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QUALITY 
IS STANDARD EQUIPMENT

What most other manufacturers consider optional 
equipment, we call standard, including quality.

For 2022, the design team at Lance knocked it out of the park with three all new decors and have made 
over twenty previously optional features now standard. So along with 57 years of delivering some of the best 

built travel trailers and truck campers on the road, deciding what features you want on your new Lance 
has never been easier! Kinda like having your RV cake and eating it too!
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Readers’ Choice

G O L D W I N N E R

Superior Quality Top Floor Plan Industry Leading Innovation Cutting Edge DesignReaders’ Favorite

Visit LanceCamper.com for complete product details and the location of your nearest Lance dealer.

FEATURES VARY BY MODEL.MODEL 1995

20+ NEW STANDARD FEATURES!
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LANCE CAMPERS, CIRCLE 116 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Thrill + Chill
A toy hauler allows you to bring your ATVs 
while RVing. And, with all the comforts of 
home at the campsite, you can recharge with 
your favorite drink between rides. See page 26.
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ON THE COVER: The Tides RV Resort in Palmetto features nearly 400 full-hookup sites and is conveniently located near several Florida attractions.  
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17 AMERICA’S HISTORIC TRIANGLE
Travel back in time to three Virginia sites 
that preserve important pieces of our 
nation’s past.

22 RV ROAD TRIP: 
  NORTHWESTERN MICHIGAN

From miles of beaches to bike trails to golf
courses to wineries and orchards, this region 
at the top of “The Mitten” has it all for RVers.

26 THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS
Toy haulers offer the freedom to bring 
along your gear in style while enjoying the 
fruits of the outdoors.

30 FOREVER HEROES
Full-time RVers who defended our country’s 
freedom in the Armed Forces find comfort 
and camaraderie in the lifestyle.
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Foodie
 12 LOCAL FLAVORS

Celebrate our nation’s independence 
with a patriotic trip to Philadelphia 
and top it off with an ooey-gooey
delicious Philly cheesesteak.

7 MESSAGE FROM MARCUS
Freedom to Explore

8 THE BUZZ
Here’s what our readers are saying.
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Ensure the comfort of everybody 
at the RV park—both human and 
canine—by practicing pet-owner 

etiquette. See page 52.

DEPARTMENTS Life on the Road
52 CANINE CAMPGROUND MANNERS

Being a responsible pet owner makes 
life easier for you, your dogs, and 
especially your RVing neighbors.

54 FORMING HEALTHY HABITS 
  ON THE ROAD

Our habits make us who we are: 
Follow these tips to remain the best 
version of you while RVing.

58 SNAPSHOTS
So, where to next?

14 MIX IT UP!
Show your true colors by cooling off 
with these scrumptious summertime 
smoothies.

In the Know
32 THE TIDES RV RESORT

Right smack-dab in the middle of 
several Florida hot spots, this RV 
resort offers lakeside luxury and easy 
access to the fun zone.

34 SEIZING THE DAY
Meet 83-year-old Robbie Britvich, an 
adventurous longtime RVer with an 
infectious spirit and a genuine zest 
for life.

Rigs + Gear
37 PUSH IT! 

The Entegra Reatta 39BH packs 
all the luxury and features of a 
diesel-pusher in a less-than-40-
foot-long footprint.

39 TECH Q&A
You’ve got questions, and our RV 
expert has answers.

47 SIMPLE SANITATION SOLUTIONS
C’mon, everybody does it. Here’s how 
your RV’s wastewater system takes 
care of business after you do yours.
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PROGRESSIVE INSURANCE COMPANY, CIRCLE 124 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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WWe all know that owning or renting an RV is 
your key to freedom on the road. You’re free 
to bring along your own food, bedding, and 
personal items; you’re free to travel with your 
family and loved ones to unknown points and 
beyond; and, perhaps best of all, you’re free to 
pull up stakes and continue your adventures 
should you so choose. That’s the beauty of the 
lifestyle we all love.

So, it’s only fitting—in 
this, the most red, white, and 
blue month of the year— that 
we celebrate that freedom and 
all it means to us.

We’re free to discover 
the rich history of our won
derful nation. A visit to the 
famed Historic Triangle in 
Virginia reminds us of the 
struggles—and successes— 
experienced by our fore
fathers while making the US 
what it is today. Turn to page 17 for more.

We’re free to extend our exploits away from the campsite, 
perhaps astride an ATV or motorcycle, or behind the wheel 
of a sidebyside. And we can do that because there is a wide 
variety of toyhauling RVs with garages for our adventure 
gear on the market today. Check out “The Best of Both 
Worlds,” beginning on page 26, to find one that suits you.

Marcus Lemonis
Publisher
@marcuslemonis

WELCOME

FREEDOM 
TO EXPLORE

So, it’s only
fitting—in this,
the most red,
white, and blue
month of the
year—that
we celebrate
freedom.

Finally, we’re free to continue our pursuits of happiness 
well beyond what some may consider the primes of our 
lives. In fact, RVers like 83yearold Robbie Britvich, with 
her quick wit and zest for life, prove that age really is just a 
number, and not an excuse to sell the rig and hit the couch. 
You can meet Robbie in “Seizing the Day” on page 34.

This July, let’s offer our heartfelt thankyous to our 
brothers and sisters who have so proudly served in the 
Armed Forces and who have put their lives on the line 
for our freedom. We celebrate them this month in “Forever  
Heroes,” beginning on page 30. And let’s also make 
certain that the celebration never ends—they are the real 
reason we are able to enjoy all this freedom. 
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THE BUZZ

What are the best games 
to bring along for a road 
trip with kids?  

@SarahCorwin19
Coloring books where 
you fill in the pictures 
with stickers. The 
7–11-year-olds loved 
them!!

@Arjones0819
My kids like I Spy for 
the car.

@HatfieldMuller
Uno, Yahtzee, corn hole, 
yard darts.

@donmullins
Left-Right-Center. Even 
the pre-K kiddos learn 
to sight read “Left” and 
“Right” quickly. Bonus is 
they learn their left and 
right, and it fits in your 
pocket.

CONNECT WITH US
info-rvmagazine@rv.com

 RVdotCom
 RV.com
 RV_com

FROM TWITTER

THREE FOR THE ROAD 
Alice indicated that she has 
trouble connecting the sewer 
hose to her Class C. I’d start 
by recommending the Camco 
Rhino Sewer Fitting Wrench 
(campingworld.com). It comes 
in a pack of two, and is ideal 
for helping connect two hose 
lengths together to make a 
single, longer hose. One wrench 
should provide enough leverage 
to attach and detach a hose 
from the bayonet � tting on the 
sewer hookup.

Secondly, spraying a bit of 
silicone spray on the seal of the 
hose � tting could also make 
turning the � tting and getting 
it snug a lot easier and may 
prevent premature wear and 
tear on the sewer-hose seal.

Another option would be to 
convert the bayonet � tting to the 
cam-lock connector that is used 
on the Lippert Sewer Solution 
sewer-hose system (lci1.com). 
� is usually requires shaving o�  
the pins from the bayonet � tting 
and gluing on the cam-lock 
connector for the Lippert sewer 
hose. � is means you must 
use the Lippert cam-lock hose 
forever, although Lippert does 
make a cam-lock-to-bayonet 
adapter in case you � nd your-
self having to use a convention-
al sewer hose. � e cam lock is 

easy to use and very positive; 
you just push in the hose and 
pull the cam-lock levers.
Jerome Parmentier
Yakima, Washington

AH, YOUTH
I’m writing in response to the 
80-year-old woman who could 
not hook up her RV’s sewer 
hose. I’m 82 years old and 
my daughter is 64. We have 
been RVing for 32 years. We 
also can’t hookup or unhook 
the sewer hose. I went to the 
auto-parts department in 
Walmart and bought a tool 
intended to help remove an oil 
� lter on a car. It is just the right 
size to � t the sewer-hose con-
nection. We’ve been using one 
for years. I’m afraid that doesn’t 
help with the inconvenient lo-
cation of the sewer connection. 
� at’s why I assigned that job to 
my daughter. 
Barbara Wilson
North Zulch, Texas

KEEP IT SIMPLE
I am in the same situation as 
Alice Ferrell. I use a � at-head 
screwdriver and a rubber 
mallet to tighten and loosen 
the � tting. A few good [careful] 
whacks will get the job done. 
Judy Chisholm
� omson, Georgia

LIGHT SLEEPERS
We’ve been campers all our 
lives. I’ve had tents, tent 
trailers, cabovers, an 18-foot 
trailer, and four � � h-wheels. 
We’ve slept by rivers on rocks, 

ONE WILD RIDE
Loved the March article on the Texas Hill Country, especially 
since I just came back from that area. I just want to add a Must-
Do destination: Natural Bridge Wildlife Ranch in San Antonio 
is a 400-acre African Safari Drive-� ru with more than 100 
(hooved) animals from all over the world, from antelope to 
zebras. What an exhilarating and educational experience! You 
drive through the ranch on paved roads in your car [no pets 
nor trailers allowed] and the animals come up to your car. You 
can hand-feed them alfalfa pellets from the window. � e ostrich 
even stuck his head inside our car window and ate pellets from 
our hands. wildliferanchtexas.com
Marge Rush, Gainesville, Florida

And, wow, did our 
readers ever come 
through! We thank 
each and every one of 
you for your advice. 
We wish we had the 
space to publish all the 
smart tips, but here’s 
just a sample of what 
you said:

And, wow, did our 
readers ever come 

“WHAT TIPS DO YOU HAVE 
FOR MAKING THE SEWER- 

HOSE CONNECTION 
PROCESS EASIER? ARE 
THERE ANY PRODUCTS 

YOU USE TO HELP?”

In the May issue, we asked:
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Uno, Yahtzee, corn hole, 

Left-Right-Center. Even 
the pre-K kiddos learn 
to sight read “Left” and 
“Right” quickly. Bonus is 
they learn their left and 
right, and it fits in your 

CONNECT WITH US
info-rvmagazine@rv.com

make a cam-lock-to-bayonet 
adapter in case you � nd your-
self having to use a convention-
al sewer hose. � e cam lock is 

space to publish all the 
smart tips, but here’s 
just a sample of what 
you said:

CHANGING CHANNELS
I’m an old lady and also don’t have the strength to remove the 
sewer cap. I use a huge pair of Channellock pliers. I think they’re 
at least a 6-inch jaw. Since the sewer cap is plastic, I make sure 
the Channellock is in the correct place [width] and am careful not 
to exert too much pressure while twisting off  the cap (I don’t want 
to round out the cap). Once you get the cap off , apply a little grease 
or WD-40. It will help for a few times, but then you may need the 
Channellocks again. - Margaret Rush, via email
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Long distances, harsh elements, and high fuel 
prices are just some of the challenges you and 
your truck face on the open road. Be ready with 
a range-maximizing in-bed auxiliary fuel tank 
system from Transfer Flow.

Transfer Flow auxiliary fuel tanks are made 
in the USA from American-made aluminized 
steel and use our TRAX 4™ operating system 
for worry-free fuel transfers. Fuel tanks are 
available in 37, 40, 50, 75, and 100-gallons.

Get more fuel, more freedom, and more peace 
of mind with a safe, legal, and reliable auxiliary 
fuel tank system installed on your diesel truck.

MORE FUEL.
MORE FREEDOM.

1-800-442-0056  I  TransferFlow.com

MORE FREEDOM.

New Mobile App
You’ll always know how 
much onboard fuel you 
have with our TRAX 4™ 
mobile app. Included with 
our auxiliary fuel tank 
systems.

®

THE BUZZ

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

Has a company or manufacturer 
gone above and beyond to offer 
you fantastic customer service? 
We’d love to hear about it at  
info-rvmagazine@rv.com.

on the ground under big trees, and in 
beds of many types and sizes. We’ve 
also had oodles of people stay with us, 
both in the fifth-wheel and in an 8-foot 
cabover. Hide-a-beds? Tried air, jack-
knife, and trifold. We’ve had problems 
with all and have found that the only 
bed comfortable is the master bed. A 
huge help [with comfort] are Lightspeed 
self-inflating or pump-inflate sleep 
pads with a canvas outer and PVC-free 
materials. They can be used alone on 

the floor, but I put them on top of any 
type of sofa bed. I have two singles and 
one double/queen under the regular bed 
with all the normal bedding on top. No 
more complaints from anybody in our 
group. lightspeedoutdoors.com
Joyce Radelich, via email

WHITE-GLOVE TREATMENT
After many attempts at getting into a 
campsite with the correct clearance for 
the slideout, we have come up with a very 

simple solution. We measured from the 
tire on the travel trailer to the edge of the 
extended slideout. Using that measure-
ment, we know how close we can get the 
trailer to the hookups. I get out before my 
husband pulls in or backs in and measure 
the 48-inch clearance that we need and lay 
down several old gloves on the ground at 
the 48-inch mark. He then has a visual for 
pulling in or backing by just driving over 
the gloves. He is in without any fuss or 
moving back and forth several times.
Chet and Nora Nowak, via email

FAMILY RADIO SERVICE
My wife and I use Family Radio Service 
(FRS) radios (private, two-way walkie- 
talkies) when backing up the RV. That 
way she doesn’t always need to be in view 
of my side mirror. Her having the ability 
to move around to look for tree limbs or 
other hazards while I’m concentrating on 
backing up the RV is a plus.

A real bonus is that the radios can be 
used at campgrounds where there isn’t 
cellular service and for our kids riding the 
bikes around the campground.

My other tip: We use the words “driver” 
and “passenger,” as compared to “left” and 
“right” so there isn’t any confusion.  A 
typical command would be “Just a little 
more driver,” which means move the RV’s 
rear end to my (the driver’s) left. 
Lee Bely, Watertown, Wisconsin

MINDER MATTERS
I would like to give a big thumbs-up to 
the folks at TireMinder. I lost my RV’s 
tire transmitter and wanted to replace it. 
I looked on Amazon and all were several 
hundred dollars, plus none looked like 
the one I had. I contacted TireMinder and 
they said, “No problem!” and sent me a 
replacement unit at no charge. REALLY? 
This company should be everybody’s go-
to for protection of their RV tires. They 
send free batteries every year as well. This 
is a great company and I just had to say 
something about them. I wish there were 
more like them. tireminder.com
Edward C. Griffin Jr., via email 
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RVIBRAKE BY DANKO MANUFACTURING, CIRCLE 110 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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CELEBRATE AMERICA IN PHILLY
by T E R R I  P E T E R S O N  S M I T H

Yo! Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, one of 
America’s most historic 
cities and this country’s 
first World Heritage 
City, offers travelers a 
big list of new things to 
experience, too. In the late 
1600s Philly’s founder 
William Penn designed a 
“Greene countrie towne.” 
His vision continues today 
with the city’s new parks, 
piers, and play spaces. 

