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• The RV Mod Mindset: DIY Projects Made Easy
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YOU CAN DO IT!
The RV life really is the best life
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We do more than build RVs - we’re making dreams come 
true and passions ignite, through the RV lifestyle.

JAYCO, CIRCLE 110 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Nashville Nightlife
The Grand Ole Opry and Ryman Auditorium 

may get top billing, but catching dinner and 
a show on the Cumberland River aboard the 

General Jackson Showboat is another must-do 
during your visit to Music City. See page 16 . 
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 16 RV ROAD TRIP: 
  NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

If you’re wondering where to point your RV 
next, Music City is singing your song with 
country tunes, live shows, water sports, 
and a whole lot more.

22 HOT ENOUGH FOR YA? 
Full-time RVing influencers Crazy Family 
Adventure offers all you need to know to 
make the most of RVing this summer.

 26 SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
Not sure which type of RV you’re interested 
in buying? Check out our latest collection of 
all-new models that contains one of each.

 30 VAN-TASTIC CAMPERS
A look at how a group of happy RVers 
customized their vans to match their needs 
and personalities. 

ON THE COVER: Dale Comley and his converted DHL delivery Sprinter in the Lake District of North West England.  See more custom vans on page 30.
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The Braun UVL wheelchair lift is 
just one of many accessibility 

features on the new Winnebago 
Roam. See page 36.
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42 THE MOD MINDSET
It’s easy to transform your rig from 
“Made for everyone” into “Made just 
for you” with a little DIY know-how.

48 TAME YOUR MOTORHOME’S 
  SUSPENSION 

A DIY install of a few effective 
products designed to help improve 
the potentially wild ride of your 
F-53-based motorhome.

Life on the Road
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Enjoy the sand and surf while keeping 
your pup’s safety at the forefront.

56 THE ART OF MEDITATION
Enhance the RV lifestyle by finding 
your inner peace and discovering 
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A pinch of this, a dash of that … Do 
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WWhat do sisters, chocolate-chip cookies, po-
tatoes, left-handers, and even bowling have in 
common? There is a National Day of Celebra-
tion set aside each August for all of them. And 
while there are more serious days of celebra-
tion throughout the month (Purple Hearts, 
Humanitarians, and Women’s Equality), Au-
gust is one month where there isn’t a federally 
recognized holiday. So that 
means the month belongs 
to everybody—which is the 
perfect time to celebrate all 
things RV.

We start with an RV 
roundup sure to please even 
the biggest fans of each 
RV type and class. That’s 
because “Something for 
Everyone” includes a prime 
example of every type of RV. 
Turn to page 26 to find your 
new favorite. Or, for an inside look at a new accessible 
Class B motorhome, check out “Roam If You Want To” on 
page 36.

Interested in making your RV even more customized 
to your specific needs than it was straight off the lot? We 
tap into the expertise of our resident tech expert, James 
Adinaro, for a look at “The Mod Mindset,” beginning on 
page 42. He offers his tips, tricks, and hacks on how to 

Marcus Lemonis
Publisher
@marcuslemonis

WELCOME

HAPPY
EVERYTHING!

That means the
month belongs
to everybody—
which is the
perfect time
to celebrate all
things RV.

make your RV even more your own.
And finally, who doesn’t want to improve the ride of 

their motorhome? “Tame Your Motorhome’s Suspension,” 
beginning on page 48, details how to do just that, with 
products and concepts that may even translate to the 
heavy-duty vehicle towing your fifth-wheel.

Add to all that a profile on custom-van-conversion 
owners; a trip to Nashville, Tennessee; lip-smacking non-
alcoholic recipes for mocktails; and a blueprint for RVing 
in the summer months, and I’m certain you’ll find more 
than enough here to sink your teeth into. It’s everybody’s 
month, after all, so let’s all enjoy it to the fullest. 
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THE BUZZ

Best tips to stay cool on 
a hot day in the RV ... 
aaaand GO!

@LunaAmore14
Misters hanging off your 
RV awning & frozen 
cocktails.

@KurtMuller20
Use a fan to circulate the 
air, keep shades closed 
to block the sunlight, try 
to find a campsite with 
some shade to it. Keep 
the door closed as much 
as possible.

@HandyRandy05
First of all make sure you 
park in the shade. Open 
up all the windows and 
crack open an ice cold 
beverage.

@welch_tuers
Window air-conditioning 
is great to have for those 
really hot nights when 
it’s hard to sleep. Love it.

@chasinyllwlines
Copious amounts of ice 
coffee and fishing shorts 
that breathe and wick 
sweat.

CONNECT WITH US
info-rvmagazine@rv.com

 RVdotCom
 RV.com
 RV_com

FROM TWITTER

THREE STRIKES AND 
YOU’RE OUT
In 2018, we purchased a 2018 
Grand Design Momentum 
397TH toy hauler. It has 
two doors, one at the garage 
and one used for the main 

Revolution RV Step. We are 
very happy with the step, and it 
is adjustable and sturdier than 
even the folding steps. � e only 
thing we did, which isn’t a ma-
jor issue, was to put skid-free 
tape on the steps, especially for 
our dog. � e Torkli�  GlowStep 
also has a handrail as an acces-
sory as well as an attachment 
for cleaning boots/shoes. 
Kathy V., via email

PROBLEM SOLVED
We have a 2021 Grand Design 
Re� ection 303RLS � � h-wheel 
that we equipped with the four-
step model of the MORryde 
� ip tread entry step. We would 
never go back to the folding 
stairs that were on our previous 
two travel trailers. � ese MOR-
ryde steps are very lightweight 
so that my wife has no problem 
li� ing them, and I can easily do 
it with one hand. � e steps have 
adjustable feet so that they can 
handle any situation, and the 
steps � ip so that debris will fall 
o�  before securing them in the 
RV doorway.

We traveled more than 
5,000 miles last year and about 
3,000 miles this year so far with 
our RV, so we have made many 
rest stops as you can imagine. 
We have never had any issues 
with the stairs, either unable 
to drop them or to li�  them 
back in place at any stop. I try 

Here are some of the 
responses we received:
Here are some of the 
responses we received:

“HOW DO YOU HANDLE 
THE BULKY STEPS ON 

YOUR RV? DO YOU JUST 
GO WITH IT, OR HAVE YOU 

REPLACED YOUR OEM 
STEPS WITH A MORE 

USER-FRIENDLY MODEL?”

In the June issue, we asked:
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up all the windows and 
crack open an ice cold 
beverage.

@welch_tuers
Window air-conditioning 
is great to have for those 
really hot nights when 
it’s hard to sleep. Love it.

@chasinyllwlines
Copious amounts of ice 
coffee and fishing shorts 
that breathe and wick 
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two doors, one at the garage 
and one used for the main 

TRISTATE BBQ
I just got around to reading your March issue about grills. I would like to add the 
Kamado style of grill to the list of great outdoor camping grills. Last year I pur-
chased a Kamado Joe Jr. (kamadojoe.com) and it fits in my Winnebago Class C’s 
rear compartment. I’ve had all kinds of people asking me about the grill when 
I’m smoking a beer-can chicken or when doing an all-night smoke of a brisket. 
The food is absolutely delicious; so much better than a propane grill.  

We live in Wisconsin, and this past spring break we drove to Texas. On 
the way back we stopped at the 3 States Marker (Kansas, Missouri, and 
Oklahoma) so I got out the grill and made some fresh shrimp that we had 
just purchased the day before in Texas. As far as I know, I’m the only person 
to grill in three states at the same time!

On a side note: We love our Winnebago Class C Minnie Winnie 32 that 
we purchased at Camping World in Madison, Wisconsin. It’s our goal to hit 
all 48 states before our daughter graduates from high school in two years. 
We have nine more [states] to go as of today. - Lee Bely, Watertown, Wisconsin

WHERE 
ARE YOU?
I would like to know 
where the bridge is on 
the May 2022 cover. I’d 
like to visit there.
Deborah Johnson
via email

Editor’s Note: We 
received several requests 
for the bridge’s location 
and apologize for not 
including the speci� cs: Rainbow Bridge in 
Grand Lake, Colorado.

entrance. � e garage has the 
foldout steps, whereas the main 
entrance had the solid steps. At 
that time, they did not have the 
hydraulic adaptation.

Our � rst issue was storing 
the RV in an enclosed storage 
unit. We had to park on an 
angle to allow us to drop down 
the steps, which literally came 
within an inch of the wall.

Our second issue was the 
weight of the steps. � ey weigh 
more than 60 pounds, and with 
me being just under 5 feet tall 
and having back/shoulder is-
sues (plus recent hernia surgery 
in 2018), I could not li�  or let 
down the steps. And we, too, 
had issues when parked at rest 
areas with other rigs.

� e third issue is, if you do 
not hold the steps tightly or lose 
your grip on them when letting 
them down, you risk serious 
injury to yourself or possibly a 
child if he or she happens to be 
standing there. 

We also quickly deter-
mined that these steps, even 
with the hydraulic, are not 
our favorite. We did not like 
putting dirty, wet, and/or 
muddy steps inside (we have 
a 60-pound dog) our RV. We 
found that the � oors seem to 
get dirtier with solid steps.

We had the dealer remove 
them and install the Tork-
li�  International GlowStep 
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*Estimated APR, or Annual Percentage Rate, is the annual cost of the loan, which includes other charges and
fees. Actual rate, loan amount and term can vary depending on the lender, FICO score, credit history, lender 
assets/liquidity requirements, debit and payment to income ratios, collateral type, age of collateral, loan to
value, vehicle registration (LLC), loan type (Purchase versus Refinance), state of residency and other criteria.
RV Loan is for recreational pleasure use only; non-full timers. Rates are subject to loan program requirements 
and credit approval. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice based on market conditions and
borrower eligibility. Credit score can vary depending on the credit reporting agency. APR applied to the loan 
is the APR in effect on the date the application is received by the lender and is valid for 30 days upon credit 
approval. Above rates are for standard 2012 RV model year or newer. RV model years 2007 - 2011 are subject to a 
rate increase. Call for rates on diesel pushers model years 2002 - 2006. The maximum loan amount is calculated 
using wholesale trade in collateral value. Collateral value established using lender-approved industry valuation 
guide(s.). Other rates and loan terms are available. The following is an example of a recreational use refinance 
RV loan, your rate, term and processing fee may differ for your specific transaction. A $76,000 loan for 20 years 
with a fixed rate of 5.99% would have an estimated APR of 5.99% and 240 payments of $544.05. A refi processing 
fee of $385 cannot be included in the loan. Closing cost, official fees such as state tax, title and registration, FL 
doc stamp fee and/or UCC filing fees may apply. Some loan programs may not be available in all states. 
Good Sam Finance Center provided through Trident Funding LLC. © 2022 Good Sam Finance Center.
GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized 
use of any of GSE, LLC’s trademarks is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GSF62196-0622

Call 800.444.1476
Promo code: 208

Loans.GoodSam.com

Don't Wait!
Apply by

August 31, 2022

New &
Improved

for 2022!

Our new and improved 
Good Sam Finance Center offers 
competitive rates and terms to 
help you finance your RV. 
Now offering financing to 
credit scores as low as 600 and 
expanded loan options including 
2002 or newer model years 
through our network of lenders.

Great rates 
wherever
the road 
takes you.

APR is fixed for the life of the 
loan. Rates are accurate as of 
June 8, 2022. See our website for 
most current rates and terms, 
as well as financing for loan 
amounts below $50,000 and 
FICO scores as low as 600.

Pleasure use RV rates

20 year fixed 
APR* as low as

Refinance Rates

$200K+ 5.74%

$100K+ 5.99%

$60K 5.99%
FICO Score 800+

Purchase Rates

$200K+ 5.74%

$100K 5.99%

$50K 5.99%
FICO Score 800+

to pull to the right of the parking space so 
that when flipped down, the stairs are well 
within the white line. Finally, we occasion-
ally camp with two individuals with back 
issues and they have no problem getting up 
and down these steps.
Rich Ruthe, Palatine, Illinois

LISTEN UP!
As we were purchasing our current rig, 
the salesperson made the new solid steps 
sound like the greatest thing since sliced 
bread. I was skeptical and immediately my 
wife spotted the problem of dumping dirt 
inside as they were lifted. Sure enough, 
in the sandy lot after we all looked at the 
interior decor, the salesperson lifted the 
steps and dumped the sand inside! 

We have experienced every single prob-
lem readers Ray and Naomi wrote about in 
the June issue, and then some. Add to that 
we have a storage building we can no longer 
use until the steps are modified so they can 
be put down without hitting the wall. Plus, 
anyone who has tried to adjust the feet in 
the pouring rain knows how long it takes to 
get them right. The only good thing is that 
in a seasonal/year-round spot, they are more 
solid. We live in ours several months each 
year and I would give this positive up in a 
second to get the old pullout style. I have not 
been able to find any aftermarket swap, and 
in fact not even any company that gives an 
option on new rigs.

Manufacturers need to listen to pur-
chasers as much as they do to their design/
engineering staff.
Bob Heath, Center Harbor, New Hampshire

FAVORITE RV PRODUCTS 
In response to your question in the March 
issue about favorite products other RVers 
may not have heard of, we like the SnapPad 
(rvsnappad.com), which is described as 
the “World’s Only Permanent Jack Pad.” It 
makes campsite setup a lot easier because 
you do not have to kneel on the ground 
to put boards under the leveling feet. We 
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THE BUZZ

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

What are some of your favorite 
activities while at an RV park? Are 
there any amenities (such as sports 
courts) you’d like to see more of? 

have a class A Winnebago with automatic 
leveling and the SnapPads are permanently 
attached to the leveling feet.

Also, we like to use rechargeable 
walkie-talkies to help us safely back into 
campsites. 

Finally, I like Velcro One-Wrap ties 
(velcro.com) to keep power and extension 
cords neatly tied.
Linda Rogers, Lynchburg, Tennessee 

ERRATUM
In “Small RVs With Big Features” in the 
April issue, the text refers to the “wet bath” 
in the Leisure Travel Vans Wonder. Like all 
models in the Leisure Travel Vans lineup, 
the Wonder features a dry bath (separate 
lavatory and shower); the company does 
not make any wet-bath configurations.  
RV Magazine regrets the error. 

Tour the REKON 4x4 today at  
www.pleasureway.com/golive

• Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 2500 4x4
• 400-Watt solar panel package
• 400Ah Eco-Ion lithium (LiFePO4) batteries
• Xantrax™ 2000-Watt Pure-sine wave inverter
• Truma AquaGo® comfort plus water heater
• Dual 10-inch touchscreen control panels

• Murphy bed system: 70” x 72” 
• Truma VarioHeat 11,500 BTU furnace
• 124 cu. �. garage storage area
• 40 gal. heated fresh water tank
• Four season coach
• Private wet bath / gear locker

KEY FEATURES
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Learn more at campingworld.com/dish
Call 1-877-790-1540 to activate

• Quick and easy setup, no Wi-Fi or cell signal required.

• Watch on a TV, not a phone, in crystal-clear HD.

• Only pay for the months you use. No contracts needed.

• You don’t need DISH at home to get DISH Outdoors.

• Existing customers can get DISH Outdoors for only $5/mo.!

• Quick and easy setup, no Wi-Fi or cell signal required.

• Watch on a TV, not a phone, in crystal-clear HD.

• Only pay for the months you use. No contracts needed.

• You don’t need DISH at home to get DISH Outdoors.

• Existing customers can get DISH Outdoors for only $5/mo.!

