docking station
• Molded front cap
• Blackout roller night shades

FEATURES THE STARCRAFT DIFFERENCE
In-House Design Team
Our in-house design team o�ers a fresh take on the design of our 
RVs, making you feel right at home while on the road. 

Due to continual research and advances, manufacturer reserves the right to change specifications, design, price, and equipment without notice, and assumes no responsibility for any error in the literature. Some items shown are not included as standard or optional equipment.

STARCRAFT RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, CIRCLE 130 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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M OB I LE OFFIC E

Taking your work with you in an RV 
is more possible than ever. Whether you 
work remotely for a company or run your 
own business, RVing allows you to mix 
business with pleasure and have the best of 
both worlds. But one of the challenges that 
can arise when hitting the open road as a 
working professional is ensuring you have 
a proper work space in your RV. There are 
several options for creating a work space that 
promotes productivity while providing the 
necessary comfort. 

Work With What You’ve Got
Historically speaking, RVs haven’t exactly 
been designed for “working from home.” They 
were mostly used for weekend camping trips 
or retirees. While this has certainly changed 
in recent years, it’s still not common to find 
a work space already built into your RV. This 
means that you will likely have to choose an 
area in your RV that is suitable and create your 
own work space. 

Many RVers choose the dinette to serve 
as both a kitchen table and a desk. The 
removable tables in many RVs, or even an af-
termarket tray table can also make it possible 
to use the couch, recliner, or passenger seat 

Taking your work Taking your work 
is more possible than ever. Whether you is more possible than ever. Whether you 
work remotely for a company or run your 
own business, RVing allows you to mix 
business with pleasure and have the best of 
both worlds. But one of the challenges that 
can arise when hitting the open road as a 
working professional is ensuring you have 

of a motorhome as a desk as well. Another 
option, if you’re willing to forgo a chair, is to 
use a surface like a dresser, entertainment 
center, or counter as a standing desk. 

The most important thing when it comes 
to working with the space you have for your 
office setup is that it fits the 
comfort you need based 
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When creating a suit-
able and comfortable 

work space in your 
RV you may have to 
forgo some things, 

but one thing you may 
not be able to sacrifi ce 

is having reliable 
internet. With today’s 

advancement in 
cellular data technolo-
gies, most RVers have 

little to no problem 
securing a good signal 
for their work needs. 

In fact, many RVs now 
come with hot spots 
and signal boosters 

already installed. 
Many RV parks off er 

free Wi-Fi to their 
guests, although the 

strength will vary 
greatly from park to 

park and shouldn’t be 
used as your primary 

internet source. RVers 
working from the road 
should have multiple 
sources for Wi-Fi; for 
example, get a hotspot 
using one carrier, and 

use your cell phone 
with another carrier

as backup. Visit
rvmobileinternet.com

for a more com-
prehensive guide 

on fi nding the right 
mobile internet option 

for you. 

FROM 
DINING TABLE 

TO WORK 
STATION WITH 
THE TOUCH OF 

A BUTTON!

several options for creating a work space that 

been designed for “working from home.” They 
were mostly used for weekend camping trips 
or retirees. While this has certainly changed 
in recent years, it’s still not common to find 
a work space already built into your RV. This 
means that you will likely have to choose an 
area in your RV that is suitable and create your 

Many RVers choose the dinette to serve 

removable tables in many RVs, or even an af-
termarket tray table can also make it possible 
to use the couch, recliner, or passenger seat 

comfort you need based 
for a more com-
prehensive guide 

on fi nding the right 
mobile internet option 

for you. 

FROM 
DINING TABLE 

TO WORK 
STATION WITH 
THE TOUCH OF 

A BUTTON!
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on your job’s requirements. For 
instance, if your job demands sitting 
for long periods of time, consider 
purchasing a memory-foam or gel 
cushion. Your bottom and lower back 
will thank you, especially if you plan 
to use your RVs dinette, couch, or 
passenger seat instead of a proper 
office chair. Additionally, finding a 
stand that will elevate your laptop to 
avoid any neck strain is important. 
You may also consider getting a 
laptop power bank so you aren’t 
confined to working only where there 
is a nearby power outlet in your RV. 

RV Mod or DIY Work Space
Working with what you’ve got in 
your RV for a work space might not 
be a good enough solution for you. 
Perhaps you’re looking to make a 
dedicated office area in your RV, 
just as you would your house, with 
a “real” desk and all the supplies 
and space you need. With a little 
creativity, you can make that 
possible. 

A simple strategy for achieving 
an RV office is to replace the existing 
furniture with a desk. In fact, there is 
ready-made furniture that serves as 
both a dinette and workstation. This 
piece is a computer workstation/
dinette replacement table that fits 

into most existing RV dining booths 
and therefore requires that you only 
have to replace the table. It would 
also be great for RVs that have a 
stand-alone dining table and chairs. 

This can be a perfect solution for 
RVers looking to have a multifunc-
tional work space so they don’t have 
to sacrifice a kitchen table. It’s also 
convenient because a monitor can be 
mounted right to the table and raised 
and lowered so you don’t have to tear 
down and pack away your work items 
daily and on travel days. You can find 
this table online at Camping World, 
as well as a similar table that has 
space for dual monitors. 

A sofa table, like this versatile 28-inch-high model 
with two fl ip-up side panels and an extended 
base that slides under a sofa or chair, works as
a desktop, dining table, and side table.
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A simple strategy for achieving 
an RV office is to replace the existing 
furniture with a desk. In fact, there is 
ready-made furniture that serves as 
both a dinette and workstation. This 

as well as a similar table that has 
space for dual monitors. 

A sofa table, like this versatile 28-inch-high model 
with two fl ip-up side panels and an extended 
base that slides under a sofa or chair, works as
a desktop, dining table, and side table.

Author Lindsay prefers 
working from the 
Winnebago Navion’s 
swiveling captain’s 
chair while her hus-
band Dan’s preference 
is setting up at the 
dining table. Below: 
A memory-foam gel 
lumbar cushion will 
have you sitting pretty.
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B O O S T I N G  W O R K  S P A C E

“If you’re handy, you can 
fi nd some diverse ways to 
incorporate a work space 

into your RV by using a 
bit of imagination ... and 

doing a little legwork.”

Carte Blanche for RV Offi  ce Space!
Four RVers created work space in their home on wheels. Clockwise from top: Debbie Alley 
converted a bunkroom into a studio in a Grand Design Solitude 377MBS for her Etsy shop. 
Grace and Alex Daniels removed the bottom bunk in their travel trailer and installed a 
homemade desk. Michelle McClure’s husband removed two bunk beds to install a two- 
level desk. And the most creative prize goes to Nate Ritter who custom-built a desk under 
his fifth-wheel’s queen bed. He cut out a portion of the bed’s lower riser for foot space.

Some RVers are willing to tackle a DIY 
project to create their dream RV office. 
Again, with some creativity, you’d be 
surprised with what is possible. 

One popular option is to remove the 
bunks in an RV and convert the space 
into an office. Similarly, you can remove 
a different piece of furniture, such as a 
sofa or dinette, that is placed in a slide, 
and replace it with a custom work space. 
Finding a desk to fit the area you’ve cleared 
may be a challenge, so you may choose 
to build your own. Also, when replacing 
furniture, be mindful of weight limits.

Another idea for modifying the space 
in your RV to create an office is to use the 
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TITAN® TOTE 4-WHEEL MODELS

21 Gallon 27 Gallon 35 Gallon

TITAN® TOTE 2-WHEEL MODELS

21 Gallon 27 Gallon 35 Gallon

TITAN® TOTE
PREMIUM PORTABLE WASTE TANK

The simplest and most durable 
tote on the market

• O�ers the industry’s lowest fill height

• Comes fully assembled with integrated Titan®
Sewer Hose and rugged all-terrain wheels

• Includes Permastore™ compartment
to store and protect the hose,
elbow valve and end cap

TRUST THETFORD TO 
KEEP YOU GOING.
A leader in RV and marine sanitation and toilet solutions. 
Whether by road or waterway, Thetford products 
are specifically designed to keep you going.

Visit thetford.com to learn more.
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Follow us on

WHENEVER, WHEREVER, 
WE MAKE YOUR 
EXPERIENCE BETTER.

lippert.com

Whether you’re on the road or on the water, Lippert supplies 
a broad array of premium RV, towing and marine products 
designed to enhance all of your recreational pursuits. Our 
team is always thinking about your next journey — pushing 
the possibilities of our products and services, all to better your 
time spent outdoors, whenever, wherever, for years to come. 

ALWAYS MOVING FORWARD. 
ALWAYS MAKING YOUR EXPERIENCE BETTER.

2022_04 - RV Magazine - Lippert - Full Page - Brand Lifestyle.indd   1 1/18/22   9:05 PM

garage of a toy hauler. Since this space is 
typically cleared anyway, you have a lot 
to work with to make it your own. If your 
RV’s garage area is sectioned off with a 
door, you’ll have added privacy. 

If you’re handy, you can find diverse 
ways to incorporate a work space into 
your RV by using a bit of imagination, 
some materials and tools, and doing a 
little legwork. I know of one RVer who 
created a unique, multifunctional office 
in the storage space under his bed! When 
it’s time to work, he simply raises the 
foot of his bed and pulls up a chair. 

Upgrading Your RV
If having a suitable office for your work is 
a deal-breaker when it comes to finding 
the right RV, but you’re not interested 
in the effort of modifying your RV, it is 
not impossible to find an RV with a desk 
already built in. Your options may be a bit 
limited, but RV manufacturers are getting 
more and more creative to meet the 
needs of a younger generation of RVers. 

At recent RV shows, I’ve seen 
everything from a desk built in as an 
extension of the kitchen counters, to 
Murphy beds that fold up and reveal a 
work space underneath, to actual private 
offices in luxury fifth-wheel models. If 
you have yet to purchase an RV or are 
needing to upgrade your RV to better 
suit your work needs, ask your RV dealer 
about models with built-in work spaces. 

RVing is a great way to travel without 
taking time away from your career. These 
ideas can show you that it’s not only 
possible to hit the road with your job, but 
that you can do so in comfort and have the 
peace of mind that your work and produc-
tivity won’t suffer. Work hard, my fellow 
RVers, but remember to play harder! 

is a Colorado native 
who hit the road full 
time in an RV in 2017 

with her husband, Dan, and two dogs. 
Since then, they’ve traveled more 
than 60,000 miles across the country 
while sharing their adventures and 
inspiring others on their blog and 
social media as “Follow Your Detour.” 
Lindsay is a published author and a 
new mom. She adores sharing her 
love of RVing with her son, Myles.
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ON SITE EVENT APRIL 21ST-24TH

*Products vary by location while supplies last. Valid only at participating CAMPING WORLD and
GANDER RV; See dealer for details; Void where prohibited; Offer(s) expire 4/24/2022.

*

SCRATCH & DENT
CLEARANCE ITEMS
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HEAD TO THE SUNSHINE 
STATE TO ENJOY NATURE, 

A RICH CULTURE, AND FINE 
DINING … AND THE BEACH 

ISN’T TOO BAD, EITHER.

B Y  J U L I E  P E R R Y  N E L S O N

CIRCUS CITYCIRCUS CITY
Sarasota was once the winter home of the 

famous Ringling Brothers Circus. With 
year-round sunshine and low temperatures that 

rarely dip to 50 degrees, it’s easy to see why. 

HEAD TO THE SUNSHINE 
STATE TO ENJOY NATURE, 

A RICH CULTURE, AND FINE 
DINING … AND THE BEACH 

ISN’T TOO BAD, EITHER.

B Y  J U L I E  P E R R Y  N E L S O N

My back aches as I stand up after a long day of “The Sanibel 
Stoop,” what locals call the bent-over posture of people 
looking for shells. As I look down the long, white beach, I see 

other beachcombers searching for the intriguing shells.  
Sanibel Island is known as the number one shelling location in the 

US, but shelling is just one of the available activities in the southern 
Gulf Coast of Florida. Museums, fine dining, water sports, or just 
relaxing on the beach all beckon to travelers.  

The western part of Florida lies on the Gulf of Mexico, where 
waters are warmer and calmer than on the Atlantic side. In many 
places the water is shallow, allowing for a chance to walk out into the 
gulf. Beaches are often less crowded than their eastern counterparts, 
allowing more space to relax. The vibe here is laid-back and casual.

It is a good idea to allow plenty of time when visiting the Gulf 
Coast. Several days are needed to be able to sample the treasures 
this region has to offer. RVers will want to visit again and again. I look 
forward to future visits to the southern Gulf Coast of Florida, but next 
time I will schedule a massage after shell collecting!

SOUTHERN     GULF COAST
FLORIDA’S
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Hawaiian Isles RV Resort (rvresorts.com/hawaiian-isles) 
is a short kayak ride to Tampa Bay. The large resort has 
almost 1,000 sites and offers plenty to entertain with an 
Olympic-sized heated pool, pickleball and shuffleboard 
courts, horseshoes, and a lovely nature trail. Hawaiian 
Isles is a Good Sam Park.

MUST-DO
Time to check parasail-
ing off  the bucket list on 
a breathtaking adventure 
with Paradise Parasail 
(paradiseparasail.com) in 
Fort Myers. Ride tan-
dem with a friend and 
the fl ight is twice the 
distance. Request a dip 
and feel yourself lowered 
until your toes hit the 
water. Enjoy a seagull’s 
eye view and maybe spot 
a dolphin from the air.  

OFF THE BEATEN PATH
It would be easy to spend an entire day exploring The 
Ringling (ringling.org), the estate of John and Mable 
Ringling of circus fame. Explore the Museum of Art, Circus 
Museum, Ca’ d’Zan mansion, and Bayfront Gardens. The 
circus museum features a 44,000-piece model, Ringling’s 
private rail car, glittering costumes, and more.

You may not be 
able to see your 
house (or your 
RV) from here, but 
the views while 
parasailing are 
extraordinary.

SOUTHERN     GULF COAST

rvresorts.com/hawaiian-isles) rvresorts.com/hawaiian-isles) rvresorts.com/hawaiian-isles
is a short kayak ride to Tampa Bay. The large resort has 
almost 1,000 sites and offers plenty to entertain with an 
Olympic-sized heated pool, pickleball and shuffleboard 
courts, horseshoes, and a lovely nature trail. Hawaiian 

SOUTHERN     GULF COASTSOUTHERN     GULF COAST

It would be easy to spend an entire day exploring The 
), the estate of John and Mable 

Ringling of circus fame. Explore the Museum of Art, Circus 
Museum, Ca’ d’Zan mansion, and Bayfront Gardens. The 
circus museum features a 44,000-piece model, Ringling’s 
private rail car, glittering costumes, and more.