Park your large RV on 
the outskirts of the city 
and tour Philly on foot, 
bike, bus, or SEPTA mass 
transit. Penn’s grid design 
makes it easy to navigate 
and no matter where you 
go you’ll find old and new 
in an unbeatable combi-
nation of art, eats, history, 
and the great outdoors all 
in the heart of the city.

Don’t miss the 
Museum of the American 

Revolution, which has 
won acclaim for the 
way it presents the war 
from new points of view 
including those of slaves, 
Native Americans, and 
women. Wander and nosh 
at the historic Reading 
Terminal Market, the 
Italian Market on South 
9th, or visit one of the 
trendy eateries around 
Rittenhouse Square. 
visitphilly.com

LOCAL FLAVORS

  FOODIE
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The best cheesesteaks are found 
in Philly, but this recipe comes 
close no matter where you are. 
Ribeye steak is the gold standard 
for cheesesteaks and its marbling 
creates fabulous flavor. To save 
money, use half ribeye and half 
petite sirloin. Serves four.

On the Menu

1) Freeze the steak for at least half an 
hour, which makes it easier to cut it 
super thin. Add one tablespoon of oil to 
frying pan, add the thinly sliced meat 
and sprinkle with Lawry’s and pepper. 
Cook 4–6 minutes. 

2) In another skillet, cook onions in one 
tablespoon of oil until very soft.

3) With heat on low, add the onions 
to the meat and stir to combine. Add 
provolone and let it melt, stirring it into 
the meat. 

4) Lightly sauté peppers in a bit of oil 
until they are slightly soft.

5) To serve, pile cheesesteak mixture 
onto rolls. Add peppers and top with 
warm Cheese Whiz.

YOU’LL NEED


The best cheesesteaks are found 
in Philly, but this recipe comes 
close no matter where you are. 
Ribeye steak is the gold standard 
for cheesesteaks and its marbling 
creates fabulous flavor. To save 
money, use half ribeye and half 
petite sirloin. Serves four.

YOU’LL NEED

The best cheesesteaks are found 

Ribeye steak is the gold standard 
for cheesesteaks and its marbling 

MAKE IT


 1¹⁄₂–2 lbs steak 
 2 tsp Lawry’s 

Seasoned Salt
 1 tsp pepper
 2 tbsp oil
 1 medium 

onion, sliced
 6 slices provo-

lone cheese

 ¹⁄₂ cup Cheez 
Whiz, warmed

 Large brat buns 
or hoagie rolls, 
lightly toasted

 2 green, red, 
or yellow bell 
peppers, sliced 
(optional) 

WHY WE LIKE IT

Nearly 100-gallon freshwater tank | Hidden storage behind TV | Lifetime warranty on PVC roof

Alliance Avenue 32RLS
After a day exploring the City of Brotherly Love, there’s plenty of room to relax 
with your brothers and sisters in Alliance RV’s 35-foot, 3-inch-long triple-slide 
Avenue 32RLS. Opposing slides with flush floors open up the rear-living area 
with seating for nine, an island with sink and electricity, a 16-cubic-foot 12-volt 
fridge, and a 50-inch HDTV. Just a short flight up a few steps takes you into this 
fifth-wheel’s master bedroom with its queen walk-around bed (king optional), 
dresser, clothes closet, and option for washer and dryer. alliancerv.com

Philly celebrates 
the Fourth of July 
in style, with food, 
festivals, concerts, 
and, naturally, a 
dazzling display of 
fireworks.

Philly
Cheesesteak
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Toast to America’s birthday! These 
two red wines pair well with the 
meaty, cheesy flavors of Philly 
cheesesteak and will make your 
casual meal quite an elegant affair. 
Delicious, easy to drink, and a great 
value, Domaine Guy Mousset Côtes 
du Rhône Reserve 2020 from the 
Rhone Valley of France blends syrah 
and grenache grapes for a medium 
body and hints of red berries. $15. 

A more full-bodied wine, 
Harvester Cabernet Sauvignon 
Paso Estrella from Paso Robles, 
California, offers the flavors of dark 
fruit such as blackberries and plum 
and is a classic wine to serve with 
any red meat. $28. 

F I N E  P A I R I N G S

*Estimated APR, or Annual Percentage Rate, is the annual cost of the loan, which includes other charges and
fees. Actual rate, loan amount and term can vary depending on the lender, FICO score, credit history, lender 
assets/liquidity requirements, debit and payment to income ratios, collateral type, age of collateral, loan to
value, vehicle registration (LLC), loan type (Purchase versus Refinance), state of residency and other criteria.
RV Loan is for recreational pleasure use only; non-full timers. Rates are subject to loan program requirements 
and credit approval. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice based on market conditions and
borrower eligibility. Credit score can vary depending on the credit reporting agency. APR applied to the loan 
is the APR in effect on the date the application is received by the lender and is valid for 30 days upon credit 
approval. Above rates are for standard 2012 RV model year or newer. RV model years 2007 - 2011 are subject to a 
rate increase. Call for rates on diesel pushers model years 2002 - 2006. The maximum loan amount is calculated 
using wholesale trade in collateral value. Collateral value established using lender-approved industry valuation 
guide(s.). Other rates and loan terms are available. The following is an example of a recreational use refinance 
RV loan, your rate, term and processing fee may differ for your specific transaction. A $76,000 loan for 20 years 
with a fixed rate of 5.99% would have an estimated APR of 5.99% and 240 payments of $544.05. A refi processing 
fee of $385 cannot be included in the loan. Closing cost, official fees such as state tax, title and registration, FL 
doc stamp fee and/or UCC filing fees may apply. Some loan programs may not be available in all states. 
Good Sam Finance Center provided through Trident Funding LLC. © 2022 Good Sam Finance Center.
GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized 
use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GSF62094-0622

Now may be a great time to 
refinance your current RV 
loan to lower your monthly 
payments! You can also 
finance a 2002 model year or 
newer RV when you purchase 
from a dealer or a private 
party seller. 

Great rates 
wherever 
the road 
takes you.

Call 800.444.1476

GoodSamRVLoans.com

Don't Wait!
Apply by

July 31, 2022

APR is fixed for the life of the 
loan. Rates are accurate as of 
May 11, 2022. See our website for 
most current rates and terms, 
as well as financing for loan 
amounts below $75,000 and 
FICO scores as low as 600.

Pleasure use RV rates 

20 year fixed 
APR* as low as

Refinance Rates

$150K+ 5.74%

$100K+ 5.87%

$75K 5.99%
FICO Score 800+

Purchase Rates

$200K+ 5.74%

$100K 5.99%

$75K 6.12%
FICO Score 800+

R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  J U LY  2 0 2 2  13

RVM2207 - Local Flavors.indd   5/16/22   2:13 PM   - 13 -    (Cyan)RVM2207 - Local Flavors.indd   5/16/22   2:13 PM   - 13 -    (Cyan)RVM2207 - Local Flavors.indd   5/16/22   2:13 PM   - 13 -    (Magenta)RVM2207 - Local Flavors.indd   5/16/22   2:13 PM   - 13 -    (Magenta)RVM2207 - Local Flavors.indd   5/16/22   2:13 PM   - 13 -    (Yellow)RVM2207 - Local Flavors.indd   5/16/22   2:13 PM   - 13 -    (Yellow)RVM2207 - Local Flavors.indd   5/16/22   2:13 PM   - 13 -    (BlacK)RVM2207 - Local Flavors.indd   5/16/22   2:13 PM   - 13 -    (BlacK)



Sometimes I just open up the fridge and freezer, take a 
peek inside, and start pulling out what’s on hand to make 
a smoothie. We all have our favorite ingredients for these 

refreshing treats that can be sipped and slurped, and sometimes 
the best ones come together when you improvise. I generally 
start with a liquid base—water, fruit juice (which can be high in 
sugar), or a dairy or dairy-free drink—added to a blender, and 
then start tossing in frozen and/or fresh fruit, plain Greek yogurt, 
maybe a handful of spinach, chia seeds, almonds, and whatever 
tasty surprise may be lurking in the fridge. I once added in a bit 
of leftover cheesecake and although it tasted delightful, it likely 
tipped the scale to the “not-so-healthy” side. Really, the combi-
nations are endless, so have fun experimenting!

Fruit smoothies are especially 
delicious on hot summer days. 

It’s easy to whip together a 
thirst-quenching treat with 

fresh in-season fruits picked up 
at local farmers markets. Freeze 

the fruit fi rst to make your 
drink extra-creamy and cold.

ON TAP THIS MONTH

All you need is a blender, some of your 
favorite fruits and veggies, and a little 
creativity to make a tasty summer treat.

MIX IT UP!
by D O N Y A  C A R L S O N

THE st AFF FAVORITE!
Watermelon season is at its peak in the summer months. When 
camping waterside, we park a whole watermelon into the river 
or lake near the shore to keep it chilled. Just be sure to barricade 
it in so it doesn’t float away (yes, we have lost one)! 

• 1 cup frozen sliced strawberries • ½ cup watermelon 
• ½ banana • ½ cup strawberry kefir or yogurt • splash of water

CARIBBEAN
PASSION

You’ll feel like you’re vaca-
tioning in the tropics while 

sipping this colorful and 
sweet mango-and-peach-
based drink that’s rich in 

vitamins C and K. 

• ¾ cup tropical passion 
fruit juice

• ½ cup frozen mangoes 
• ½ cup frozen peaches
• ½ cup orange sherbet
• Couple of fresh or 

frozen strawberries

THE HEALTH NUT
Kiwi, a small fruit with big 

benefits, and pineapple 
add sweetness to spinach 

and kale, superstars in 
leafy green veggies.  

• ¾ cup frozen pineapple
• 1 kiwi, quartered
• Large handful fresh 

spinach 
• Handful fresh kale
• Fresh ginger
• ½ banana
• Splash of water

BERRY BLAST
Berries are packed with 
antioxidants and taste 

delish! Additionally, they’re 
a good source of fiber.

• 1½ cups frozen mixed 
blue berries, blackberries, 
and raspberries 

• ½ cup sliced strawberries
• ½ banana
• ½ cup plain Greek yogurt
• ½ cup orange juice
• ½ cup water
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RV Magazine and Good 
Sam co-workers are 
raising their beer 
glasses in memory of 
our cherished team 
member and friend, Erin 
Peters Valance, the Beer 
Goddess. 

A talented marketer, 
travel writer, and free- 

spirited beer afi cionado, 
Erin lost her 5-year 
battle with ovarian 
cancer surrounded by her 
husband, family, friends, 
and an abundance of 
love, on April 6th, 2022. 
She was only 47.

With a background 
in journalism and 
marketing, Erin shaped 
much of our digital 
outreach that connected 
our Good Sam members 
across North America. 
As a writer, her passion 
for travel was refl ected 
in her dynamic writing 
for social media and 
the Good Sam blog. She 
captured the essence of 
outdoor adventure and 
shared that with our 
outdoor community. 

For many, Erin 
was simply known 
as the Beer Goddess, 
an award-winning 
authority on the ever- 
exploding craft-beer 

scene across the world. 
Erin’s expertise in 
all things hops really 
sparked adventure 
and exploration in RV 
Magazine’s “On Tap 
This Month” and is 
shared on her website, 
thebeergoddess.com. 
Erin made her lasting 
mark on the beer 
world by founding 
International Stout 
Day, honoring dark, 
heavy-bodied beer 
popular in Great Britain 
and Ireland. She was 
invited by Guinness to 
visit its headquarters in 
Ireland to celebrate the 
event and was honored 
by the invitation. 

From our family here 
at RV Magazine and Good 
Sam, our love goes out 
to Erin’s husband, Mark, 
her mother, siblings, 
extended family and 
friends. 

Cheers, Erin! 

Remembering
Erin Peters

LOOSE BOLT
SLIDEOUT SOLUTIONSLIDEOUT SOLUTION

Stage 8 has what you need

Stage8.com/RVStage8.com/RV

Stage 8 has what you need
Proudly made in the USA!

Tour the REKON 4x4 today at  
www.pleasureway.com/golive

• Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 2500 4x4
• 400-Watt solar panel package
• 400Ah Eco-Ion lithium (LiFePO4) batteries
• Xantrax™ 2000-Watt Pure-sine wave inverter
• Truma AquaGo® comfort plus water heater
• Dual 10-inch touchscreen control panels

• Murphy bed system: 70” x 72” 
• Truma VarioHeat 11,500 BTU furnace
• 124 cu. �. garage storage area
• 40 gal. heated fresh water tank
• Four season coach
• Private wet bath / gear locker

KEY FEATURES
THE st AFF FAVORITE!

Honoring a friend, writer, 
editor, and digital media 
manager with a thirst for 
travel and adventure.
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Premium Motorhome Mount 
Tow Bars & Dinghy Tow Brakes

blueox.com 800-228-9289

• Patented non-binding latches quickly disconnect in any terrain

• O�set triple lugs for easy attachment to the baseplate

• No centering pin, easy to stow & store. Safety cables included

• Rubber boots protect from dirt & debris

• 3-year limited warranty

Apollo, Ascent, Avail Patriot 3
• Electric, self-contained, for safe & easy towing

• No tank to drain, no pumps or hoses to connect

• Controller monitors braking & allows manual input

• Works with hybrids

• 2-year limited warranty

BLUE OX, CIRCLE 106 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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T R A V E L / H I S T O R Y

HISTORIC 
TRIANGLER

B Y  L I S A  B A L L A R D

Remember the Back 
to the Future movies
in which Marty McFly (Michael 
J. Fox) drives into different 
moments in time in a DeLorean 
sports car? Now imagine you’re 
at the wheel of a time machine—
and it’s your RV!

Driving the 23-mile Colonial 
Parkway near the mouth of the 
Chesapeake Bay is like your own 
back-to-the-future journey. This 
scenic, historic route traverses 
Virginia’s Colonial National 
Historical Park, a 10,221-acre 
unit of the National Park Service 
(NPS) that’s bound to the west by 
Jamestown Island on the James 
River, site of the first permanent 
English settlement in North 
America, and to the east by 
Yorktown Battlefield, where the 
British Lord Charles Cornwallis sur-
rendered to George Washington, 
effectively ending the American 
War of Independence. In-between 
lies large tracts of fields and 
estuaries, as well as Williamsburg, 
Virginia’s first capitol.

Each of these historic sites 
preserves an important piece of 

our nation’s past in ways that 
totally immerse you. Collectively, 
Jamestown, Williamsburg, and 
Yorktown are known as America’s 
Historic Triangle. When you visit 
this area of Virginia, you pass 
through three different time 
warps that transport you back to 
the early 1600s, the mid-1700s, 
and the late 1700s, respectively.

Jamestown
In 1607, three sailboats, Susan 
Constant, Godspeed, and Discovery, 
left England with 105 Englishmen 
aboard, heading to the New 
World. Imagine four months on a 
creaky, wooden boat only 68–116 
feet long!