Discover TV that 
travels with you.
Stay connected to live news, weather and sports
wherever the road takes you.
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  FOODIE

ÎLE D’ORLÉANS—
C’EST FANTASTIQUE!
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by T E R R I  P E T E R S O N  S M I T H

Tarte au 
Sirop 
d’Érable
(Maple 
Syrup Pie)
If you like pecan pie or chess pie, 
you’ll go for this Quebecois classic. 

On the Menu

1) Preheat oven to 350° F. In a heavy 
saucepan, bring maple syrup to a boil. 
Lower heat and simmer for 5 minutes.

2) Remove saucepan from heat and 
stir in the butter until it’s thoroughly 
melted. Whisk in the cream, flour, 
and salt. 

3) In a separate bowl, beat the eggs, 
then quickly whisk the eggs into 
the maple syrup mixture and blend 
completely.

4) Place one pie crust into a 9-inch pie 
plate. Pour in warm filling. 

5) Bake for 40–50 minutes until the 
center is golden brown and relatively 
firm.

6) Allow pie to cool at least one hour.

YOU’LL NEED


Say “bonjour” to Île 
d’Orléans, an island smack in 
the middle of the St. Lawrence 
River and about a 15-minute 
drive from Quebec City, 
Canada. With 450 years of 
French history, it’s called the 
cradle of French civilization in 
North America. Many descen-
dants of those early French 
settlers still live on the island, 
farming and producing artisan 
cheese, bread, wine, and cider 
as they have for hundreds of 
years. Climate tempered by 
the river, this garden island 
is famous for its agricultural 
bounty and its French culinary 
tradition. Served with a side 

of beautiful scenery, that’s 
a recipe that includes all the 
things we love about travel.
The Chemin Royal or “Royal 
Road,” loops around the 
21-mile-long, 4-mile-wide 
island, all with a view of the 
mighty St. Lawrence. It’s 
important to tour at a slow 
pace with frequent stops in 
charming villages and at farm 
stands with mouthwatering 
produce. Saltwater from the 
Atlantic Ocean begins to mix 
with the river’s fresh water 
near the vast wild point of 
Saint-François, which offers 
gorgeous vistas and a haven 
for migratory birds.

Syrup Pie)Syrup Pie)
If you like pecan pie or chess pie, 
you’ll go for this Quebecois classic. 

YOU’LL NEED

Syrup Pie)Syrup Pie)
If you like pecan pie or chess pie, 
you’ll go for this Quebecois classic. 

YOU’LL NEED

MAKE IT


 One Pillsbury 
refrigerated 
pie crust (two 
if you want to 
make cutouts 
for the top)

 1¹⁄₂ cup pure 
maple syrup 
(do not use 

any artificial 
substitutes)

 6 tbsp butter
¹⁄₂ cup heavy 
cream

 1 tbsp flour
¼ tsp salt

 2 eggs
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6) Allow pie to cool at least one hour.

Heartland North Trail 25BHPS
Whip up that decadent maple syrup pie for the family on the 
beautiful butcher-block-style kitchen countertops in the bunk-
house North Trail 25BHPS. A U-shaped dinette and fridge are 
housed in the single slide of this sub-30-foot travel trailer. For 
perfect viewing from the dinette, a 50-inch HDTV resides over 

WHY WE LIKE IT Hidden storage in sliding counter under TV  | Large multi-shelf pantry | Exterior kitchen under 18-foot power awning

an optional fireplace. The open-concept layout is enhanced by 
the new-for-2022 light-colored farmhouse interior and designer 
accent walls. The master bedroom features a gel-infused resi-
dential king mattress with storage underneath. heartlandrvs.com

LOCAL FLAVORS

A view from the observation tower 
in Saint-François at the eastern tip

of Île d’Orléans, Quebec.
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LOW

HIGH

Here are two interesting wines to 
match the syrupy sweetness of the 
pie. These are fortified wines with 
high alcohol contents, so a small 
pour (2–3 ounces) will do. Though 
Marsala is often thought of as a 
cooking wine, Ostinato Fine Ambra 
Dolce from Sicily is an elegant 
sweet amber Marsala on par with 
other fortified wines such as Port 
and Madeira. This one has hints of 
dried fruit. $15. Warre’s ages its 
Otima 10 Year Old Tawny Port in 
oak casks which adds a mellowness 
to the rich, fruity flavors of this wine 
from, no surprise, Portugal. $35. 

F I N E  P A I R I N G S

1 Savings data based on 09/2021 survey of customers who switched to the policies produced by Good Sam for affiliates 
in the National General Group, Winston-Salem, NC. Individual savings, if any, will vary. Cost will vary based on insurer 
and coverage selections.

2 Summary descriptions. Pay plans, coverages, discounts, features, benefits, availability, and eligibility may vary by state 
and insurer and are subject to terms and conditions. 

© 2022 Good Sam Insurance Agency. GOOD SAM and the GOOD SAM ICON are registered trademarks of Good Sam 
Enterprises, LLC. Unauthorized use is expressly prohibited. All rights reserved. GSI62207-0622

We represent the nation’s top RV specialty carriers!
GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/VJ

DOES YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY OFFER
SPECIALIZED RV COVERAGE?

530$

EACH YEAR!1

SAVE AN 
AVERAGE OF

The Good Sam Insurance Agency offers top-of-the-line 
specialized RV coverage2 that fits your needs and your 

budget with options and features like:

Full Replacement Cost Option 
provides you with a new RV if 
yours is ever lost or stolen in a 
covered claim

Permanent Attachment 
Coverage protects things like 
outside awnings, antennas, and 
satellite dishes

Storage Option can save you as 
much as 53% on your premium 
when you’re not using your RV

Personal Effects Option covers 
the cost of your personal 
belongings up to $3,000

Full-Timer Liability Coverage 
provides protection for those 
who live in their RV at least six 
months of the year

877-712-6489
mention savings code TD-VJ
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What to drink when you’re not drinking? There is certainly enough variety of 
nonalcoholic beers, wines, and spirits that taste like alcohol to keep most 
social drinkers happy. For those not so enamored by the taste (or effects) of 

alcohol, there are unlimited combinations to whip up, and you mixologists and cocktail 
connoisseurs out there likely have already created your own tasty concoctions. I’m a fan 
of sparkling water—flavored and non-flavored—and enjoy experimenting with those by 
adding in fresh-squeezed citrus juices, pomegranate juice, or fresh berries—muddled or 
tossed in whole. We’ve included a few simple drinks sans alcohol that can be made in no 
time so that you can get back to relaxing at your campsite. And don’t forget the snacks 
before reclining in that comfy chair! 

Fresh mint leaves not only 
up the fun and color factor 

in drinks but off er plenty 
of health benefi ts. Mint is 
packed with antioxidants 

and can help improve 
brain function. 

ON TAP THIS MONTH

Can we interest you in a mocktail? Nonalcoholic 
drinks are just as tasty as their harder brethren 
and are better for your mind and body.

SIP SIP
HOORAY!
by D O N Y A  C A R L S O N

PINEAPPLE BERRY 
“MARGARITA”

This blended refreshment 
tastes wonderful on a hot 

summer day. Put ingredients 
in a blender and whir until 
good consistency. The lime 
juice cuts the sweetness. 

Add some water if you like a 
thinner consistency. 

• 1 cup pineapple juice 
• 1 cup frozen blackberries
• 1 banana
• Dash of lime juice
• Ice

MANGO MINT 
MOJITO

Muddle mango and mint 
leaves together, add in the 
limeade, and stir. Pour into 
glass with ice and top with 

ginger beer for a spicy zing (or 
tone it down by substituting 

sparkling water or ginger 
ale). Garnish with fresh mint 

leaves and mango.  

• 1 cup chopped mango
• 5–6 mint leaves
• 3 tbsp limeade 
• Ginger beer (nonalcoholic) 

RASPBERRY-LEMON 
COOLER

Simmer raspberries, water, 
and sugar for about 15 

minutes. Strain syrup. Add ice 
to a glass, pour in 1–3 ounces 
syrup, fresh-squeezed lemon 
juice (both depend on size of 
glass and how sweet/sour 

you like your drink), and water. 

• 1 cup raspberries
• 1 cup water 
• 1 cup sugar
• Fresh-squeezed lemon juice
• Water or sparkling water PH
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The rugged new HIKE 100 sleeps up to 3, has lots of room for gear, comes 

with a long list of features, yet is light enough to tow with smaller vehicles.

SEE ALL 5 FLOORPLANS AND LEARN MORE AT WINNEBAGO.COM

©2022 Winnebago

B E S T 
C A M P S I T E 
E V E R .
N O W  AVA I L A B L E  T O  G O .

WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES, CIRCLE 125 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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NASHVILLE,NASHVILLE,
IT’S A GRAND 

OLE TIME IN 
MUSIC CITY, 

WHERE 
COUNTRY 

TUNES MEET 
WORLD-CLASS 
SHOWS, RIVER 

LIFE, AND 
DELICIOUS 

DISHES.

B Y  J U L I E  P E R R Y  N E L S O N 
@ T R A V E L _ F E R R E T

NASHVILLE,
The sound of guitars, pianos, and heartfelt vocals 

fill the air when exploring the streets of Nashville. 
Familiar songs and future hits waft out of bars, 

restaurants, and historic venues. Welcome to “Music City.”
Nashville is known as a country music mecca, but the 

city has strong ties to bluegrass, R&B, and even rock. 
Stroll along Lower Broadway, aka “Honky Tonk Highway” 
or step into a bar on Printers Alley for live music daily. 
Years ago, I saw Johnny Cash filming a Christmas special at 
the Grand Ole Opry. As a kid, I couldn’t understand why he 
sang the same songs over and over (retakes for TV), but as 
an adult I count myself lucky to have seen a music legend 
in person.

But Nashville has more to offer than music. Historic 
homes, tree-lined parkways, unique museums, and water 
sports on nearby lakes provide plenty of entertainment 
options. My favorite place in Nashville is the Parthenon. 
When I was younger, I loved scrambling up the massive 
steps to the city’s homage to another nickname, the 
“Athens of the South.”

What will your memories of Nashville be? Stay awhile 
and have a legendary time.

M U S I C  |  S H O W S  |  M U S E U M S  |  N O S T A L G I A  |  F U N

TENNESSEE

Visitors aboard the 
General Jackson 
Showboat are 
treated to a lively 
show celebrating 
the music of some 
of America’s iconic 
river towns.
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MUST-DO
No trip to Nashville is complete without seeing the Grand Ole 
Opry show that helped put country music on the map. Each show 
features eight or more acts from new stars to country legends. 
Performances can be enjoyed at two historic locations: the Grand 
Ole Opry (opry.com) and the Ryman Auditorium (ryman.com). 
Both venues off er post-show tours for a peek behind the scenes.

OFF THE
BEATEN PATH
Cruise the Cumberland River as it 
winds through Nashville on one 
of the US’s largest paddle-wheel 
boats. The General Jackson Show-
boat (generaljackson.com) hosts 
the lively “Rollin’ on the River” 
song-and-dance show during their 
dinner cruises.

ON THE MENU
Dine at the world-famous Bluebird 
Café (bluebirdcafe.com) and maybe 
catch the next up-and-coming 
country stars trying out their newest 
songs. Add a delicious micro-brewed 
soda to your salad or basket meal 
and enjoy the show. Reservations are 
highly recommended for this 90-seat 
venue offering two shows nightly.

STAY
HERE Two Rivers Campground (tworiverscampground.com) is conveniently 

located less than 3 miles from the Grand Ole Opry. The Good Sam 
Park has a full-service concierge desk to help with reservations for 
area attractions and restaurants. There is also a shuttle from the park 
to downtown so you can leave your rig behind.

MUST-DO
The Hermitage (the

hermitage.com), a National 
Historic Landmark and 

home of President Andrew 
Jackson, comprises more 
than 1,000 acres and 30 
historic buildings. After 
touring the grounds, be 

sure to catch “The Duel,” 
an informative experience 
complete with a duel per-

formed by reenactors.
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Dine at the world-famous Bluebird 
) and maybe 

catch the next up-and-coming 
country stars trying out their newest 
songs. Add a delicious micro-brewed 
soda to your salad or basket meal 
and enjoy the show. Reservations are 
highly recommended for this 90-seat 
venue offering two shows nightly.

) is conveniently 
located less than 3 miles from the Grand Ole Opry. The Good Sam 
Park has a full-service concierge desk to help with reservations for 
area attractions and restaurants. There is also a shuttle from the park 

ON THE MENU
The Chef & I (thechefandinashville

.com) offers a different take on dinner 
and a show. The restaurant features a 
“Show Kitchen” where you can watch 
the chef prepare your gourmet meal. 
To delight your tastebuds, try their 

five- or seven-course tastings.

STAY HERE
Cedar Creek Campground (recreation

.gov) is a relaxing place to stay. Camp-
sites are grassy with plentiful shade 

trees. The campground is located on a 
peninsula in Old Hickory Lake and is a 

terrific place for bird-watching.

OFF THE
BEATEN PATH

Lane Motor Museum (lanemotor
museum.org) houses the largest 
collection of European cars and 

motorcycles in the US. The eclectic 
group of 150 vehicles are maintained 

in working order and range from 
bizarre to beautiful.



TENNESSEE

W E E K E N D  W A R R I O R S
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  RV ROAD TRIP | nashville, tennessee

MUST-DO
One of the most impressive and unexpected sights in Nash-
ville is the Parthenon (nashville.gov/departments/parks/
parthenon). Built in 1897, the massive structure is a full-scale 
replica of Greece’s Parthenon. Step inside and be dazzled by 
the 42-foot-tall golden statue of Athena, Greek goddess of 
wisdom and war.

OFF THE BEATEN PATH
The kids will beg to go on Nashville’s 

Underground Donut Tour (underground 
donuttour.com/nashville-downtown-
donut-tour). The walking tour visits 

multiple doughnut shops where guests 
sample delectable bites while learning 

about the history of the music scene on 
Broadway along the way.



F A M I L Y  R V E R S

about the history of the music scene on 
Broadway along the way.


ON THE MENU
Elliston Place Soda Shop (ellistonplace
sodashop.com) is known for their 
“meat-and-three” plates with three 
yummy sides accompanying their 
entrees. The made-from-scratch 
comfort food and the soda shop’s 
shakes will satisfy even the hungriest 
teenager.

STAY HERE
Nashville Shores Lakeside Resort 
(nashvilleshores.com/rv-sites) is located 
on Percy Priest Lake, where campers 
can rent jet skis or get discount 
admission to the on-site waterpark or 
Treetop Adventure Park. With so many 
fun things to do, the kids may never 
want to leave this Good Sam Park!

ProductSpotlight
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

COMFORT.
CONTROL.

CONFIDENCE.
Why LiquidSpring? Because 

everyone should feel cool in the 
Captain’s Chair of their Forever 
Home on Wheels! Why worry 

about crosswinds or a passing semi?
Why yell over the vibrations 

just to chat with your family or 
friends? Why fight the road when 

you can enjoy the journey? 

Come see us at “America’s 
Largest RV Show” in Hershey, PA 
for a chance to test drive and be 
registered to win $1000 towards 

your LiquidSpring Smart 
Suspension System!  

Visit us at
www.LiquidSpring.com

to learn more.
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ROLLING OFF 
the LINE

Our 2023 lineup of Class A and Super C coaches is here, and they’re 

itching to hit the road. With options ranging from gas to diesel to the 

most luxurious coaches on the road, they’re all loaded with features, 

options, and the classic Newmar quality that makes these the best way 

to experience a road trip. Plus, the Bay Star, Essex, and Dutch Star—the 

best-selling Class A diesel coach on the market—are all new this year.