ON THE MENU
Sit back and enjoy 
breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner at The Island Cow 
(sanibelislandcow.com) on 
Sanibel Island. Featuring 
live music on weekends, 
fun outdoor games, and 
an extensive menu, The 
Island Cow is a delicious 
stop. Furry family mem-
bers are welcome when 
dining outside and enjoy-
ing the colorful decor.
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ON THE MENU
Enjoy a romantic evening of authentic 
Italian cuisine at Dolce Italia (dolceitalia 
restaurant.com) in Sarasota. The quaint 
restaurant has a variety of entrées and 
features an old-country wine cellar. 
Guest-favorite scrumptious desserts 
are the Cioccolate Vesuvio (hot lava 
cake) and Gelato Nutella. Yum!

MUST-DO
Myakka River State Park 
(fl oridastateparks.org) is one 
of the largest state parks in 
Florida and covers more than 
37,000 acres. Activities at the 
park include bird-watching, 
boating, fi shing, hiking, and 
biking. Also available are fl at-
bottom-boat tours as well as a 
25-foot-high canopy walkway.  

  RV ROAD TRIP | florida’s southern gulf coast

MUST-DO
Let Tarpon Bay Explorers 

(tarponbayexplorers.com) do 
the driving at J.N. “Ding” 

Darling National Wildlife Ref-
uge. Or up the adventure and 
go for a kayak tour through 
a mangrove forest. Either 

choice is a winner.
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STAY HERE

Upriver RV Resort (upriver.com) in Fort Myers is 
a Good Sam Park with plenty to do, including 
swimming pools, court sports, pool tables, 
food trucks, and live bands. The resort also 

offers canal sites for boat docking.


OFF THE

BEATEN PATH
Fort Myers is home to Thomas Edison’s 
Seminole Lodge estate, as well as Henry 
Ford’s, just next door. Visit their estates 

(edisonfordwinterestates.org) and tour 
the beautiful retreats as well as Edison’s 

Botanical Research Laboratory.  


ON THE MENU

Step into The Cave Bistro & Wine Bar 
(thecavenaples.com) in Naples and feel trans-
ported into a European wine cave. The Cave 
offers a carefully curated wine list and food 

options designed to delight the senses.

OFF THE BEATEN PATH
Get the adrenaline pumping on an airboat 
ride in Everglades National Park. Tours 
with Everglades Adventure (everglades 
adventure.com) start at Fort Myers Beach 
and consist of the van ride to and from the 
Everglades, airboat ride, swamp buggy 
excursion, and alligator show. Brave 
guests can even hold a baby alligator for
a great photo op! 

STAY HERE
Almost all of San Carlos RV Resort & Marina’s (sancarlosrv.com) campsites are 
directly on Hurricane Bay. Guests can fish and boat from their backyard. The park 
is a short walk or trolley ride to restaurants, shopping, and Fort Myers Beach. The 
resort’s entertainment options consist of water aerobics in the heated pool as well 
as music and craft shows.

W E E K E N D  W A R R I O R S

bottom-boat tours as well as a 
25-foot-high canopy walkway.  
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MORryde.com  |  574-293-1581

HITCH MOUNT STABILIZERSCISSOR JACK STABILIZER5TH WHEEL STABILIZER
for Travel Trailersfor Front Cross Braces on 5th Wheels fits any 2" Hitch Receiver

Easily installs in minutes    |    Exceptional stability    |    Easy adjustments   |   Stable camping experience

S TA B I L I Z I N G
EASY

SOLUT IONS
[ [ 

STAY HERE
Palmetto Ridge Campground at Myakka River State Park (floridastate 

parks.org) has well-maintained, shaded campsites. Featured amenities 
are electric, water, sewer, and access to showers and laundry. 

F A M I L Y  R V E R S

MUST-DO
Shelling is popular at many Gulf Coast 

beaches, so Florida Adventures and Rentals 
(fl oridaadventuresandrentals.com) off ers the 
chance to collect shells on a deserted island 
away from the crowds. Try the three-hour 
Eco Tour and see the famous Cape Romano 
Dome House, Ten Thousand Island Refuge, 

and maybe spot dolphins or manatees.

OFF THE
BEATEN PATH
Mote Marine Laboratory & 
Aquarium (mote.org) in Sara-
sota has a huge shark habitat, 
manatees, sea turtles, and a 
Marine Mammal Rehabilitation 
Center. Try one of the “Choose 
your adventure” programs and 
go behind the scenes with a 
biologist doing morning rounds 
in preparation for the day. 

ON THE MENU
Every inch of the eclectic 
Bubble Room (bubbleroom 
restaurant.com) on Captiva 
Island is filled with Christmas 
decorations, toys, and photos 
of movie stars. Fun menu items 
include Pastablanca, Charlie 
Chaplin Chops, and Marilyn 
Mignon. Save room for dessert! 
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O U T D O O R  L I F E S T Y L E  |  F I S H I N G

T H E  A N G L I N G E X P E R I E N C E
Whether casting 
from a boat or a 

shoreline, fi shing 
is a hobby that 

puts your mind at 
ease while taking 

in the wonders
of nature.
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Fishing is a pastime and passion
that cuts decisively across all walks of 
American life. Smartly attired fly anglers, 
dropping thousands of dollars on gear, 
guides, and eyeglasses, ply the waters of 

private ponds and streams with their long, wispy poles 
and looping lines. City kids from low-income families 
fling worm-baited hooks under bobbers in urban ponds, 
perhaps receiving their stubby rods and reels from a 
free “Take a Kid Fishing” program sponsored by a state 
wildlife agency or conservation organization. 

In-between those extremes, countless other 
anglers routinely incorporate fishing into their outings 
with RVs from glitzy motorhomes to modest camping 
trailers. Fishing is so embedded in the American outdoor 
culture that it’s listed among the activities most popular 
with people out camping in any part of the country. In 

Who wouldn’t enjoy 
fishing amidst the 
calming atmosphere 
of a pristine forest?
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T H E  A N G L I N G E X P E R I E N C E B Y  J A C K  B A L L A R D

my family, any camping trip that puts us close 
to water involves fishing. An old home movie 
shows me catching my first brook trout as a 
preschooler. More than 50 years later I’ve not 
lost my passion for angling. Here are the two 
factors that keep me ever on the lookout for a 
chance to go fishing.

The Environment
Trout fin the waters of some of the most 
beautiful places on the continent. Shortly after 
I began writing fishing articles for magazines, 
I took an assignment to complete a story on 
Rock Creek, a popular trout destination east of 
Missoula, Montana.

The midsummer afternoon was hot—too 
hot, actually—for good fishing. I composed 

some needed scenic photos along the broad 
creek bottom but failed to tempt a single 
trout from its underwater lair. As evening 
approached, foreboding dark clouds boiled 
above the creek, soon erasing the bright blue 
overhead and replacing it with dull gray. When 
the raindrops started, my first inclination was 
to escape back to the trailer. But a sudden 
deluge made driving back to it senseless.

The storm rolled through in scarcely more 
than a half-hour. I stepped from the pickup 
into deliciously cool air and the sight of trout 
rising to feed on the surface of the creek. Wet 
meadow grass parted between my footsteps 
as I wandered upstream. Blundering smack 
dab into a feeding frenzy, I pulled numerous 
trout from a deep hole.

T I M I N G  I S N ’ T 
E V E RY T H I N G , 
B U T  I T
S U R E  H E L P S .

The best moment to fi sh 
is when the opportunity 
presents itself. But timing 
an outing in relation to the 
daily habits, seasonal con-
ditions, and known routines 
of fi sh consistently yields 
the most success.

When planning a 
trip, research seasonal 
infl uences. Late spring 
and early summer often 
bring weeks of “run-off” 
to Rocky Mountain streams 
when melting snowpack 
dirties the water and 
increases the volume, 
making fi shing virtually 
impossible. Hot August days 
suppress trout feeding, 
which typically picks up 
again in autumn. Seasonal 
movements and migrations 
also occur in lakes and 
saltwater environments. 
Know before you go.

Current weather is 
also a factor. Warm-water 
species such as large-
mouth bass get more active 
as water temperature 
increases and may “shut 
down” after a cold front. 
Cold-water fi sh such as 
trout often react oppo-
sitely, perking up in mid-
summer after a cool spell. 
Saltwater angling means 
keeping track of the tides. 
Almost without exception, 
inshore saltwater species 
feed most actively when 
the tide is moving in or out.

Daily rhythms are also 
important. Daybreak and 
dusk are typically prime 
times to fi sh. But if it’s a 
bit cooler than a species’ 
preferred temperature, 
action may pick up at mid-
day as the water warms.

A serene morning on an alpine lake is but one of the beauties savored by anglers in America. 
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Lost in the moment, the sound of nearby 
voices startled me. Two anglers were ap-
proaching from downriver. Their sloppy 
smiles told the whole story when I queried 
“how’s the fishing?”

The two southerners had escaped a 
business meeting in Missoula to try their 
hands at trout fishing. As we spoke, the sun 
pierced the dissipating clouds in the western 
sky to light a brilliant rainbow against a 
backdrop of dark storm clouds.

“I’ve never seen anything like this,” 
murmured one of the awestruck duo. Nor 
had I. Though the ephemeral storm spawned 
incredible fishing, that’s not my dominant 
memory of the day. It’s the mental picture 
of a beautiful rainbow, a quiet moment 
in nature, and the three humble humans 
fortunate enough to witness the spectacle.

But it’s not just trout that inhabit soulful environ-
ments. Bass, bluegill, perch, and pickerel also find homes 
in lovely places. In fact, there’s a soothing something 
about being on the water to fish, no matter what the 
surroundings.

Some years ago I worked on a project document-
ing fishing opportunities in the metro area of Denver, 
Colorado. I cast from the banks of urban ponds and 
plumbed the waters of a couple of streams. One evening, 
as the din of commuters’ tires humming on the asphalt 
and revving engines cut the air, I inflated a float-tube 

F I S H I N G

along the side of a large pond on the back side of a popular city 
park. I waded gingerly into the water, then finned toward a line of 
reeds where I suspected a smallmouth bass might find a home. 

The bass wasn’t answering the dinner bell in the form of a 
minnow imitation cast from my fly line. But a chorus of frogs 
shortly plucked up a melody and a blue heron glided into the 
yonder end of the pond to try its own hand, er, bill, at fishing. 

If you keep an angling score strictly in terms of the catch, 
I got skunked. But how is it anything but successful to sit 
quietly in a float tube, serenaded by frogs and fascinated by the 
intensity of a stick-legged heron, oblivious to the commotion of 
“civilization” beyond the waters of a pretty pond?

IT’S NOT JUST A GUY THING
Gals from preschoolers to grandmas love 

fishing just as much as their fellows. 
The author’s wife, Lisa, casts a line into the 
waters of Colorado’s Horsetooth Reservoir.

Fishing is so embedded in the 
American outdoor culture that it’s 

listed among the activities most 
popular with people out camping 

in any part of the country.

Trout on a river, bluegills 
on a lake, and pike on a pond 

are just a small slice of 
the variety available to our 

nation’s anglers. No matter 
what you catch—or don’t—the 

experience is worth it just to 
commune with nature. 
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The Variety
Seated in the front seat of a canoe, 
my daughter contemplated a red-and-
white bobber floating motionless on the 
surface of a small lake. Her first fishing 
trip with dad, the 4-year-old soon hit me 
with a very serious question.

“The fish should be coming; when will 
the fish be coming?” 

The fish in question were bluegills, 
midgets in the world of sport fishing, 
but very willing nibblers of nightcrawlers 
that have turned thousands of toddlers 
into anglers. Zoe didn’t have to wait long. 
Within a couple of minutes her bobber 

began lurching and burping on the 
surface, then plunged underwater. 
She soon reeled in a plump panfish 
with an olive back and orange belly. 
An hour later she had a bucket full 
of bluegills for her father to fillet. 

At home that evening, I 
battered and fried the itty-bitty 
fillets in hot oil. My newly minted 
fishing partner decided she liked 
eating bluegills just about as 
much as catching them. Now a 
college student, Zoe has fished for 
trout, bass, pike, perch, and other 
species. But there’s nothing she 
likes better than baiting a hook and 
bobbing for bluegills. And there’s 
no other angling experience I’d 
rather share with my daughter.

“Variety is the spice of life,” advises a 
popular saying bandied about by inquis-
itive souls in my youth. It resonates with 
folks constantly itching for new horizons 
and adventures, who effortlessly apply it 
to fishing.

I grew up angling for trout with 
worms and spoons cast from a spinning 
rod. Intrigued with a new pastime, I spent 
most of my 30s perfecting the art of 
tempting trout with fly tackle. Not too 
many years ago an opportunity arose 
to pen a story on saltwater fly-fishing. 
It’s now among my most favorite 
angling endeavors.

UGLY STIK GX2 TRAVEL 
SPINNING COMBO

I’m a sucker for highly 
portable, functional fi shing 

gear that travels easily 
in an RV, SUV, or airplane. 
This durable spinning rod 
combo (stainless-steel 

guides, graphite/fi berglass 
construction) fi ts the bill 
at an attractive price. A 
cloth rod-and-reel travel 

bag is included.

RAPALA FISH ‘N FILLET 
KNIFE WITH SHEATH

Filleting or otherwise cut-
ting up a fi sh is a job made 
much easier with a quality 
knife. I’ve used Rapala fi llet 

knives for many years. I 
like the feel of the birch 

handle on this model. Match 
the blade length to the 

size of your catch and you 
can’t go wrong with this 

attractive knife.

YAK-GEAR FISH GRIP
Landing and handling 

toothy or spiny fi sh is a 
much easier job with a fi sh 

grip. This handy, light-
weight tool has locking 
jaws that secure to the 
lip of a fi sh for easier 

hook removal and handling 
without harming the fi sh. 
It fl oats and comes with 

a lanyard to prevent 
accidental loss.

Having the right stuff improves every fishing trip. Here are a few items 
from campingworld.com that are sure to please the avid angler.G R E AT  G E A R

UGLY STIK GX2 TRAVEL 
SPINNING COMBO

I’m a sucker for highly 
portable, functional fi shing 

RAPALA FISH ‘N FILLET 
KNIFE WITH SHEATH

from G R E AT  G E A R

YAK-GEAR FISH GRIP

that are sure to please the avid angler.
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The best protection for your journey.™
equalizerhitch.com  •  800-478-5578

F I S H I N G

A serene morning at sunrise greeted 
me and my wife, Lisa, as we propelled 
our kayaks seaward from Pine Island, 
not far from Fort Myers, Florida. A pair 
of clownish brown pelicans casually 
eyed our progress from their perches on 
the posts of a dock. We caught several 
speckled seatrout before anchoring near 
a tiny island covered with mangroves 
whose waxy green leaves glowed in the 
first rays of the rising sun.