These brave sailors, soldiers, 
and craftsmen, led by Captain 
John Smith, landed on what’s 
now Jamestown Island, where 
they built a small triangular fort 
to defend themselves against 
the local Powhatan Indians. Most 
didn’t survive the first year. A year 
later, reinforcements and supplies 
arrived, only to succumb in a siege 

STEPPING BACK IN 
TIME AT JAMESTOWN, 
WILLIAMSBURG, AND 

YORKTOWN, VIRGINIA.
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Along the shores of the James River are replicas of the ships that brought English colonists to
Virginia. Sailors knit socks, repair sails, stow ropes, and swab the decks while answering questions.
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H I S T O R Y

by the Powhatans. Then one 
of the colonists, John Rolfe, 
discovered a strain of tobacco 
that thrived in Virginia’s soil, 
giving the colonists a cash 
crop. What’s more, Rolfe 
fell in love with Pocahontas, 
daughter of the Powhatan 
chief. They married and peace 
came to the colonists, at least 
for a few years.

Today, there are actually 
two parts to Jamestown: 
Jamestown Island where 
the original colonists landed, 
and Jamestown Settlement 
just before you cross the 
bridge onto the island. 
Jamestown Island is an 
active archaeological site 
under the management of 
the NPS and Preservation 
Virginia. From the visitor’s 
center, you traverse a long 
footbridge through the 
Pitch and Tar Swamp, where 
muskrats busily pull up 
weeds and turtles lounge at 
the waterline.

A number of paths, which 
trace the former streets, 
take you past the remains 
of rowhouses, a tavern, a 
workshop, the residences of 

prominent citizens, and the 
former governor’s house. 
You can watch archaeol-
ogists at work, carefully 
extracting artifacts from the 
ground beside one of the 
only remaining buildings, 
Memorial Church.

After walking around 
the peaceful ruins imagining 
a bustling 17th-century 
port town, Jamestown 
Settlement fills in the blanks. 
The museum’s galleries and 
exhibits tell the history of 
Jamestown; however, the 
real highlights are outdoors. 
The museum’s campus 
includes a Powhatan village 
staffed by friendly guides 
dressed in native garb, as 
well as guides dressed in 
period clothing of the English.

Williamsburg
The next stop on your time-
travel excursion is Colonial 
Williamsburg during the 
1770s. Though technically 
not part of the National 
Historical Park, Colonial 
Williamsburg sits about 
halfway between Jamestown 
and Yorktown along the 

Colonial Parkway. Today, this 
300-acre historic district is a 
living museum where visitors 
mingle with historians 
dressed in mid-18th-cen-
tury clothing who actively 
tend gardens, sell goods, 
and maneuver horse-drawn 
carriages down the broad 
avenues.

Of the numerous quaint 
neighborhoods, landmark 
buildings, and colonial 
businesses to explore, the 
blood-red clapboard home of 
Peyton Randolph—the most 
influential patriot you’ve 
never heard of—stands 
out. Randolph might have 
been President of the United 
States, but he had a stroke 
and died nine months before 
the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence. A lawyer, 
Thomas Jefferson’s first 
cousin, and a close friend 
of George Washington, 
Randolph was Speaker 
of the Virginia House of 
Burgesses. He served briefly 
as president of the First Con-
tinental Congress in Philadel-
phia, was reelected president 
the following year, and died 
while it was in session. 

TRAVEL TIPS
At Yorktown Battlefield, 
you can download a free 
app from the Battlefield 
Trust that tells you the 

story at each of the stops 
along the auto tour.

The speed limit is 45 
mph along the Colonial 

Parkway, which has a long 
tunnel with a clearance of 

10 feet, 6 inches. If your rig 
is taller, take only your car 

or public transportation 
from one site to the next.

You can purchase one ticket 
to all three points on Amer-
ica’s Historic Triangle or go 

to each site individually.

All sites are open year-
round, except for Christ-
mas, Thanksgiving, and 
New Year’s Day, though 

certain programs and 
live demonstrations vary 
based on visitor numbers 

and weather.

Wear good walking shoes. 
Even on the driving tour of 
Yorktown Battlefield you’ll 

want to get out of your 
vehicle and walk along the 

fields and battlements.

First Settlers

At Jamestown Settlement, 
historians dressed in period 
garb demonstrate how 
colonists farmed, cooked, 
traded, and made tools in 
the 1600s.

A 20-foot bronze statue of Captain John Smith looks over the 
location of the original fort at Jamestown. About 100 troops and 
tradesmen led by Smith landed on Jamestown Island in 1607. Smith 
played a key role in the founding of Jamestown, the first perma-
nent English settlement in the New World. 
historicjamestown.org

just before you cross the 
bridge onto the island. 
Jamestown Island is an Jamestown Island is an 
active archaeological site 
under the management of 
the NPS and Preservation 
Virginia. From the visitor’s 
center, you traverse a long 
footbridge through the 
Pitch and Tar Swamp, where 
muskrats busily pull up 
weeds and turtles lounge at 
the waterline.

A number of paths, which 
trace the former streets, 
take you past the remains 
of rowhouses, a tavern, a 
workshop, the residences of 

Wear good walking shoes. 
Even on the driving tour of 
Yorktown Battlefield you’ll 

want to get out of your 
vehicle and walk along the 

fields and battlements.

First Settlers
A 20-foot bronze statue of Captain John Smith looks over the 
location of the original fort at Jamestown. About 100 troops and 
tradesmen led by Smith landed on Jamestown Island in 1607. Smith 
played a key role in the founding of Jamestown, the first perma-
nent English settlement in the New World. 
historicjamestown.org
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LUXURY ON THE ROAD

HIGHLANDRIDGERV.COM

Whether you’re planning the road trip of a lifetime, have a growing family or want to travel with the grandkids, 
the Open Range Fifth Wheel has a layout for you. The innovative, multi-level layouts combine with sought-after 
luxurious amenities. Features such as a 100” wide body design, ACCU-Slide™ 4-point compression and 42” deep 
main slides, a PVC roofing membrane, and skirted drop frame offer spacious living and construction you can feel 
confident in. Plus, this lineup comes standard with the new TravelLINK™ system, putting control of key features 
and systems in the palm of your hand, as well as LevelLoc™, our four- or six-point automatic leveling with JT’s 
Strong Arms®. Take luxury on the road with the Open Range Fifth Wheel.

Due to continual research and advances, manufacturer reserves the right to change specifications, design, price, and equipment without notice, and assumes no 
responsibility for any error in the literature. Some items shown are not included as standard or optional equipment.

• ACCU-Slide (4 point compression)

• 42” deep main slide

• PVC roofing membrane

• 100” wide body

• Skirted drop frame

TOP FEATURES
THE HIGHLAND RIDGE ASSURANCE

This low maintenance roof is flexible, 
puncture resistant and recyclable.  
Plus, it easily reflects solar heat and  
UV rays. The unmatched strength of  
the PVC membrane is backed by a 
lifetime limited warranty.

PVC ROOFING MEMBRANE

HIGHLAND RIDGE RV, INC., CIRCLE 113 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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At his home in Williamsburg, you can 
sample the lifestyle of this underappre-
ciated patriot and those on his household 
staff. You can also learn about the role 
slaves played in Virginia and the deplorable 
conditions under which they lived.

A few blocks beyond the Randolph 
residence lies the Governor’s Palace. 
Seven colonial governors, plus Patrick 
Henry and Thomas Jefferson, the first and 
second governors of the state of Virginia, 
lived there while in office. At the palace, 
guides, dressed formally in wool knickers, 
knee-length overcoats, triangular black 
hats, and polished black shoes with gold 
buckles at the arch, greet you as if you 
were a visiting farmer or dignitary. From 
the moment you enter the palace’s elab-
orately decorated foyer until you exit into 
its manicured gardens, that bygone era of 
colonial rule and early statehood engulfs 
you. You can “see” Henry making notes 
at his writing table amidst a mound of 
haphazard decrees, or Jefferson dancing in 

H I S T O R Y

the ballroom with its striking blue walls or 
sleeping in the elaborate four-poster bed in 
the governor’s bedroom.

Another interesting building is a 
two-story home with its well-tended 
flower garden across the street from the 
Bruton Parish Episcopal Church (where 
religious services are still held). This 
national historic landmark, named the 
Custis Tenement, was not a poor house in 
the modern-day sense. “Tenement” during 
the 1700s merely meant rental property. 
This particular house was part of Martha 
Washington’s dowry when she married 
George Washington. 

You can also tour the capitol building 
and watch myriad demonstrations 
including an apothecary blending colonial 
medicines and a furniture maker carving 
the leg of a harpsichord.

Yorktown
Yorktown, or more precisely, Yorktown 
Battlefield, was the site of the final major 
clash between the British, led by Cornwallis, 
and the Americans, led by Washington. 
The Visitor Center and Museum is a good 
place to start; many artifacts are on display 
including Washington’s tent, a field cannon, 
and military uniforms.

From there, the best way to experience 
Yorktown Battlefield is in your vehicle. A 
well-marked driving tour takes you to six 
key stops around the battlefield: the British 
inner defense line, the grand French battery, 
the second Allied siege line, two British 
redoubts (long earthen barriers), the Moore 
House where the surrender negotiations 
took place, and Surrender Field, where the 
British laid down their arms in 1781, effec-
tively ending the American Revolution. 

You can stand behind the cannons, 
walk along the redoubts, and mill around 
the Moore House, like a soldier might have 
done. Along the way, you’ll pass a cemetery 
that dates back to the Civil War with 2,204 
graves, of which 1,436 are for unknown 
soldiers, primarily from the Union side. 
visityorktown.org

As you drive away from Yorktown, back 
to the present, you’re sure to take away a 
better understanding of our country’s early 
history and feel as if you were really there. 

“From the moment you enter the palace’s 
elaborately decorated foyer until you exit into its 
manicured gardens, that bygone era engulfs you.”

In Colonial Williamsburg in-character guides, 
including coachmen maneuvering carriages, portray 
various people who lived and worked in Williams-
burg. Visitors can enjoy carriage rides, the main 
mode of travel by prominent citizens in the 1700s.
colonialwilliamsburg.org

Tallyho!

the moment you enter the palace’s elab-
orately decorated foyer until you exit into 
its manicured gardens, that bygone era of 
colonial rule and early statehood engulfs 

haphazard decrees, or Jefferson dancing in 

the ballroom with its striking blue walls or 
sleeping in the elaborate four-poster bed in 

You can also tour the capitol building 
and watch myriad demonstrations 
including an apothecary blending colonial 

From there, the best way to experience 
Yorktown Battlefield is in your vehicle. A 
well-marked driving tour takes you to six 
key stops around the battlefield: the British 
inner defense line, the grand French battery, 
the second Allied siege line, two British 

In Colonial Williamsburg in-character guides, 
including coachmen maneuvering carriages, portray 
various people who lived and worked in Williams-
burg. Visitors can enjoy carriage rides, the main 
mode of travel by prominent citizens in the 1700s.

Left, from top: 
A tour guide 
dressed as a 
member of 
Patrick Henry’s 
staff welcomes 
visitors in the 
foyer of the 
Governor’s Palace 
in Williamsburg. 
Cannons dating 
back to the 
American 
Revolution 
remain poised 
for attack behind 
an Allied siege 
line at Yorktown 
Battlefield. 
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MADE IN THE USA
100% AMERICAN

Take your towing further with the most advanced lineup of 
automatically-sliding fifth wheel hitches. Designed specifically for 
OE Puck Systems, each hitch can be easily installed and removed 
from your truck bed in just minutes. Go further. Do more.

Learn more about the leader in towing innovation at PullRite.com/OE 

POSSIBILITIES:

W ID E  O P E N

 © PULLIAM ENTERPRISES, INC.
PULL-RITE, CIRCLE 125 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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CELEBRATE 
OUR NATION’S 

INDEPENDENCE 
AT THE TOP OF 

“THE MITTEN” 
WITH FARMS, 

FESTIVALS, 
FOOD, AND 

FIREWORKS.

B Y  J U L I E  P E R R Y  N E L S O N 
@ T R A V E L _ F E R R E T

MICHIGAN
NORTHWESTERN

Happy Birthday, America! The 
alluring stretch of northwest-
ern Michigan coastline offers 

opportunities to explore quaint towns, 
miles of beaches, lighthouses, and 
bike trails. Inland, numerous lakes, golf 
courses, wineries, and orchards dot the 
landscape. Bring along your adventure 
gear to explore this summer paradise.

Charming waterside towns including 
Traverse City, Charlevoix, and Petoskey 
await visitors. Traverse City produces the 
most cherries in the US and hosts its annual 
Cherry Festival (cherryfestival.org) from July 
2–9 this year. A haven for boaters, the 

picturesque town of Charlevoix lies at the 
intersection of Lake Michigan and Lake 
Charlevoix, while farther north, visitors 
can relax at the serene coastal resort 
town of Petoskey. 

July is a happening time in Michigan 
with numerous festivals enlivening the 
region. And don’t forget the fireworks! 
The Cherry Festival, plus the cities of 
Boyne, Harbor Springs, and Petoskey, all 
put on quite a show. Whether joining in 
the festivities, sightseeing, or relaxing 
by the lakeshore, there is something for 
everyone “Up North” in Michigan. 

ON THE MENU
Savor lakefront views while devouring The 
Landing’s (thelandingcharlevoix.com) New 
England-style lobster rolls. The Ironton 
Ferry is a unique way to access the restau-
rant if driving or biking from Boyne City. 
Sorry, no large vehicles on the ferry.

MUST-DO
Castle Farms (castlefarms.com) in Charlevoix offers myriad 
things to do, including Michigan’s largest outdoor model rail-
road, a World War I Museum, and lush gardens. The building’s 
architecture was inspired by stone castles in France. Over the 
years, Castle Farms has served as the model farm for the Sears 
Roebuck catalog, an art gallery, and a concert venue.

R E T I R E D  R V E R S
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MUST-DO
Hiking up the 284-foot-high Dune Climb at Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National Lakeshore (nps.gov/slbe) is a challenge, 
but a blast to roll and climb back down. The park has 65 
miles of lakeshore to explore. Stay late and enjoy spectac-
ular sunsets from bluff s towering above Lake Michigan.

Sleeping Bear Dunes off ers 
stunning landscapes in 

its 72,000-acre national 
park that hugs the shore 

of Lake Michigan.

OFF THE BEATEN PATH
Treetops Resort (treetops.com) in Gaylord will 
keep golfers busy with 81 holes of spectac-
ular golf. The resort has four championship 
18-hole courses as well as Threetops, the 
par-3 course which is widely regarded as the 
best of its type in North America. 

STAY HERE
Sun Outdoors Petoskey Bay Harbor 
(sunoutdoors.com) is an upscale RV resort 
with spacious sites and gated access. 
Fun amenities include a pool and hot tub, 
fitness center, movie-theater room, putting 
green, and pickleball court.