See them all at NewmarCorp.com.
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  RV ROAD TRIP | nashville, tennessee


OFF THE BEATEN PATH

Jack Daniel’s is the most famous maker of 
whiskey in Tennessee, but there are many 

other fine distilleries in the state. Join a tour 
at Nelson’s Green Brier Distillery (greenbrier 

distillery.com) and learn firsthand what 
makes Tennessee Whiskey unique.

F U L L - T I M E  R V E R S

MUST-DO
Beautiful photographs and mem-

orabilia chronicle the history of 
Nashville’s signature sound at 

the Country Music Hall of Fame 
(countrymusichalloff ame.org). The 
expansive museum tells the story 
of the origins of country music up 

to today’s artists.

Spacious, shady campsites await 
visitors at Seven Points Camp-
ground (recreation.gov/camping/
campgrounds/232702). Book 
early to snag an inexpensive lakeside spot. 
The peaceful campground has a boat dock
as well as a swim beach. The Corps of 
Engineers park is surrounded by lovely 
woods and grasslands. 

STAY
HERE


ON THE MENU

Acme Feed & Seed (acmefeedandseed.com) 
seems to have it all in its 130-year-old his-
toric building. The first floor is a honky-tonk 
with casual fare while the second floor is a 

sports bar. The next floor up is a large music 
venue, and the rooftop bar has expansive 

views of the city. Take your pick!
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Here are some tips from a full-time 
RVer on how to cool off  at the campsite 

during the intense summer heat.

I N S P I R A T I O N  |  K E E P  Y O U R  C O O L

B Y  B R Y A N N A  R O Y A L  @ C R A Z Y F A M I L Y A D V E N T U R E

Hot weather is a 
great “excuse” 

for a cheat 
day on your 

diet. After you 
sweat away the 

calories on 
an early 

morning walk, 
cool down with 

a late-afternoon 
ice-cream cone.
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RVing in the summer
is always a great time. There are 
lakes to swim in, creeks to play in, 
and so many hiking trails to explore. 
We all know that with summer 
comes heat, and RVs don’t always 
mix well with the heat.

Our number-one tip is to avoid 
places where it is really hot during 
the summer. Instead, enjoy those 
places in the spring and fall, and 
head to the northern states for the 
hot summer months. Be sure to 
make plans ahead of time for where 
you will be staying and what you 
will be doing. 

After being on the road for 
seven summers, our family has 
learned that the hot summer 
months are a perfect time to visit 
some of our favorite places like 
Montana, Washington, and Canada. 
Even with that knowledge, though, 

we have been caught smack-dab in 
the south or middle states when it 
has been ridiculously HOT! When 
it hits 95° F outside and your RV 
is 80° inside with the air condi-
tioner blasting, you’ll want to come 
up with some other solutions for 
keeping cool. 

Where to Stay
The higher the elevation, the better, 
as this normally means the tem-
perature will be cooler. High-desert 
locations are great since the days 
are warm and sunny, but the nights 
cool off by 20–30°. Parking near a 
large body of water usually means 
the temperature is a bit cooler. We 
love high-desert locations by the 
water for the summer months for 
this reason. 

Park in the shade whenever 
possible. It’s amazing how much 

Cover the 

shower skylight 

to block the 

sunlight and 

heat from 

coming in.

Cook outside as much as possible. Nothing heats up an RV more than the propane stove or an oven set at 400°.

If you prefer to 
not run the air 

conditioner or you 
are boondocking, 

be sure to open 
the roof vents and 
windows for good 

air circulation.
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being in the shade can reduce the temperature in your RV, which 
allows the air conditioner(s) to work better. 

Park facing north. In the morning, the rising sun from the 
east will hit your RV’s entry-door side and is usually not as 
intense as in the afternoon. As the day goes on and the sun 
becomes more intense, it will be on the other side of your RV, 
so you can still keep the entry door open for air circulation as 
well as deploy the awning(s) to offer shade on the door side of 
the rig. This will make sitting at the picnic table or in your lawn 
chairs much more comfortable.

Get a site with electric hookups. As a rule of thumb, you can 
normally expect an RV’s air conditioner to drop the tempera-
ture anywhere from 10–20° depending on how hot it is, the 
size of the RV, and how many air conditioners are in your rig. If 
you have a 50-amp rig, be sure to get a 50-amp site so there 
is enough power to run the air conditioner(s) and anything else 

needed in your rig.
Stay somewhere with a pool or lake so you can spend the 

hottest time of the day in the water. There have been multiple 
times we have brought our chairs out to sit in the lake with our 
feet in the water while enjoying a drink to cool off. 

Also look for RV parks and campgrounds with recreation 
rooms or a clubhouse where you can hang out if your rig just is 
not getting cool enough. 

RV To-Do List 
 Use Reflectix (reflectixinc.com) thermal insulating material in 

all windows to reflect the sun. It is amazing how helpful this is 
for keeping your rig cool. This especially goes for motorhomes 
with a big windshield. Pro Tip: You can find rolls of Reflectix 
at most home-improvement stores, the company website, or 
even Amazon. 

being in the shade can reduce the temperature in your RV, which 
allows the air conditioner(s) to work better. 

Park facing north. In the morning, the rising sun from the 
east will hit your RV’s entry-door side and is usually not as 
intense as in the afternoon. As the day goes on and the sun 
becomes more intense, it will be on the other side of your RV, 
so you can still keep the entry door open for air circulation as 
well as deploy the awning(s) to offer shade on the door side of 
the rig. This will make sitting at the picnic table or in your lawn 
chairs much more comfortable.

Get a site with electric hookups. As a rule of thumb, you can 
normally expect an RV’s air conditioner to drop the tempera-
ture anywhere from 10–20° depending on how hot it is, the 
size of the RV, and how many air conditioners are in your rig. If 
you have a 50-amp rig, be sure to get a 50-amp site so there 
is enough power to run the air conditioner(s) and anything else 

It may seem obvious, but 
cooling off  in a body of 

water is a great way to beat 
the heat and enjoy some 

exercise. Cliff -jumping and 
tubing in Bend, Oregon, is 

a favorite pastime of Crazy 
Family Adventure. When the 
sun goes down, enjoy movie 

night under cool skies. 
Be sure not to disturb 

your neighbors.
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If your RV is outfi tted 
with incandescent 

light bulbs, swap them 
out with LEDs that 
generate less heat. 
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 Deploy your RV’s awning or window 
shades to keep as much sun off your 
RV’s side walls as possible. Pro Tip: 
Never leave the awning(s) out when 
you aren’t by your RV. You never know 
when a gust of wind is going to come 
out of nowhere! 

 Be sure to have your RV’s air condi-
tioner serviced before you hit the road 
during the hot summer months so 
that it can be in tip-top shape when 
you need it most. 

 Buy fans to run inside your RV. If 
you are going to be boondocking, you 
can get the battery-operated fans 
that aren’t as powerful as the corded 
ones, but when you are hot, they do 
offer some relief.

 Invest in a portable air conditioner. 
If you find you are going to be staying 
stationary someplace where the 
temperature is always 85°-plus you 
may want to look into portable A/C 

options. Be aware this means you 
will have to vent it outside and since 
RVs aren’t prepped for this, so you 
may have to get creative. 

 Electronics can also heat up 
your RV, as can sitting close to 
others in a small space. For this 
reason, watching a movie outside 
on a projector is a great option for 
some late-night entertainment. 
Just be sure you don’t disturb your 
neighbors.

To-Do List for Yourself
 Stay hydrated. Make sure you are 

drinking more water than normal. 

 Wear light and breathable clothing. 
No one looks down at you for walking 
around in your bathing suit all day at 
a campground. And if you do, be sure 
to apply plenty of sunscreen.

 Eat light food and cool fruits and 
vegetables. 

K E E P  Y O U R  C O O L

If you can find an RV site under a canopy of trees, 
cooling down can be as simple as an afternoon nap 
in the shade. A light breeze here is a definite bonus. 

Because your RV’s appliances can heat up the interior 
in a hurry, try to cook meals outside as often as 

possible. Besides, it’s tough to beat a nice grilled 
meal after a long day of exploring.
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 Always have a frosty beverage in the fridge 
ready for when you need it. 

A Few RV Upgrades
Not all RVs come with individual window 
awnings. If yours doesn’t have any, consider 
installing them.

If you plan to boondock, talk to a solar- 
power-system installer about how much 
solar your RV would need to be able to run 
the air conditioner. This will never make your 
rig ice-cold but may help cool it down a few 
degrees during the hottest time of the day. 
Be sure to ask about a soft starter for the air 
conditioner. 

An RV refrigerator puts off a lot of heat 
and has to work especially hard when it is 
hot outside. One upgrade you can do is to 
install a fan behind the fridge (accessible 
from the outside compartment where your 
RV’s refrigerator is located). You can also 
put a small fan inside the fridge to circulate 
the cool air. Consider adding a shade device 
outside on the fridge side of your RV to keep 
direct sunlight from beating down on the re-
frigerator side.

Yellowstone Hot Springs 
Campground (yellowstone 
hotspringsmt.com), located 
right on the Yellowstone 
River outside of Gardiner, 
Montana, is a great option 
if you are looking for 
RV sites with hookups. 
Carbella Rec Site (blm
.gov) is the go-to if you 
are looking for a boon-
docking option right on 
the river. Montana can 
be hot during the day, 
but cools down nicely at 
night, especially if you are 
right on the water. Plus, 
Yellow stone Hot Springs 
has an ice-cold pool you 
can visit if you like. 

Yellowstone’s Fishing 
Bridge RV Park (nps.gov) 
is always a good area as it 
is high in elevation, which 
helps keep the tempera-
ture down, especially at 
night. It has even snowed 
there in July!

Parkside Campground (fs
.usda.gov) in Red Lodge, 
Montana, is a nice option 
as well. There are no 
hookups, but since it’s in 
the forest you’ll enjoy lots 
of shade. Plus, you’ll be 
camped right on the river. 

The Pacific Northwest 
is almost always a good 
option as it seems to be 
way cooler than anywhere 
else in the US. And if you 
are camped near the 
coast, it can be 30° cooler 
than farther inland. 

Banff and Jasper national 
parks (pc.gc.ca) in Canada 
are amazing places to visit 
and are normally a com-
fortable temperature in 
the summer months. 

Bend, Oregon (visitbend
.com), is a great option if 
you are looking for warm 
weather during the day, 

but cooler nights. We 
enjoy spending our days 
swimming and tubing in 
the rivers, while still having 
a cool night’s sleep. 

Glacier National Park
(nps.gov/glac) is our 
favorite national park and 
is a great place to visit in 
the summer months for 
cooler temperatures. Plus, 
as you drive the Going-to-
the-Sun Road up to Logan 
Pass (keep in mind that 
there are vehicle size re-
strictions) the temperature 
can drop drastically. It is 
perfect hiking weather. 

If you want to avoid the 
crowds you can also head 
to Big Arm State Park 
(fwp.mt.gov) on Flathead 
Lake in Montana to stay 
right on the water. There 
are no hookups but you 
are right on the lake. It is 
gorgeous. 
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WITH SO MAN Y RV S TO 
CHOOSE FROM, THERE ’S 
SURE TO BE ONE THAT ’S 

JUS T RIGHT FOR YOU 
AND YOUR L IFE S T Y L E .

Those just entering the 
world of RVing are probably 
in full brain overload trying 
to figure out the terminology 

when it comes to types of RVs, or which 
of those types might be best suited for 
their lifestyle and travel plans. That’s 
understandable. RV dealer lots and 
websites present potential buyers with 

myriad choices, which could make it 
difficult knowing where to begin in the 
search for the right RV. 

So, let’s boil it down to the basics. 
RVs fall into two types, motorized and 
towables, and eight general categories 
under those two designations: Class A 
motorhome, Class B motorhome, Class C 
motorhome, travel trailer, fifth-wheel, toy 
hauler, and pop-up (folding tent trailer). 
And of course, pickup campers are also 
considered RVs. All can have subcatego-
ries depending on the size, weight, and 
design of the particular model. 

We’ve highlighted some great 
examples of the above to give a little 
more insight to what awaits you when 
beginning your search for the RV that 
best fits your particular lifestyle and 
travel needs. As you can see, there’s 

something for everyone.  PH
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Palomino RV’s Backpack SS-
1251 pop-up pickup camper is 
ideal for couples who want maxi-
mum mobility and versatility.

RVS |  W HAT’S  N EW
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C L A S S  C :
W I N N E B A G O  V I E W  2 4 D 
Few Class C motorhomes deliver the 
comfort, luxury, handling, and fuel 
economy of Winnebago’s diesel-pow-
ered View 24D. This 25-foot, 6-inch RV 
is built on the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 
chassis powered by a 3.0-liter six-
cylinder turbo-diesel. The plush U-shape 
dinette, a comfortable sofa that converts 
into a queen-sized Murphy bed, spacious 
rear bath, induction cooktop, curved 
cabinets, and a cab-over bunk provide 
the comforts of home when camping on 
or off the grid. The 24D sleeps a family of 
four in blissful comfort. MSRP: $198,488
winnebago.com

P I C K U P  C A M P E R :
P A L O M I N O  B A C K P A C K  S S - 1 2 5 1 
Palomino’s Backpack SS-1251 is a half-
ton-friendly slide-in pickup camper. 
The low profile when in travel mode of 
this 14-foot, 10-inch slide-in, with its 
soft-sided electric pop-up roof, helps 
save on fuel costs when transporting 
this 1,795-pound camper. Amenities 
include a queen bed over the cab, foot 
lockers and overhead shelves for storage, 
two-burner LP-gas stove and a wet bath. 
A 20K-Btu furnace and three-way fridge 
also contribute to this entry-level slide-in’s 
basic off-grid camp duties. MSRP: $26,433
palominorv.com

Mercedes-Benz 
diesel-powered Class C 
RVs like the Winnebago 
View (and sister model 

Navion) are fast 
becoming the favor-

ite mode of family 
RVing because of their 
driving ease, great fuel 
economy, comfort, and 

amenities. 
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F I F T H - W H E E L :
J A Y C O  N O R T H  P O I N T  3 8 0 R K G S 
Floorplans in fifth-wheel RVs can be very 
similar, but one that stands out is Jayco’s 
2022 North Point 380RKGS with a raised 
rear kitchen and full-size residential 
stainless appliances. It’s a camp chef’s 
dream. At the other end of this luxuriously 
appointed 14,000-pound, 42-foot, 3-inch 
fiver is the raised master suite with its 
queen bed, roomy walk-in closet, and 
adjoining bathroom. The “sunken” amidships 
living room has opposing trifold sofas and an 
entertainment center with a 50-inch TV and 
electric fireplace. MSRP: $120,750
jayco.com 
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C L A S S  A :  E N T E G R A  C O A C H  E M B L E M  3 6 H 
The 38-foot, 2-inch Emblem 36H from Entegra Coach, built on the industry standard 
gasoline-powered Ford F-53 chassis, is one of the most comfortable, largest, and 
easiest to drive of the gas-powered Class A motorhomes. This motorhome’s spacious 
interior is richly appointed with residential-sized appliances, a big bathroom, triple 
slideouts, and a beautiful master suite with king bed. The 23-foot awning, exterior 
entertainment system, 5,000-watt 
Onan generator, and an abundance of 
storage are just part of a long list of 
the Emblem 36H’s standard features. 
MSRP: $225,795
entegracoach.com

P O P - U P  T R A I L E R :  R O C K W O O D  2 2 8 0 B H E S P 
Pop-up tent trailers such as the Rockwood 2280BHESP (Extreme 
Sports Package) gives any family who owns a smaller vehicle 
the opportunity to enjoy outdoor adventures in comfort and 
style. At just 2,559 pounds, this diamond-plated tent trailer has 
the interior room to easily accommodate four people along with 
storage spaces for all the gear and toys. Solar power, 20K-Btu 
furnace, outside griddle, and power roof lift are just a sample of 
the ESP’s many cool features. MSRP: $23,882
forestriverinc.com

y appointed with residential-sized appliances, a big bathroom, triple 
slideouts, and a beautiful master suite with king bed. The 23-foot awning, exterior 

C L A S S  B :
P L E A S U R E - W A Y  R E K O N  4 X 4 
Pleasure-Way’s REKON 4x4 is a Class B 
camper van designed for adventuresome 
RVers who want to tackle the backroads. It’s 
built on the diesel-powered Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter 2500 4x4 chassis with a 124-cubic-
foot “garage”—the largest of any 19-foot 
camper van. A 70-by-72-inch Murphy bed, 
advanced lithium battery system, 400-watt 
roof-mounted solar array, dual-function wet 
bath/gear locker, and massive 40-gallon 
freshwater tank with ducted heat from the 
furnace show the practicality in its design. 
MSRP: $175,500
pleasureway.com

RVS F OR E VE RYON E
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574.293.1581   |   www.MORryde.com

•  Fully assembled
•  Finished floor with carpet
•  Easy installation
•  800 lb capacity
•  Durable powder coat

CARGO TRAYS

•  Available in 60% 
and 80% extension*

•  Extended height kit 
available

Convenient Storage Solutions for Your RV Gear
* Check MORryde.com for more details on extensions. 