Casting to the shallow water just at 
the edge of the treeline, I felt a fish take 
the fly and immediately set the hook. It 
surged powerfully toward the entangling 
roots of the mangrove canopy. Butt of 
the rod braced against my hip, I applied 
as much pressure to the line as I dared 
to turn the fish. It reluctantly altered its 
trajectory a rod-length from the island 
then surged toward deeper water. The 
fight was fun against this formidable fish. 
But what was it?

There are times when it’s possible 
to “sight fish” in the saltwater shallows 
to a singular species. Otherwise, the 
bite may involve several varieties of 
fish. In this case the culprit was a red 
drum or redfish, a beautiful specimen 
at last brought to boat after an exhila-
rating battle. By the time we beached 
the kayaks for lunch, we’d also caught 
ladyfish, a plucky little blue runner, and 
snook. Variety indeed.

Many are the pursuits of people. But 
there’s perhaps nothing quite so fulfilling 
and fun as fishing. 

The author heads out for sunrise action near 
Pine Island, Florida. Saltwater offers yet 
another tantalizing twist for coastal anglers.
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KICK OFF THE 
WARM SEASON 

WITH A VISIT TO 
ANY OF THESE 

SEVEN MAJESTIC 
NORTH AMERICAN 

WATERFALLS.

B Y  E M I LY  FA G A N

SPLASH 
INTO

SUMMER

They say that no two 
snowflakes are alike, and we’ve 
discovered the same is true of 
waterfalls. Some are tall and thin, 
others are short and wide, and 
many have multiple cascades, 
each with its own personality. 
Some waterfalls can only be 
admired from a distance while 
others let you get up close and leave you 
damp with spray.  

Getting to a waterfall and finding the 
best viewpoint can be an adventure in itself 
as well. Sometimes the waterfall is just steps 
from a parking lot or is at the end of a short, 
easy, flat walking path. Others require a 
steep and sometimes treacherous hike that 
runs alongside the crashing water, taking you 
from one roaring cascade to another as you 
hike straight up toward the sky or straight 
down to the depths of the earth.  

We always seek out waterfalls in 
our RV travels, and we have visited 
many glorious falls across the continent, 
including these beauties:

Watkins Glen State Park
A massive stone canyon that’s best seen during or after a rainstorm.

At the south end of Seneca Lake (the 
largest of upstate New York’s Finger 
Lakes), Watkins Glen State Park is 
home to a lush gorge with a glori-
ous walkway that winds between 
200-foot-tall cliffs. Along the way 
the gorge path winds over and under 
waterfalls as you traverse many beau-
tifully crafted stone staircases and 
bridges that were built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930s. 
In the space of just 2 miles this unique 
glen sports 19 different waterfalls.  

We were disappointed to arrive 
on a dark day with rain threatening 
in the forecast, but once we got into 

the gorge, we realized that drizzle is 
advantageous in these parts. When we 
turned a corner mid-hike, we suddenly 
found ourselves staring at a fairy tale 
image of dainty waterfalls dripping 
from thick, green vegetation and white 
water plunging from one turquoise 
pool into another. We were awestruck 
and stood there mesmerized for quite 
some time. On a drier day some of the 
finer falls wouldn’t have been dripping, 
but after the downpour that had just 
drenched everyone in the park, this 
place was pure magic.
parks.ny.gov
Clute Park & Campground: watkinsglen.us

N E W  YO R K

38  R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  M AY  2 0 2 2

RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 38 -    (Cyan)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 38 -    (Cyan)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 38 -    (Magenta)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 38 -    (Magenta)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 38 -    (Yellow)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 38 -    (Yellow)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 38 -    (BlacK)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 38 -    (BlacK)



PH
OT

OS
: E

M
IL

Y 
AN

D 
M

AR
K 

FA
GA

N

A L B E RTA

Athabasca Falls
Rushing cascades, exotic 
rock formations and a small 
pebble beach.

One of the highlights 
of Jasper National Park 
in Alberta, Canada, is a 
visit to Athabasca Falls, 
a fast-flowing river and 
cascade that has an 
almost mystical aura. We 
visited in May during the 
spring snowmelt runoff, 
and the thunderous 
sound of the water was 
almost overwhelming 
right from the moment 
we got out of our truck.

A network of trails 
and stairs follows the 
contours of the falls, and 
one of the most unique 
spots along these paths 
is a beautiful curving 
staircase built between 
towering, horizontally 
striped boulders that 
takes you down to the 
bottom of the main 
cascade. The waterfall is 
not extremely tall, but the view of it framed by the distant mountains is 
breathtaking. Another outstanding viewpoint looks down on the river’s 
turquoise water flowing through a deep pine-tree studded stone chasm. 

Downstream, the churned-up water became a soft shade of jade as 
it passed a small pebble beach. This was a wonderful spot to rest a while 
and watch the rising sun climb up the cliffs. 
adventurealberta.ca
RV camping in Jasper National Park: pc.gc.ca

Utah: Lower Calf Creek Falls
A pencil-thin stream of water falling down a towering sheer rock face.

The vast red rocks in southern Utah are an arid place, but narrow 
creeks crisscross the landscape here and there. At Lower Calf Creek 
Falls the trickle of water from Calf Creek becomes a beautiful nar-
row waterfall that drops 130 feet down a wall of rock. It’s located 
on stunning Highway 12, one of the most scenic drives in all of 
America. Be sure not to blink or you’ll miss the small sign for the 
trailhead (which is shared with the trail to Upper Calf Creek Falls).

The 3-mile hike to the falls took us under a scrub-brush canopy 
for a while, and then the view opened up. A huge cliff covered with 
red-rock “varnish” stripes appeared that looked as if huge cans of 
paint had spilled and dripped down the cliff wall. At dawn, we were 
the only people on the tiny beach in the waterfall’s grotto. 
utah.com, Escalante Cabins & RV Park: escalantepark.com

South Dakota: Spearfish Falls
Super-easy access to a beautiful waterfall.

Not every waterfall requires an adventure just to get there, and 
dazzling Spearfish Falls in the northern part of the Black Hills is just 
a few quick steps from the parking area. This majestic waterfall 
is very tall, but what we loved most as photographers is that at 
the bottom of the waterfall the rushing water fans out in rivulets, 
creating a lovely frilly base beneath the tower of water.  

The scenic-loop drive to get to the waterfall from the town of 
Sturgis is one of the most popular rides for the hundreds of thou-
sands of motorcyclists that attend the annual Sturgis Motorcycle 
Rally. Pine forests and craggy rocks line the sweeping turns and 
undulations of this pretty drive. Nearby Bridal Veil Falls, Anita Creek 
Falls, and Iron Creek Trail are all worthy of a visit and hike as well.
visitspearfish.com, Spearfish City Campground: cityofspearfish.com

Niagara Falls is on the move. Thousands of 
years of massive volumes of water going over 
the falls has been wearing away the riverbed 
at the top of the falls, moving the waterfall 
upstream. It’s estimated that Niagara Falls has 
moved about 7 miles toward Lake Erie in the 
past 12,000-plus years.

DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?DID YOU KNOW?

R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  M AY  2 0 2 2  39

RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 39 -    (Cyan)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 39 -    (Cyan)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 39 -    (Magenta)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 39 -    (Magenta)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 39 -    (Yellow)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 39 -    (Yellow)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 39 -    (BlacK)RVM2205 - Waterfalls.indd   3/15/22   2:01 PM   - 39 -    (BlacK)



Pure water. 
Anywhere.

acuvatech.com

Advanced UV-LED Water Purifi cation

Available at As seen on

ArrowMax 2.0

Improves Water Quality
UV-LED technology kills up to 
99.9999% of bacteria.

Improves Taste & Odor
Pre-fi lter removes lead, chlorine
& other contaminants.

Low Power Consumption
Run on 12V for RVs, also
compatible with 120-240V AC.

Maintenance-Free
Very low maintenance requirements 
& operates on-demand.

WAT E RFAL L S

Crabtree Falls, located just 
6 miles from milepost 57 
on the Blue Ridge Parkway 
in Virginia, is the tallest 
cascading waterfall east of 
the Mississippi. Hiking next to 
this dramatic waterfall is quite 
a stair-stepping workout but 
savoring the beauty of these 
falls between huffs and puffs 
is well worth the effort. Made 
up of three different cascades, 
the water falls a total of 1,200 
feet from top to bottom. The 
hike begins at the bottom and 
takes you upward to viewing 
areas for each cascade.  

The ascent goes through 

the woods and clambers up 
a crazy variety of man-made 
stairs and staircases created 
from stones, lumber, and 
sometimes even exposed 
tree roots. We did this hike 
in late May and we were 
fortunate to find ourselves 
unexpectedly surrounded by 
huge rhododendron bushes 
that were in full bloom. 
Branches ladened with 
enormous flowers draped 
gracefully over the rushing 
water in many spots.
nelsoncounty-va.gov
RV camping at Sherando Lake 
Recreation Area and nearby 
campgrounds: recreation.gov

Crabtree Falls, Blue Ridge Parkway
Hike up alongside three cascades to the top of the waterfall and then 
hike back down.

V I RG I N I A

Ferns and wildflowers thrive around the Blue Ridge Parkway’s 
Crabtree Falls, benefiting from the dazzling waterfall’s cool spray. 

ACUVA TECHNOLOGIES, CIRCLE 101 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Pure water. 
Anywhere.

acuvatech.com

Advanced UV-LED Water Purifi cation

Available at As seen on

ArrowMax 2.0

Improves Water Quality
UV-LED technology kills up to 
99.9999% of bacteria.

Improves Taste & Odor
Pre-fi lter removes lead, chlorine
& other contaminants.

Low Power Consumption
Run on 12V for RVs, also
compatible with 120-240V AC.

Maintenance-Free
Very low maintenance requirements 
& operates on-demand.

Of course, this is just a tiny sampling of the many sensational waterfalls 
you can find in your travels. Whenever you visit anywhere, do a quick 
search for waterfalls in the area. You’ll be surprised at how many 
wonderful ones you’ll find! 

North Carolina: 
Soco Falls, Blue 
Ridge Parkway
Hike down two cascades 
to the bottom of the wa-
terfall and then back up.

Whereas seeing Crabtree 
Falls involves a hike from 
the bottom of the water-
fall to the top and then 
back down again, Soco 
Falls, located near mile-marker 456.2 on the Blue Ridge 
Parkway in North Carolina, is a hike that goes from the 
top of the waterfall down to the bottom. Just as we 
arrived at the trailhead, it began to drizzle, and we made 
our way carefully over slick rocks and roots. Fortunately, 
the hike to the official viewing platform is very short.  

Mist from the crashing waterfall mixed with the 
sprinkles coming from the sky, and we ended up getting 
quite wet. However, the sound of voices coming up from 
below us drew us farther down the trail. We grabbed 
onto a conveniently placed rope railing to keep ourselves 
upright as we slipped and slid to the bottom. The voices 
were those of an excited group of kids who were fishing. 
“Look, we caught eight fish,” one said to us, showing 
off his prize catch. As we turned back to look up at the 
waterfall, the view was so spectacular our jaws dropped. 
Four different waterfalls formed a massive “X” pattern. 
What a beautiful place ... and it has good fishing to boot! 
visitcherokeenc.com 
Happy Holiday Campground: happyholidayrv.com

You can usually hear a waterfall long 
before you see it, and such was the 
case at powerful Tahquamenon Falls 
in Michigan. While enjoying a leisurely 
stroll on the paved walkway, we could 
heard the roar of the Upper Falls grow-
ing louder and louder. Then the tree 
branches on our left parted slightly 
and we got a gorgeous glimpse of the 
wide, thunderous waterfall. The trees 
framed the falls beautifully and we 
joined other tourists snapping photos.  

Farther down the path we came 
to a sign that said, “94 steps to The 
Brink.” Uh oh! We joked that we’d 
better not take 95 steps or we’d be 
over the brink and down the river! 
We descended toward the water and 
soon discovered that The Brink was a 
stunning viewing spot alongside the 
falls where we could almost feel the 
power of the raging water. 
michigan.org, RV Camping in Tahqua-
menon Falls State Park: stateparks.com

Michigan: Tahquamenon Falls State Park
A wide wall of water and a swirling, rushing river.

ASA ELECTRONICS, CIRCLE 102 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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PECHANGA RV 
RESORT AND 
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 Guests staying at Pechanga RV Resort can enjoy The Cove 
at the hotel and casino ($30 fee), a 4.5-acre complex fea-
turing four pools (one with a swim-up bar), two whirlpools, 
a family pool with twisty waterslides, and cabanas. The RV 
resort has its own pool, open daily from 8 a.m.–10 p.m. 

B Y  D O N Y A  C A R L S O N

that rival those in Las Vegas. If you’d 
rather not test Lady Luck and just 
want to take it easy, there’s opportu-
nity for that, too: float around in one 
of the pools at the 4.5-acre oasis, 
The Cove, at the hotel and casino or 
catch a sports game while savoring 
brunch or dinner with south-of-the-
border cuisine at Pechanga’s 1882 
Cantina. A free shuttle runs between 
the RV resort and casino and can pick 
you up and bring you back to your 
RV site.

With 210 spacious RV sites, you 
can choose among deluxe back-ins 
and pull-throughs, presidential sites 
with a gazebo and barbecue, and 
buddy sites with shared gazebos and 
barbecues. There’s Wi-Fi throughout 
the park, a grill area, dog play area, 
clubhouse, horseshoe pits, laundry 
facilities, a heated pool with ample 
seating and umbrellas (adults-only 
8–10 p.m.), and two hot tubs. Within 
walking distance is a 24/7 minimart 
with a wide selection that includes 
fresh food and camping gear, plus an 
attached Baja Express, and a big-rig-
friendly fuel station is right on site.

However your day at Pechanga 
plays out, take the time to relax 
and delight in the lovely sunsets in 
Temecula Wine Country.
pechanga.com

You certainly won’t run out of
things to do at Pechanga RV Resort 
and Casino in Temecula, California, 
with its par-72, links-style golf 
course and 200,000-square-feet of 
gaming space that includes 5,400 
slots, 152 table games including 
blackjack, Pai Gow, and many more 

10/10*/10 
The resort has 

achieved a perfect 
rating from the Good 
Sam Guide Series for 
the facility, overall 

cleanliness, and visual 
appeal.

FORE!
Journey, Pechanga’s 
award-winning golf 
course, backs to the 

RV resort and you can 
catch a free shuttle to 
the entrance with its 

pro shop.

DO IT ALL
The resort’s casino 
hosts concerts and 

various events in two 
large indoor venues, 

plus there’s a spa 
and fitness center, 

and 21-and-over and 
family pools. 

Dozens of wineries reside 
close by in the rolling hills 

and sprawling valleys, 
and the sky’s the limit 

when it comes to 
companies offering 
hot-air balloon rides.

3 Reasons
You’ll Want

to Stay!