OFF THE BEATEN PATH
Head out to Friske Farm Market 

(friske.com) with the family to pick 
your own strawberries and cherries 
from their extensive orchards. In the 
fall, visitors can pick a large variety 

of apples as well. Enhance your 
visit with a wagon ride around the 
farm or let the kids burn off energy 

at their huge playground with a 
kid-favorite jumping pillow. Friske is 

a member of Harvest Hosts.

ON THE MENU
Everyone want something different 
for dinner? The Little Fleet (thelittle 

fleet.com) has four food trucks in 
addition to Happy’s Taco Shop from 

April–October. Your crew can choose 
from Good on Wheels (Vietnamese), 
Glendale Ave (burgers), Traverse City 
Pizza Company, or Cordwood BBQ. 
Dine in the festive courtyard and 

enjoy live music Friday and Saturday 
evenings from June–August.

F A M I L Y  R V E R S

STAY
HERE Indigo Bluffs RV Park & Resort (indigobluffs.com) is just 3 miles from Sleeping 

Bear Dunes. Towering trees shade many of the full-hookup campsites. 
Amenities include a heated pool, outdoor gaming area, playground, fruit 
stand, and food truck.
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PEACE OF MIND
TIRE PROTECTION

www.TireMinder.com

THE
AWARD WINNING

TIRE MONITORING SYSTEM
PROVIDING PEACE OF MIND

SINCE 2007TireMinder i10

AVAILABLE NOW AT CAMPING WORLD AND GANDER RV

  RV ROAD TRIP | northwestern michigan

MUST-DO
The stunning 20-mile Tunnel of Trees Scenic 
Heritage Route (thetunneloftrees.com) on 
Highway M-119 extends from Harbor Springs 
to Cross Village through a canopy of dense 
foliage. The road is narrow at times, so it is 
best to leave large rigs at the campsite.

OFF THE BEATEN PATH
Boyne City invites visitors to “Stroll the 
Streets” (boynechamber.com) downtown every 
Friday night during the summer. Five blocks 
are off-limits to vehicles so guests can enjoy 
the party that includes street performers, live 
music, and children’s activities.

ON THE MENU
Cousin Jenny’s Cornish Pasties (cousinjennys 
pasties.com) are made fresh each morning 
with local ingredients. Delectable meats and 
vegetables are stuffed into a thin pastry crust 
and wrapped into a delicious ball. Pasties are 
a quite popular food in Michigan.

STAY HERE
Petoskey State Park (michigan.org) has two 
shaded campgrounds on Little Traverse Bay. The 
park is a great place to kayak, hike, and beach-
comb for Petoskey stones (fossilized coral). 
Little Traverse Wheelway (see “Full-Time RVers” 
section), passes by the entrance to the park. 

W E E K E N D  W A R R I O R S
OFF THE

BEATEN PATH
Old Mission  

Peninsula’s unique 
geography provides a 
microclimate that is 

perfect for grow-
ing grapes. While 
on the Wine Trail, 

visit Bonobo Winery 
(bonobowinery.com), 

founded by actor and 
Traverse City native 
Carter Oosterhouse 

and his brother.

ON THE MENU
Fishtown (fishtown 

mi.org) in Leland pre-
serves a fishing village 
with historic buildings 
and boats dating from 

the 1870s. While 
there, enjoy riverfront 

dining at The Cove 
(thecoveleland.com). 
Enjoy the seafood 

chowder while watch-
ing salmon jumping 
up the dam during 
spawning season.

STAY HERE
Holiday Park Camp-
ground (holidaypark 

tc.com) has many 
large full-hookup 

sites. Snag one of the 
premier island sites 
for front-row access 

to the lake. The camp-
ground has a private 
beach on Silver Lake 
with a boat launch, 

plus kayak, canoe, and 
paddleboard rentals 

are available.

F U L L - T I M E  R V E R S

MUST-DO
Little Traverse Wheelway (trailscouncil.org) is a mostly paved 
26-mile bike trail from Charlevoix to Harbor Springs. Cruise along 
Lake Michigan and enjoy scenic overlooks, lovely towns, restau-
rants, museums, and forests. A small section just west of Petoskey 
is closed due to erosion, so check the website for updates. 

Little Traverse Wheelway links three 
resort towns and boasts beautiful 

beaches and views of Lake Michigan. 

TIRE MINDER, CIRCLE 130 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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WHAT’S NEW |  TOY HAUL ER S

T HE 
B E ST 

OF
B O T H
WORLDS

After a long, cold winter and a wet 
spring, the warmth of summer stirs the 
urge for many of us outdoor enthusi-
asts to head for our favorite recreation 
area where we can play with our toys. 
Those toys may be motorcycles, ATVs, 
or even custom 4x4s. Or they could be 
kayaks and mountain bikes. 

A great way to make the most of 
these outdoor activities is using a toy 
hauler as a means of transporting 
multiple toys at one time. In fact, that’s 
why this segment of RVs is on a steady 
rise in popularity: Toy haulers give the 
ultimate freedom to bring the toys with 
you while serving as a comfortable 
boondocking basecamp. 

The number of toy haulers out 
there is a little mind-boggling, and 
today’s toy hauler offerings in price, 
size, brand, and design are as varied as 
the people who buy them. Prices and 
sizes can vary from less than $20,000 
like Forest River’s under-22-foot Salem 
FSX 181RT to more than $300,000 
for a 48-foot Luxe 47FB. In-between, 
there are literally dozens and dozens 
of makes and models from which to 
choose. Set your budget, define your 
priorities, then shop accordingly.

B Y  B R U C E  W .  S M I T H

A separate entry door to the garage area and 
clear bifold doors at the rear set the Shock-
wave 30DSGDX toy hauler apart from many 
others in this crowded market of 32–37-foot 
bumper-pull toy haulers. At 36 feet, 8 inches and 
a 13,000-pound GVWR, the 30DSGDX is a com-
fortable tow behind for any heavy-duty pickup. 

It also has one of the nicest interiors, combining 
the best elements of a travel trailer with a king 
bed and roomy two-entry bath up front and a 
16-foot cargo-carrying space at the rear. There’s 
a 35-gallon fueling station for gas-powered 
toys, and 140 gallons of fresh water for the 
campers. The list of options, of course, is long. 

SHOCKWAVE 30DSGDX

T O Y  H AU L E R S  A L L O W  Y O U  T H E  F R E E D O M 
T O  B R I N G  T H E  F U N  G E A R  W I T H  Y O U  W H I L E 
L I V I N G  I N  T H E  C O M F O R T  O F  A N  R V.
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B O T H
WORLDS

ATC GAME CHANGER 
PRO 4528 
When it comes to 
toy haulers that 
can accommodate 
your entire group of 
family and friends, 
the 46-foot, 3-inch 
21,000-pound GVWR 
Aluminum Trailer Company 
(ATC) Game Changer PRO 4528 
is top-tier. This fifth-wheel’s 
all aluminum-and-composite 
structure is stout, yet light for 
a toy hauler of this size. This 
model is the largest in the 
lineup of nine ATC toy haulers, 
and it’s equipped to provide 
every creature comfort you’d 
ever want while boondocking 
for days or weeks at a time. 
This triple-axle unit can carry 
a load of 8,000 pounds, has a 
4,000-pound ramp capacity, 
and 28 feet of cargo space 
to haul two four-seater side-
by-sides. Plus, a removable/
movable partition wall allows 
space to fit a Jeep Wrangler 
with room to carry a couple 

of other toys. 
The cool part is that once 

the toy(s) are unloaded, the 
garage area also becomes a 
huge multi-configurable living 
space with optional dinettes, 
sofas, and tables mounted on 
a special track system that 
allows them to fold up out of 
the way. Optional solar panels 
and a generator can provide 
dry-camping power, and 200 
gallons of freshwater make 
boondocking a breeze. As the 
company website says, this 
huge, well-appointed trailer 
“conforms and configures 
to your activities, your toys 
and your lifestyle quickly and 
efficiently.” MSRP: $193,178 
atctrailers.com

B Y  B R U C E  W .  S M I T H

One of the largest-capacity and most-con-
figurable toy haulers on the market, the PRO 
4528 is loaded with a big residential fridge 
and stainless- and composite materials inside. 
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Travel-trailer toy haulers, like the new 
37-foot, 6-inch Sandstorm 302GSLR, have 
become more popular as today’s heavy-duty 
pickups have plenty of muscle to tow them. 
The 302GSLR weighs 9,819 pounds, has a 
3,566-pound cargo carrying capacity and 
1,385-pound hitch weight. The cargo ramp is 
rated for 3,000 pounds, so it’ll easily handle 
the biggest of side-by-sides and small 
off-road vehicles inside the 19-foot garage 
space. A great feature on the 302GSLR is 
when the rear slideout is retracted, the 
floor under the sofa flips up so you can still 
accommodate those wide-track Can-Am or 
RZR side-by-sides.

Everything in this Sandstorm is set up 
for maximizing space and comfort while dry 
camping. An electric rear awning covers the 
ramp/patio, and just inside the garage is a 
split-table dinette that makes it easy for peo-
ple to move through the trailer. The dinette 
seats can be electrically raised/lowered from 
the walls, and they open up to make a lower 
bed to go with the HappiJac bed above.

The kitchen is nicely appointed with a 
12.3-cubic-foot residential fridge. Other fea-
tures include a 140-gallon freshwater tank, 
big radial shower wet bath, a standard king 

bed, pure-sine 5,500-
watt generator, 260-
watt solar power, and a 
fueling station with the 
on/off switch mounted 
outside. MSRP: $69,995 
forestriverinc.com

The larger streetside slide opens up the 
living space and well-appointed kitchen with 
a double-door residential-size fridge, while 
the smaller slide moves the wardrobe to give 
walk-around room by the bed. The garage of 
this wide-body unit is equipped with a standard 
bed on an electric lift with fold-up seating and a 

split dinette underneath. The sofa at the head of 
the garage also flips up to maximize the useable 
garage-floor width to handle wide-track side-
by-sides. Like its travel-trailer counterparts, the 
Shockwave 30DSGDX has a lot of storage space 
inside and out. MSRP: $101,990 
forestriverinc.com
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T O Y  H A U L E R S

Travel Lite claims that the composite-and-aluminum- 
constructed Rove 24SUR is half the unloaded weight 
of any model in the 26-foot toy-hauler class.

Travel Lite RV’s lightest- 
weight toy hauler, the 24SUR, 
is one of the newest and 
lightest toy haulers on the 
market. It boasts a 12-foot, 
7-inch garage, and the trailer 
is made of 100% composite 
material and aluminum. This 
helps keep this 26-foot, 
9-inch toy hauler’s unloaded 
weight at around 3,100 
pounds, making it towable 
behind most midsize pickups 
and smaller SUVs. Cargo 
capacity is 4,200 pounds with 
a 3,000-pound capacity ramp. 

Inside is a 60-by-80-
inch queen bed up front, 

and a two-burner cooktop, 
17-inch gas range, overhead 
microwave, and a 10.7-cubic-
foot Everchill freezer/fridge 
amidships. On-demand 
tankless hot water, SHURflo 
water pump, a wet bath, 
20,000 Btu furnace, air condi-
tioner, and 40-amp converter 
handle the day-to-day needs. 

Powder-coated aluminum 
cabinets, a stainless-steel 
countertop, and composite 
sheet flooring also set the 
Rove SUR interior apart 
from other toy haulers. 
MSRP: $49,311 
travelliterv.com 

TRAVEL LITE ROVE 24SUR

The Heartland Torque T26, at 30 feet, 9 inches and 7,780 pounds dry weight, 
is the smallest and lightest of eight models in Heartland’s bumper-pull toy 
haulers. But the 102-inch-wide body and barrel ceilings make it the roomiest 
in the class. The 13-foot garage can fit a two-seater side-by-side, or multiple 
quads, motorcycles, or other recreational toys. Each of the frame-welded tie- 
downs are rated for 5,000 pounds. The garage has an electric-lift queen bed 
above the opposing sofa/dinette that also folds out for additional sleeping space. 

Up front the T26 sports a spacious slideout kitchen space with a deep 
sink, solid-surface countertop, residential microwave, three-burner cook-
top, and a ton of overhead and under-counter storage. The wet bath in the 
king-bed master suite has a roomy curved shower. A premium entertainment 
system, along with the outdoor grilling station, ensures every camping trip will 
be one to remember. Options abound. MSRP: $64,911 
heartlandrvs.com 

H E A R T L A N D  T O R Q U E  T 2 6
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It’s all about time
Time to explore. Time to laugh.
Time to do nothing. Your time is precious.
You can trust Un-Duz-It™ pro-strength cleaning solutions 
to save time for the most important things in life!

More time for
what matters

Learn more at
CLPRO.COM/RV

Use RV25 to save 25%
on your first order!

UN-DUZ-IT, CIRCLE 117 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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INSPIRATION |  MIL ITARY VETERANS
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B Y  J U L I E  C H I C K E R Y

From defending freedom 
to enjoying the freedom of 

RV travel, these military 
veterans have taken to the 

road full time.

Connecting With Friends 
and Family 
One constant of military life 
is regular moves. Hakam 
Salahuddin and Rebecca Bailey 
(thetincantravelers.com) travel 
with their Airstream Flying 
Cloud to spend time with their 
children and grandchildren 
who are dispersed throughout 
the country. Hakam served 
in the U.S. Navy for 22 years, 
then became a police officer 
for the City of Charleston, 
South Carolina. Rebecca was a 
detective for North Charleston: 
“We both had very demanding 
and stressful jobs. RV travel 
appealed to us because it 
offered the freedom to travel, 
which is something we always 
wanted to do. Being able to 
share those experiences with 
family is priceless.”

Making New Friends 
Shane and Patty Gill (gillson 
wheels.com) also turned to 
RV travel to reconnect with 
family at the conclusion of 
Shane’s 24-year Air Force 
career. However, Patty said it’s 
the new friendships that have 
been so unexpected. “The 

friends we meet along the way 
are amazing. The full-time 
RV community is very much 
like the military community … 
with the same type of lifestyle 
that makes us like a tight-knit 
family.” Shane and Patty have 
met many fellow RVers by 
work camping or volunteering 
at campgrounds in exchange 
for a campsite. 

Clarence and Kirsten 
Womack (movewithmack
.com) often stay on military 
campgrounds in their Entegra 
Odyssey Class C and especially 
enjoy meeting fellow veterans. 

Hakam Salahuddin and Rebecca 
Bailey, The Tin Can Travelers, were 
inspired to downsize by a 2016 
episode of HGTV’s “Tiny House, 
Big Living.” Now they’re full-timers 
in an Airstream Flying Cloud.   

With everything from frequent moves 
to worldwide deployments, the military instills a love of 
travel and adventure. After serving our country for 20 
years, my husband, Sean, and I wanted to spend time 
exploring it, so we bought our first RV and haven’t looked 
back since. Along our travels, we’ve been fortunate to 
meet many other veterans enjoying the freedom of the 
open road. 