•  Fully assembled
•  Finished floor with carpet
•  Easy installation
•  800 lb capacity

CARGO TRAYS

•  Available in 60% vailable in 60% Available in 60% A
and 80% extension*and 80% extension*
Extended height kit 

Lance is a premier builder 
of pickup campers, but the 
company also builds great 
travel trailers such as the 
new Lance 2075. Enter-
taining and comfortable 
surroundings are at the 
heart of this beautifully 
appointed 24-foot, 9-inch, 
6,800-pound GVWR travel 

trailer. Top features include 
a wrap-around U-shaped 
dinette surrounded by 
windows, built-in wine rack, 
and an optional external 
rear pullout kitchen. 
Bluetooth can control nearly 
every function from your 
smartphone or tablet with 
the iN-Command Control 
System app. The list of 
standard features is long, 
the fun never-ending. 
MSRP: $71,518
lancecamper.com

T O Y  H A U L E R :  N O R T H W O O D  D E S E R T  F O X  2 4 A S 
Need to bring your toys along in the same trailer that will be 
the base camp? Northwood’s wide-body Desert Fox 24AS toy 
hauler allows just that with its 12-foot-long garage big enough 
to park a side-by-side, ATV, or multiple quads, motorcycles, or 
snowmobiles. A certified off-road chassis, solid-core anchor 
blocks in the garage, built-in pressure washer, 40-gallon 
fueling station, opposing convertible sofas, heated holding 
tanks, and a well-appointed living area with residential-style 
cabinets are just a few of this 30-foot, 2-inch four-season toy 
hauler’s highlights. MSRP: $76,922
northwoodmfg.com 
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B Y  T O M  M O R R

THESE HOME-BREWED RV CONVERSIONS FOR 
LIFE ON THE ROAD FEATURE ALL THE CREATURE 

COMFORTS IN A SMALL FOOTPRINT.

I N S P I R A T I O N  |  V A N  C O N V E R S I O N S

VAN-TASTIC
CAMPERS
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exceed EPA recommendations for healthy 
interior air quality were used. One example is 
sheep’s-wool insulation, sourced from Havelock 
Wool. A pullout cooler sits under a kitchen 
cabinet, and the sink is fed by 12 gallons of 
onboard water. Auxiliary power is supplied by a 

pair of roof-mounted Renogy solar panels and a compact 
EcoFlow generator. The paint is an eco-friendly lime-based 
Roman Clay from Portola Paints. Rachel also likes its 
“cave-like quality while maintaining luminescence.” 

Rachel says, “I was able to craft almost every item 
from salvaged materials I had on hand or were donated.” 
She made the cabinet pulls and some of the utensils from a 
fallen backyard cedar tree.  

One interior accent has special significance. Rachel 
made the window coverings from her grandfather’s 1950s’ 
USAF parachute. “I had to give a nod to one of the greatest 
adventurers I know!” she says. rachelfarrington.com.
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More than ever, people are opting out of offi  ces in 
favor of more adventurous, outdoors-oriented lives. 

Custom vans are experiencing their biggest 
resurgence since their 1970s’ heyday. But instead of shag 
carpeting and lava lamps, current customizing trends 
incorporate adventure-focused modifi cations. We’ve 
compiled inspiring examples of homebuilt homes on 
wheels created on vehicles readily available in the US 
(Europe and Australia have thriving camper-conversion 
communities, many using compact diesel-powered 
delivery vans common in those countries).

GREEN VAN GO -ANYWHERE
Hilary Bird got burned out on corporate life and decided to 
become a self-employed digital nomad. She and her dad, Jim, 
quarantine-converted a van into a work-from-anywhere 
vehicle, all on a $10,000 budget.

The Birds started with a 1999 Ford E-250 van, purchased 
online sight-unseen from a Canadian seller for $6,200. The 
vehicle was formerly a Holiday Inn shuttle, evidenced by its 
green paint and orange stripes. While Hilary’s recently retired 
dad performed routine mechanical maintenance, she designed 
the interior conversion, consulting with other van-lifers. 
Repurposed parts and materials such as scrap wood from her 
parents’ New Hampshire garage and basement allowed the 
van’s interior to be transformed for only $1,700.

Hilary and her dad created a flip-top sink, mounted in a 
scrap-plywood cabinet that doubles as a mounting location for 
dual 12-volt RV batteries, an inverter, and an easily accessible 
fuse panel. Hilary documented the van’s transformation on 
Instagram (@green.van.go). She blogs about budget van life on 
her website greenvango.com.

DESIGNER’S GETAWAY
Rachel Farrington is a Texas- 
based designer, painter, and 
sculptor. Seeking a diversion 
from pandemic stress, she 
and her husband, Mark, 
channeled creative energy 
into an adventure-van 
conversion.

The Farringtons chose 
a 2019 Ford Transit van as 
their platform. Specializing in 
interior design using healthy 
materials, Rachel applied 
her day-job expertise to the 
van conversion. Wherever 
possible, materials that 

Top three: The custom oak-
trimmed cabinets in Hilary’s 
Green Van store a 5-gallon 
propane cylinder and a 
collapsible Vingli toilet. The 
van’s former bench row 
area functions as a mobile 
office that converts into a 
bed. Water comes from an 
under-sink 5-gallon water- 
cooler bottle actuated by a 
hand-pump faucet. 
Right: Rachel and Mark’s 
Designer’s Getaway has a 
dog kennel, a full-size bed, 
and a twin bed, while a 
sense of spaciousness is 
created through minimalism. 

THE WORK-FROM-HOME 
TREND HAS EVOLVED INTO 
WORK-FROM-ANYWHERE. 
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V A N  C O N V E R S I O N S

CHARLOTTE THE VANAGON
Lifelong automotive enthusiast Ned Bacon is a vintage racer 
who also curates the Minden Automotive Museum in Nevada. 
Ned’s interests in German engineering and four-wheel 
drive merge in an overlanding VW he and wife, Kat, call 
Charlotte. The platform is a 4x4 1987 Vanagon Syncro, 
purchased in 2006. 

One of Ned’s highest priorities was ground clearance. 
Charlotte currently sits on 30.5-inch tires, accommodated 
by GoWesty 2-inch lift springs, custom control arms, Fox 
2.5 reservoir shocks, Light Racing bumpstops, and 6.17:1 
ring-and-pinion gears. To protect the undercarriage, 
Ned made custom skid plates, which integrate with his 
home-fabricated bumpers. Remote field repairs are made 
easier by an alternator-powered Premier Power onboard 
welding system and an ARB air compressor.

Ned fabricated a kitchenette from found items. 
For the queen bed, Ned made a frame from closet-rod 
hangers. Underbed space houses an 18-gallon fresh water 
tank and a gasoline-powered Espar heater. Electrical accesso-
ries are powered by dual batteries and a 1,500-watt inverter.

Ned and Kat have explored much of the world in 
Charlotte. One odyssey covered the Americas from Alaska to 
Argentina. During that 40,000-mile adventure, Kat and Ned 
delivered wheelchairs on behalf of their favorite charity, Free 
Wheelchair Mission (freewheelchairmission.org). The couple 
documented the trip in an e-book, available on their website 
at charlottamiles.com.

RINGO THE CLIMBING VAN
Brits Charlie Low and Dale Comley are rock climbers who met 
on a climbing trip to the Dolomites. Tired of their rat-race jobs, 
Charlie as a digital-marketing analytics manager, and Dale as 
an engineer, the couple developed an exit strategy. In 2019, 

they decided to convert a former 
right-hand-drive DHL delivery 
2013 Mercedes-Benz Sprinter 
they purchased for about 
$11,000 into a full-time home. 

Charlie and Dale spent a 
year customizing the Sprinter, 
doing the bulk of the work 
themselves on weekends while 
still holding down their nine-to-
fives. Dale said that sourcing 
wood directly from local mills 
yielded significant savings over 
buying from big-box home 

centers. One of the project’s most challenging tasks was 
profiling the interior panels to fit the van’s curved walls. 

Onboard features include 18.5 gallons of water with 
a propane-fired Camplux instant heater, mounted in the 
storage area below the full-size bed. This heater has an 
extra fitting, on which is a long-hose handheld showerhead 
for outdoor bathing. A slide-out table telescopes outward, 
converting the two perimeter benches into additional bed 
space. One bench hides a custom composting toilet.

A week after Charlie and Dale finished Ringo, as the 
Sprinter was christened, the world went into lockdown, 
negating their plans to explore Europe. Instead, the couple 
wrote a book, The Van Conversion Bible, sharing everything 
they’d learned. The couple also launched Nomadic Energy, a 
camper-van electrical-design service. climbingvan.co.uk. 

Top left and above: 
Charlie and Dale’s full-
time home, Ringo, was  
brightened by adding 
a side window and a 
roof vent. The kitchen 
features a four-burner 
stove and tiled walls. 
Above left: Function 
over aesthetics was 
the priority in Ned and 
Kat’s Vanagon. The 
propane camp stove 
can be used inside or 
out, and the portable 
fridge is 30 years old.

“Instead of shag carpeting 
and lava lamps, current 
van customizing trends 
incorporate adventure-

focused modifi cations.”
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PER
DAY*

$5Shop the Nation’s

LARGEST
SELECTION
OF RVs from 

only

Shop the Nation’s

LARGEST
SELECTION
OF RV

*(STK # 1824950) Exclusive of tax, title, license, finance and other fees required or allowed by applicable law; freight and prep, which 
vary by state, may also be added (except in AR, CA, CO, FL, GA, LA, MS, OH, OK, OR, TX, TN, WA, or UT). Monthly payment of $128/mo. 
based on 15% down, 6.74% APR & 180 months. Daily value is calculated by monthly payment $128 multiplied by 12 months divided by 
365 days to equal $4.21/day. Subject to lender terms. Advertised inventory available at time of sale. Offers may not be combined with 
any other offer and not applicable to prior sales. See dealer for details. Offers expire 8/31/2022. FR034492-0522

CampingWorld.com  |  TravelDifferent.com

SAVE 
BIG
ON GEAR TO GET 

YOU ACTIVE!

#220398

Fishing Gear
#750753  |  #744073

#220398

Fishing Gear

SAVE 
BIG
ON GEAR TO GET 

YOU ACTIVE!

Beach Cruiser Bikes
#742425  |  #742429

Hydration PacksHydration Packs
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Sitting on a remote Gulf Coast shore 
in Port Aransas, Texas, Pioneer RV Beach 
Resort has all the ingredients for an out-
standing seaside vacation. The waves roll 
in just a short stroll away from the resort 
via Pioneer’s private boardwalk. The path 
can be traversed on foot, wheelchair, golf 
cart, or bike.

The family-owned resort fosters an 
atmosphere of community and fun. Built 
in 1996, the 361-site resort offers access 

to Wi-Fi and 30- or 50-amp power and 
guests are escorted to their paved site. 
Drivers of larger RVs can opt for one of 
the 86 pull-through sites. Vacationers can 
attend to chores at the laundromat, con-
venience store, and self-service RV wash, 
or let Fido burn off excess energy at the 
enclosed dog run. Travelers can soothe 
weary muscles in the hot tub or two 
swimming pools. Wash off at one of the 
three conveniently located bathhouses.

After a long day of fishing, anglers 
can prepare dinner at the on-site fish- 
cleaning house. Bring your fillets to an 
area restaurant and let a local chef coax 
great flavors from your catch. Adventure 
seekers can hop on a charter and cast for 
redfish, speckled trout, and flounder. 

The resort’s birding pond is a popular 
spot for ducks, spoonbills, and cranes. 
Guests mingle during planned activities at 
the 10,000-square-foot rec hall. 
pioneerrvresorts.com
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Pioneer RV Beach Resort 
gets high marks from the 

Good Sam Guide Series 
for the facility, overall 
cleanliness, and visual 

appeal.

BEACH BABIES
The resort sits on a wide, 
gorgeous beach lapped by 
warm Gulf Coast waters. 

Splash in the waves, bring 
a rod for surf fishing, or 

go beachcombing.

YEAR-ROUND FUN
Pioneer is close to all 

the action, with the area 
hosting bird and sandcas-
tle festivals, plus endless 

fishing competitions. 

Pioneer is a stone’s throw 
from the shops, restaurants, 
and marinas of Port Aransas, 
known as the “Fishing Capital 
of Texas.” But wait, there’s so 

much more!

3 Reasons
You’ll Want

to Stay!

PERFECT PARKS

Top, left: Pioneer RV Beach Resort’s paved, roomy sites accommodate slideouts, and big-rig sites are also 
available. Top, right: Guests camp just a short stroll from an uncrowded Gulf of Mexico beach with dazzling 
sunrise and sunset views. Above, left: The resort’s birding pond attracts migrating fowl, giving bird-watchers 
a nonstop show. Above, right: A roomy pool and hot tub help soothe guests after a day of play.

PIONEER 
RV BEACH 
RESORT
B Y  J O H N  S U L L A W A Y
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THE OFFICIAL HITCH OF

B&W TRAILER HITCHES, CIRCLE 102 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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(1) Wet bath with integrated shower and cassette toilet is equipped with grab handles. (2) The Roam 
comes standard with the Braun UVL wheelchair lift. Buyers can select the pop-top option for two 
more sleeping positions. (3) Specially crafted duffels make for easy loading and unloading.

 Warm It Up!   As a space-saving measure, the Roam is propane-free. A Timberline hydronic 
heating system handles both heat and hot water, using gasoline from the main fuel tank.    
 Cab Convenience  The Roam makes it easy to assume the controls with an all-digital instru-
ment cluster, including an Infotainment system with a 7-inch display  and all the fi xin's.

WWWWWWWWWWhen shopping for an accessible RV, 
the choices have generally been limited to 
specialized manufacturers and expensive 
retrofits, especially in the towable segment. 
There are several accessible Class A’s, but 
what about RVers who prefer a vehicle that’s 
as easy to maneuver as a van? Winnebago’s 
all-new Roam is the first accessible Class 
B motorhome from the manufacturer; in 
fact, Winnebago claims the Roam is the first 
production-level accessible Class B from any 
major RV manufacturer.