PERFECT PARKS
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THE OFFICIAL HITCH OF

#
B&W TRAILER HITCHES, CIRCLE 103 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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At Parks Project, our motto has always been “Leave 
it better than you found it.” If nothing else, our goal is to 
make the places you love a little better every time you find 
your next favorite T-shirt, camp chair, or whatever else 
you might want to show your love for national parks. By 
now, you probably know our story—we were born after 
our co-founders volunteered in our backyard of California’s 
Santa Monica Mountains and wanted to do more on behalf 
of our parks. 

That spirit of volunteering is still at the heart of what 
we do, and we know volunteering is something national- 
park lovers across the US love to do. That’s why we 
founded our Volunteer Alliance back in 2019. Through the 
Volunteer Alliance, park lovers get a chance to give back 
to the places they love directly by putting in time and TLC 
restoring trails, habitats, and other projects in the parks 
themselves. Interested in getting involved yourself? Here’s 
how to get started as a member of a Trail Crew near you 
and what a typical volunteer event looks like. 

Join the Volunteer Alliance 
Want to make an impact in a park near you? 
Become part of a Trail Crew near you! With 
crews located across the nation, there’s 
sure to be some work going on nearby. How 
do you get started? Just fill out a simple 
form to get in touch with the team at Parks 
Project. It doesn’t take more than a minute 
and after you fill in a few answers, you’ll be 
on your way to finding out what opportuni-
ties there are near you to volunteer. 

Attend a Volunteer Day
Once you’ve filled out the form, you’ll be 
alerted when there are volunteer events 
happening near you. When you arrive, you’ll 
be doing things like helping native trees 
where fires have killed the trees that were 
there before, beautifying and cleaning up 
trails, and removing invasive species so 
native plants can thrive. All you need to 
bring is water, snacks, clothing suitable 
for working in the outdoors, and sun 
protection (a ball cap or wide-brim hat and 
sunscreen)—don’t worry, we’ll take care of 
whatever tools you might need, like bags, 
gloves, and any specialty items needed to 
help make the work happen. 

We can all pitch in to make America’s 
treasures better than we found them.

Parks
ProjectParks

B Y  A B B E Y 
R O B E R T S O N

PARK STEWARDS UNITE!
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Ready to Get
VOLUNTEERING? 

Visit parksproject.us/
pages/trail-crew  to fill 
out the form and be 
alerted of volunteer 

events near you. 
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TM

It’s all about time
Time to explore. Time to laugh.
Time to do nothing. Your time is precious.
You can trust Un-Duz-It™ professional solutions 
to save time for the most important things in life!

More time for
what matters

Learn more at
CLPRO.COM/RV

Use RV25 to save 25%
on your first order!

UN-DUZ-IT, CIRCLE 116 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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BIZ RV

  IN THE KNOW

An adventuresome 
couple chose full-time 

RVing as traveling nurses 
for the freedom to 

explore and set their own 
work schedules.

CALLING 
THE SHOTS

Four years ago, when they 
were 26-year-old registered 
nurses, Chase and Lindsay 

Garrett decided they wanted to have 
the flexibility to travel, a passion they 
share: “The more we traveled, the 
more we craved travel.” They met 
in nursing school at West Virginia 
University, and as nurses working in 
the intensive care unit for four years 
were reminded how every day is a 
precious gift. Rather than waiting for 
“someday” to follow their dreams, 
they signed up with a number of 
travel nursing recruiters, bought a 
new 30-foot CrossRoads Sunset 
Trail travel trailer, packed up their 
essentials—including their cat—and 
hit the road. Now you may find them 
boondocking with nobody else in sight, 
staying at a venue through Harvest 
Hosts, or at an RV resort. 

B Y  D O N Y A  C A R L S O N

In Pursuit of Adventure
The Garretts’ advice for anyone 
thinking about becoming a travel 
nurse is that the more prepared 
you are, the more confident and 
successful you will be. They admitted 
that “embracing change and the 
unknown can be scary, but it has 
been so worth it. And we definitely 
recommend that you do your 
research first!” On their social media 
sites, Lindsay and Chase share the 
pros and cons of their lifestyle, as well 
as tips and advice on living debt-free 
and budgeting, hiring recruiters, and 
negotiating pay. 

Now that the Garretts are “paid 
to travel,” as they say, they generally 
pick up contracts through recruiters 
to work 12-hour shifts three days per 
week, leaving the rest of the week 
open for exploring. Having days off 
together is by design since they can 
often request their work schedules. 
Lindsay and Chase work in the car-
diovascular intensive care unit and 
whenever they’re job hunting, they 
search for the hospitals that have 
two or more openings for ICU nurses 

and then apply as a package deal. The 
contracts are generally 13 weeks, 
with opportunities to extend the 
contract if the hospital still needs the 
extra support. 

“Travel nursing gives us a cool 
opportunity to be in a location for 
at least three months [usually at an 
RV park]. Being temporary locals, as 
we call it, gives us enough time to 
really get to experience the area,” 
they said. On their days off from 
work, they’re road-tripping locally, 
and when their contract ends, they 
move on to discover someplace new. 
In-between contracts they usually 
take 1–2 months off—what they 
refer to as “FUNemployment”—
and don’t limit themselves to 
traveling just in the US. So far, 
they’ve visited 20 countries since 
starting travel nursing. 

Their career path has been 
so successful that they bought a 
second RV, a Travel Lite truck camper; 
“They’re great in different ways. Our 
travel trailer is our more ‘spacious 
home’ and our truck camper is our 
‘adventure home.’ Whenever we have 

“Being temporary locals, as we call 
it, gives us enough time to really get 
to experience the area.”
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a few days off from work, we take 
off in our truck camper and leave our 
trailer behind. We’ve been able to stay 
in some of the coolest places for free 
and it’s so fun to adventure and take 
the roads less traveled.”

The Garretts’ purchase of a truck 
camper inspired Lindsay’s parents—
who already had a fifth-wheel—as 
they promptly went out and bought 
a truck camper as well. For their first 
outing, they drove across the country 
to join their daughter and son-in-law 
in Arizona for a week of boondocking 
last winter. 

Lindsay and Chase had grown up 
camping with their families “and found 
out that we both vacationed in the 
same beachside campground in South 
Carolina every summer!” They didn’t 
know each other back then, but when 
they married nine years ago, they held 
their wedding on the beach at this very 
campground. They credit their families 
and the campground for sparking 
their love of camping and choosing to 
pursue their current lifestyle. “We love 
that we have the same family values, 

“We love that we’ve been able to take care of patients 
and serve communities all over the country.”

TWICE THE FUN!
The Garretts’ second 
home on wheels, 
a Travel Lite truck 
camper, allows them 
the flexibility to camp 
just about anywhere, 
from boondocking 
in Bisbee, Arizona 
(opposite page) to 
staying in state parks, 
like this one in Florida 
where they spent this 
past winter.

Having downtime 
between their 

nursing contracts 
allows Lindsay 
and Chase the

opportunity for 
their endless-

adventure lifestyle 
created by living 

out of their two 
homes on wheels.

similar interests, and career 
goals in common.”

Thankful
Meeting new people is one of 
the biggest rewards to their 
nomadic lifestyle and “We love 
that we’ve been able to take 
care of patients and serve com-
munities all over the country.” 
They’re also thankful for their 
health: “That’s one of the most 
important things and something 
that isn’t promised. Working in 
a hospital setting has shown us 
that health is fleeting. This has 
given us the desire to live our 
lives to the fullest now.”

Their lifestyle doesn’t come 
without stress, but they are 
thankful that they can find jobs 
almost anywhere. “We’re able 
to see a list of all the nursing 
opportunities throughout the 
country and if we see a location 
that we’re interested in, we 
can apply. If we want to spend 
winter by the beach in Florida 
and summer in the mountains of 
Colorado, we are able to do that.”

Apparently, the couple is 
very well matched because one 
of the funniest things that has 
happened to the Garretts is that 
coworkers in various hospitals 
have tried to set them up on a 
date, without realizing that the 
two are already married! 

They spend pretty much 
“24/7 together, and our lifestyle 
gives us plenty of opportunities 
for ‘me’ time but we cherish our 
‘together’ time. One of the best 
parts about RVing is that we 
can always go outside of our 
300-square-foot home if we 
want to have a little alone time.” 

On their days off, they spend 
time outdoors either hiking, 
biking, or kayaking, exploring 
national parks, sightseeing, 
and trying the local cuisine. 
When they’re not exploring, 
you can usually find them 
relaxing around their campsite 
or at the RV resort’s pool. And 
they enthusiastically agree 
that choosing to be full-time 
RVers has been one of the best 
decisions they’ve made. 

Follow Chase and Lindsay Garrett on Instagram and TikTok 
@WereOutNAbout, wereoutnabout.com 

SO MUCH 
TO SEE! 

JUST ONE OF 
2,000 STONE 

ARCHES IN 
ARCHES 

NATIONAL 
PARK.
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WELCOME THE NEW SEASON 
WITH A NEW LOOK 

Dometic Universal Replacement Fabrics

Make the most of your adventures by upgrading your older or 
worn-out awning with new fabric from Dometic. The universal 
design works with Dometic, as well as other brands of awnings, 
and we off er a range of colors to match or complement any RV. 

Update your rig with this inexpensive upgrade today. 

To purchase Dometic fabrics, visit dometic.com
or fi nd an RV dealership near you.

DOMETIC CORPORATION, CIRCLE 111 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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L
Tackling the Terrain

Rigs + Gear

P R E V I E W by K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E R

3

21

(1) All seats in the Terrain have seat belts. The additional bucket seats can slide or recline for added 
passenger comfort. (2) The wet bathroom features a shower, cassette toilet, and a powered roof 
vent. (3) There's plenty of cargo space in the area beneath the 750-pound-rated drop-down bed.

Outside In   The side screen door comes with a magnetic zippered panel, while the rear 
screen door has roll-up and blackout capabilities.
 Inside Out   The Carefree armless patio awning with an LED light strip and a wind sensor 
allows you to increase your living space while in camp.

L
Tackling the TerrainTackling the Terrain
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BASE MSRP
$201,000 

DIMENSIONS
Exterior Length: 19’ 7”

Exterior Width: 7’ 1”
Exterior Height: 10’ 1”

CAPACITIES
Freshwater: 22 gal

Black-water: 4.75 gal
Gray-water: 20 gal

WEIGHT
GCWR: 13,930 lbs
GVWR: 9,050 lbs

GAWR, F/R: 4,410 lbs/
5,360 lbs

CIRCLE 150 ON READER SERVICE CARD

Let’s face it. You love adventure. You’re 
a thrill seeker who loves to venture away 
from the crowds and carve your own path 
(well, not literally, but you get the idea). 
But you also want luxury. So, which to 
choose? With the Jayco Terrain 19Y Class 
B built on the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 
chassis, you can have both … and 4WD.

The sub-20-foot length of the Terrain 
makes it easy to maneuver and provides 
the ideal package for two intrepid RVers. 
The 4x4 MB 2500 and its 3.0-liter V-6 
diesel combine with the JRIDE package 
(including Koni shocks and heavy-duty rear 
stabilizer bar) for a smooth yet aggressive 
ride that’s sure to take you wherever your 
heart desires. Bring along your adventure 
toys with the double roof rack.  

Inside, Tecnoform Euro cabinetry, a cus-
tom-molded vinyl-wrapped wall, durable 

rubber flooring, and reclining seats offer 
the aura of sophistication that is expected 
in a Mercedes. The fully equipped kitchen 
features a pull-out galley extension (and a 
pantry extension) to increase prep space, 
while the wet bath includes removable 
bamboo shelves and a retractable clothes 
hanger. RAM Tough-Track mounts 
throughout make securing cargo easy.

Once you’re in camp, you can take 
advantage of the all-electric Terrain’s 
200-watt solar array, onboard air 
compressor, Firefly JAYCOMMAND 
controls, dual-zone radio with Bluetooth, 
and the water-filtration system. You’ll 
sleep well on the rear drop-down 
overhead bed, which offers a garage area 
below with L-track mounts for even more 
cargo security.
jayco.com 
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Battling rust and corrosion, adjusting a 
brake controller, the truth behind tow 
ratings, and water-pressure settings.

  RIGS + GEAR

by K E N  F R E U N D

Q&ATE
C

H RV dealer. If you are friends 
with them, you might be able 
to rent one on days when 
they are closed. Working on 
your back on a creeper is 
messy and tiresome.

Klean-Strip Concrete & 
Metal Prep is a mild acid. 
Only use a product like that 
for metal preparation, and 
then a� er the metal is clean 
and acid is o� , it must be un-
dercoated. � ere are many 
di� erent suppliers, and it 
can get costly. Eastwood 
(eastwood.com) sells chassis 
and frame paints designed 
to encapsulate rust. Rust-
Oleum also makes products 
designed to seal and coat 
rust. Good luck; it’s a lot of 
work. Naturally, you should 
follow the instructions that 
come with each product, 
and always wear the proper 
protective equipment.

Adjusting a Brake Controller
We have a Coleman 
Lantern 17FQ trailer 

and purchased a Curt brake 
controller for my 2008 Nissan 
Frontier, which came with a 
tow package. When braking, 
the trailer tires lock up and 
skid. How do I adjust the 
brake controller? 
Rick McWhorter, via email

Curt o� ers a free online 
tutorial on how to use 

its brake controllers. I recom-
mend following these steps to 
properly set up your Frontier’s 
brake controller: 
curtmfg.com/trailer-brakes-
controllers#brakecontroller 
steps. 

Towing Capacity
We used to own an 
old Path� nder travel 

trailer decades ago but sold it. 
Now we’re shopping for a new 
unit. I’m sure this question has 
never been asked before (Ha!), 
but is there an easy way to 
determine how big/heavy of a 
travel trailer I could tow with 
my 2021 Ford Expedition? 
� e way it is equipped, mine 
shows a maximum towing 
capacity of 9,000 pounds. Is 
it just a matter of adding the 
speci� ed dry empty weight 
of the trailer with the weight 
of passengers and luggage 
and then estimating weight 
of holding tanks, etc.? Also, 
I’d assume that we wouldn’t 
want to be close to maximum 
capacity to be on the safe side, 
correct?

� e reason I ask this: One 
time we looked at a trailer 
that was actually over the 
limit, and the salesman told 
us, “You’ll be � ne; the vehicle 
manufacturers build a bit 
of ‘dumb’ into the ratings, 
because they know some 
folks are going to go over the 

We have a 2012 Forest River T226SLR toy-hauler trailer. I would like to know the proper 
water pressure when using the city-water hookup. —Jake Becker, via email

Water-Pressure Setting

If you have an adjustable water-pressure regulator, set it for 40–50 psi, which is the indus-
try standard. Some regulators are not adjustable, but they typically limit pressure to this 

range. Camping World (campingworld.com) offers regulators with a gauge for less than $25.