Discovering More of Our Great Nation
Between demanding military life and raising three active 
sons, we felt like we never had enough time to truly 
experience the numerous states in which we lived. We 
were stationed in Florida twice during our careers but saw 
much more of it during our nine-month RV tour around 
the state. 

As Sean points out, “We can stay as long as we like in 
any location without unpacking and worrying about high 
costs of hotels or dining out.” 

In the six years since we purchased our RV, we have 
traveled from coast-to-coast visiting national parks, 
museums, and historic sites. I remember visiting Cal-
ifornia’s Redwoods and being completely in awe of 
those towering giants. Those types of experiences have 
happened to us again and again as we travel around the 
country soaking in all that it has to offer, from popular 
tourist spots to hidden gems.  

FOREVER 
HEROES
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Also known as FamCamps 
(for family camping), most 
military bases offer camp-
grounds to eligible patrons. 
Although bases tend to have 
their own specific rules, in 
general, to use a military 
campground you must 
be an active-duty service 
member, National Guard or 
Reservist, military retiree, or 
a disabled veteran. Surviving 
family members of service 
members killed in action and 
medical retirees and their 
families also typically qualify. 
Not only do these camp-
grounds provide the ameni-
ties and familiarity expected 
on a military station, they 
also offer great discounts. 

Another great benefit 
for military veterans is dis-
count tickets to attractions 
around the country. One of 
the best ways to find these 
discounts is to visit the 
Information, Tickets, and 
Travel (ITT) office on a mili-
tary base. It’s a great way to 
get to know the area around 
the base and discover a new 
part of the country.

America the Beautiful 
National Parks and Federal 
Recreational Lands Military 
Pass is a free lifetime pass 
for current United States mil-
itary, veterans, dependents, 
and Gold Star families that 
provides free entry as well as 
reduced camping fees. Ad-
ditionally, most states  offer 
discount programs for active 
and retired military, as well 
as disabled veterans.

BENEFITS FOR 
MILITARY RV 
TRAVELERS

Clarence served in the Army for eight years. 
He was a boxer for the Army team and played 
football for the German American team. He 
shares that love of physical fitness as a personal 
trainer and even does that from the road. 

Michael Cook served in the Delaware Army 
National Guard for 20 years as a military police 
officer, mechanic, and recruiter. Now he and his 
wife, Melissa, connect with other RV travelers 
at RV shows and rallies as Grand Design and 
Lippert ambassadors. They love the sense of 
belonging that comes from a shared love of 
travel and keep in touch with their “new” family 
through their Facebook group, The Campoholics 
(facebook.com/camplikechamps).

Continuing to Serve
Tim and Emily Rohrer (ownlessdomore.us) 
embarked on the full-time RV lifestyle in 

Clarence and Kirsten Womack, Move 
with Mack, moved into their Entegra 
Odyssey RV two years ago. They 
provide fi tness and nutrition coaching 
from the road, with a heavy emphasis 
on keeping a positive mindset.

Michael and Melissa Cook, the Campo-
holics, are long-time campers who 
made the transition to full-time RV 
travel in their Grand Design fi fth-
wheel last year. They’re now on their 
third RV and this one is just right.

Shane and Patty Gill, Gills on Wheels, 
packed up their 42-foot Grand Design 
fi fth-wheel for full-time travel last 
year. They both work camp and Patty 
teaches English as a Second Language 
(ESL) from their RV. 

Far left: Tim and Emily Rohrer, Own Less Do More, 
are full-time pros with a fifth-wheel and a truck 
camper who have lived on the road for seven years. 
Left: Author Julie (not shown) and her husband (at 
left), Sean (chickerystravels.com), were full-timers 
for six years. They recently transitioned to weekend 
camping to be near their first grandson, an avid RVer! 

2015. As empty-nesters coming to the end 
of a 25-year Navy career, they had no idea 
where to put down roots. Emily explained, 
“We thought we’d RV for a couple of years 
to figure that out. More than six years later, 
we’re still undecided, and we’ve long since 
given up on putting a timeline on our travels 
as we are still enjoying the nomadic life too 
much to stop.” 

They’ve completed four two-week 
projects with ayeartovolunteer.com, a 
nonprofit organization set up by a veteran 
and his wife that is geared specifically for 
RVers. Emily now serves on its board of 
directors. 

The Rohrers also served with the 
Escapees RV Club, first at a cleanup project 
in New Mexico’s Carlsbad Caverns, and then 
for a Habitat for Humanity build. They’ve 
put in time at a food bank, participated in 
a blood drive, helped socialize dogs, and 
volunteered at an animal shelter. They’ve 
now got their eye on an organization called 
HistoriCorps to participate in one of their 
historic renovation/restoration projects. 

Veterans can find many ways to continue 
serving through volunteer work, or by 
helping a fellow RVer who’s stuck alongside 
the road, or simply by leaving every campsite 
cleaner than you found it. Even if you haven’t 
served in the military, that is a good guideline 
for all RVers.
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THE TIDES RV RESORT

  IN THE KNOW

PH
OT

O 
CO

UR
TE

SY
 T

HE
 T

ID
ES

 R
V 

RE
SO

RT

B Y  K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E R

Being caught in the middle isn’t usually considered a good thing, but that’s 
exactly where Palmetto, Florida’s The Tides RV Resort is located: right in the 
middle of it all. And when it comes to an RV resort, that’s a great place to be. 
Visitors to The Tides can enjoy premier golf courses, sugar-sand beaches, fantastic 
dining opportunities, and quite a bit of the laid-back beach-town culture, all 
within easy reach of hot spots like Tampa, St. Petersburg, and Sarasota. With 389 
oversized full-hookup sites with brick pads, the 55+ resort offers all the luxury you 
want in a full-featured getaway, and then some. A lake, swimming pool, exercise 
room/dance studio, sports courts, billiard room, and dog park are all in this scenic 
gated resort. Daily activities range from pickleball to cornhole, and from water 
aerobics to fishing, and so much more. Stuck in the middle never felt so good.
thetidesrvresort.com

10/10*/10 
The Tides has 

achieved a perfect 
rating from the Good 
Sam Guide Series for 
the facility, overall 

cleanliness, and visual 
appeal.

WHAT A VIEW!
Lake views are 

fantastic throughout 
The Tides, but we rec-
ommend requesting 
a waterfront site for 

the ultimate camping 
experience.

FUR-FRIENDLY
In addition to the 

dog park, there are 
dedicated pet laundry 

machines for our 
furry friends’ beds and 

such. Two pets are 
allowed per RV. 

The gated resort stretches 
across 95 acres of beauti-
fully landscaped grounds, 

but there’s even more 
in-store during your visit.

3 Reasons
You’ll Want

to Stay!

PERFECT PARKS
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THE OFFICIAL HITCH OF
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B&W TRAILER HITCHES, CIRCLE 103 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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  IN THE KNOW

Living each minute to the fullest, an 
83-year-old woman’s zest for life includes 

camping in her Teardrop trailer.

SEIZING
THE DAY

Eighty-three-year-old Robbie Britvich is not afraid 
to try new things. Being an adventurer at heart, when 
she bought a 1948 Teardrop trailer four years ago and 

announced that she’d be camping in it regularly, she got a round 
of enthusiastic high-fives from her family and friends. Robbie 
and her husband, Darwin, a fireman who had passed away, 
had traveled all over Mexico and California in a converted van. 
She credits Darwin for introducing her to travel and teaching 
her to live life to the fullest. “I’m not like the norm,” said Robbie, 
“I’ll do stuff on a whim; nothing scares me. Losing my husband 

B Y  D O N Y A  C A R L S O N

was huge. When he died, I 
bought a 14-foot inflatable 
hard-bottom boat with a 
40-horsepower and used 
it all the time to go fishing. 
He loved life, we had a 
wonderful life together, and 
the best way to honor him 
was to just keep living and 
carry on.” After selling the 
boat years later, she decided 
she “needed something 
fun,” and bought the 
Teardrop.

Chilling out in her 
Element
We met up with Robbie 
when she was camping 
with her cousins (in their 
own RV) at a Southern 
California campground and 
had a boat ride planned 
with them for later in the 
afternoon. She’d rolled out 
her welcome mats, set up 
an oversized beach umbrella 
large enough to cover her 
Teardrop, had the rear 
hatch open showing off a 
charming outdoor kitchen, 
and had created a homey 
vintage campsite oozing 
with a “Join me and relax” 

Scan the code to view our 
entire line of wireless 
observation systems.

W VSXP70

PERSONALITY

ONE OF A KIND
With her sunny outlook 

on life, Robbie puts 
her heart and soul into 

everything she does, 
including her mosaic 
creations. She begins 

by drawing an outline, 
then starts hammering 

away at the backs of 
pieces of tile, and next 
fi ts the pieces together 
like a jigsaw puzzle by 
following her planned 

color pattern. Her goal is 
to make each piece look 

like a painting while 
capturing the feel of the 
historic monuments and 
beauty of Catalina. Each 
piece is unique: “I never 

copy myself; I don’t 
know how, ” she said.

vibe. The door to her little 
trailer was open, showing 
off the shiny wood interior, 
curtains and pillows she’d 
handmade, and a bedspread 
sporting vintage trailers 
covering a “more comfy 
than my bed at home” 
mattress. One of her new 
hobbies is finding vintage 
accessories for her tiny 
home on wheels. Another 
hobby is Pilates, which she 
does three days a week.

“I feel so at home and 
comfy in my Teardrop,” she 
said. She’s happy with just 
the basics, but “my rugs 
that keep the dirt out are 
like a comfort zone, and I 
like my propane bonfire. My 
Jetboil all-in-one stove goes 
everywhere, and my coffee 

Below: Robbie especially loves 
camping when the weather’s 
fine and the days are long. Here, 
she relaxes camp-side with 
her RVing cousins. No need to 
“rough it;” her outdoor kitchen is 
stocked with all she needs.
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is important, so that’s part of my setup routine so that’s ready to 
go. And my wine, of course—that comes out at 5, maybe a little 
earlier!” She added a toolbox to the trailer’s A-frame where she 
keeps basic tools, bungee cords, scissors, and other necessities.

If her campsite has electric hookups, she’ll break out the 
electric skillet; otherwise, she’s happy making simple meals on 
her camp stove. She loves cooking at her outdoor kitchen while 
being surrounded by nature and trees and water.

Robbie’s son loves to camp as well, and even borrows some 
of his mom’s camping gear for his own trips. Of her six grandchil-
dren, three, in particular, are thrilled to go camping with Grandma 
and are always asking when the next outing is. 

Taking Charge
The ever-enthusiastic senior with a can-do attitude has been 
creating mosaics for a shop on Catalina Island (California) for 
25 years that includes framed art pieces, stepping-stones, and 
flowerpots. Some of her mosaics are of the Catalina Casino 
and the historic Chimes Tower with its tolls that have been 
resonating since 1925. “I’ve always been artistic—I painted 
furniture for a while, did some sewing. Then a friend who 
owned a shop received some broken tile that she was going 
to toss, and I said I can do something with these.” And Robbie 
did—they are so well done that every piece she makes sells. 
“And I get to break things and get paid for it! Then I hop on the 

PH
OT

OS
: T

OR
I M

CC
RE

A

Scan the code to view our 
entire line of wireless 
observation systems.

W VSXP70

boat to Catalina and deliver it in person.”
In the early ’70s when Robbie was working as a waitress, 

she met someone looking for a cleaning person. Embracing the 
opportunity, she started a cleaning business (“I love to clean!”), 
“which exploded into hiring a team of women. And it was exciting 
having my own business.”

When Robbie started talking about her life, she said “I realize 
how many different aspects and journeys I’ve been on during 
different times of my life. It’s been really interesting, and I’m 
very blessed with that.” Her love of the outdoors, staying active, 
trying new things, and spending time with family and friends is 
what motivates her every day. One of the things she especially 
enjoys when it comes to camping in her Teardrop is, “I absolutely 
love waking up early in the morning, enjoying nature while 
sipping my coffee, and seeing life start.” 

ROBBIE’S  
COMPACT  

TEARDROP  
PROVIDES BIG  
ADVENTURES!

ASA ELECTRONICS, CIRCLE 102 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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PER
DAY*

$5Shop the Nation’s

LARGEST
SELECTION
OF RVs from

only

Shop the Nation’s

LARGEST
SELECTION
OF RV

*(STK # 1824950) Exclusive of tax, title, license, finance and other fees required or allowed by applicable law; freight and prep, which vary 
by state, may also be added (except in AR, CA, CO, FL, GA, LA, MS, OH, OK, OR, TX, TN, WA, or UT). Monthly payment of $128/mo. based on 
15% down, 6.74% APR & 180 months. Daily value is calculated by monthly payment $128 multiplied by 12 months divided by 365 days to 
equal $4.21/day. Subject to lender terms. Advertised inventory available at time of sale. Offers may not be combined with any other offer 
and not applicable to prior sales. See dealer for details. Offers expire 7/31/2022. FR033566-0422

CampingWorld.com  |  TravelDifferent.com
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(1) Modern kitchen appointments include induction cooktop, convection microwave, farmhouse-style 
sink, and residential fridge with icemaker and water dispenser. (2) There's a good amount of storage 
for essentials in the full bathroom. (3) Semi-private powered bunks include power outlets and a ladder.

2023 ENTEGRA 
REATTA 39BH

BASE MSRP
$411,540 

DIMENSIONS
Exterior Length: 39’ 11”

Exterior Width: 8’ 5”
Exterior Height: 12’ 10”

CAPACITIES
Freshwater: 100 gal
Black-water: 41 gal
Gray-water: 62 gal

Propane: 24.5 gal

WEIGHTS
GCWR: 46,320 lbs
GVWR: 36,320 lbs

GAWR, F/R: 14,320 lbs/
22,000 lbs
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Watch This  What’s a bunkhouse without a big screen ... or three? There’s a 50-incher on a lift in 
the living area, a 32-incher in the bedroom, and a 43-incher in the exterior entertainment center.
 It Has That, Too?  Additional can’t-live-without conveniences include an Onan 8kW diesel 
generator, tankless water heater, Sani-Con macerator, and SHOWERMISER water-saving system.

IIIIIIIII
Push It!
by K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E R

It’s no secret that diesel-pushers are 
known for their luxury and longevity—
and their size. It’s not uncommon for a 
pusher to reach 45 feet in length, which 
can make maneuvering a daunting task. 
The Entegra Reatta packs all the posh, 
pluck, and pizzazz of even the most pricey 
pushers in a (relatively) compact package 
that’s less than 40 feet long.