The all-new Winnebago Roam is built 
on the easy-to-drive RAM ProMaster 
chassis, which allows for ideal placement of 
the remote-controlled, 750-pound-rated 
Braun UVL wheelchair lift with integrated 

tiedowns to secure a wheelchair and allow it 
to be used as a seat during travel (there's a 
shoulder belt inside near the tiedowns).

Inside, Winnebago has maximized acces-
sibility by putting everything, from controls 
to drawers to appliances, within sitting 
reach. The pull-down cabinets and multiple 
duffels are easy to access, while the galley is 
equipped with a sink, 3.0-cubic-foot fridge, 
and microwave, plus a 120-volt plug to ac-
commodate an induction stove. Well-placed 
grab-handles and a swiveling cassette toilet 
maximize bath access, while the powered 
reclining rear sofa bed sleeps two. Buyers 
can opt to add a pop-top sleeping area with a 
FROLI sleep system to double that capacity. 
winnebago.com 

Roam If You Want To

Rigs + Gear
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BASE MSRP
$134,581

DIMENSIONS
Exterior Length: 19’ 9”

Exterior Width: 6’ 9”
Exterior Height: 9’

CAPACITIES
Freshwater: 12 gal

Black-water: 5 gal (cassette)
Gray-water: 13 gal

Fuel: 24 gal

WEIGHT
GCWR: 12,000 lbs
GVWR: 8,900 lbs

GAWR, F/R: 4,629 lbs/5,291 lbs

CIRCLE 150 ON READER SERVICE CARD

WWWhen shopping forWWthe choices have generally been limited to WWspecialized manufacturers and expensive WWretrofits, especially in the towable segment. WWThere are several accessible Class A’s, but WWwhat about RVers who prefer a vehicle that’s WWas easy to maneuver as a van? Winnebago’s WWall-new Roam is the first accessible Class W
B motorhome from the manufacturer; in 
fact, Winnebago claims the Roam is the first 
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A short-lived power jack, accessible 
trailers, MPPTs and lithium batteries, a 
sticking slideout, and a solar conversion.

by K E N  F R E U N D

Q&ATE
C

H drilling a few small holes on 
the bottom of the motor to 
let air circulate and moisture 
drip out. 

Charging Lithium 
Batteries with an MPPT

I know this subject has 
been beat to death, 

but I can’t get an answer on 
one aspect. I have a 22-foot 
1983 Alpenlite � � h-wheel 
trailer with an EpEver MPPT 
solar-charge controller with 
Renogy MT-50 monitor; four 
12-volt 100 amp-hour (Ah) 
lithium batteries, and 500 
watts/28 amps of solar-panel 
rating. � e controller uses 
voltage drop to start the 
charge process. � e lithium 
batteries’ capacity drops, but 
the voltage stays constant. If I 
put heavy loads like the A/C 
or microwave on the inverter, 
or the 12-volt forced-air heater, 
the controller will output up 
to the amperage available 
from the panels. As soon as 
those items are turned o� , 
the charging drops down to 
a minimum, but the battery 
capacity reading also drops. 
It went from 100% to 66% in 
three days (without A/C). I 
have set the charge parame-

ters per the battery manufac-
turer, which is very close to 
those shown on YouTube. Am 
I overlooking something?
Stan Wilson, Capitola, California

First, let me bring our 
other readers up to 

speed on this solar-charge 
controller terminology. An 
MPPT (Maximum Power 
Point Tracker) controller is 
a high-frequency DC-to-DC 
converter. It takes the DC 
input from the solar panels, 
changes it to high-frequency 
AC, and converts it back to 
a di� erent DC voltage and 
current (amperage) to more 
closely match the panels to 
the charging needs of the 
batteries. Stan, you made a 
good choice by going with 
an MPPT controller. MPPT 
technology is up to 35% 
more e�  cient than its rival 
PWM (Pulse Width Modu-
lation). � ink of an MPPT 
controller as being a “smart” 
DC-DC converter.

A PWM controller is 
typically simpler and less 
expensive. It acts as an 
electronic switch between 
the solar panels and the 
battery. � e switch is ON 

ADA Accessible Trailers

Power A-frame Jack Failure
My RV’s FIC power A-frame (tongue) jack started fail-
ing within two years on our 2021 Jayco 25RB trailer, 

which was purchased in Oregon. � e light was failing to go o�  
completely, and would remain dimly lit when switched o� . I 
took it in, and the dealer said it was full of water. (It was never 
submerged.) � e dealer failed to stop the light from coming 
on dimly, so I insisted on them swapping out the original one 
that came with the Jayco. I kept it covered and the same thing 
happened again. It did not even last a year and a half!
Brad Je� reys, via email

FIC is made by WESCO (wescofastec.com); your RV 
probably has the ETJ3500 model. Have you tried 

asking WESCO’s customer service about this problem? 
I searched and couldn’t � nd any instances of this same 
problem. It seems like the plastic cover should keep the 
rainwater out. Did water get in around the switches? Is it 
very wet where you keep it, such as a coastal region? It could 
be condensation inside the motor. Before giving up, I’d try 

I’ve been looking for accessible travel trailers or toy haulers, but I haven’t had much luck. Having one 
built is a little out of my price range. Do you know of any companies in the Midwest that make these 

types of modifi cations? We’ve been considering buying used and making it fi t our needs. Any advice would be 
much appreciated. 
—Tony Quijano, Des Moines, Iowa 

There are a few accessible trailers on the used market. You may want to start with this: wheelchair 
travel.org/resources/wheelchair-accessible-rv-motorhomes. Toy-hauler trailers are easier to use for 

wheelchairs because you can use the rear ramp as is to save money. It will take some effort to fi nd what 
you want, but this would probably be your lowest-cost option. Buying an unmodifi ed trailer and having it 
adapted to your needs would likely be costlier. Two trailers designed for accessibility are the Harbor View 

HV-36CKBB travel trailer (harborview.hlenterpriseinc.com) and the Dune Sport H-2 28-Foot Custom Wheel-
chair Accessible Toy Hauler (dunesport.com). Creative Mobile Interiors (creativemobileinteriors.com) 

modifi es coaches for handicap accessibility.
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Tough USA-Made |  Outstanding Customer Service | Award-Winning Design 

#676 — Nighthawk for Roadmaster Baseplates  
#677 — Nighthawk for Blue Ox or Demco Baseplates  

ILLUMINATED TOW BAR

Time Tested • Time Proven

800-669-9690
roadmasterinc.com

Easy Compatibility with  Blue Ox and Demco Baseplates 

Bring on the Night

email is best (info@epsolarpv.com), and/
or visit a more local expert in RV solar 
installations. Here’s a URL to a manual 
download: epever.com/upload/cert/
� le/1811/Tracer-AN-SMS-EL-V1.0.pdf. 

For superb and knowledgeable 
advice about RV-speci� c solar installa-
tions, contact AM Solar (amsolar.com) 
in Spring� eld, Oregon.

  RIGS + GEAR | tech q&a

when charging is in bulk charge mode. 
� e switch goes ON and OFF as needed 
(pulse width modulated) to hold the 
battery voltage at the absorption voltage. 
With a PWM controller, current is taken 
from the panel at just above the battery 
voltage. When the switch is o�  or open, 
all the panel’s output is wasted. With 
an MPPT solar-charge controller, the 
current is drawn out of the panel at the 
panel’s “maximum power voltage.”

We had the same problem as the 
“Sticking Slideout” letter in the May 
issue with our 2019 Grand Design 
376TH. The left front living-room 
slide would stop at the front 3 
inches short of closing. It was not 
sticking or jamming. After a long 
call to Schwintek service, it turns 
out the controller counts motor 
revolutions of the front and rear 
motors. They can get out of sync 
and stop one motor too soon. The 
fi rst thing he told me was to hold 
the button for fi ve seconds after the 
slide stops moving every time you 
run it in or out. The controller uses 
this time to recalibrate itself. 

Now to the fi x. Find the slideout 
controller for the affected unit, push 
and release the small white button 
six times, and hold it the seventh 
time until the light changes, 
indicating manual control. You then 
have 45 seconds to get inside and 
push the button to run the slideout 
the rest of the way. Next, you run 
the slide until it stops, holding the 
button for fi ve extra seconds. Do 
this 8–10 times as needed. Cycle the 
slide fully and see if it is operating 
correctly. Ours was almost right so 
I did the whole procedure one more 
time. That took care of the problem, 
and we have had no more trouble 
since following the technician’s ad-
vice to hold the button fi ve seconds 
after the slide stops. 
—Stephen Mackey, Edina, Minnesota

Thanks for writing, Stephen, and 
I’m glad you got yours working. 
About 70 brands use these slideout 
mechanisms. Here’s the URL to 
an offi cial Schwintek video on recali-
brating the slideout: youtube.com/
watch?v=K7ooxh3IE8s.

R E A D E R  T I P

 STICKING SLIDEOUT 
 SOLUTION 

My best guesses are that either (1) 
the controller is not set up ideally for 
your RV’s panels and batteries, that (2) 
you are using more power than you 
realize, or (3) not getting as much sun 
as needed to keep up with demand. 
Lithium batteries require a very di� erent 
charging regime than lead-acid batteries. 
I suggest you contact the manufacturer 
of the controller and discuss setup and 
operation. � e company is in China, so 
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NEW! No more ice!

OUTDOORS
Full temperature control  
from your smartphone.

For more information, please visit 
www.camco.netSubscribe to our YouTube 

for tips & more outdoor products!

Portable 
Refrigerators 
available in 

various sizes!

Converting to Solar
I have a 2021 23-foot Heartland 
North Trail. I want to replace the 

3,500-watt generator with solar panels. 
When dry camping, I will be running an 
electric water heater at 12 amps, charger at 
14 amps, and refrigerator at 3.5 amps, plus 
cabin lights, a 10-cup co� ee maker, and a 
toaster. I was planning on charging the trail-
er’s battery using solar. How would I � gure 
out the number of solar panels needed?
Wayne Braband, via email

Your RV’s roof isn’t large enough 
for all that! If you run the fridge and 

water heater on propane, and heat your 
co� ee with the propane stove, you may 
be able to work something out with solar. 
Typical roo� op panels on a trailer your size 
put out maybe 500 watts or so, a long way 
from 3,500. Clouds and sun position can 
greatly reduce that output. You also didn’t 
mention if you were planning to run an air 
conditioner, which you can’t do with a few 
solar panels, but can do with the 3,500-
watt generator. When you convert 12-volts 
DC to 120-volts AC with an inverter, a 
12-amp (120-volt) draw requires more 
than 120 amps from 12 volts. I suggest you 
contact an RV solar specialist and discuss 
your needs with them.

Rough-Riding Ford F-53
In the May 2022 issue a gentleman 
inquired about his rough-riding 

motorhome on a Ford F-53. Why did you 
not mention the LiquidSpring upgrade?
Dick Reed, via email

A LiquidSpring upgrade extensively 
modi� es the suspension. It’s not 

cheap, but it works well. LiquidSpring 
(liquidspring.com) is based in Indiana and 
o� ers kits for a number of RV and truck 
models, including the F-53. Prices for the 
F-53 start at around $14,000 for the rear 
only, and $22,000 and up for front and 
rear suspensions, depending on where the 
installation is done.

Broken Leaf Spring
We have a 2010 Shadow Cruiser 
185FBS travel trailer that was made 

by Cruiser RV in October of 2009. Recently, 

a leaf spring broke about 6 inches from the 
front shackle. � is was on the front axle of 
a two-axle lightweight 18-foot trailer. I can’t 
say exactly when it broke. It seemed � ne until 
the next day’s new campsite, when I went to 
put the scissors chock between the wheels on 
the curbside. Earlier, during that day’s drive, 
I had pulled o�  the highway for a scenic view 
and discovered a big drop of about 6 inches 
from the edge of paving to the dirt pull-o�  
that I couldn’t see until it was too late. Six 

months prior to that, I had turned a corner 
too tight, and the curbside wheels went up 
over a curb. But in the months a� er that, 
and before the spring broke, I had used the 
scissors chocks frequently, so the spring was 
still intact. 

Lippert recommended replacing all four 
leaf springs due to their age, which I did. � e 
axles are equipped with Lippert’s equalizers 
and Never-Fail Bushings with wet bolts, had 
previously been � ipped using their kits, and 
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SMART SUSPENSION
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were previously retro� tted with their self-ad-
justing brakes. � e trailer’s cargo capacity is 
2,714 pounds, and GVWR is 5,854 pounds. I 
have weighed everything that I typically carry 
in the trailer for camping, and that doesn’t ex-
ceed 900 pounds including food, clothing, and 
everything in the storage compartment. � e 
36-gallon-capacity freshwater weighs about 
300 pounds, so I am never anywhere near the 
max GVWR. I am wondering if this is very 
common with older trailers since I have not 

heard of this happening before. I now carry a 
spare leaf spring!
� omas Helm, Durango, Colorado

Springs don’t break o� en, but 
they do fail sometimes, just as any 

mechanical component can break. � e 
most common causes are hitting curbs 
and potholes, overloading, extreme cold 
weather, and sometimes a � aw in the met-
al. I suspect the drop-o�  is what did your 

trailer’s leaf spring in. Most people don’t 
replace springs until one or more break. If 
carrying a spare leaf spring gives you peace 
of mind, and you have the space and carry-
ing capacity, I don’t see any harm in it.

TrailerLegs Tire Protector
I am thinking about buying a 
set of TrailerLegs to support my 

16,105-pound-GVWR � � h-wheel during 
storage to protect the tires. I emailed the 
company, and they say even though a set of 
them are rated at 16,000 pounds, they will 
support my trailer because 15–35% of the 
weight is supported by the front jacks. I am 
not too concerned about the weight issue but 
� gured I would mention this. My real con-
cern is, will these bend my � � h-wheel’s axle 
over a long period of time? I plan to have 
them supported with these jacks for about 
two years to get the weight o�  the tires.

I did some research and asked the com-
pany about it, but they chose not to respond 
to that aspect of the email. I found little 
about it online. In one video a guy talked 
about it, but said he initially believed they 
would bend it, but then he thought about 
it and asked a mechanic who said it would 
not. What do you think?
Mark Condon, Hockley, Texas

It’s a good idea to li�  the weight o�  
the tires while in storage for longer 

periods of time. TrailerLegs (trailerlegs
.com) come in three weight ratings: 8,000, 
16,000, and 24,000 pounds. � e landing 
gear does carry a substantial portion of the 
weight, so the 16,000-pound kit should be 
� ne for you. If you were going to li�  the 
weight of the trailer from near the center of 
the axles, then I would be concerned. But 
the places on the axles where the Trailer-
Legs li�  are right where you place a jack to 
li�  a wheel o�  the ground, so it should not 

A member of the Good Sam fam-
ily since 1988, Ken Freund has 
been helping readers better 
understand their RVs for more 
than 30 years. Throughout his 

career, he has been a service manager, tech-
nician, shop owner, an ASE Certifi ed Master 
Technician, an instructor of the California 
Smog Check Program, and author of Haynes 
Repair Manuals.
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Fastway e2 - Faster, Easier ™

fastwaytrailer.com  •  877-523-9103

cause any problem. Make sure to use tire 
covers when the coach is stored, or better 
yet, an RV cover.