Underside Rust and Corrosion
We have a 2003 Allegro 35DA motorhome with 
30,000 miles on the odometer, which we bought new. 

Living in the Rust Belt and using the coach a few times 
in the winter brings rust underneath. What is the easiest 
product you would use to kill the rust? I was thinking about 
using Klean-Strip Concrete & Metal Prep as a spray-on to 
remove the rust that has started. With some products you 
must remove all the rust before you spray the product on. 
With some of the rust-type converters, you just spray it on 
the rust area and then topcoat with paint. It seems like that 
would be a lot easier. � ere are so many choices out there, 
and there’s a lot of area to cover under a 35-foot motorhome. 
Jim Passa, via email

Rust-proo� ng and undercoating a large motorhome 
is a big undertaking. Not many people do it for this 

reason, plus many RVs are stored for the winter and don’t 
get exposed to road salt, etc. It’s considerably easier to treat 
the underside right a� er purchase when the coach is clean 
and new. If you intend to treat your coach yourself, it’s much 
easier if you can obtain the use 
of a motorhome li�  at a local 

Water-Pressure Setting

easier if you can obtain the use 
of a motorhome li�  at a local 

Too much water 
pressure can lead 
to leaks and dam-

age plumbing com-
ponents in the RV.
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Things I have done so far: I have 
checked to make sure there is adequate 
propane (the furnace, water heater, and 
stove work fine). I have verified the ignitor 
is working both audibly and visually. 
When I hear the ignitor, I do not hear 
the gas valve as I normally would when 
it is working at warmer temperatures. 
To further verify gas supply when it is 
warm and working I have turned on the 
furnace, water heater, and burners and 
cycled it. All this had no effect, as it still 
worked. It seems like a gas-valve issue, 
but why would the gas valve fail only 
when it’s cold?

Gas valves are not too expensive, so 
I was going to buy one and replace it. 
But I found out Atwood was purchased 
by Dometic, and there are no parts 
available. If you have any suggestions, I 
would appreciate hearing them. Also, are 

there other brands 
of parts that would 
work with mine?

We really enjoy 
spring and fall 
camping and usually 
do not have electric 
hookups, so I would 
like to get this fixed. 
I hate to spend the 
money on a new 
refrigerator if it is 
something simple and 
inexpensive like a gas 
valve.
Mike Gloudemans 
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Electrical 
components 

are sensitive to 
extreme temperatures 
and sometimes work 
intermittently, which 
can drive trouble-
shooters crazy. It does 
sound like it may be 
a gas valve. I found 
a listing for the parts 
for this particular 
model at techsupport 
.pdxrvwholesale 

limit.” Of course, I walked away from him. 
Thanks in advance for your help.
Kevin Klimek  
Long Prairie, Minnesota

I’m glad you are looking into 
this subject before you purchase, 

instead of afterward like so many buyers 
do. I recommend using the trailer’s gross 
vehicle weight rating (GVWR) when 
matching to the truck’s tow rating; that 
way you have a safety margin and don’t 
have to estimate how much cargo and 
fluids you’re adding with a strong chance 
of being wrong. I recommend being 
conservative, and even leaving a safety 
margin of about 20%. Tow vehicles are 
working hard when used at the max-
imum tow-rating limit. Also read the 
manufacturer’s fine print on tow ratings; 
they often assume only the driver is 
onboard, and don’t 
count added passen-
gers, accessories, and 
full fuel loads.

Refrigerator Quits 
When Cold

We own a 
2013 Key-

stone Bullet Premier 
19FBPR trailer. It has 
an Atwood gas and 
electric refrigerator, 
model HE-0801. The 
refrigerator works 
fine on both propane 
and electric when 
the temperatures are 
warm. But when dry 
camping, using the 
refrigerator on gas, 
and the temperatures 
drop below around 
40° F, the burner will 
not reignite. It will 
keep running until it 
reaches the set point, 
turn off, and then, 
usually in the middle 
of the night, the alarm 
will sound because the 
burner won’t ignite.

Water-Pressure Setting

C O M M E N T

TIRE-PRESSURE 

We have a 28-foot Jayco Jay Flight 
travel trailer. I just wanted to add 

to an answer you gave in January’s 
Tech Q&A under “Tire-Pressure 
Tips.” The person updated their 

tires on their travel trailer to radial 
versus biased-ply tires. The new 
tires specify the maximum pres-

sure limit of the tire is 60 psi. They 
stated the trailer sticker indicates 
a maximum of 50 psi. They asked 

which should they follow, and 
you said until the unit is weighed 

follow the maximum pressure 
listed on the sidewall of the new 

tire. This is inaccurate; the wheels 
that came on the trailer from the 
manufacturer are only rated for 
a maximum of 50 psi regardless 

of which tire is mounted on them! 
This is a common mistake and the 
wheels/rims are even stamped in-
side with the maximum psi rating. 

—Jim Elmore, Taft, California

Thanks for writing, Jim. If the max-
imum rating of the wheel is lower 
than the maximum rating of the 
tire, the lower of the two should 

be used for inflation. Owners 
should also make sure that the 

new tire will have sufficient load 
carrying capacity at the pressure 
being used, for the actual weight 

being carried.

.com/technical-service-manuals/ 
atwood-he-0801. I also found a source 
for service information at manualslib 
.com/manual/1067876/Atwood-He-0601 
.html?page=4#manual. Hopefully these 
links will help you get it going.

High Winds
We have a 2002 Scamp 16. If we 
are camping and high winds are 

forecast, is it better to have it hitched to 
the truck or not hitched? What is better 
for the truck and trailer?
Bruce Falink, via email

As you know, your trailer is fairly 
lightweight and therefore subject 

to high winds more than some other 
heavier models. If high winds are fore-
cast, I recommend keeping your trailer 
hitched to the truck to sort of serve as 
an anchor. Also, face the truck directly 
into the wind if possible because doing 
so will minimize the effect the wind has 
on the trailer. If really high winds that 
might topple the trailer are forecast, con-
sider parking it up close on the leeward 
side of a large sturdy building or natural 
windbreak.

Black-Water Tank Leak
There is a leak around the exit pipe 
of my RV’s black-water tank. The 

leak appears to be on the joint between 
the discharge pipe and the tank. What is 
the best way to repair this?
Charlie Adams, via email

If the tank is cracked, it might be 
able to be plastic-welded. Check 

with your RV shop, as some do plastic 
welding. Others prefer to replace cracked 
tanks because repairs can be messy and 
don’t always work. If you prefer to do 
it yourself, it’s less costly to buy an ABS 
repair kit (easyabsrepair.com) instead of 
buying a plastic welder for a single use.

Sticking Slideout
We have a 2008 Fleetwood  
Bounder motorhome. The bed-

room slide (curbside) started with a 
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problem that seemed like a gear missing 
a tooth: it would go out clunking/stop-
ping, repeating until out. Coming in, it 
was smooth, so the idea of a broken gear 
made no sense. The repair shop checked 
out the motor and gear, finding no 
problem. After talking with Fleetwood, 
they thought that there is an electronic 
controller somewhere. They found the 
connections in the basement where the 
propane tank is located. The suggestion 
was to switch the two connections (the 
other for the living-room slide) if there 
was a problem. This worked somewhat 
for a while. Pushing the “out” button 
results in a clicking sound until eventu-
ally the slide went out. On the last trip, 
lots of clicks, but the slide didn’t go out. I 
switched the connections with the same 
result, so switched back. Eventually, 
after pressing the switch many times, the 
slide extended. When we left days later, 
the slide came in easily as it always has. 
It works fine for coming back in. And 
also works both ways for the other slide. 

Rough Riding Ford F-53
We have a 2018 Winnebago Intent 
31R on the Ford F-53 chassis with the 

Triton V-10 engine. The truck-scale weight 
read 15,820 pounds, which is 180 pounds 
under the GVWR of 16,000. As we travel, 
we find some roads that provide a rough 
ride. I run the recommended tire pressure 
of 82 psi all around. A tire tech suggested 90 
psi, but that results in an even rougher ride. 
The tires are Goodyear 245/70R19.5 G7-0/
RV. Are there any suspension modifications, 
techniques, or tricks to smooth out the ride? 
Chase Reid, via email 

The information I have shows a 
GVWR of 18,000 pounds, not 

16,000, although Ford supplied both 
ratings. Hopefully you recorded the 
individual corner wheel weights when you 
weighed it. Use a load-inflation table to 
determine what tire pressures to use. Here 
is the URL for Goodyear: www.goodyear 
rvtires.com/pdfs/rv_inflation.pdf. If tires are 
overinflated they will give a harsher ride, 
so set pressures according to load at that 
axle divided by number of tires. Just don’t 
underinflate to get a softer ride.

The F-53 chassis has a reputation for 
a harsh ride and swaying, and a number 
of modifications have been developed. 
Premium aftermarket shock absorbers 
such as those from Bilstein or Koni can 
help. Try these mods first and let us 
know if you want to go further and have 
the budget for it. Other modifications 
include air-bag springs, SumoSprings, 
Davis TruTrac, and anti-sway bars. 

Could it be the switch that selects which 
slide? Although as I’ve said, it works fine 
when coming in. What should I do?
Randy Dickow, Bakersfield, California

I suggest checking several items. 
Measure the voltage at the motor 

while the slide is operating. Also measure 
the voltage at the switches when operating 
the slide. The switches seem suspect and 
may be working intermittently. They are 
14 years old and may need replacement, 
or you may need to take them apart and 
inspect the innards for dirt or corrosion 
or arcing damage, if possible. It’s fairly 
common for the motors to act up because 
of low voltage. When checking voltage 
use long test leads that allow you to stay 
clear of the mechanism.

A member of the Good Sam family since 1988, Ken Freund has been helping 
readers better understand their RVs for more than 30 years. Throughout his 
career, he has been a service manager, technician, shop owner, an ASE Certi-
fied Master Technician, an instructor of the California Smog Check Program, 
and author of Haynes Repair Manuals.

Looking for answers on all things RV, 
including systems, engines, accessories, 
or construction? Submit it to our expert at 
techqa@rv.com and it may be selected for 
publication. You must include your name, 
city and state, phone number (will not be 
published), and type and model of your RV.
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WHEELS AFIELD
Five RVs for sportsmen and sportswomen 
who truly enjoy outdoor adventure.

by B R U C E  W.  S M I T H
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Walk into any sporting goods outlet and it’s obvious the 
interest in outdoor activities is far reaching in scope and immensely 
popular. From golf to tennis, soccer to baseball, � shing to hunting, 
we are an active people. Most of those outdoor activities take place 
close to home. However, when it comes to things such as ATV riding, 
� shing, or hunting, sportsmen and sportswomen tend to head for a 
destination that o� en requires camping o� -grid for several days. 

When I was a young sportsman, sleeping in a tent and eating 
meals cooked over an open camp� re or on a two-burner camp stove 
were how my family spent weekends and summer vacations that 
centered around � shing and hunting. But as all of us got older, the 
comfort of a bed, an indoor bathroom, and a place to cook and eat 
out of the elements took priority over “roughing it.” Like many of 
today’s adventurers, we now prefer the comforts a� orded by an RV 
over pitching a ground tent. 

If you are a like-minded sportsman or -woman who loves to get 
away with the family or a couple of friends, but do so with a nice level 
of comfort, the choices in RVs for 2022 is nearly as broad reaching as 
there are types of hiking boots. Here’s just a tiny sampling of RVs we 
think are a nice � t.  

       Highland Ridge Range Lite Air 19MBH  
Come in from a long day’s outing, hit the rear 
shower, rustle up a hearty dinner, and then sit 
back and relax with your buddies. The 2022 Range 
Lite Air 19MBH sleeps up to eight with a mix of 
kids and adults dispersed between the Murphy 
bed, double-over-double rear bunks, and the con-
vertible dinette situated in the streetside slide.

The extended-stay-friendly trailer can carry 55 
gallons of freshwater and hold 60 gallons of gray-/
black-water split evenly between the two holding 
tanks. It also comes with 15 gallons of propane  
along with a full outdoor camp kitchen at the 
rear of the trailer’s curb side. Want supplemental 
solar power? That’s one of just a couple of options 
because everything else you need is already part 
of the Range Lite Air package. The 23-foot, 6-inch 
Range Lite Air has a GVWR of 5,500 pounds, which 
puts it at the upper end of the max tow rating of 
most properly equipped midsize pickups, but well 
within the towing ability of half-ton pickups and 
full-size SUVs. Base MSRP: $42,930 
highlandridgerv.com

Walk into any sporting goods outlet
interest in outdoor activities is far reaching in scope and immensely 
popular. From golf to tennis, soccer to baseball, � shing to hunting, 
we are an active people. Most of those outdoor activities take place 
close to home. However, when it comes to things such as ATV riding, 
� shing, or hunting, sportsmen and sportswomen tend to head for a 
destination that o� en requires camping o� -grid for several days. 

NEW RVS
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KZ Sportsmen Classic 191BHK
KZ has been building travel trailers for 
decades with the most popular of its 
smaller 16–22-foot models being the 
Sportsmen Classic 191BHK, an ultralight 
weighing in with a GVWR of just 4,000 
pounds. This makes it easily towable 
behind midsize pickups and some small-
er SUVs/minivans. What we like about 
this travel trailer is the large rear corner 
bath, as well as the rear bunks that pro-
vide a nice open fl oorplan for a family of 
four. The front bed and amidships slide 
housing the dinette arrangement gives 
good walk-around space while leaving 
the little galley area less congested.

The pass-through storage compart-
ment is plenty big enough to store and 
secure fi shing and hunting gear, little 
coolers, and other bulky items you don’t 
want in the tow vehicle. New for the 2022 

191BHK is a 14-foot awning and a curb-
side outside kitchen with 12-volt fridge 
and a cool slide-out propane griddle. 
Also new for this year is a PVC roof (20-
year warranty) over a 3⁄8-inch decking so 
you can walk on it if needed. The 191BHK 
is solar-ready, so a roof-mounted solar 
panel can easily plug in to keep the bat-
tery charged. Base MSRP: $28,220
kz-rv.com

Ember RV Overland 171FB
Ember Recreational Vehicles began 
production late last year with its 2022 
Overland Series trailers hitting dealers in 
January. The independent RV manufacturer 
is setting the RV world afi re with cool 
innovations that are incorporated into the 
20-foot, 6-inch, 5,440-pound-GVWR 171FB. 
Innovations begin with the boxed frame 
with a Curt trailing-arm independent coil 
suspension and electric Flat-Jack A-frame 
jack with a gear locker above, and top out 
with a Stargazer skylight, Winegard Air an-
tenna, and 190-watt rooftop solar panel.