The Reatta 39BH shown here is 
a spacious bath-and-a-half floorplan 
perched atop the Spartan K1 raised-rail 
chassis and powered by a Cummins B6.7 
turbocharged diesel capable of 360 hp 
and 800 lb-ft of torque. Independent 
front air suspension helps smooth out 
the bumps on the road, while an Equalizer 
hydraulic auto coach leveling enhances 
comfort in camp.

And once you’re in camp, the Reatta 
truly shines with hand-laid tile floors, 
premium furniture and appliances, solid- 
surface countertops, and hardwood 
cabinetry. All interior lighting is LED, all 
hardware and fixtures are top-shelf, and 
two 28-by-72-inch bunks amidships give 
the kids their own sleeping area while 
Mom and Dad catch some Zs on the king 
bed with a power head lift in the rear 
bedroom. The half bath is directly across 
from the bunks, making the large rear 
bath a private oasis. The list of comfort 
amenities goes on and on: separate 
washer and dryer, water-filtration system, 
12.3-inch digital dash with a 360-degree 
camera system and GPS, etc. Not too 
shabby for a “compact” diesel-pusher.
entegracoach.com 

P R E V I E WP R E V I E W

2023 ENTEGRA 

IIt’s no secretIIt’s no secretIIknown for their luxury and longevity—IIand their size. It’s not uncommon for a IIpusher to reach 45 feet in length, which IIcan make maneuvering a daunting task. IIThe Entegra Reatta packs all the posh, IIpluck, and pizzazz of even the most pricey IIpushers in a (relatively) compact package I
that’s less than 40 feet long.

a spacious bath-and-a-half floorplan 
perched atop the Spartan K1 raised-rail 
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FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy means slowing down, 
it’s time for a welcome breath of fresh air.

Introducing the Inogen One family of portable oxygen 
systems.  With no need for bulky tanks, each concentrator is 
designed to keep you active via Inogen’s Intelligent Delivery 
Technology.® Hours of quiet and consistent oxygen flow on a 
long-lasting battery charge enabling freedom of movement, 
whether at home or on the road. Every Inogen One meets FAA 
requirements for travel ensuring the freedom to be you. 

• No heavy oxygen tanks
• Ultra quiet operation

• Lightweight and easy to use
• Safe for car and air travel

• Full range of options and accessories
• Clinically validated for 24/7 use

Call 1-866-368-2219 or visit inogen.com 
for a free consultation and info guide.

If you think oxygen therapy means slowing down, 

MKT-P0256
INOGEN, CIRCLE 115 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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DEF 101, a slideout with the lights 
out, looking for lithium batteries, a 
hitch-ball soda can, and EV charging.

  RIGS + GEAR

by K E N  F R E U N D

Q&ATE
C

H is illegal and will cause the 
truck to fail an emissions 
test. Removal of the SCR 
system can also void the 
vehicle’s warranty, many 
dealers won’t work on a 
truck with the SCR deleted, 
and it may be illegal to sell 
the modi� ed vehicle.

� e EPA required that 
all highway diesel engines 
made a� er January 1, 2010 
meet their new emissions 
standard. DEF is used in 
current Chevrolet, GMC, 
Ford, and RAM diesel 
trucks, along with many 
diesel motorhomes. 

� e rate of DEF con-
sumption depends on the 
engine and load. � e more 
fuel you use, the more DEF 
you will use. � ere are many 
variables, just as with fuel 
economy, including a truck’s 
size, the load or trailer it’s 
hauling, and terrain, wind, 
and tra�  c. When not towing, 
many diesel pickups get 
around 18–22 mpg, but only 
achieve perhaps 8–12 mpg 
when towing. More DEF is 
consumed if you’re towing 
a heavy trailer. Owners not 
towing or hauling heavy loads 
sometimes report getting 
6,000–8,000 miles on a tank of 
DEF, and perhaps 3,000–4,500 
miles while towing. 

If the DEF runs low, 
the instrument panel will 
show a warning when there’s 
about 500 miles until the 

DEF is used up. � at should 
be enough warning to � nd 
some more. DEF is sold in 
large plastic containers at 
auto-parts stores, � lling sta-
tions, and truck stops. � e 
most economical way to buy 
it is at the fuel pump of truck 
stops, where it is dispensed 
in bulk next to the diesel fuel 
pumps. 

If you do not heed the 
warning, the engine comput-
er will derate output to a 
lower power mode. � is 
reduction in power helps 
conserve the remaining DEF 
in the tank. � e engine will 
remain in low power mode 
and keep running until the 
engine is shut o� , for safety’s 
sake, to allow vehicle con-
trol. However, if you don’t 
re� ll the DEF, the engine will 
not restart. � ere are plenty 
of dashboard warnings 
before this happens. � e 
owner’s manual contains a 
complete explanation about 
the DEF system and its use 
and maintenance.

Lithium Iron Phosphate 
Batteries

I have a 2018 Grand 
Design Solitude 

trailer. I am looking to buy a 
LiFePO4 battery for it. Can 
I just drop it in and go? Will 
it charge my tow vehicle and 
the inverter the same as a 
lead-acid battery? 
Brant Bizzo, via email

We have a 2020 Winnebago View Class C. We installed new batteries and checked fuses, but the ceiling lights in a 
slideout stopped working. The same type of light above the overhead cab bed works. Everything else is OK. What 

could it be? Is it a fuse I missed? —David Simmons, via email

Lights Out!

Remove the switch for the lights and check for 12-volt power there. If you don’t have power at the switch, remove each 
fuse and check them carefully with an ohmmeter. If there is power at the switch but it’s not getting through to the 

lights, the switch may be bad. Another possibility is that the wire going to the lights in the slideout are damaged or discon-
nected. Extend the slide and look for the wiring. You didn’t mention which View fl oorplan you have, and there are three differ-
ent wiring diagrams for them. There’s an excellent free resource on Winnebago’s website which includes wiring diagrams: 
winnebago.com/fi les/fi les/winnebago/resources/diagram/wiring.htm. 

Diesel Exhaust Fluid (DEF)
We recently bought a new 2022 Ford Power 
Stroke diesel-powered pickup to tow our 35-foot 

� � h-wheel. We’ve never had a diesel before, and besides 
the higher cost of diesel fuel relative to the already high 
prices of gasoline, we are concerned about the cost and 
frequency of adding DEF. What is it made of, what does 
it do, and can the system be disabled or bypassed?
Je�  Stevens, Dallas, Texas

Diesel Exhaust Fluid (DEF) is a liquid mix-
ture of water (67.5%) and urea (32.5%) that is 

metered and injected into a diesel engine’s exhaust 
stream. � e DEF is necessary for the operation of the 
Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) emission control 
system. � e SCR system converts oxides of nitrogen, 
which are formed in combustion, back into nitrogen 
and carbon dioxide. Most diesel trucks sold in the 
USA since mid-2010 come with this system. DEF � uid 
helps reduce the amount of noxious nitrogen oxides 
from diesel engine exhausts.

� e DEF helps diesel engines meet EPA emission 
requirements but is said to not reduce performance 
or fuel e�  ciency. Some truck owners remove the SCR 
system and eliminate the need for DEF. However, this 

Lights Out!
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  RIGS + GEAR | tech q&a

Lithium iron phosphate batteries 
are considerably more expensive, 

but far lighter and deliver an increased 
number of charge/discharge cycles 
compared to lead-acid batteries. � ey 
can also be discharged more deeply 
compared to lead-acid, down to 20% 
or even 0% in some cases of their rated 
capacity without harming them, com-
pared to about 50% on lead-acid. Most 
LiFePO4 batteries can only be safely 
charged between 32° F–113° F (0° C–45° 
C). You didn’t provide your location, so 
I can’t make speci� c recommendations 
for you.

� ey also don’t charge well from a 
standard converter/inverter or charger 
that’s only rated for � ooded cell or AGM 
lead batteries. Check yours to see if it 
has a setting for lithium batteries. Typi-
cally, only the ones made in the last few 
years have the needed setting. Charging 
a lithium battery from a converter/
inverter set for lead-acid or AGM bat-
teries can shorten the life of the battery 
by half or more and 
reduce its output. � ey 
typically only recharge 
the lithium batteries up 
to about 80% charge. 
Progressive Dynamics 
(progressivedyn.com) 
has a converter/charger 
that’s compatible with 
lithium batteries, if you 
need one.

You can charge a 
lithium battery from 
your tow-vehicle 
alternator but not nec-
essarily to full charge, 
because most voltage 
regulators are adjusted 
for the lower voltage 
needs of a lead-acid 
battery (approximately 
13.9 volts, while lithium 
batteries require about 
14.4–14.6 volts to fully 

charge. When you get to a campground 
and plug in, the converter/inverter will 
� nish charging the battery.

Charging Electric Vehicles
� is note is in regard to the com-
ments in the January issue about 

charging electric vehicles (EVs) while 
staying at a campground. In Canada, 
more and more campgrounds are now 
equipped with charging stations for elec-
tric cars. We have seen many in Québec 
and in Ontario and have heard that it 
is also a trend in British Columbia and 
the Canadian Maritime provinces. Since 
we have not been allowed to travel to the 
US (one of our favorite playgrounds) in 
the last two years, I would be interested 
to know if it is a growing tendency south 
of the border. � anks for your always 
interesting articles.
Yvan Jérôme, Laval, Québec, Canada

� is is a rapidly evolving subject. 
KOA is working with Jamestown 

Advanced Products 
to provide Level 2 
charging stations at 
some KOA camp-
grounds. � ere are a 
few RV park owners 
in the US who have 
already installed stand-
alone, pay-to-plug-in 
EV charging stations at 
their parks. Some oth-
ers may have a protocol 
and fees for charging 
an EV using the regular 
campground power 
outlets. � e electricity 
to fully charge an EV 
typically costs in the 
neighborhood of $15, 
depending, of course, 
on local rates. 

As things open up 
post-COVID-19, RV 
parks are very busy and 

A member of the Good Sam family since 1988, Ken Freund has been helping 
readers better understand their RVs for more than 30 years. Throughout his 
career, he has been a service manager, technician, shop owner, an ASE Certi-
fi ed Master Technician, an instructor of the California Smog Check Program, 
and author of Haynes Repair Manuals.

R E A D E R  T I P

LUBING HITCH BALLS 

This is in reference to Paul 
Verthein’s letter “Lubing 

Hitch Balls” in the February 
issue. I grease my truck’s 

hitch ball, but after I 
disconnect the trailer, I put 
a soda can with the top cut 

off over it. That way you 
do not get grease on your 

clothes if you get too close. 
The can has never blown off 

going down the highway. 
—Alfred Sunday 

Colmesneil, Texas

Thanks for writing and 
sharing your tip. I use an 
old tennis ball to cover 

the ball when not in use. 
I cut an X into it so it slips 

over the hitch ball, and 
it maintains tension so it 

won’t come off.PA
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The best protection for your journey.™
equalizerhitch.com  •  800-478-5578

reservations are strongly recommended. 
While you are making the reservations, 
inquire about their policies on charging 
EVs. RV sites, state parks, and national 
parks with 50-amp or 30-amp hookups 
should work with a Tesla or other model 
if you have the proper adapter. Use the 
vehicle manufacturer’s website to check 
out what exact adapters you would need. 
To connect to a 50-amp outlet, you will 
need a Tesla 14-50 adapter. I would enjoy 
hearing from readers who camp with 
electric vehicles on what their experiences 
have been.

Internet Reception
My wife and I are looking to spend 
more time on the road, but we need 

to extend our internet reception due to re-
mote work commitments. Where do I start?
Christopher Campanelli, via email

If you intend to camp in commer-
cial RV campgrounds, most have 

internet reception available over Wi-Fi. 
Sometimes reception is weak, so you 
may want to purchase a signal booster or 
receiver. Check out the options online at 
campingworld.com.

If you plan to camp off the grid in 
remote areas, you should consider a 
service such as T-Mobile 5G. You can 
use your phone as a hotspot for your 
devices. Go to satelliteinternet.com/ 
resources/camping-wifi for a compari-
son of some plans.

Internet on the Road
What can you recommend that 
will allow for internet access in 

most sites and while on the road that will 
actually be effective?
Terry Roswell, via email

Use the app Campendium to check 
out cell-phone service at camp-

grounds across the country. If you need 
internet access while on the road and while 
remote camping, you may need a cellular 
mobile hotspot. Check out data plans for 
mobile hotspots with Verizon, T-Mobile, 
and AT&T. If cell reception isn’t available, 
your best bet will probably be satellite 
service, which is becoming available from 
Starlink, HughesNet, and Viasat. 
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EF2200iS
Easy-to-operate generator offers high power output, with 
superior protection and Yamaha’s proven reliability.

NEW! Carbon monoxide detection & shut-off feature

Protection you can trust. 
Reliable power you can use.

CO EMISSIONS DETECTION

©2022 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. Please read the Owner’s Manual and the product warning labels before operation.

HIGH POWER OUTPUT

EASY TO OPERATE

RELIABILITY
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Refrigerator Question
I think there’s a problem with my 
RV’s fridge, but I don’t know if it’s 

normal or not. I defrost it, and within a 
couple of months the � ns and freezer are 
frozen again. Is there something I’m doing 
wrong? I keep the cold setting on 3 of 5.
Jane E., Jonestown, Texas

It’s a good idea to keep a refrigera-
tor thermometer inside the fridge 

to monitor temperatures for food safety. 
You didn’t mention the make and model, 
or whether you have a residential-type 
refrigerator with a compressor, or an 
RV-style absorption refrigerator. Most 
residential styles have a self-defrosting 
feature, but most absorption types do 
frost up (if you are lucky) but typically 
don’t get le�  on long enough (several 
months) to form heavy frost on them. I 
suggest that you read the owner’s manu-
al. If you don’t have it, most are available 
online for free. Simply type in the make 
and model and “owners manual” into a 
search engine.

Portable Air Compressor
Is there a small air compressor 
that is good to carry for a Class C 

motorhome? I have a 2007 THOR Cha-
teau 31P and run the tire pressures at 80 
psi. � is is what the couple who had this 
motorhome before me said they ran. He 
was a shop supervisor worker for a local 
government maintenance auto shop, so I 
am taking his word for this. I’m wonder-
ing if there is a good small compressor to 
carry because space is at a premium.
Bob Kusek, via email

I found several small portable air 
compressors at campingworld.com

that should � t your needs. One example 
is the Bulldog Winch 150 PSI Portable 
Air Compressor, rated at 1.6 CFM, for 
less than $100. It’s best to have some ex-
cess pressure rating capacity, as this does. 
� e higher the cubic feet per minute 
(CFM) rating, the faster the compressor 
will � ll a tire but, of course, the price 
increases accordingly.

As for your motorhome’s tire pres-

sures, I recommend that you weigh your 
coach on a truck scale and determine 
individual axle weights. � en divide the 
axle weight by the number of tires on 
that axle, to estimate weight on individ-
ual tires. Use this number and look up 
recommended pressure on a load-in� a-
tion chart for the speci� c tire model, load 
rating, and size of the tires on your RV. 
� e charts are available at tire dealers and 
online at tire manufacturer websites.