No Battery Power
I have a KZ Escape 16RBT hybrid 
travel trailer. � e electrical system is 

functional when connected to shorepower. 
� ere’s no power when connected to the 
battery. � e new battery tested at 12.5 
volts. A� er running on shorepower, then 
switching to battery, the lights come on but 
begin to dim, and then there’s no power. � e 
fan on the converter doesn’t come on as in 
the past. All fuses and breakers seem � ne. 
What could be the cause, and how would I 
troubleshoot the issue?
Alan Joe, Conyers, Georgia

� ere’s a good chance that the 
battery is not getting charged by the 

power converter. If you simply did a volt-
meter check of the battery, it’s possible that 
it just had a surface charge. It should be 
load tested; most auto-parts stores will do 
this for free. Try putting the 12-volt lights 
on a� er the battery has been fully charged 
on a battery charger and then load tested. 
Measure voltage with the battery connect-
ed to the RV but no loads, then with the 
lights on, then again with the shorepower 
connected. Voltage should be at about 
12.6 volts with a good battery, no load. It 
should drop a few tenths with the lights on. 
When the converter is powered up, voltage 
should begin to rise to at least 13.6 volts. 
If the voltage doesn’t come up, look for 
problems with the battery-charging part of 
the converter.

Water Leak
I have a 2015 Jayco 27½  -foot � � h-
wheel trailer. � e water system will 

hold pressure with the pump on, but leaks 
all or most of the water out when traveling 
and the pump is not on. I have not tried 
traveling with the pump running all the 
time, which is not a good idea in my mind, 
but I might try it next time. I’m interested 
to know if anyone else has run into this 
problem and, if so, what did it take to � x? 
I called Jayco and the young lady who an-
swered customer service told me not to have 
water in the tank—not an answer to my 

question. It leaks in the middle of the back 
of the trailer; I had to cut a small hole in the 
underseal to let the water out.
Glenn Brown, Willis, Texas

I suspect what is happening is that 
water is sloshing out of the freshwa-

ter tank’s vent system when you are towing. 
� e hose that normally runs upward may 
have come o� . � ere may also be a crack 
or something. I suggest that you � ll the 
tank, take it for a short drive, then prompt-
ly remove enough of the underpaneling to 
allow you to see the area of the leak while 
it’s still wet. Once you see exactly where it’s 
coming from, repair should be obvious. 

Looking for answers on all things RV, 
including systems, engines, accessories, 
or construction? Submit it to our expert at 
techqa@rv.com and it may be selected for 
publication. You must include your name, 
city and state, phone number (will not be 
published), and type and model of your RV.

HAVE A QUESTION?
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Spotlight

Settle in for a tour of the WA wine 
country. Over 200 wineries in a 50 
mile radius. Bring your clubs for a 

round of golf at one of the Tri-Cites 
top notch golf clubs. Take a tour of the 

culinary trail in downtown Richland.

300 DAYS OF
SUNSHINE A YEAR

2640 Kingsgate Way, 
Richland WA 99354

(866) 557-9637
info@hornrapidsrvresort.com

hornrapidsrvresort.com

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Campground
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An insider’s look at the 
compulsion to tear apart 
a perfectly good RV.

to that perfect RV for you. 
If you haven’t done it before, there’s a mental hurdle to get over 

before you drive that � rst screw into your RVs unblemished cabinets. 
But you shouldn’t be afraid to try, so consider this your pep talk for 
getting started with RV mods. 

First and foremost, remember: it’s YOUR rig! Personalizing it is 
normal! Nobody buys a house and expects they’ll never put up a shelf 
or install window coverings. You 
should have the same attitude 
about your home on wheels. 

You may worry about damaging 

  RIGS + GEAR
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RV DIY

THE MOD 
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normal! Nobody buys a house and expects they’ll never put up a shelf normal! Nobody buys a house and expects they’ll never put up a shelf 

You may worry about damaging You may worry about damaging 

First and foremost, remember: it’s YOUR rig! Personalizing it is 

“Regardless of 
the mod you’re 
contemplating, 
careful plan-
ning is the key 
to pulling it off 
successfully.”

IF THIS LOOKS 
LIKE FUN TO 
YOU ... YOU 

JUST MAY BE 
AN RV MODDER 

YOURSELF! 

If you walked into our RV right now, you’d 
be shocked. � e � oor in half the bedroom is miss-
ing. � e heater is gone. � e water pump is halfway 
connected to a mystery box of electronics. And I 
cut the door to one of the wardrobe cabinets into 
pieces … on purpose. 

What was wrong with our RV to warrant this 
devastation? Nothing. You see, I’m an RV modder. 
� is is fun for me, and I’m not alone. RV modding 
(which has always been around) has grown into its 
own trendy little subculture. Supported by forums 
and websites like doityourselfrv.com and rvmod 
share.com, modding has become mainstream. 
� ese days, even RV manufacturers are taking 
notice, and using RV mods as an inspiration for 
future designs.

Is it necessary to mod your RV to enjoy RVing? 
Absolutely not. Your new RV will start life fully 
functional. But modding gives you the chance to 
make your RV a bit more personalized, and closer 
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something, particularly if you’re not 
super handy. I won’t lie and tell you that 
can’t happen. It’s a risk, but it’s import-
ant to put that risk into perspective. 
Depending on the mod you’re contem-
plating, the cost of repairing any dam-
age you might cause is likely low. Ask 
yourself, “What’s the worst that could 
happen?” You’ll quickly realize that 
tragic consequences aren’t at all likely.

Finally, you may be concerned 
about voiding the warranty. If you post 
your plan to an RV forum, someone will 
almost certainly warn you of this. In 
most cases, you shouldn’t be scared, and 
manufacturers can’t void your warranty 
just because you installed an a� ermar-
ket part. If that were the case, window 
tint would void a new car warranty! 
� ere are limitations to this though. If 
you make a modi� cation, and damage 
results from that modi� cation, then 
that damage won’t be covered under a 
warranty. And obviously your modi� ca-

1) The life of an RV modder is fi lled with 
“fi guring it out” moments, so staring at a 
wall of adapters is sometimes unavoidable. 
2) RV mods frequently cross disciplines. 
When James removed this bench seat, he 
found electrical, plumbing, and HVAC com-
ponents all sharing this one small space.
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tions themselves won’t be covered. But 
to think that the warranty on your RV’s 
generator could be voided because you 
installed a paper-towel holder … well 
that’s just silly.

Plan for Success
Regardless of the mod you’re contem-
plating, careful planning 
is the key to pulling it o�  
successfully. You don’t 
necessarily need blueprints, 
a detailed project plan, or 
a bill of materials down to 
the screw level. But you 
do need to have a solid 
understanding of the skills, 
tools, materials, and tasks 
required.

While you’re planning 

your own mod, here are some tips to 
help you build out that plan.

Download manuals: Whatever you’re 
thinking of modifying or installing, 
there are likely manuals, drawings, and 
speci� cations to go along with it. You 
want that information, and you should 

So, you’ve decided it’s time to work on an RV 
mod. Fantastic! But it’s important to start with 
a realistic evaluation of your own skill set, so 
that you know what you can do, and what you 
should probably hire out. 

RVs are miniature houses. A project in your 
RV could potentially require the skills of all the 
professionals you might have work on your 
home—and then some. These skills include:

• Carpentry
• General Mechanical
• Electrical
• Stitchcraft
• Plumbing
• HVAC
• Propane Safety
• Automotive

If you fi nd you’re lacking in one of these areas, 
perhaps it’s time to skill up! I was surprised at 
how many RV mods required working with fab-
ric. Initially I hired these parts of my mods out. 
But eventually, I tired of that and took evening 
sewing classes to gain some basic skills. 

KNOW WHEN TO SAY WHEN

Electrical safety is extremely 
important while modding, particularly 
when working with high-amperage 
components like inverters.
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get your hands on it before you make a purchase. User man-
uals are fine, but you want the installation manual as well. 

The manuals will give you critical information. For 
example, if you wanted to swap your traditional microwave 
for a convection microwave, the install manual will include 
clearance requirements for the sides and back. Once you 
know those, you can decide if there is enough room to install 
the new oven safely, or if you need to include cabinet modifi-
cations as part of your plan.

Follow examples: We live in the age of YouTube. Unless the 
mod or product you’re contemplating is brand-new, it’s a safe 
bet that you can find a video online of someone giving it a 
go. Watching someone else complete (or attempt to com-
plete) your mod is a great source of information for your 
own plan, even if you only learn what not to do. 

This brings me to a caution about online instruction: 
Be careful whose examples you follow. You want to be 
sure that any example you follow has been done by some-
one who knows what they’re doing and has done it safely. 
(And I say this as someone who produces these kinds of 
online videos!)

Stare at stuff: My wife teases me when I tell her I’m going to 
the home center. She tells me I’m just “going to stare at stuff.” 
And I suppose from her point of view, that’s exactly what it 
looks like. But in my head, I’m running through “thought 
experiments.”

This is probably the most obvious when I’m planning out 
a plumbing project. I might know I’ll have “Fitting A” on a 
new appliance, and “Fitting B” on my RV’s existing plumb-
ing. But I might not know what options are available to get 

  RIGS + GEAR | mod mindset

James Adinaro is a former aerospace engineer 
who discovered a love of RVing, and especially RV 
modding, when he and his wife, Stefany, bought 
their first RV more than a decade ago. Since that 
time, James has tackled hundreds of complex RV 
modifications, usually without a net. He’s chroni-
cled his RV mod adventures—and misadventures—
on thefitrv.com. Check it out to learn more.

CASUAL TECH 
WITH JAMES

Mod Quick Tips
As an RV modder, you’ll eventually build up a personal library of tips and tricks that work for you, and for the way 
you work. Here are three tips from my personal inventory, some of which I learned the hard way!

MEASURE THAT SCREW 
Driving a screw and accidentally poking out the 
other side is a rookie mistake. Take the time to 
size up any screws before you drive them into 

your rig, either visually or with a ruler.

WAGO CONNECTORS 
Splicing wires is a common task in RV mod-
ding. WAGO connectors make it easy, fast, 

and almost foolproof. They’re not watertight 
though, so only use them in protected spaces.

A TISSUE FOR LEAKS 
It’s easy to spot a gusher, but a slow ooze is 
harder to detect. I use tissues to detect slow 
leaks on plumbing mods. The color change 

makes it easy to tell if there’s a leak.

me from A to B. So I head to a home center and stare at 
a giant wall of fittings and adapters and try to puzzle out 
how to make the transition.

About that timeline: Once you’ve assessed your skills and 
made at least a mental plan for how to complete your mod, 
you’ll need to schedule it in and get it done. I’ll be honest: 
I’m terrible at estimating how long a mod will take. This 
leads to frustration as I run out of time, can’t get parts deliv-
ered, stores close for the weekend, and my spouse threatens 
to skip the RV trip and just fly to Jamaica instead.

The best advice I can give you here is to make an 
honest estimate of how long you think a mod will take 
to complete. Then double it, don’t count any time when 
stores are closed, and add in however many days UPS 
takes to deliver to your location.

Because regardless of how carefully you’ve planned, 
it’s likely that something unexpected will come up, and 
you’ll need to adapt your plan—and your timeline—to 
accommodate it. All that is much easier to do when 
you’re not up against a deadline.

If you’re not already an RV modder, hopefully this will 
help convince you to work yourself up to trying your first 
RV mod soon. Modding is a chance to tap into your cre-
ative side, solve problems, have fun, and turn your “made 
for everyone” RV into something “made for you.” 
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A HARVEST HOSTS 
MEMBERSHIP IS FOR RVERS 
LOOKING TO STAY 
SOMEWHERE OTHER THAN A 
A BORING PARKING LOT

RV travel isn’t always about visiting remote 
places or overnights at rest stops. It’s quite 
often about the stops and experiences along 
the way; that’s what we end up remembering 
most fondly. Enter, Harvest Hosts. The 
membership-based network opens up the 
opportunity for RVers to overnight at over 
3,000 unique locations across North 
America all for $99 a year. 

Some of the options inside of the Harvest 
Hosts network include an aviation 
museum, a wildlife rescue facility, a 
moonshine distillery, various breweries, 
alpaca farms, an alligator ranch, other 
various farms, and so much more. The 
locations are spread all across the lower 48 
US states and Alaska, Canada, and Baja 
California. The list continues to expand, too, 
providing even more unique opportunities. 
There are over 3,000 options and something 
for everyone. Most Harvest Hosts locations 
are family-friendly, offering wide-open 
spaces for children and pets to roam.

The best part about Harvest Hosts is the cost 
of their three membership plans. It’s $99 a 
year for the Classic plan, and you can get a 
+Golf upgrade package that includes access 
to over 400 golf courses, letting you make 
the most of your membership. That enhanced 
membership is just $139 a year. This upgrade 
further expands the network of overnight 
locations allowing Members to spend the 
night at a golf course. As you can expect, 8 
am tee-offs are no problem. Members seem 
very happy with the service, too. 

Harvest Hosts allows its Members access to 
its extensive database of unique overnights 
with no camping fees. As a Member, Harvest 
Hosts does ask that you support the local 
business that hosts your experience. While 
at a winery, sample the flavors. And when 
you’re at a farm, stock up on produce. It’s a 
great model that allows RVers access to great 
products and experiences but one that also 
promotes supporting small businesses on the 
road less traveled. Through the pandemic, 
Harvest Hosts Members were a major lifeline 
for Host locations within the network, 
spending millions of dollars and keeping 
doors open. There is no cost to be listed as a 
Host location, so the local businesses get to 
keep every penny spent by members 
purchasing their products.

To make the most of the 3,000+ locations that are 
inside of the Harvest Hosts network, you’ll need to 
be familiar with boondocking. New to this? Don’t 
worry it’s not as daunting as it sounds. Boondocking 
is essentially camping without hookups—no water 
or sewer hookups, and no electricity hookup. To 
boondock, you need an RV that is self-contained. 
It should have a fresh water supply, a gray tank, a 
black tank, and a power source. There are other 
things that make boondocking easier and let you 
stay out longer—like a quiet generator, solar panels, 
and a place worth going to.

With the massive explosion of RVing in the last 
couple of years, it can be hard to find good 
boondocking locations that are close to the activities 
and places you actually want to visit. Harvest Hosts 
provides a unique opportunity for RVers to have 
unforgettable memories while on the road instead 
of a boring parking lot. Even if you prefer the 
traditional RV park experience, Harvest Hosts 
enables you to find fantastic places to stop between 
longer RV park or RV resort stays. It’s another tool 
for campers across the country to use while they 
travel. To learn more about this membership, check 
out the Harvest Hosts website. Sign up today at 
Harvesthosts.com and use code RVMAG to
save 15% off your first year of membership!

MAKE MEMORIES,
 NOT STOPS!

FROM ALPACAS TO AIRPLANES, 
ZINFANDELS TO ZEBRAS, HARVEST HOSTS 
HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

We spent last year traveling 
full time in our RV, and some 
of the best memories were 
from Harvest Hosts stays. We 
even got to help a vineyard 
with harvest – amazing!
-Michael M.

My husband and I have been Harvest Hosts members since August 2020, and we’ve used 
our membership at wineries, breweries, and distilleries from Arizona to Virginia. We can’t 
imagine planning multi-week RV trips without Harvest Hosts! We love being able to enjoy 
local food and drink while supporting small businesses across the country. 
- Kara W.

“

“

SPONSORED CONTENT
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RV travel isn’t always about visiting remote 
places or overnights at rest stops. It’s quite 
often about the stops and experiences along 
the way; that’s what we end up remembering 
most fondly. Enter, Harvest Hosts. The 
membership-based network opens up the 
opportunity for RVers to overnight at over 
3,000 unique locations across North 
America all for $99 a year. 
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providing even more unique opportunities. 
There are over 3,000 options and something 
for everyone. Most Harvest Hosts locations 
are family-friendly, offering wide-open 
spaces for children and pets to roam.