Ember also uses European dual-pane 
acrylic windows with integrated shades; 
composite roof, walls and fl oor; and alu-
minum framing in the construction of the 
residential-size queen bed, double-bed 
bunks, dinette, and elsewhere. The big 
rear bathroom has a radius shower, the 
amidships slide holds the jackknife sofa, 
and the galley opposite it is stacked with 
drawers under the seamless countertop. 
The skylight over the bed opens wide, 
and the retractable bug screen keeps 
insects at bay. Outside is a camp kitchen 
with fridge and griddle. The Overland 
171FB is a great example of leading-edge 
RV technology packaged in an excellent 
trailer for a couple or family of four. Base 
MSRP: $51,128
emberrv.com

The single slide moves the dinette outward 
to add signifi cant roominess inside the KZ 
Sportsmen Classic 191BHK. This is KZ’s most 
popular fl oorplan in the Sportsmen line of 
ultralight trailers.
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Solid hardwood cabinets, 
a big bathroom, and a 
spacious kitchen area 
are just a few of the 

highlights!

VERACRUZ
VERITAS

Renegade RV Veracruz 30VRM
Stepping inside a 2022 Renegade RV 
Veracruz Class C diesel motorhome is like 
opening the door to a plush apartment. 
Park this Ford F-550 XLT 4x4 coach 
somewhere with a majestic view of the 
mountains and a blue-ribbon trout stream 
� owing close by and any sports person 
would feel like they’ve won the lottery! 
Renegade has been building luxury RVs 
for 25 years and gave the 30-foot Veracruz 
30VRM, their smallest RV, a big interior 
makeover this year with white and light-
gray cabinetry, an abundance of storage, 
deluxe fabrics and ultraleather upholstery, 
a big bathroom, and a spacious kitchen.

� is single-slide Class C’s list of stan-
dard features is expansive, but includes 
a four-point self-leveling 
system, a 12,000-pound 
winch, 8,000-watt diesel gen-

erator, 50-amp electrical system, over-cab 
bunk, big front window in the cap, solid 
hardwood cabinets, and an abundance of 
storage inside and out. � e shower is resi-
dential sized, the 12-volt fridge is a roomy 
10 cubic feet, and the fresh-, black-, and 
gray-water tanks are big enough to handle 
a week of dry camping. Stretch out on the 
jackknife sofa in the slide that converts 
to a queen bed or convert the 70-inch 
dinette next to it into another sleeping 
spot. � ere are � ve paint schemes and 
two interior decor options from which to 
choose. � e Veracruz is truly luxury on 
wheels. Base MSRP: $225,000
renegaderv.com 

Forest River
NB10.6 Toy Hauler
Hunters who like to bring an ATV 
with them on a multiday outing 
will fi nd the No Boundaries 10.6 toy 
hauler from the Forest River RV camp 
pretty sweet. It has to be one of the 
smallest, lightest toy haulers on the 
market. It’d be a nice match to small-
er SUVs such as Jeeps, 4Runners, 
and Broncos because it has a gross 
vehicle weight rating of just 3,736 
pounds. It also has a class-leading 13 
inches of ground clearance riding on 
Goodyear All-Terrain tires and nimble 
suspension. The 13-foot, 6-inch 
NB10.6 can carry gear and a full-size 
ATV in the 60-by-82-inch garage and 
provides sleeping accommodations 
in the spacious rooftop tent and in-
side the trailer when camp is set up.

The NB10.6 comes outfi tted with 
a full galley, 12-volt refrigerator/
freezer, and a 30-gallon freshwater 
tank for several days of dry camping. 
If the sun or rain pose an issue, the 
NB10.6 includes a 270-degree wrap-
around awning to keep the elements 
at bay. The Overlander Package 
sports a full Rhino Rack Roof Rack 
system that includes a kayak rack 
with the ability to transport all types 
of other outdoor gear right on the 
roof. This is one of those small RVs 
that begs you to load up and go have 
fun! Base MSRP: mid $30,000s 
forestriverinc.com

The Renegade RV Veracruz 
30VRM is a full-featured 
luxury Class C that recent-
ly received a lot of interior 
changes to make it more 
attractive to touring RVers.

Forest River
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Understanding the diff erent power 
systems in your RV is crucial to 
maximizing the fun factor.

Imagine this scenario: You’ve just picked up 
your new RV. � e walk-through at the dealer went 
well, and everything seemed to check out. Excited 
for your � rst trip, you hit the road and land at your 
� rst campsite, a remote state park with no crowds, 
and no hookups. It’s a bit hot when you arrive, so 
you turn on the air conditioner, and … nothing.

Instead of cool comfort in your new home on 
wheels, you’ve got sweat and panic. � e whole 
family is looking at you. Did you break it? � e lights 
are working just � ne. Did you leave some important 
part back at the dealer? Are you just doing it wrong?

� e answer to all those questions is, most likely, 
no. And the key to understanding why is knowing 
that A) � ere are two separate electrical systems in 

your RV; B) Di� erent devices run on each of the two systems; and 
C) Both systems don’t always necessarily work at the same time.

So let’s walk through both systems, the 12-volt DC system, and 
the 120-volt AC system. Understanding the two is an important con-
cept for RVers to grasp. We’ll wrap up with a simple � ow chart that 
might help you diagnose just such a problem on the road.

The 12-Volt System
Your RV’s 12-volt system is electrically similar to what you might 
� nd in your car. It’s powered by your RV’s house battery (or battery 
bank). So, as long as there is battery power available, the 12-volt sys-
tem will be at your disposal. � is is why batteries are such a critical 
part of your RV.

Many basic components run on the 12-volt system. � e exact 
appliances and devices will depend on your particular RV, but in 
general, the following components run on 12 volts.

Lights: So long as there’s a charge in the battery, you’ll have lights.
Water Pump: If you’re not hooked up to city water, the water 
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THE VOLTS 
ARE IN

Your RV’s battery is the heart of the 12-volt 
system, but there are a couple more devices 
that live in the 12-volt world, and if your RV 
is equipped with them, it pays to know how 
they fi t in.

Solar Power: If your RV is equipped with 
solar power, there will be solar panels (fi xed 
or portable add-ons), and a solar charge 
controller. When the sun’s out—the system 
still works on overcast days, it just doesn’t 
produce as much electricity as full sun—that 

solar charge controller produces 12-volt 
current to charge your RV’s batteries.

Alternator (for motorhomes): Motor-
homes are typically built so that they will 
charge the house batteries while the engine 
is running. This happens with current from 
an alternator. It could be either surplus 
current from the main chassis alternator, or 
a dedicated second alternator focused on 
your house electrical needs. In either case, 
alternators produce 12-volt current.

“Keeping the lights on in your RV 
depends on 12-volt power from the 
RV’s battery bank.”

Imagine this scenario:
your new RV. � e walk-through at the dealer went 
well, and everything seemed to check out. Excited 
for your � rst trip, you hit the road and land at your 
� rst campsite, a remote state park with no crowds, 
and no hookups. It’s a bit hot when you arrive, so 
you turn on the air conditioner, and … nothing.

wheels, you’ve got sweat and panic. � e whole 
family is looking at you. Did you break it? � e lights 
are working just � ne. Did you leave some important 
part back at the dealer? Are you just doing it wrong?

no. And the key to understanding why is knowing 
that A) � ere are two separate electrical systems in 

solar power, there will be solar panels (fi xed 
or portable add-ons), and a solar charge 
controller. When the sun’s out—the system 
still works on overcast days, it just doesn’t 
produce as much electricity as full sun—that 

PORTABLE 
SOLAR 
POWER

Available in 120- and 200-watt options, REDARC’s folding monocrystalline solar panels are 
easy to set up and take down. With an adjustable lightweight leg design, the panels can be 
conveniently angled toward the sun. redarcelectronics.com
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pump supplies the pres-
sure that makes your RV’s 
water � ow. So, when there’s 
battery power, you’ve got 
running water.

USB Outlets: If you’re a 
compulsive phone charger, 
you can keep getting your 
� x while your RV’s battery 
has a charge.

Fans: � e ceiling fan in 
the living area, the vent fan 
in the bathroom, and the 
fan over the cooktop are all 
12-volt appliances. 

Power Awnings: If your 
rig is equipped with a pow-
ered awning, it will run o�  
your RV’s 12-volt system.

Furnace: � ough the 
furnace likely burns fuel to 
produce heat, it requires 
electricity, in the form of a 
12-volt fan and related con-
trol circuitry, to move that 
warm air around your rig.

Monitor Panel: Tank- 
level monitors and the 
control panel run on your 
RV’s 12-volt system.

Refrigerator: I saved 

this for last, because there 
are several options for 
powering an RV refrigera-
tor. It’s safe to say that 
unless you have a 
purely residen-
tial refriger-
ator, at least 
some part 
of your RV’s 
refrigerator 
requires 
12-volt power. 
It might be the 
light, the thermo-
stat, a spark igniter, 
or just the control panel, 
but some part of that 
refrigerator will require 12-
volt power.

We’ve already men-
tioned that the power for 
the 12-volt system comes 

1) Your RV’s battery bank supplies power to the 12-volt system 
and is one of the most critical components of your RV. 2) If 
your RV is equipped with USB ports, these outlets work on the 
12-volt system, so you can keep getting your electronic fi x while 
the batteries last. 3) The 12-volt system is divided into circuits, 
and each circuit is protected with a fuse. 

from your RV’s battery. Be-
tween the battery and the 
load, you’re going to � nd a 
fuse panel. Inside it, you’ll 
see a collection of automo-
tive-style blade fuses, and 
they should be labeled to 
indicate what circuit they 
belong to, and what size 
fuse belongs in each. 

The 120-Volt System
� e second electrical system 
in your RV is the 120-volt 
system. � is is traditional 

Discover’s Lithium 
BLUE batteries for 

RVs offer bat-
tery-management 
system-controlled 
safety, long life, 
quick charging 

performance, plus 
real-time Bluetooth 
access to battery 
state-of-charge, 

voltage, current, and 
temperature status. 

info.discoverbat 
tery.com/lithium-rv 

ONE SMART
BATTERY

Fuses in an RV are safety devices, and a blown fuse indicates an electrical problem in the 
12-volt system. It might be tempting, but you should NEVER replace a fuse with a larger one— 
you’d be defeating important protection and a fi re could result.

Take Note 3

1

2
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household electrical current. � is system 
doesn’t run from the batteries (at least not 
directly) so it’s not necessarily available all 
the time. For the 120-volt system to be active, 
you’ll need a source of 120-volt AC power 
(sometimes erroneously identi� ed as 110 volts 
AC). � e two most common sources are:

Shorepower: When you plug your RV 
into a pedestal at an RV park or campground, 
you’re connecting a supply of 120-volt power. 
� is can be either a 30-amp or 50-amp supply. 
Without getting deep into a discussion of elec-
trical phases, let’s just say that 50-amp service 
for an RV means considerably more available 
power than 30-amp service.

Generator: If you have a generator, it will 
supply 120-volt power to your rig when it’s 
running. How much power it supplies depends 
on how many watts the generator is rated for. 
In round numbers, 3,600 watts is equivalent 
to 30-amp electrical service, and it would take 
12,000 watts of power to equal 50-amp service.

I’ve mentioned amps here. What is that 
and why is it important? � e amperage (amps) 
of service determines the amount of power 
available to work with. Why does that matter? 
Because if you try to run more electrical 
devices than you have the amperage budget 
for, you’ll likely trip a breaker, which won’t 

  RIGS + GEAR | RV power systems

harm anything, but will 
leave you wondering 
what happened for a 
moment.

Many “big ticket” 
electrical items run on 
the 120-volt system: 

Air Conditioner:
Depending on when 
and where you travel, 
the air conditioner 
just might be the most 
critical appliance in 
your RV. It runs on the 
120-volt system. If you 
have 30 amps of 120-volt power available, you can run one air conditioner. If 
you have 50-amp service, you can run more than one air conditioner.

Microwave: If your RV is equipped with a microwave, that’s a 120-volt 
appliance. You won’t even get the clock on it to turn on without 120-volt 
power. (And since 120-volt power in RVs stops and starts as you connect 
and disconnect, now you know why I never bother to set the clock on the 
microwave!)

“Regular” Electrical Outlets: Anything plugged into a household outlet 
in your RV relies on 120-volt power.

Most TVs, DVD players, and Blu-ray players: Today, these are o� en 
120-volt devices, but in the past, 12-volt TVs were more common. � ere’s a 
way using an inverter (which we’ll get to in a minute) that may let you run a 
120-volt TV, even without shorepower.

Refrigerators: If your rig has a true residential refrigerator, it’s a 120-volt 
appliance. If you have a two- or three-way refrigerator that can run on AC 
power, then that option will require having 120-volt power.

Whereas in the 12-volt system there are fuses to protect against danger-
ous conditions, in the 120-volt system, there are circuit breakers. � e circuit 
breakers in your RV look and operate like the ones in the breaker box at 

Campground pedestal power can be unreliable and subject to surges. 
The Power Watchdog Smart Surge Protector offers 6,100 joules of 
advanced protection against power surges/spikes. Wireless fault 
indicators alert you of any potential problems, and there’s even an 

option to add remote monitoring. hughesautoformers.com

WATCH OUT!

4) Circuit breakers in an RV’s panel are to 120-volt circuits what fuses are to 12-volt circuits: 
They’re safety devices to protect against excess current. 5) GFCI outlets are an additional 
safety device that can shut off one (or multiple) 120-volt outlets in the event of a short.

4

5

Bluetooth 
enables users to 

wirelessly monitor 
power conditions 

from a smart 
device. 

home. It’s a good idea to know where this panel is before you 
need to. It’s frequently, but not always, co-located with the 
12-volt fuse panel.

Other protective devices that may be present in the 120-volt 
system are GFCI outlets. � ese outlets trip when they detect 
anything approaching a short. Depending on how your RV is 
wired, one GFCI might be protecting a whole string of outlets. 
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Something’s Not Working

James Adinaro is a former aerospace engineer who 
discovered a love of RVing, and especially RV modding, 
when he and his wife, Stefany, bought their first RV more 
than a decade ago. Since that time, James has tackled 
hundreds of complex RV modifications, usually without a 
net. He’s chronicled his RV mod adventures—and misad-
ventures—on thefitrv.com. Check it out to learn more.

RV TECH FOR 
EVERYONE

120V12V

ARE OTHER 12V 
DEVICES WORKING?NO NOYES YESARE OTHER 120V 

DEVICES WORKING?

PROBLEM IS WITHIN 
ONE 12V CIRCUIT

PROBLEM IS WITHIN 
ONE 120V CIRCUIT

GENERAL 120V POWER 
DELIVERY PROBLEM

GENERAL 12V POWER 
DELIVERY PROBLEM

Check the RV’s circuit  
breaker panel. Reset any 

tripped breakers.
 

Check any and all GFCI out-
lets for a tripped condition.  
Reset any tripped outlets.

 
Is the RV equipped with a 

“Power Share” device? These 
shut off one circuit when 
another is active to avoid 

tripping breakers. If so, make 
sure other loads are off.