Awning Replacement
I have an older RV, and the awning 
canvas needs to be replaced. It’s a 

Carefree of Colorado basic model, nothing 
fancy, circa 1998 or so. All the aluminum 
hardware is in good condition. Should 
I buy a replacement fabric kit or just 
replace the entire awning? Maybe even 
upgrade to an electro-mechanical model 
with the automatic wind sensor? 
Dan T., via email

It really depends on your budget, 
how o� en you plan to use the 
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Or at least you could be.

Check out the 2022 Newmar Resorts Guide for our top 
resorts across the country. The guide is loaded with all 
of the info you need to plan a road trip—plus features 
an interactive map that's new for this year. 

Scan the QR code with your smart device to get it today.
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Looking for answers on all things RV, 
including systems, engines, accessories, 
or construction? Submit it to our expert at 
techqa@rv.com and it may be selected for 
publication. You must include your name, 
city and state, phone number (will not be 
published), and type and model of your RV.

HAVE A QUESTION?

awning, and how long you expect to 
keep your current RV. Replacing the 
awning fabric will cost far less than 
installing an upgraded awning with 
electronic controls. Carefree of Colorado 
(carefreeofcolorado.com) and Camping 
World (campingworld.com) both o� er 
replacement fabrics for RV awnings. 
Another supplier is RV Awnings Mart 
(rvawningsmart.com).

Instrument Panel Add-Ons
We own a 2018 Forest River Forester 
motorhome that is on the Ford F-53 

chassis and has a 6.8-liter V-10 engine. � e 
instrument panel does not have the read-
outs for miles per gallon, miles till empty, 
compass, clock, etc. � ese are functions that 
I think would be standard for a travel vehi-
cle. Is there a way to add these to the panel, 
or is it a total replacement to get them? My 
other Ford vehicles all have these functions.
Roger Weidus, Brunswick, Ohio

Keep in mind that the Ford F-53 
chassis is also used for commer-

cial trucks, not luxury vehicles, and 
cost determines what goes into them. 
Compass, clock, and temperature read-
outs are fairly easy to add using common 
a� ermarket kits available from auto- 
parts suppliers. However, fuel mileage 
and miles until empty require communi-
cation with the onboard engine control 
module, and the cost and complexity to 
add this makes it impractical.

Follow-Up on Propane Container 
Recertifi cation
In the April issue, you answered Denise 
Knowles’ question about propane tank 
recerti� cation well. One thing that wasn’t 
touched on was that if you are using an 
out-of-date tank and it has a problem like 
leaking and catching � re, your insurance 
may not cover any damages caused by the 
tank. I would be more worried about this 
than getting a ticket, not to mention the 
possibility of injury or death.

An out-of-date tank is a bomb waiting 
to go o� . Also, even though the tank has 
been recerti� ed, it could still be defective. 

� e valve could be replaced with a cheap 
overseas one that could fail. Before you trade 
in a tank, check the new one’s age, where it 
was recerti� ed, and what valve it has. 

I was like Denise until someone I know 
had a shut-o�  tank catch � re and almost 
completely burn down their house. � is 
tank had been recerti� ed, so the insurance 
company had to pay for the damages and 
rebuild the house. At least everyone was 
able to get out, even the dogs. 
Daniel Williams, Greenwood, Delaware

� anks for your input, Daniel. As an 
RVer and a former EMT, safety is very 
important to me. 
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  RIGS + GEAR

Lifting the lid on one of the most 
fussed-over—and simplest—necessary 

duties of life in an RV.

Years ago, right a� er we bought 
our very � rst RV, it was sitting in our 
driveway, while I was lying awake in 
bed. I was terri� ed at the prospect 
of having to jump feet-� rst into the 
sewage and waste-management busi-
ness with no training. � at terror 
intensi� ed when I rolled up to the 
� rst dump station, not totally sure 
what to do, with a line of seasoned 
RVers behind me. 

I survived. But I still remember 
how it felt, and so I’ll always have a bit 
of a so�  spot for new RVers learning 
the ropes at the dump station. Dump-
ing an RV is nowhere near as bad as 
some people imagine it to be. It’s not 
complicated, and it’s a necessary part 
of life in a self-contained RV. 

� e best way to resolve a prob-
lem with an RV’s waste plumbing 
system is to never have the problem 
in the � rst place. Following these tips 
should help keep your RV’s waste-
water system working the way it’s 
intended to.

Water is your friend. If you for-
get everything else in this article and 
remember just this, I’ll feel like I’ve 
done my job. I doubt you can cause 
a problem with your RV’s plumbing 
by adding too much water (well, 
except for � lling up the tanks faster). 
But you can cause lots of problems 
by not using enough water. Water 
in an RV’s waste system does a few 
important things. First, it dilutes the 
waste, which makes it less concen-
trated and easier to manage odors. It 
dissolves solids, which is extremely 
important when it comes to empty-
ing the tanks. It keeps the seals in the 
wastewater system from drying out. 
And it helps keep things from getting 
stuck on tank sensors. 

by J A M E S  A D I N A R O

MAINTENANCE

SIMPLE 
SANITATION 
SOLUTIONS

It may not be the most fun you have during your RVing experience, but you shouldn’t dread dumping your rig’s holding 
tanks. The process isn’t complicated, and shouldn’t take more than a few minutes. It’s easy to steer clear of unpleasant 
situations in your tank-dumping routine by following these basic tips.

Down the Drain!PH
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our very � rst RV, it was sitting in our 
driveway, while I was lying awake in 
bed. I was terri� ed at the prospect 
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www.demco-products.com

1.800.543.3626

Doing Our Best to Provide You the Best

Watch how 
easy it is to 
assemble and 
install!

Don’t hurt your 

back moving that 

old hitch!

2
Light

weight

2
Easy install 

and removal

Now as a Sliding Hitch!

ALWAYS keep water in the 
waste tanks. � is includes 
before trips, a� er trips, between 
trips, in storage, and I would 
suggest even during periods of 
non-usage (like over the winter). 
� e easiest way to do this and 
not to forget is to immediately 
add some water every time you 
empty the tanks. Just make it 
part of the dumping procedure.

How much water to add is a bit 
fuzzy, but if you know the tank capacity, 
try to shoot for around 10%. � at’s not 
a rule, and it doesn’t have to be exact. 
Adding a bit of water to the gray tank 
is as easy as running a faucet. To add 
water to the black tank, just � ll the toilet 
bowl with water and � ush it a few times. 
Using a bucket to add a few gallons to 
the tank also works and saves wear and 
tear on the water pump. Adding water 
a� er dumping and � ushing the black 
tank is also known as “pre-charging” the 
tank, and it’s a good idea for the reasons 
detailed previously.

Use enough water when you 
fl ush. It can be tempting, especially 
when boondocking, to be ultra-conser-
vative with � ush water. But doing so can 
lead to super-concentrated sludge in the 
black tank. 

Leave some water in the toilet 
between uses. Just an inch or so 
covering the ball valve on the bottom 
will be enough. � is is important for a 
couple reasons, and they both have to 
do with odor control.

Remember that an RV toilet is grav-
ity-powered, with no traps or S-bends. 

Pro Tip
When storing or winterizing the rig, I 
still add liquid to the holding tanks. 
Depending on the temperatures I expect, 
I’ll either add some RV antifreeze with the 
water, or skip the water altogether and 
just add straight RV antifreeze to the tank.

The biggest difference between RV and home plumbing is that in your home, sewage 
pipes carry all the wastewater far, far away where it’s someone else’s problem. But in 
an RV, it fl ows to waste tanks to collect, and you get to deal with it later. Your RV will 
have two or more of these tanks, which are usually plastic, and hang underneath your 
RV. The black-water tanks are for toilet waste, while the gray-water tanks are for 
water from the RV’s sinks and showers. 

Gray-water plumbing looks and works very similar to household systems, with 
traps and sloping lines, but black-water plumbing does not. When you fl ush an RV toilet, 
the waste generally goes straight down. There may be a bend in the piping, but usually 
the black tank is located directly beneath a toilet. There are no traps, or S-bends in 
the toilet drain to keep smells at bay. On many rigs, if you look down into the toilet, you 
can see the black-tank contents directly below.

Gray-water systems often use 
smaller-diameter pipes and 
should be dumped second.

Black water is usually drained 
through 3-inch piping. Dump this 

tank fi rst, before the gray.

S Y S T E M  B A S I C S

When storing or winterizing the rig, I 
still add liquid to the holding tanks. 
Depending on the temperatures I expect, 
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� ere’s nothing be-
tween the inside of the 
rig and the contents of 
the black tank except 
the valve at the bottom 
of the toilet bowl. 
Water keeps the seal on 
that valve from drying 
out, and it provides a 
vapor barrier to keep 
odors (gases) from 
migrating upward out 
of the black tank.

NEVER leave the 
black-tank valve 
open. At a full-hook-
up campsite, you may 
be tempted to leave the 
black and gray valves 
open and not worry 
about dumping the 
tanks until you depart. 
I don’t recommend 
this, particularly for 
the black tank, because 
it sets you up for the 
dreaded “pyramid.”

I’ve never experi-
enced one, but others 
have. If you leave the 
black-tank valve open, 
the liquids will drain 
away, but the solids 
(with no or minimal 
water to carry them) 
will just remain where 
they fall—usually right 
beneath the toilet. Over 
time, this mess can 
harden and, well, you 
get the idea.

Nobody wants to 

deal with that, so it’s 
best to just keep the 
black-tank valve closed. 
Allow the waste and 
wastewater to accu-
mulate and the solids 
to dissolve. � en just 
dump periodically.

Use a tank treat-
ment. Basically, you 
want the holding-tank 
treatment to do two 
things: help (along with 
water) break down 
solids, and eliminate 
odors. Eliminating 
odors is a no-brainer, 
and a� er the section 
about “the pyramid,” 
it should be obvious 
why you want to break 
down solids. It’s best 
to add the appropriate 
tank treatment while 
you’re adding the water 
to the tank just a� er 
emptying.

You might consider 
adding a treatment to 
the gray tank as well. I 
don’t add a gray tank 
additive every time 
I dump, but I do it 
occasionally to keep the 
buildup down and the 
smells at bay.

1) Your RV’s tanks drain via gravity, so keeping a nice 
constant slope from the RV all the way to the sewer 
inlet helps keep things moving. Hose supports like 
those shown here can be helpful accessories. 2) A 
clear elbow at the end of the sewer line can help you 
see when the tanks have been rinsed clear.

Ever see a video online 
where the host fi lled a 
clear black tank with 
simulated human waste 
and a bag of ice and drove 
around like a madman with 
a GoPro in the tank fi lming 
it? Well, that was me. I 
did this to investigate the 
suggestion that dumping 
ice in the black tank would 
“scrub” it out. 

At the end of the day, 
I concluded that the ice 
didn’t do much more than 
plain water would have. 
In other words, you could 
have gotten the same 
results by fi lling the tank 
with water instead of ice. 
To be clear though, the ice 
doesn’t hurt anything. So if 
you’re just going to dump 
the ice out when you get 
home, by all means, toss 
it down the toilet for the 
ride. Just be sure there’s 
water in the tanks; it will 
likely work better than ice 
alone. But I wouldn’t spend 
a fortune on extra ice just 
to put it in the black tank. 

DOES THE “ICE TRICK” 
REALLY WORK?

1 2

ProductSpotlight

Get ready for adventure 
because our popular 

Doctor’s Choice® Hybrid 
Plush Mattress is now 

available in select RV sizes! 
The comfort of memory 

foam with the support of 
individually-wrapped coils 

and advanced cooling tech-
nology keep you cool and 
comfortable wherever the 

road might take you.

At Denver Mattress®, our 
top-of-the-line RV 

mattresses are expertly 
made, supremely comfortable 
and available in a variety of 
sizes. With variations such 

as short, narrow, bunk, 
and rounded edges, you’ll 
find the perfect fit for your 

vehicle.

GET SUPERIOR
REST AND COMFORT 

ON THE ROAD

Doctor’s Choice®

HYBRID PLUSH
RV MATTRESS

Regular $1099.99

Special Offer $999.99

(Short Queen Size)

denvermattress.com

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Doctor’s Choice®

HYBRID PLUSH
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  RIGS + GEAR | sanitation

You may come across advice 
to purchase a separate dump 
valve, and to attach it to the 
outside end of the dump 
connection on your RV. The 
idea is that after you install it, 
you open both the black and 
gray valves and use the gray 
water to “rinse” the black tank, 
or perhaps you’ll combine 
the capacity of the two tanks 
somehow to get more gray- or 
black-tank space.

There are several problems 
with this, and I recommend that 
you don’t do it. First, it doesn’t 
perform much of a rinse. Due to 
the way the plumbing is set up, 
the water doesn’t rush in and 
blast residue off the tank sides. 
It just kind of bubbles up from 
the bottom. Ultimately, you’ll 
be getting a less effective rinse, 
and far less sanitary tanks, 
than you would have gotten 
from rinsing with plain water. 

The second reason not to 
do this is that the water doesn’t 
fl ow in only one direction. It 
will equalize and bring material 
from the black tank into the 
gray tank as well. The piping in 
the gray-water system is likely 
narrower, and it certainly isn’t 
meant to handle wads of toilet 
tissue and other solids. There’s 
a chance this will create a clog 
or other blockage in the gray 
system. And on top of all that, 
if you’ve ever overfi lled the gray 
tank, you know it usually winds 
up fl owing out onto your shower 
fl oor. Now, imagine that same 
scenario, but with black-tank 
waste mixed in … not a pretty 
picture.

There are lots of reasons, 
but basically just don’t do it.

THE “HACK” 
YOU PROBABLY 

SHOULDN’T. 

Use the right toilet paper … and 
use less than you use at home. 
� e main thing you want from RV toilet 
paper is that it breaks down quickly and is 
septic-safe. 

And it goes without saying that you 
should never use heavier-duty “personal 
wipes” in an RV toilet.

Dump the tanks when they are 
at least 2/3 full. When you empty the 
tanks, you don’t want the wastewater to 
dribble out … you want it to WHOOSH 
out! Faster � owing water will be better 
able to carry sludge out of the tanks, and 
the easiest way to improve the speed of the 
e�  uent is to just wait until the tanks are 
mostly full to empty them.

A� er dumping the black tank (see next 
tip for the order), close the valve, add a few 
gallons of freshwater to the tank via the 
toilet, and dump it again. � e extra water 
helps rinse away any residual material.

First the black, then the gray. Gray 
water from an RV isn’t clean, but it’s 
probably cleaner than the black water. 
By dumping the black � rst, you can then 
“rinse” the sewer hose with the relatively 
cleaner gray water. 