The best part about Harvest Hosts is the cost 
of their three membership plans. It’s $99 a 
year for the Classic plan, and you can get a 
+Golf upgrade package that includes access 
to over 400 golf courses, letting you make 
the most of your membership. That enhanced 
membership is just $139 a year. This upgrade 
further expands the network of overnight 
locations allowing Members to spend the 
night at a golf course. As you can expect, 8 
am tee-offs are no problem. Members seem 
very happy with the service, too. 
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with no camping fees. As a Member, Harvest 
Hosts does ask that you support the local 
business that hosts your experience. While 
at a winery, sample the flavors. And when 
you’re at a farm, stock up on produce. It’s a 
great model that allows RVers access to great 
products and experiences but one that also 
promotes supporting small businesses on the 
road less traveled. Through the pandemic, 
Harvest Hosts Members were a major lifeline 
for Host locations within the network, 
spending millions of dollars and keeping 
doors open. There is no cost to be listed as a 
Host location, so the local businesses get to 
keep every penny spent by members 
purchasing their products.

To make the most of the 3,000+ locations that are 
inside of the Harvest Hosts network, you’ll need to 
be familiar with boondocking. New to this? Don’t 
worry it’s not as daunting as it sounds. Boondocking 
is essentially camping without hookups—no water 
or sewer hookups, and no electricity hookup. To 
boondock, you need an RV that is self-contained. 
It should have a fresh water supply, a gray tank, a 
black tank, and a power source. There are other 
things that make boondocking easier and let you 
stay out longer—like a quiet generator, solar panels, 
and a place worth going to.

With the massive explosion of RVing in the last 
couple of years, it can be hard to find good 
boondocking locations that are close to the activities 
and places you actually want to visit. Harvest Hosts 
provides a unique opportunity for RVers to have 
unforgettable memories while on the road instead 
of a boring parking lot. Even if you prefer the 
traditional RV park experience, Harvest Hosts 
enables you to find fantastic places to stop between 
longer RV park or RV resort stays. It’s another tool 
for campers across the country to use while they 
travel. To learn more about this membership, check 
out the Harvest Hosts website. Sign up today at 
Harvesthosts.com and use code RVMAG to
save 15% off your first year of membership!
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FROM ALPACAS TO AIRPLANES, 
ZINFANDELS TO ZEBRAS, HARVEST HOSTS 
HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

We spent last year traveling 
full time in our RV, and some 
of the best memories were 
from Harvest Hosts stays. We 
even got to help a vineyard 
with harvest – amazing!
-Michael M.

My husband and I have been Harvest Hosts members since August 2020, and we’ve used 
our membership at wineries, breweries, and distilleries from Arizona to Virginia. We can’t 
imagine planning multi-week RV trips without Harvest Hosts! We love being able to enjoy 
local food and drink while supporting small businesses across the country. 
- Kara W.
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Simple DIY additions to improve the ride 
and handling of the Ford F-53 chassis.

  RIGS + GEAR

by R I C K  A .  D I A Z

DIY RIDE COMFORT
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driveway entrance into a fuel station, three of 
the most popular mods for the F-53 chassis 
are relatively inexpensive and easy enough for 
almost any level of DIYer to install at home. 
We decided to do just that on a 2019 Ti�  n 
Allegro Open Road 36LA Class A built on the 
24,000-pound, V-10 version of the Ford chassis. 
All the products used in this article are available 
for just about any con� guration of the F-53 re-
gardless of what brand of RV it sits under. � ese 
product recommendations came from Josh 
Walker, plant manager at Safe-T-Plus Steering 
Control in Tallapoosa, Georgia. We wanted to 
see how easy it is to install these products at 
home, plus we simply like working on our own 
motorhome. 

� e Safe-T-Plus Steering Stabilizer ($668, 

The venerable Ford F-53 motorhome-speci� c chassis has been 
in use for more than a decade by many di� erent RV manufacturers. It 
can be found under motorhomes of varying lengths with up to seven 
di� erent available wheelbases rated from 16,000–26,000 pounds and 
powered by V-8 and V-10 engines. Being a gas-only chassis, it uses a 
standard leaf-sprung/shock-absorber suspension and is most o� en 
found on shorter, lower, or mid-level RV models with maximum tow 
ratings of 5,000 pounds or less. Unlike diesel models that o� en have 
airbag or coil-spring suspensions and much higher tow capacities, the 
F-53 is as basic as a medium-duty RV chassis can get. 

To tighten up the o� en-less-than-precise steering feel; the some-
times-top-heavy feeling of sway or wandering on the highway; and 
bounce when hitting a pothole, expansion joint, or that o� -camber 

Simple DIY additions to improve the ride 
and handling of the Ford F-53 chassis.

MOTORHOME’S 

driveway entrance into a fuel station, three of 
the most popular mods for the F-53 chassis 

Simple DIY additions to improve the ride 
and handling of the Ford F-53 chassis.

MOTORHOME’S 

driveway entrance into a fuel station, three of 

The venerable Ford F-53
in use for more than a decade by many di� erent RV manufacturers. It 
can be found under motorhomes of varying lengths with up to seven can be found under motorhomes of varying lengths with up to seven 
di� erent available wheelbases rated from 16,000–26,000 pounds and 
powered by V-8 and V-10 engines. Being a gas-only chassis, it uses a powered by V-8 and V-10 engines. Being a gas-only chassis, it uses a 
standard leaf-sprung/shock-absorber suspension and is most o� en 
found on shorter, lower, or mid-level RV models with maximum tow 
ratings of 5,000 pounds or less. Unlike diesel models that o� en have 

1 2

The ride in an RV is 
often about feeling 

comfort and confi dence 
while going down the 
road. A little aftermar-
ket help can increase 

both for a better RV 
traveling experience.

More Confidence
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 ½" drive electric or air 
impact driver

 3⁄8" drive ratchet
 3⁄8" drive 9⁄16" deep socket
 3⁄8" drive torque wrench
 ½" drive ratchet or breaker 

bar
 ½" drive impact sockets in 

15⁄16", 11⁄16", and 11⁄8"
 11⁄8" box or open-end 

wrench
 ½" drive torque wrench 

(max setting of 200 ft-lbs.)

TOOLS 
REQUIRED

plus $81 for the mounting kit; safe-t-
plus.com) is basically a return-to-center 
device that reduces the need for con-
stant steering-wheel correction by the 
driver. It can also provide more control 
in the event of a steer-tire blowout, 
allowing you to safely reach the road 
shoulder. � e KONI shocks ($217 each; 
koni-na.com) improve overall ride 
quality and improve control on bumpy 

1) The Safe-T-Plus Steering Stabilizer and Mounting Kit (not shown) for the Tiffi n’s F-53 
chassis are made in the USA and covered by a limited lifetime warranty. 2) The KONI shock 
absorbers look great in gold. New KONI products are warrantied against defects to the 
original purchaser for as long as they own the vehicle. 3) The SuperSteer Rear Trac Bar is a 
simple idea that works and is easy to install. All SuperSteer products are made in the USA 
and covered by a lifetime warranty to the original purchaser. 
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3

and unlevel pavement transitions while 
helping resist the e� ects from wind 
or bu� eting from passing semitrucks 
on the highway. � e SuperSteer Rear 
Trac Bar ($549.99; supersteerparts.com) 
provides a solid connection point 
between the rear axle and the frame that 
eliminates that “tail wagging the dog” 
feeling sometimes exhibited by lateral 
movement of the axle within the frame. 
According to Josh, the combination of 
these three products targets the main 
complaints RV owners have with the 
F-53 chassis and are the most popular 
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modifications done to Tiffin, New-
mar, and other Class A coaches built 
on this Ford chassis platform. 

The installation of these up-
grades does not require any special 
tools (see sidebar) and we were 
able to install everything without 
the need to raise the coach off the 
ground to work underneath it or 
the need to remove any wheels. If 
you don’t want to spend a half a day 
under your rig on your back, you’re 
looking at about 21/2–31/2 hours of 
labor for a shop to do the installs. 
All the included instructions were 
clear and concise enough that we 
didn’t need to make a single phone 
call to a manufacturer for assistance, 
although each offer telephone and 
web tech support if needed. There 
are videos on the Safe-T-Plus and 
SuperSteer websites detailing the 
proper installation of their products. 

www.demco-products.com

1.800.543.3626

Doing Our Best to Provide You the Best

Watch why Demco 
Kar Kaddy’s are the 
Market Leader in 
Tow Dollies.

Trust your vehicle to 

the #1 TOW DOLLY

warranty
3YEAR

SAFETY

warranty
3YEAR

SAFETY

Radial tires dual 
safety chains

warranty
3YEAR

SAFETY

EZ Latch
Coupler

warranty
3YEAR

SAFETY

Hydraulic surge
disc brakes

warranty
3YEAR

SAFETY

Low loading
clearance

Sealed
bearing hubs

4) The Safe-T-Plus Steering Stabilizer is fully 
installed and ready for adjustment. It does not 
need to be completely level with the tie-rod, 
just close. 5) The SuperSteer Rear Trac Bar is 
ready to help keep the tail of this F-53 chassis 
from wagging its coach and passengers. 6) The 
KONI shock absorbers look fabulous when in-
stalled. 7) The passenger front side KONI shock 
absorber in place (looking forward) really 
improves the look of the F-53’s front end. You 
can see the Tiffin factory-installed SumoSpring 
just behind it.

  RIGS + GEAR | suspension upgrades

6

7

54

A week before we started 
working on our coach we sprayed 
all the bolts and nuts involved with 
WD-40 and let it soak in. This made 
removal a lot easier. In the case of 
the Safe-T-Plus Steering Stabilizer 
installation, stopping the coach with 
the front wheels and steering wheel 
in as straight a line as possible be-
forehand will make for less adjust-
ment of the Tie Rod Bracket after 
installation.

With all the products installed, 
the last step before taking our 
Allegro Open Road out on the open 
road was final adjustment of the 
Safe-T-Plus Steering Stabilizer Tie 
Rod Bracket. This is important to 
make sure the vehicle tracks straight 
and that very little driver steering 
input is needed to do so. You begin 
the process by using a soapstone or 
painter’s tape to mark the current DE
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position of the bracket edge on the 
tie-rod. You then drive the vehicle in a 
straight line, preferably on a road with 
no traffic, and feel for any pull to the left 
or right. If any pull is present, simply 
loosen the 9/16-inch nuts on the U-bolts, 
move the bracket slightly in the opposite 
direction of the pull, and re-torque the 
nuts to 20 ft-lbs. If necessary, repeat this 
process until your coach tracks straight. 
This adjustment needs to be done on 
as flat a road surface as you can find. If 
the road is even moderately crowned, 
the coach will have a tendency to drive 
or pull toward the low side of the road, 
which could throw off the adjustment. 
Testing and readjustment will help 
achieve the best results.

DIY Installation Tips
Prior to installation, clean the area with 
a Scotch-Brite pad or wire brush on the 
tie-rod where the Safe-T-Plus Tie Rod 
Bracket will attach. Dirt or rust buildup 
will interfere with proper contact of the 
plate. Final connection of the Super-
Steer Rod Assembly should be made 
with levelers up, slides in, and the full 
weight of the coach and approximate 
load on the suspension. Some shock 
absorber mountings may be too close to 
things like differential housings or leaf-
spring perches to allow the use of air 
or electric impact drivers. If this is the 
case, it may be necessary to use hand 
tools to remove and reinstall the mount-
ing bolts, thereby requiring significant 
physical effort to do so. Breaker bars or 
oversized wrenches can assist greatly, 
if necessary. The bolts used at the top 
of a shock absorber mounting may be 
longer or shorter than those used at the 
bottom. Be sure to reinstall them in the 
same positions from where they were 
removed.

The Verdict Is In
Our coach had just over 10,000 miles 
on it and the factory components were 
not even close to requiring replacement, 
so the suspension was as good as it ever 
was prior to the installation of these 
upgrades. After installation, right off 
the bat we were pleasantly surprised to 
see an improvement when we left our 
campsite and hit an off-camber drive-

way to the main road, complete with 
drainage channel. The normal side-to-
side dip and dance we would experience 
was much less intense and jarring than 
before, as was the porpoising effect 
on even small dips and speed bumps. 
Heading for the highway we encoun-
tered a series of railroad crossings, a 
drawbridge, some road construction, 
and stop-and-go traffic. Surprisingly, the 
Safe-T-Plus Steering Stabilizer added 
no discernable effort to the steering, 
something we expected given the 
return-to-center nature of this device. 
There was no resistance felt in either di-
rection when turning, but going straight 
the steering wheel definitely felt less 
sloppy. Front-tire deflection (felt in the 
steering wheel) when hitting potholes or 
speed bumps at an angle was noticeably 
reduced as well.

Once out of traffic and onto the in-
terstate, we positioned ourselves in the 
right lane and started the second leg of 
our evaluation. On this particular day 
it was sunny with a cross-breeze of 10–
15 mph with occasional gusts of about 
20 mph. Normally, we would be very 
aware of the effect of even these light 
wind conditions on our coach, but on 
this day the only thing we were aware 
of was the sunshine. The ability to “stay 
in your lane, bro,” felt improved as well. 
We sat back, set the cruise-control to 
65 mph (speed limit was 70) and wait-
ed for the semitrucks to attack. Within 
minutes, the first big rig crept up on 
our coach and we expected the rear to 
react, as it always had. Before we knew 
it, we were seeing the lettering of the 
trailer as it went by and realized we had 
not felt much of anything as it passed 
us. No white-knuckle grabbing of the 
steering wheel to fight the vacuum. 
No counter-steering as it passed or 
struggling against the push of the big 
rig’s headwind as experienced before. 
Continuing on down the highway 
this lack of influence on our coach by 
semitrucks repeated itself with a dozen 
more passings. After the install, we 
now feel more confident, comfortable, 
and relaxed driving our coach, and are 
looking forward to putting more miles 
on the odometer and farther trips on 
our itineraries. PA
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SP EC I A L ADVERTISING SECTION

N E W  C U S T O M I Z A B L E  K I T S  P R O V I D E 
O N - D E M A N D  P O W E R  T O  Y O U R  R V

P U R E  E N E R G Y

EcoFlow has provided portable power stations and eco-friendly 
accessories for RVers since 2017. The company is excited to introduce its 
new lineup of customizable EcoFlow Power Kits to meet the exact power 
needs for your RV or tiny home. EcoFlow Power Kits are modular energy 
solutions that combine simple setup, fast and multiple-point charging, and 
compact size and expandability, all within an advanced 48-volt system. 

Featuring the 5-in-1 Power Hub, EcoFlow Power Kits allow users to 
tailor their own settings based on their power needs with different combi-
nations of lithium batteries, solar panels, and other modules.

WHY ECOFLOW?
EcoFlow Power Kits come with two basic modules: the EcoFlow Power 
Hub, which acts as the center point of all inputs and outputs, and 
EcoFlow’s 2K/5K LFP (lithium) Batteries. Based on actual power needs, 
customers can select up to three lithium batteries to connect with the 

Power Hub, offering a base capacity of 2 kWh 
that’s expandable up to 15 kWh.

In addition, the EcoFlow Power Kits offer 
three solar panels for customers to choose 
from: a 100-watt rigid, a 100-watt flexible, and 
a 400-watt rigid solar panel. With a maximum 
solar input of 3,000 watts, customers can 
select different sets of solar panels and achieve 
sustainability even during their RV travels. 