 
If the circuit in question 

is powered by an inverter, 
verify that inverter is on and 

working properly.
 

If none of these work, the 
problem is likely with the 
appliance itself. Consult a 
qualified RV technician for 

service.

T H I N G S  T O  T R Y

Is there a switch or cutoff in 
the circuit? Make sure those 

are all “on.”

Check the 12-volt fuse panel 
for a burned-out fuse.  

Replace with same size fuse.

If you own a multimeter and 
know how to use it, check for 
proper voltage at the power 

leads to your device. The 
voltage should be approx-
imately 12 volts or greater, 
depending on the battery’s 
state of charge. Make sure 

the power leads are securely 
connected.

If there is voltage present at 
the device and it still does 

not work, then the problem is 
within the device itself. Have 

it repaired or replaced as 
necessary.

T H I N G S  T O  T R Y

Make sure the RV’s main 
breaker is on.

 
Shorepower: Check that the 
cord is attached securely at 

both ends. Make sure that the 
breakers on the campground 
pedestal are on. If there’s a 
surge protector, verify that 
it isn’t tripped or indicating 

a fault. 
 

Generator: Verify that the 
generator cord is plugged in 

securely, or that the automatic 
transfer switch is working.  
Make sure that there are 

no tripped breakers on the 
generator. Verify that the 

loads are not more than the 
generator can handle.

 
Inverter: Verify that the  
inverter is on, and not  

showing a fault.

T H I N G S  T O  T R Y

Are there any large cut-off 
switches in place by the 

battery, or a coach battery 
disconnect switch? Make sure 

those are all “on.”

Does the battery have ade-
quate charge? If not, charge 
it, or replace it if it will not 

hold a charge.

Are the connections at the 
battery tight and free of 

corrosion? Clean and tighten 
as necessary.

If there are fuses or circuit 
breakers between the battery 
and 12-volt load center, verify 
that they have not blown or 

tripped.

If there’s still no power, it’s 
time to consult a qualified RV 

technician.

T H I N G S  T O  T R Y

This flow chart can help guide you through the first steps 
of diagnosing an electrical issue while you’re on the road.

12-VOLT OR 120-VOLT?

So if you have an outlet that isn’t working, and the breakers are 
all fine, check the GFCI outlets and see if they need to be reset.

Devices that Bridge the Gap
The two electrical systems in your RV are connected by de-
vices that can transform power from one system to the other. 
Depending on your RV’s configuration, it should have at least 
one of the following devices installed.

Converter: This is probably the most common. The con-
verter takes 120-volt AC power and converts it to 12-volt DC 
power, which will power the 12-volt system and charge the RV’s 
battery. When you’re either plugged into shorepower or running 
a generator, the converter is what’s charging the battery.

Inverter: An inverter is the opposite of a converter. An 
inverter will take 12-volt power from the battery and produce 
power for your RV’s 120-volt system. Inverters come in 
numerous types and sizes. A large inverter, properly installed, 
could be capable of powering your entire RV, assuming there 
is sufficient battery capacity. 

Putting It All Together
So now you know that there are two separate electrical systems. 
You know what runs on each. You know what powers each system. 
And you know that both are divided into circuits protected by 
either a fuse or a breaker. How does that help you figure out an 
electrical issue while you’re on the road? 

The chart below walks you through some basic troubleshoot-
ing steps for an electrical issue. It doesn’t cover every possible 
scenario, nor does it cover more complex electrical systems. But 
it should be enough to either guide you to a quick solution, or 
inform you that you’re going to need to seek backup. 
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Bubble Up
Inspired by the timeless 
Edison-style bulb, the ITC 
Tom.E Collection handmade 
glass globe adds style to a 
classic shape, with a black 
post and ceiling cap to go 
with the textured glass 
with, naturally, an amber- 
colored LED Edison bulb.  

Focal Point
Go for modern farm-
house stying with the ITC 
Industrial Light Collection 
Pendant Lamp. Drawing 
a scant 4.9 watts, the 
diffused LED light with ex-
posed hardware is perfect 
for fi fth-wheels or other 
high-ceiling applications.

RV MAKEOVER

INTERIOR 
MOTIVES
by K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E R

RV manufacturers are always on the cutting edge of 
design, and that includes the interior. � eater seating, plush 
furniture, high-rise faucets, and upgraded lighting � xtures are 
the norm. But if you already own an RV, or are in the market 
for a previously owned model, you may be hesitant to lay your 
money down on outdated products or an RV with decor that’s 
straight out of the 1980s. 

Enter Camping World’s new Design, DIY and Renovation 
Centers. Not only do they o� er the latest trends and tried-and-
true products, but they o� er the opportunity to meet with a spe-
cialist who can discuss exactly what you’re looking for to make 
sure you get everything needed to achieve the look you so desire.

So, as more Design, DIY and Renovation Centers make their 
way into a Camping World near you, it’s a great time check out 
some of the most exciting products to bring your RV up to date.

Looking to spruce up your RV’s living 
space? Check out these great products 
for a modern mobile makeover.

The Design 
Centers allow you 
to see the products 

in a real-word setting 
and not in plain-

wrapped packages 
on retail shelves.
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Euro Step-Up
Designed for easy integration into your RV’s living 
room or seating area, the kathy ireland Euro Re-
cliner offers premium comfort with a contoured 
and inclining backrest, pop-out footrest, swivel 
motion, and padded headrest and armrest. With 
an overall width of just 32 inches and a reclined 
length of 64 inches, you can move it around the 
RV until you fi nd that perfect spot. 

All-in-One Seating
Is it a swivel seat, a glider, or a recliner? How 
about all of the above. The kathy ireland Swivel 
Glider Recliner features thick, comfortable pad-
ding for the ideal spot to take a load off. The du-
rable fabric is easily cleaned with soap and water. 
The chair measures 28.7 inches wide by 38.5 deep 
by 39.75 inches tall, and you only need 9 inches of 
clearance for a full 64 inches of napping space.

Sleep in a Jiffy
Available in three widths (up to 72 inches) and 
two colors, the kathy ireland Jiffy Jackknife Sofa 
is sure to keep your guests happy with its sturdy 
frame and thick, plush padding, and your over-
night guests may be tempted to overstay their 
welcomes after a refreshing night’s sleep. The 
contemporary styling includes a front kickboard. 
Some installations may require additional hard-
ware (leg kit and rail kit sold separately).

Staff Pick
Yes, RVing is about the great outdoors and getting in 
touch with nature, but sometimes you want a recliner 
that rivals the one in your stick home. With your 
choice of confi guration (love seat or theater seats), 
console size (5- or 10-inch), plush padding, and a 
supple feel, we’re willing to bet that this kathy ire-
land Dynamic Power Recliner Set has your at-home 
throne beat by a country mile. The set of wall-hug-
gers is built to last with quality construction and 
high-quality materials. Drink holders and the center 
console make the theater setup tough to beat; you’ll 
never lose the remotes again (well, we hope so!).

WHAT’S COOL
Power reclining requires only the 
push of a button, while white LEDs at 
the base offer a rich, ambient glow.

RELAX AND SET A SPELL

With one quick and easy 
motion, the kathy ireland 

Jiff y transforms from plush 
seating to a cozy sleeper!

With one quick and easy 
motion, the kathy ireland 

Jiff y transforms from plush 
seating to a cozy sleeper!seating to a cozy sleeper!
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  RIGS + GEAR | i need that!

Bronze is Beautiful
The Dura Faucet Classical RV 
Lavatory Faucet in rubbed bronze 
offers an aerated stream for little 
to no splashing. Dual handles and 
easy-turning design help prevent 
unwanted dripping. The faucet 
comes complete with a limited 
lifetime warranty.

Spa Day
Treat yourself with the BodySpa Adventure Shower 
Kit. The powerful Oxygenics setting intensifi es 
water pressure, while the SmartPause feature 
conserves water and maintains temperature. The 
72-inch hose and articulated handle offer added 
convenience. You really have to try one to experi-
ence just how good a shower can feel.  

Low Flow, High Rewards
With a 1.8-gallon-per-minute performance at 80 
psi water pressure (you’ll need to dial that back in 
your RV, but you get the idea), the Fury Handheld 
Shower offers maximum performance. If all that 
sounds too aggressive for bathing, worry not: 
You’re sure to enjoy a relaxing and effi cient shower 
experience—without running out of water.

ALL PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT CAMPINGWORLD.COM. 

WE ALL KNOW 
THAT THE MOST 

IMPORTANT 
ROOMS WHEN 

SELLING A HOUSE 
(OR AN RV) ARE 

THE KITCHEN 
AND BATHROOM. 

A FEW QUALITY  
PRODUCTS HERE 

AND THERE WILL 
OFFER MAXIMUM 

COMFORT, AND 
THE MOST BANG 
FOR YOUR BUCK. 

WHY MOVE WHEN 
YOU CAN HAVE IT 

ALL AT HOME?

Water Works

Haute High-Rise
Dura Faucet’s Classical Hi-Rise 
RV Kitchen Faucet will instantly 
upgrade your kitchen. Designed 
for two-hole installations, the 
Hi-Rise reduces splashing with an 
aerated stream, and the two han-
dles allow for quick temperature 
and waterfl ow adjustment.

Looks That Thrill
Boasting both form and function, 
Dura Faucet’s Designer Pull-Out RV 
Kitchen Faucet toggles between 
stream and spray at the push of a 
button. The brushed-nickel satin 
fi nish is timeless, and an optional 
deck plate increases installation 
options (for 1- or 3-hole tops).

Looks That ThrillBronze is Beautiful
The Dura Faucet Classical RV 

WE ALL KNOW 
THAT THE MOST 

IMPORTANT 
ROOMS WHEN 

SELLING A HOUSE 
(OR AN RV) ARE 

THE KITCHEN 
AND BATHROOM. 

A FEW QUALITY  
PRODUCTS HERE 

AND THERE WILL 
OFFER MAXIMUM 

COMFORT, AND 

Water Works

Replace the damaged or 
unsightly kitchen sink in 
your RV with a Genuine 

Stainless Steel Double Sink. 
It’s attractive, professional- 

grade, and easy to clean. 

Q U I C K 
F I X I N ’ S

Something so simple as 
new kitchenware is all it 

takes to bring your RV into 
the 21st century. Here are 

a few favorites from celeb-
rity chef Robert Irvine.

2-PIECE FRY-PAN SET

3-PIECE NON-SLIP 
CUTTING BOARD SET

8-PIECE COOKWARE SET
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Yoga and RVing
Behold the power of the asana while on the road.

B Y  S T E F A N Y  A D I N A R O  @ T H E F I T R VPH
OT

OS
: S

TE
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NY
 A

DI
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RO No, you don’t have to be able to 
touch your toes—yoga works 
for everyone. Find your inner 

yogi; it’s easier than you think!

HEALTH + FITNESS
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  LIFE ON THE ROAD | health + fitness

TT
I do have to admit, though, when 

I’m seeking a workout, yoga isn’t 
my default. I tend to gravitate more 
toward endorphin-boosting antics—
anything that works up a sweat 
and involves suffering. Sure, yoga 
works me physically, but since I find 
joy in the sustained torture of other 
exercise modalities, I don’t do yoga 
solely for the physical benefits. Yoga, 
for me, is something different, going 
beyond traditional cardiovascular or 
strength-building activities. It helps me 
stay young, move well, and it also has 
tremendous mental benefits—like its 
powerful calming effect. That’s why it is 
so complementary with traveling. The 

out-of-control and dynamic 
nature of life on the road 
requires a flexible, positive, 
and roll-with-it mindset. 
Yoga helps me with that.

While yoga is more than 
just physical poses (called 
asanas), that’s an excellent 
place to start. Yoga can be 

The more RV 
trips I take, 
the more I learn and 
grow. Not that I’m 
alone in that. Travel has 
a way of challenging 
us all and taking us 
outside our comfort 
zones. It’s helped me 
become more open-
minded and flexible in 
my thinking. 

Now reread that 
last paragraph and 
substitute “yoga” 
anywhere I mentioned 
travel or RV. Everything 
I just said there? The 
EXACT same thing 
could be said for yoga. 
Travel and yoga are 
similar in that way. 
Both are ways we can 
engage in self-explo-
ration—physically, 
mentally, and spiri-
tually. It’s why I love 
doing yoga on the 
road. The two things 
enhance each other.

done anywhere, making it jive perfectly 
with the RV lifestyle. Once you begin 
doing yoga asanas, you’ll immediately 
notice how it focuses your attention 
on your body’s abilities in the present 
moment. It makes you mindful about 
yourself, and over time, helps you develop 
an inner awareness. And remember how
I talked about my love of NOT fun high-
intensity exercise? Doing yoga exercise 
actually IS fun. The relaxing nature of 
performing yoga sets it apart from tradi-
tional exercise. It just feels good. 

F R E E ST Y L E  YO G A

Warrior 1
Straighten your back leg with your 

foot turned slightly outward. Lift your 
chest up.

Tree Pose
Stand on one foot and rest the other 
foot either above or below your knee. 

Keep your hips even. 

Yoga affects us on a biological level and 
offers powerful health benefits. Some of 

them include:


BETTER AT HANDLING STRESS
Yoga boosts GABA activity (a calming 

neurotransmitter), as well as the 
happiness hormones serotonin and 
dopamine. When life’s obstacles hit, 
you’ll have better control over your 

fight-or-flight response, so you’ll react 
with a calmer, cooler head.

REDUCED INFLAMMATION
Yoga is one of the most effective 

fitness modalities for reducing chronic 
inflammation, which is responsible 

for all sorts of health issues and 
premature aging.

RELIEF OF CHRONIC PAIN
Practicing yoga can help people with 

arthritis, fibromyalgia, migraines, 
lower back pain, and many other types 

of chronic pain conditions.

D
id you know

?

YOUR YOGA 
MAT IS YOUR 
INVIOLABLE 

SACRED 
SPACE. 
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Freightliner Chassis  Drivability Problems?

• Drastically reduce body roll at both low and high speeds

• Greatly reduce driver fatigue and increase comfort

• Eliminate nose dive under braking

• Excellent maneuverability at road speed, no more “tail wag”

• No more being pushed around by trucks or windy conditions

www.RV-CHASSIS.com

FOR MORE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

CONTACT US AT

458-207-9442

Tired of the driver fatigue and rock & roll on 

your Freightliner XC-based motorhome?

Try our REK-206 sway bar upgrade kit to smooth out the ride!

So, whether you already do yoga or 
not, don’t press pause on developing or 
maintaining your practice just because 
you’re on an RV trip. Yoga is easy to incor-
porate into your travels. Here are some 
suggestions to help you make it happen.