� ere are a lot more tips and tricks we could 
get into, but these should get you going, 
keep your RV’s wastewater-system trouble 
free, and hopefully relieve some anxiety. 

Resist the urge to dump your RV’s tanks too 
frequently. A full tank drains better than one 
holding just a little bit, so wait until the tanks 
are at least 2⁄3 full before dumping them. Here 
the tanks are 75% full, and ready to dump.
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When we started full-time RV 
travel more than five years ago, we had 

a lot to learn. And our dogs certainly 
did not learn campground manners 

on their own. It is up to us to teach our 
dogs proper canine etiquette. 

Canine 
Campground 

Manners
Tried-and-true tips on 

proper behavior and 
etiquette while RVing 

with your dog.
BY RACHAEL JOHNSON 

@2TRAVELINGDOGS
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We may forget a bag for waste or we may not bring enough. I 
have had this happen to me. Now, I always carry extra, and if I 
see someone else needing one, I cheerfully give them one. Not 
picking up after our dogs is a problem, not only for the sake of 
cleanliness, but it’s also a hazard for wildlife and other dogs.

ALWAYS PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG

Because we are full-timers, 
we picked up Fruitycake, our recent 
rescue dog, from the shelter and 
brought him home to our campsite. 
He was a stray and displayed 
reactive behavior like excessive 
barking at other dogs. While we 
were learning how to train him to 
be his best, we had to avoid other 
dogs, so we walked him earlier and 
later in the day.  

Each dog is different and has 
his own personality, likes, and 
dislikes. Some breeds have strong 
instincts to bark or dig. Digby, 
our rescued foxhound, enjoyed 
howling. We had to teach him that 
he could not howl whenever he 
wanted to. He still howled when it 
was dinnertime, so we made sure 
that we gave him his food quickly 
… I guess that was part of his plan! 
We miss him so much.

Some canine campground 
manners we have learned the hard 
way and some we are still working 

on. Remember that none of us, 
including our dogs, are perfect.

Keep Your Dog on a Leash
This is for the protection of our 
dogs, traffic, and wildlife. It is rude 
to allow our dogs to be off leash, 
even at our own campsite. They 
may run after another dog, wander 
into another camper’s private 
space, or get hurt. Don’t assume 
that all campers love dogs; some 
have a fear of them. We know 
that dogs love to run and play, so 
we look for campgrounds with 
specified dog parks or those with 
one nearby.

Don’t Leave Your Dog 
Unattended
Leaving your dog unattended 
outside puts them in danger, 
even if they are secured. If a bear 
wanders into your campsite—yes, 
that has happened to us—how 
will your dog react? If she is tied 
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up, how will your dog protect herself? 
We have seen dogs left for extended 
periods outside with no water. You may 
think your dog has shade to get out of 
the sun, but the sunlight moves. Also, 
remember that there are people who 
steal dogs. 

If your dog likes to bark like 
Fruitycake, we feel your pain! Even if 
a barking dog is inside an RV, sound 
travels in campgrounds. If you are 
bringing your dog camping, find an 
activity to enjoy together. 

Curb Your Dog
When we have a campsite, and have 
paid for that campsite, do we want a 
dog entering our campsite and going to 
the bathroom? Probably not. Of course, 
we can’t control where our dogs relieve 
themselves every time but try not to 
let them do their business in other 
campsites. If there is a specific relief 
area, use it. 

Tags, Collar, Vet Records, Bugs
Every state is different as to what 
it requires of dogs who enter. Some 
campgrounds require seeing vaccina-
tion and rabies records, to have proper 
identification and collars, and to be 
up to date on bug control, so have the 
proper documents handy.  

Make Adjustments
Our senior dog Brickle gets anxious and 
temperamental with loud noises and 
busy campgrounds. We have left camp-
grounds because they were just not 
right for him. Recognizing what our dogs 
like and researching the campground 
ahead of time can save time and 
trouble. Find out the campground’s rules 
regarding breed and size restrictions.   

Camping with our dogs has changed 
our lives. Brickle and Digby traveled to 
many campgrounds and their camping 
canine manners improved greatly 
over the years. Teaching our new dog 
Fruitycake the rules has proven to be 
challenging, but we won’t give up. Have 
patience with your dog. Show kindness, 
compassion, and empathy to others, 
and be respectful. Our dogs will surely 
follow our example. 
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Protection Against:
Bad taste, odors, sediment, 
bacteria, chlorine and MORE! 

TastePURE's inline water �lters are perfect for RVs, boats, pets, gardening and more. They attach to 
standard water hoses to provide cleaner drinking water. These �lters reduce bad taste, odor, chlorine and 
sediment in drinking water with a 20-micron sediment �lter. Features GAC (Granular Activated Carbon) 
�ltration & KDF® to prevent bacteria growth when the �lter is not in use. NSF 42/53 listed. CSA LLC (Low 
Lead Content) certi�ed. Made in the USA.

2 SIZES AVAILABLE: Standard & XL

USA
MADE IN 

PREMIUM
RV Water Filters

40019 Camco XL Water Filter

40043 Camco Water Filter 
 40045 Camco Water Filter - 2-PACK

Cleaner, better-tasting water
anywhere you go

Cleaner, better-tasting water

PRIMARY LOGO:
CAN ADD SLIGHT DROP SHADOW BEHIND LOGO

LOGOS BILINGUAL:

WORDMARK:

FONTS:

CAMCO STYLE GUIDE
TASTEPURE V.20210129

PRIMARY FONT: TIMES NEW ROMAN BOLD (WHEN USING WORD “TASTEPURE” ONLY

WHEN WRITING TASTEPURE IN BODY COPY USE TIMES NEW ROMAN BOLD IN THIS FORMAT

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

Introducing the new TastePURE® water filters that......

BODY FONT: PROXIMA NOVA BOLD, SEMI-BOLD & MEDIUM

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
A BCD E F GH I J K LMNOPQR S T UVWXY Z
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

LOGO COLOR VARIATIONS:

COLOR: SECONDARY COLORS:

PANTONE P PROCESS CYAN C

CMYK 100 0 0 0

CMYK 100 73 42 32

CMYK 0 0 0 90

®

®MD

WORDMARK BILINGUAL:

For more information, please visit 
www.camco.netSubscribe to our YouTube 

for tips & more outdoor products!

Freightliner Chassis  Drivability Problems?

• Drastically reduce body roll at both low and high speeds

• Greatly reduce driver fatigue and increase comfort

• Eliminate nose dive under braking

• Excellent maneuverability at road speed, no more “tail wag”

• No more being pushed around by trucks or windy conditions

www.RV-CHASSIS.com

FOR MORE FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

CONTACT US AT

458-207-9442

Tired of the driver fatigue and rock & roll on 

your Freightliner XC-based motorhome?

Try our REK-206 sway bar upgrade kit to smooth out the ride!
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Part of the allure of the 
RV lifestyle is its dynamic, 
ever-changing nature. It is 

rather wonderful how you can be 
hiking a national park one day, and 
then shopping a touristy down-
town hundreds of miles away the 
very next day. 

But there are challenges that 
come with the RV lifestyle. As an 
RVing personal trainer, I hear from 
a lot of RVers asking for advice 
about one common challenge in 
particular: maintaining healthy 
habits when RVing. Once you hit 
the road, it’s likely no two days 
will look alike, so continuing your 

preestablished healthy habits 
becomes a lot more difficult. 

So, what do you do when 
you want to form better habits 
(or maintain your current healthy 
habits) once you hit the road? It 
starts with understanding the very 
nature of habits. 

You are Who You are 
Because of Your Habits
Habits are the small actions you 
repeat on autopilot daily. Whether 
you’re aware of it or not, your days 
are filled with bundles of habits.

According to James Clear, 
author of Atomic Habits, your life 

Forming
Healthy Habits
on the Road

B Y  S T E F A N Y  A D I N A R O  @ T H E F I T R V
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HEALTH + FITNESS

How to get beyond willpower and straight 
into autopilot while in vacation mode.

today is intrinsically the sum of your habits. The 
things you’ve repeatedly done have formed the 
person you currently are. That’s why establish-
ing good habits is so important. 

Willpower versus Habits
As a fitness expert, I do some form of exercise 
for at least an hour every day. But that doesn’t 
mean that I’m an overachiever with superhu-
man levels of willpower. Oftentimes, willpower 
gets mistaken for a solid habit, and that would 
be the case here. I’m drawn to go exercise 
without much thought about it. That’s the 
hallmark of a habit; getting to the point where 
no (or at least very little) willpower is required. 
And now we’re to the problem:

The Deactivation of Autopilot Setting
Take me, as an example. Even though exercise 
is a solid habit of mine, things change when 
I’m on the road. I don’t have my beloved home 
gym, nor my spin bike, nor my favorite running 
route. There are more logistics to be worked 
out, and I have to work at maintaining my 
exercise habit more. 

Anytime you’re taken out of your current 
environment, your routines and habits get 
jostled about. All RVers are vulnerable to this 
habit-jostling. But what do you do? You reacti-
vate your autopilot setting. 

GOT 
THE 

TIME?

Healthy Habits
on the Road
Healthy Habits
on the Road
Healthy Habits

GOT 
THE 

TIME?


When you’re building new healthy 
habits, it takes a lot of work and 
willpower. That’s why there’s so 

much interest in the question: How 
long does it take to establish a new 
habit? The realistic answer is that 
it depends. Are you trying to form 
a complicated habit? That will take 

longer. Are you surrounded by people 
already doing the habit? That will 

help shorten the time.

Perhaps the best answer is that hab-
its take forever. There is no end line 

for healthy habits. They are a lifestyle 
to be lived, ongoing over your whole 

life, and it’s important for your success 
to look at them that way. 

“We are what we 
repeatedly do. 
Excellence, then,
is not an act, but
a habit.”  – Aristotle
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  LIFE ON THE ROAD | health + fi tness

RV  M A R K E T P L AC E

Visit us online at

CampingWorld.com

RV SALES • SERVICE
ACCESSORIES

Available at

VOYAGE RV
SHOWER HEAD KIT

14" of
DYNAMIC

COVERAGE!

RONSPARTY MOBILITY SCOOTERS

ronsparty1@aol.com •  702-205-4891
Preview at:  www.ronsparty1.com

•  Weighs 30 lbs • Holds 225 lbs
•  3 Forward Speeds & reverse
•  Lithium Battery Powered -  
    Charge 3-4 hours
•  Battery endurance/15-18 mi
•  Speed/Battery Gauge
•  Front light w/horn • Front basket
•  Foldable size: 33.7"L X 17.3"W X 19.7"H
•  Fits in your trunk
•  1 year warranty

Preview at:  www.ronsparty1.com

•  Weighs 30 lbs • Holds 225 lbs
•  3 Forward Speeds & reverse
•  Lithium Battery Powered -  
    Charge 3-4 hours
•  Battery endurance/15-18 mi
•  Speed/Battery Gauge
•  Front light w/horn • Front basket
•  Foldable size: 
•  Fits in your trunk
•  1 year warranty

$750.00 plus
$40 Shipping & Local Sales Tax

Reactivating Autopilot
To transfer your off-the-road habits 
to your RV lifestyle, the trick is to treat 
them like new habits. Follow these 
steps and approach things as if you’re 
building a totally new habit. 

1. Identify a habit you’d like to establish.
The habit can be as simple as “healthy 
eating” or “regular exercise.” Don’t 
confuse goals with habits. “Lose 10 
pounds,” is a goal, not a habit. Goals 
have an end, while habits are a system.

2. Create a plan.
 This is where you need to get as 
specific as possible. Identify exactly 
what the new habit will be, and how 
and when you’d like to address it. Make 
a solid and specific plan that you know 
can work with your travel schedule, and 
make every effort to stick to it.   

3. Make it fun.
You’re far more likely to stick with 
something you enjoy, so make the ex-
perience as positive as possible. Make 
working on your habit fun, and you’ll 
have a better chance for success.

4. Seek social support. 
Tell friends and family about the habit 
you’re working on so they can help cheer 
you on. Better yet, find people who 
already have the habits you’re working to 
build; doing so will help keep you moti-
vated and enthusiastic about doing it. 

5. Plan for failure.
Be okay with some flexibility to your 
habit-forming plan, and don’t allow a 
miss here or there to discourage you 
from continuing to work at it. One of 
my favorite strategies is to be OK with 
missing once but do everything you can 
to avoid missing twice in a row.  

Healthy habits are more than just 
chores. They are who you are. And if 
you want to improve who you are, you 
need to form habits that align with 
whatever improvement looks like for 
you. When you have healthy habits you 
feel good about, it changes how you 
see yourself. That’s what leads to real 
transformation. 
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Learn more at campingworld.com/dish
Call 1-877-790-1540 to activate

• Quick and easy setup, no Wi-Fi or cell signal required.

• Watch on a TV, not a phone, in crystal-clear HD.

• Only pay for the months you use. No contracts needed.

• You don’t need DISH at home to get DISH Outdoors.

• Existing customers can get DISH Outdoors for only $5/mo.!

• Quick and easy setup, no Wi-Fi or cell signal required.

• Watch on a TV, not a phone, in crystal-clear HD.

• Only pay for the months you use. No contracts needed.

• You don’t need DISH at home to get DISH Outdoors.

• Existing customers can get DISH Outdoors for only $5/mo.!

Discover TV that 
travels with you.
Stay connected to live news, weather and sports
wherever the road takes you.
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The sharp ridges of the snowcapped Sierra Nevada mountain range 
provide a majestic backdrop to California’s Alabama Hills. The area, with its 
jumbled and crazy rock formations, has been the scene for hundreds of old 
Western movies and TV episodes. Exploring this “Leave No Trace” gem in a 
compact RV like a van conversion is ideal; to learn more about the van life, 
don’t miss our August issue. Photo by Hilary Bird, greenvango.com.

Share your photo with us: info-rvmagazine@rv.com

Take the Scenic Route

  LIFE ON THE ROAD | snapshots
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ONE NATION
ON THE ROAD

The fi nest towing equipment — crafted in the USA

TOW BARSTOW BARS
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ROADMASTER
 - with you all the way

Tough USA-Made   |   Outstanding Customer Support   |   Award-Winning Design 

�������������������������

CALL
US

Time Tested - Time Proven

roadmasterinc.com
800-669-9690

#6287

ROADMASTER, INC., CIRCLE 126 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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You can have it all: premium amenities, a space-adding slideout and the 

easy maneuverability of the fuel-efficient Mercedes-Benz® Sprinter 

chassis. The Winnebago View® (and its twin, the Navion®) strikes the 

perfect balance: a motorhome you’ll love on the road and in camp.

I S  I T  R E A L LY 
A  C O M P R O M I S E  I F 
Y O U  G E T  E V E R Y T H I N G 
Y O U  W A N T ?

©2022 Winnebago

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE VIEW 
SCAN THIS QR CODE OR
V ISI T W INNEBAGO.COM

WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES, CIRCLE 132 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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