For even more control, EcoFlow Power 
Kits offer the AC/DC Smart Distribu-
tion Panel, which connects to up to 18 of 
your RV’s circuits (6 AC and 12 DC). Once 
connected, you can control and monitor the 
power consumption of all 18 circuits and 
control 6 of the DC circuits via the optional 
Power Kit Console or EcoFlow app.

The average RV uses 20 kWh of electricity 
each day. With a maximum capacity of 15 kWh 
and the ability to fully recharge in 2.5 hours, 
EcoFlow Power Kits have the power needs 
of your RV trip fully covered. Additionally, the 
compact nature of the EcoFlow Power Kits 
makes sure the modular energy solutions won’t 
take up much space in your RV, giving you the 
space needed to enjoy your RV lifestyle. 

E C O F L O W  P O W E R  S O L U T I O N S

EcoFlow has provided
accessories for RVers since 2017. The company is excited to introduce its 

tailor their own settings based on their power needs with different combi-
nations of lithium batteries, solar panels, and other modules.

The EcoFlow Power Hub is the industry’s 
first five-in-one central power sys-

tem, doing the jobs of two MPPT solar 
chargers, a battery charger with MPPT, 

an inverter/charger, and a converter. 
The LFP Batteries are stackable to save 

space. EcoFlow app allows for real-time 
intuitive monitoring and control, includ-

ing available time, plus input and output.
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Follow us:lippert.com  

NO ROAD?
NO PROBLEM.

Built to help you take on dirt, gravel, deep 
climbs and everything in between, the Lippert 
Li-Series Gladiator mountain ebike is versatile, 
tough and ready for every adventure. This is the 
perfect electric mountain bike for riders looking 
to explore off-road with more endurance 
and energy than ever.

LI-SERIES GLADIATOR 
MOUNTAIN EBIKE
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The smell of an ocean breeze, sand 
between your paws, and ice cream are the 
vibes of summer. You may have a beach dog 
and not even know it yet! Make this summer 
the season to try a new adventure with your 
dog. And for those veteran 
beach dogs, the weather is 
perfect, so jump in! 

Our dog Peanut Butter 
Brickle is definitely a 
beach dog. If there is sand 
and water in our plans, we 

never have to ask him twice if he wants to come 
along. With “furbulous” dog-friendly beach spots 
across the US, you have many choices on where 
to go. And if you’re like us, you won’t just pick one. 
Finding new dog-friendly beaches allows us to 
theme our travel schedule around all things dog 
and all things beach. 

This ultimate beach guide for dogs is just 
that—a guide. Every dog beach has its own rules, 
hazards, and unique perks. Just like every beach 
is different, every dog is different. Take your time, 
throw your schedule out the window, and delight 
in that summer magic with your dog. You’ll also be 
sure to track in some sand in your RV.

Balance Safety and Fun
Keeping both you and your dog hydrated, well 
nourished, and planning dog-friendly activities will 
make a beach day with your dog “pawsome.” And 
remember, the most fun your dog can ever have 
is with you. So do activities that you both enjoy 
together. If one beach isn’t for your dog, try another. 
Brickle certainly has his favorite beaches. 

Ultimate Beach 
Guide for Dogs
Make the most of a day splashing 

in the ocean and soaking up the sun 
with your four-legged pal.

BY RACHAEL JOHNSO N @2TRAVE L INGDO GS

PETS

“Take your time, throw your schedule out the window, 
and delight in that summer magic with your dog.”

CAN YOU DIG IT?!
Dogs are hardwired to dig and some just can’t help 
themselves! They may be creating a cool place to rest, 
hiding a treat, or simply entertaining themselves. It’s 
all part of the ultimate day at the beach with your 

four-legged friend. With so much 
to do, lounging is optional! 
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How Hot is 
Too Hot? 
Your dog’s breed, 
age, and activity level 
are key when making 
the determination of 
how long you should 
stay at the beach. 
Having a shelter like 
a pop-up tent from 
Camping World gives 
your dog the choice 
of when to cool off 
in the shade. Watch 
your dog carefully for 
signs of overheat-
ing. Keep your dog 
well hydrated with 
fresh, clean water so 
that the temptation 
to drink saltwater 
is lessened. Your 
dog may not know 
when to take a 
break. It’s our job to 
monitor their health and, if in doubt, 
get them out of the sun immediately. 
Watch those paws! Sand gets hot 
very fast and can burn your dog’s 
paws in seconds. And don’t forget 
your sunscreen and dog-specific, 
formulated sunscreen. Yes, dogs can 
get sunburned, too!

Activities to Try with Your Dog
When we recently adopted our dog 
Fruitycake, we found out that he was 
afraid of puddles and getting his paws 
wet. However, when he saw a paddle-
board for the first time, he jumped right 
on! Give your dog the opportunity to 
gain confidence, learn, and have fun 
with beach activities. Beach frisbee, 
dog surfing, paddleboarding, and 
simply learning how to swim is just the 
beginning. You can even work on your 
dog’s training skills at the beach in a 
new environment. 

What’s your dog’s beach type—
sand beaches, pebble beaches? Each 
type of beach offers different terrain 
and activities based on where you are.

Off-Leash Dog 
Beaches 
If your dog hasn’t 
been to an off-leash 
dog beach before, 
it may be safer 
to keep your dog 
on a leash as you 
introduce her to new 
sights and smells. 
Most off-leash dog 
beaches are not 
fenced, so be sure 
your dog has a good 
recall. 

Sea Life Can Be 
Dangerous 
Shells, jellyfish, 
sea urchins, crabs, 
sharks, and other sea 
life can pose a risk 
to your dog. During 
a visit to a Florida 
dog beach, we were 

surprised one morning to see hundreds 
of sea urchins washing up on shore. 
We left immediately because the risk 
for injury to our dogs was too great. 
Remember to use caution and never 
let your dog roam or swim where you 
cannot see him. Rip currents can also 
pose a risk to dogs. Watch the weather 
and marine forecasts for current 
swimming conditions. 

Write Your Own Ultimate Beach 
Guide for Dogs
One of the best parts about traveling 
with our dogs is seeing their personal-
ities shine through. Watching our dogs 
learn new things, visit new places, and 
gain confidence are some of the true 
joys of our lifetime. Find what your 
dog’s ultimate beach day looks like and 
enjoy your time together. Time with 
our dogs is never, ever wasted. With so 
many shorelines to explore, make this 
the summer when you see how much 
fun your dog can have at the beach with 
you! Pack those snacks, put on your 
sunscreen, and dive into summer! PH
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“Take your time, throw your schedule out the window, 
and delight in that summer magic with your dog.”

Sun protection, floating 
toys or balls, towels, 

portable water and food 
dishes, a life jacket, and 
a dog first-aid kit should 

be in that beach bag! Pack 
more water than you think 
you will need and be sure 

to make it available for 
your dog at all times. 

On your first trip to the 
beach, you’re sure to 

discover other items your 
furry loved one enjoys and 
needs. Life with our dogs is 
a fun, learning experience.

MUST-HAVE 
ITEMS TO 

PACK FOR THE 
BEACH

RV  M A R K E T P L AC E

RONSPARTY MOBILITY SCOOTERS

ronsparty1@aol.com •  702-205-4891
Preview at:  www.ronsparty1.com

•  Weighs 30 lbs • Holds 225 lbs
•  3 Forward Speeds & reverse
•  Lithium Battery Powered -  
    Charge 3-4 hours
•  Battery endurance/15-18 mi
•  Speed/Battery Gauge
•  Front light w/horn • Front basket
•  Foldable size: 33.7"L X 17.3"W X 19.7"H
•  Fits in your trunk
•  1 year warranty

Preview at:  www.ronsparty1.com
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•  3 Forward Speeds & reverse
•  Lithium Battery Powered -  
    Charge 3-4 hours
•  Battery endurance/15-18 mi
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•  Front light w/horn • Front basket
•  Foldable size: 
•  Fits in your trunk
•  1 year warranty

$750.00 plus
$40 Shipping & Local Sales Tax
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One of the most important 
habits I’ve added to my 
healthy-living arsenal is med-

itation. I feel it’s the foundation that 
holds up all of my other healthy habits 
… exercising, eating right … everything 
I do to keep my body in tip-top shape. 
Because if you think about it, all those 
other healthy habits depend on the right 
mindset. Meditation helps me maintain 
the healthier frame of mind I need to 
stay on the wellness wagon. 

I’ve especially come to appreciate my 
meditation practice when we’re on RV 
trips. When you’re on the road, things are 
dynamic and ever-changing. Your mind 
goes on a wild ride when you’re traveling; 
it is constantly processing, judging, and 
interpreting everything new that’s being 
thrown at it. Meditation allows you to 
work with your mind, giving it the space 
it needs to process all the “noise” and go 

forward with a more calm and focused 
outlook. I personally love how it helps me 
be more clearheaded, so I can enjoy the 
trip even more.  

There are loads of different ways 
to meditate, but one common feature 
is the use of some form of anchor—
something that helps you focus. For me, 
I use my breathing as my anchor. You 
know that moment when you’ve ex-
haled, but have yet to inhale? That right 
there has always been my anchor. I use 
that moment of stillness, between ex-
hale and inhale, to train my brain to stay 
with me. Sure, my mind wanders, but 
that’s the point of meditation—becom-
ing aware of the lack of awareness. 
That’s when I gently pull my attention 
back to my breath and continue, 
riding the waves of awareness. The 
more you do it, the easier it gets.

Even though my own style of 

The Art of 
Meditation 

B Y  S T E F A N Y  A D I N A R O  @ T H E F I T R V
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HEALTH + FITNESS

Finding your inner peace and 
enhancing your RV adventures.

Emotional Benefi ts of Meditation

Helps reduce 
stress and 

anxiety

Increases 
resilience in 
hard times

Increases 
happiness and 

optimism

Helps reduce im-
pulsivity, cravings, 

and addictions

Produces a deep 
state of peace 
and well-being

Helps create lov-
ing, harmonious 

relationships

Increases
life 

satisfaction

meditation has been working for me, 
I recently met a yoga and meditation 
instructor who uses a different form of 
meditation. Elizabeth Owens Whitt is a 
fellow RVer (online @YogiDreamer) who 
practices Japa meditation, which involves 
the repetition of a mantra, either out 
loud or internally, and uses Mala beads 
as an aid for counting the mantras. You 
touch a bead, say your mantra, and then 
move to the next bead. 

Since I’ve never tried it, I was 
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intrigued. I reached out to Elizabeth, 
who graciously offered me the following 
interview: 

ME: I love the idea of having something 
tangible and tactile to use as my anchor, so 
I’m especially curious about meditating with 
Mala beads. Can you tell me more about 
them?

ELIZABETH: Most Malas have 108 beads. 
You touch each bead while saying your man-
tra, so it helps you count and helps you stay 
focused. Once you’ve gotten through all 108 
beads, you can stop—or keep going for more 
rounds. Mala or prayer beads date back to 
the 8th century B.C., were first found in India, 
and have been used for centuries by a range 
of religions, from Hinduism to Catholicism. 

When using Malas for Japa meditation, 
however, they’re used as a mindfulness aid 
without any religious affiliation. I fell in love 
with Malas when my mother-in-law gave 
me a rosary decades ago. I didn’t really know 
how to use it, so I would use it for simple 
prayers or mantras. I started making them in 
2017 as part of my own meditation practice. 
As I tie the knots while making them, I focus 
my mind and say my mantra. I now sell them 
as well as teach Mala workshops.

ME: Can you give me some examples of 
mantras you’ve used?

ELIZABETH: My mantras vary depending on 
what’s going on. When I did a running event, 
my mantra was “I’m stronger than I think 
I am and can do more than I think I can.” It 

helped me push over the 
discomfort I was feeling 
when training. Other 
mantras I’ve used: “I am 
love,” “I am strong,” or a 
Sanskrit prayer “Lokah 
Samastah Sukhino 

Bhavantu” (may all beings everywhere be 
happy and free). 

ME: How often and for how long do you 
meditate?

ELIZABETH: I have a daily reminder set on 
my phone to ensure I get it in daily. I prefer 
meditating in the morning because it helps 
set the tone for my day. Depending on my 
available time I might do 1–5 rounds of 
Japa with my Mala, so anywhere from 5–30 
minutes. My husband, Bryan, also meditates 
daily, but prefers doing a silent meditation 
anywhere from a few minutes to an hour. 

So! If you’ve never tried meditation, I hope 
I’ve gotten you curious enough to give it a 
try. Though don’t expect much at first; you 
can’t tame a wild horse overnight. The key 
is to stick with it. Because once you start 
getting good at it, that new level of focus 
has a wonderful way of carrying over to 
all facets of your life. You’ll find yourself 
better able to tackle life—and RV adven-
tures—with a clearer and calmer mind. 

Meditation helps give your mind 
the space it needs to process all the 
‘noise’ and go forward with a more 
calm and focused outlook.

A MALA IS A STRING OF BEADS USED IN JAPA MEDITATION TO COUNT MANTRAS, AFFIRMATIONS, OR INTENTIONS.
Across 2: Maple, 5: Mala, 7: Gulf, 10: Music City, 11: Mod, 12: Eight, 13: Roam
Down 1: Rip, 2: Mocktail, 3: Dog Days, 4: Van, 6: August, 8: Shade, 9: Rainbow, 14: MPPT

FUN + GAMES

ACROSS
2. The type of syrup 

instrumental in a 
Quebecois classic pie.

5. A string of beads 
used while practicing 
Japa meditation.

7. The coast on which 
Pioneer RV Beach 
Resort resides.

10. For obvious reasons, 
Nashville is also 
known as this (two 
words).

11. The type of mindset 
that allows you to 
make your RV your 
own.

 12. The number of RV 
types represented 
in this month’s RV 
roundup.

13. The first produc-
tion- level accessible 
Class B motorhome 
from a major RV 
manufacturer.

DOWN
1. A type of current 

that’s dangerous for 
you … and your dogs.

2. Trendy name for a 
nonalcoholic drink.

3. This time of year is 
often referred to as 
“these” of summer 
(two words).

4. Many RVers would be 
quite happy to live in 
one of these “down 
by the river.”

6. A month without any 
federal holidays.

8. If you find a site with 
this, get it. It helps 
keep things cool.

9. The newly revealed 
(by us) name of the 
bridge on our May 
cover.

14. A type of charge con-
troller for an RV solar 
system (abbreviation).

1

2

3

5 6

11

4

7

12

10

13

9

14

8

All Together Now
Since this issue offers something for everyone, you may 
need to gather all the troops around the campfire to 
tackle this month’s brain buster.
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Driving into Cheyenne, Wyoming, it’s easy to imagine cowboys on horse-
back riding alongside you. Situated at an elevation of more than 6,000 
feet, the nation’s railroad and rodeo capital epitomizes the Wild West. The 
town’s fascinating past comes alive with its collection of historic hotels, 
old-fashioned railway depots, ranches, colonial houses, and colorfully 
painted 8-foot-tall cowboy boots. Each July since 1897 the city proudly tips 
its cowboy hat to its heritage at Cheyenne Frontier Days. Photo by Josh Blick

Share your photo with us: info-rvmagazine@rv.com

Spirit of the Old West

  LIFE ON THE ROAD | snapshots
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BRAKE BUDDY, CIRCLE 109 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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®

Your time is precious
Relax and enjoy special times with family 
and friends. Trust Un-Duz-It® pro-strength 
cleaners to speed cleanup and save your 
time for the most important things in life!

More time for
what matters

Learn more at
CLPRO.COM/RV

Use RV25 to save 25%
    on your first order!

UN-DUZ-IT, CIRCLE 111 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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