Pack a yoga mat
Now, look. You absolutely do NOT need 
a yoga mat to do yoga. But having a 
dedicated mat in the RV does a few 
things. First, knowing there’s a yoga 
mat packed in your RV will be a mental 
reminder—and motivator—for you to 
go workout. Second, stepping onto your 
yoga mat helps you shift gears. There’s 
Regular You and then there’s Yogi You. 
The mat becomes your special yoga 
space separating the two and helping 
you change your focus. And finally, 
there’s the obvious one. A yoga mat is 
a useful barrier when you’re practicing 
yoga outside, keeping you dry and 
clean, and softening rocky surfaces.

Find a class nearby 
No matter where your travels take you, 
chances are, there’s a yoga studio or 
a class at a park nearby you can join. 
You’ll get some exercise, and you’ll 
also get to make a connection with the 
local community—a great way to get 
to know an area you’re visiting. Finding 
yoga classes on the road isn’t difficult. 

F R E E ST Y L E  YO G A N E W  T O  Y O G A ?  H E R E  A R E  S O M E  P O P U L A R  M O V E S  T O  T R Y

Garland Pose 
Squat down with your elbows 

pushing your thighs. Open your chest, 
keeping your spine straight.

Seated Half Twist
Sit with one leg straight and the other leg crossed 

over it. Place opposite elbow on outside of bent 
knee. Keep your spine straight and look behind you.

Child’s Pose
Spread your knees wide. Let your 

belly rest between your thighs and 
rest your forehead on the ground. 

“The out-of-control and dynamic nature of life on  
the road requires a flexible, positive, and roll-with-it 
mindset. Yoga helps me with that.”
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Besides good old Google searches, I’ve had success asking 
locals I meet in the area we’re visiting, including RV park staff. 

Download yoga videos beforehand
You never know what sort of internet connection you’ll have 
on the road. Downloading yoga videos before the trip ensures 
you’ll always have access to instructor-led yoga sessions, 
wherever you are. I have downloaded yoga videos for free 
through my local library’s online portal. There are also loads 
of yoga websites that, for a small fee, allow downloads. One 
of my favorites is yogiapproved.com. For each video you watch, 

  LIFE ON THE ROAD | health + fitness

Long distances, harsh elements, and high fuel 
prices are just some of the challenges you and 
your truck face on the open road. Be ready with 
a range-maximizing in-bed auxiliary fuel tank 
system from Transfer Flow.

Transfer Flow auxiliary fuel tanks are made 
in the USA from American-made aluminized 
steel and use our TRAX 4™ operating system 
for worry-free fuel transfers. Fuel tanks are 
available in 37, 40, 50, 75, and 100-gallons.

Get more fuel, more freedom, and more peace 
of mind with a safe, legal, and reliable auxiliary 
fuel tank system installed on your diesel truck.

MORE FUEL.
MORE FREEDOM.

1-800-442-0056  I  TransferFlow.com

MORE FREEDOM.

New Mobile App
You’ll always know how 
much onboard fuel you 
have with our TRAX 4™ 
mobile app. Included with 
our auxiliary fuel tank 
systems.

®

this website will plant a tree! If you have YouTube Premium 
or Amazon Prime, you can easily download yoga videos from 
those services as well.  

Use yoga apps
There’s no easier way to develop your practice than with a yoga 
app. For a small monthly (or annual) fee, you’ll get access to 
hundreds of ready-made and downloadable classes. With most 
yoga apps, you can choose your difficulty level and the style of 
workout you’d like to do. There are loads of fantastic yoga apps 
to choose from. Three of my favorites are Yoga for Beginners 

($3 per month), Daily Yoga ($10 per 
month), and Down Dog ($10 per month). 
Yoga for Beginners is a great app when 
you’re just starting out, and the other 
two work for any level, from beginner to 
advanced. Each offers a free trial period, 
making it easy to try a variety of apps 
before you commit to purchasing. 

Wing it; go freestyle 
My previous suggestions involve 
instructor-led yoga experiences, 
but really, yoga doesn’t require an 
instructor, or a downloaded video, or 
a subscription-based app. You can 
freestyle it and do your own thing. 
You don’t even have to be advanced to 
freestyle. Beginners can learn a handful 
of go-to moves (like the ones in the 
sidebar) and start there. My own yoga 
practice is mostly built around freestyl-
ing. It’s hard to describe the pleasure 
of unrolling a yoga mat in a beautiful 
outdoor setting somewhere we’re 
camping and winging a yoga workout, 
doing asanas based on my mood in the 
moment. Having to watch a video or 
app takes some of my focus away from 
my surroundings. I prefer to save the 
apps and videos for when I’m practicing 
yoga inside the RV.

As you look over this list of five sug-
gestions, hopefully you can find an 
idea or two to try. It really is a lot of 
fun practicing yoga in new places, so I 
hope you’ll consider giving it a go! The 
beauty of yoga is how easily it can be 
done anywhere, anytime. You’ve got 
the power in you to reach your traveling 
yogi goals. But it’s up to you to make it 
happen. Once you do—and you begin 
noticing the changes both mentally and 
physically—you’ll wonder what took 
you so long. Namaste! TR
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blueox.com 800-228-9289

Adjustable Ball Mounts
Adjustable in height for level towing with a pre-installed 2" ball.   

Use in rise or drop position. Will not drag on the ground like dual ball mounts. 

BXH10141 4" Drop/Rise
2" Receiver, 10K

BXH10171 7" Drop/Rise
2" Receiver, 10K

BXH12241 4" Drop/Rise
2-1/2" Receiver, 12K

BXH12271 7" Drop/Rise
2-1/2" Receiver, 12K

Included clamshell converts 2" ball to 2-5/16"

BLUE OX, CIRCLE 106 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Welcome Home!
The importance of introducing your dog to your RV.
BY RACH A E L J O H N S O N @2TRAVELING DOGS

  LIFE ON THE ROAD

RV Steps
The first thing your dog will need 
to master is climbing up the RV 
steps. Depending on the type of 
RV, the steps will be different 
heights and the surfaces will 
have different tractions. Our 
motorhome steps were much 
easier for Brickle and Digby to 
climb. When we changed to a 
fifth-wheel, the steps were 

steeper, and Brickle and Digby 
were older. We used a ramp for 
their safety, but we recently 
also just added carpet traction 
to the steps of our fifth-wheel. 
Each dog will have a different 
preference. The key to success is 
making your dog feel comfortable 
and confident with entering and 
exiting their home on wheels. 
Treats help, too.

When we decided to try the RV lifestyle for a year with our 
dogs Brickle and Digby in 2016, I never would have imagined that 
we would still be on the road full time this many years later. But all 
our travels would not have been possible had Brickle and Digby not 
been comfortable in our RV. After all, our motorhome at that time 
was their home, too. Just like first impressions matter when we meet 
others, introducing your dog to your RV that first day is extremely 
important for long-term success.

I still remember how nervous I was to show Brickle and Digby their 
new RV. I was concerned if they would feel at home and if they would 
have enough room inside. So, I made sure before I brought them inside 
that the RV was set up with their own beds, their own spaces, and 
some of their favorite toys. But before they went inside, they had to 
make their first trip up the RV steps. This important factor of an RV 
introduction is one of the most important. 

PETS

SafetySafety
First

Do not go a single mile 
without ensuring your 
dog’s safety. A secure collar, 
harness, leash, and up-to-
date tags and microchip 
information can each mean 
the diff erence between life 
and death. Make sure all 
the members of your family 
know to not open the RV 

door before your dog’s leash 
is on. At rest areas, watch 
for traffi  c before bringing 
your dog outside, and al-
ways make sure you go out 
of the door fi rst. Some dog 
parents like to bring a baby 
gate or dog gate for added 
door security. Your dog 
must be comfortable in your 

RV, but safety precautions 
such as dog seat belts and 
dog temperature monitors 
should be the priority.

Many campgrounds and 
parks require you to show 
your dog’s vaccination 
records. We always keep 
copies of them in our RV 
and in our vehicle. 

“All of our travels 
would not have been 
possible had Brickle 
and Digby not been 
comfortable in our RV.”
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Layout
Just like a house 
without wheels has 
dedicated rooms or 
spaces for different 
activities, so should 
your RV. When you eat, sleep, or relax, a 
comfortable space is key, and your dog 
will know what is expected of her. We 
like to eat dinner after the dogs have had 
theirs outside. They can be as messy 
as they want to outside. Eating inside 
means it is the persons’ activity. They 
know to settle down with a toy or take 
a nap. If you love to have your dog in 
your bed, wonderful! But for those who 
do not, it is fine to have dog-free zones 
in the RV. However, make those zones 
known to your dog on day one.

Trial Run
If possible, before embarking on your 
first RV road trip, do a trial sleepover 
inside the RV in a familiar location. Have 
your dog learn where to find the water 
bowl, where he should sleep, and where 
his toys are. Stick to your set schedule 
of potty breaks, mealtimes, and walk 
times during this trial run. Make sure the 
RV is stocked with the essentials. And 
be prepared that you may need a few 
more nights of trial runs for your dog to 
get comfortable before hitting the road. 
Schedule your first overnight destina-
tion trip in the RV to a location near your 
home. This will allow for more breaks and 

leave you more relaxed to be flexible and 
patient with your dog. 

RV Road Trip Preparations
The RV introduction is just part of the 
fun of camping. Each campsite will be 
different with different stimuli and 
situations. When your dog knows that 
wherever you are is home, she will be 
more relaxed. When we arrive at each 
campsite, we have the same dog beds, 
water bowls, rugs, and toys we put out 
before they get out of the truck or RV. 

Travel Days
Not all dogs will embrace the idea 
that their home moves. This is a new 
experience for your dog. Brickle had 
anxiety with his moving house on wheels 
during travel days, but Digby found his 
spot and fell fast asleep. Changing our RV 
to a fifth-wheel meant that Brickle could 
travel in the luxury of his truck, and that 
his home remained separate. Again, each 
dog will have a preference, and it is up to 
you to be ready to adjust. 

Think about what makes you feel 
comfortable when you are at home. 
When we recently adopted another 
rescue dog, Fruitycake (pictured, left), 
we knew that there would be a transition 
period. Brickle and Digby had been 

Always make sure your pet 
is secure while the RV is 

in motion. Pet tethers and 
harnesses are available 

online, in pet stores, and 
even Camping World.

Getting your pets 
accustomed to using the 

RV steps is a big, well, 
step toward acclimating 
them to the RV lifestyle. 
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together on the road for many years. 
When Digby passed away in December 
last year, Brickle lost a bit of his security. 
Bringing a new dog into the RV had to be 
a good thing for Brickle most of all. So we 
made sure that each dog had a dedicated 
sleeping space and area to rest. We kept 
Brickle’s morning, mealtimes, and sleeping 
routines the same as we always have 
wherever we travel to. Fruitycake quickly 
learned that Brickle needed his space and 
gave it to him. He looked to Brickle for 
guidance on almost every aspect of our 
travel life. He learned from Brickle faster 
than we could have ever taught him. 

The key to success is to gain 
confidence and to embrace the 
unexpected knowing that we will make 
it work. Having our dogs with us is an 
added responsibility. I am not saying it is 
easier to travel with dogs, but I am saying 
it is worth every minute of every day. 
Losing Digby made the RV feel so empty. 
We knew that we wanted to continue the 
work he did for rescue animals. We knew 
that we wanted to give another dog the 
opportunity to have the best life ever. 
And in turn, seeing Fruitycake experience 
RV life for the first time has given us a 
newfound appreciation of this lifestyle. 

Still Not Certain?
If all this seems overwhelming, consider 
renting an RV first. Not only will you 
find out what aspects of your RV are 
important to you, but you will see 
which kind of RV your dog prefers. Try a 
motorhome one weekend, and a travel 
trailer the next. When you are ready 
to buy, remember that Camping World 
allows leashed dogs to tour potential RVs 
with you. Make your dog a part of the RV 
experience, not an afterthought.

With a little forethought and flex-
ibility, introducing your dog to your RV 
will lay the foundation for many years 
of traveling memories to come. You will 
never regret spending more time with 
your dog. We miss Digby more than 
words could ever express. But seeing 
pictures of the places we traveled 
inspires us to keep traveling in our RV 
with Brickle and Fruitycake. Introduc-
ing your RV to your dog introduces the 
possibility of never-ending memories 
and adventures. 
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Fastway e2 - Faster, Easier ™

fastwaytrailer.com  •  877-523-9103

800-944-7496
for a FREE catalog

                                                        Dept. RM052B
19 N Columbia St., Ste 1

Port Jefferson, NY 11777

The 4-in-1 Catamaran KayakThe 4-in-1 Catamaran Kayak
NEW Sea EagleNEW Sea Eagle®® PaddleSki PaddleSki™™ 437ps 437ps

The in� atable Sea Eagle PaddleSki 473rl is the versatile catamaran kayak you can use all year long! 
Stay high and dry as you paddle, motor, sail or � sh. Catamaran style allows the center cockpit � oor to ride above 

the waterline. The drop-stitch � oor in� ates to a rigid 10 psi making the 473rl sleeker, faster and more stable. 
Takes up to a 6 hp gas motor and reach speeds of 16 mph with just a 5 hp motor. In� ates in just 10 minutes!

Fits In Small SpacesFits In Small Spaces
with a 5 hp Motor!with a 5 hp Motor!

14’4” x 48” In� ated
36” x 21” x 12” De� ated

67 lbs. Hull Weight
93 lbs. with 2 Seats

2 Person/855 lbs. Weight Capacity

PADDLE • MOTOR PADDLE • MOTOR 
SAIL • FISHSAIL • FISH
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To see our latest o�er
or to learn more visit:

CampingWorld.com/DISH

TV that travels with you!TV that travels with you!TV that travels with you!TV that travels with you!TV that travels with you!TV that travels with you!

Get all your live sports, news, and weather with no Wi-Fi needed
- and you don’t need DISH at home to get DISH Outdoors

Pay As You Go
Live TV
Just pay for the months you use.
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Got plans to head to South Dakota this summer? If not, put the Mount 
Rushmore State on your bucket list! The town of Custer is central to 
many cool places and attractions in South Dakota, where rolling prairies 
give way to the deep blue lakes, rugged rock formations, and gulches 
of the Black Hills. In nearby Hot Springs, the annual Fall River Hot Air 
Balloon Festival takes place August 26–28 this year.  
Photo by Sean Varney

Share your photo with us: info-rvmagazine@rv.com

The Sky’s the Limit
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You can have it all: premium amenities, a space-adding slideout

and the easy maneuverability of the fuel-efficient Sprinter chassis. 

The Winnebago View® (and its twin, the Navion®) strikes the perfect 

balance: a motorhome you’ll love on the road and in camp.
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Y O U  W A N T ?

©2022 Winnebago

S E E O UR C OMP L E T E L I NE UP 
SCAN THIS QR CODE OR
V ISI T W INNEBAGO.COM

WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES, CIRCLE 135 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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