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EXPLORING THE VIBRANT COLORS AND SEASONAL 
CELEBRATIONS OF RVING IN THE FALL

PRO TIPS ON HOW TO BE A
GOOD NEIGHBOR WHILE

 AT THE CAMPGROUND

BEAT THE CHILL IN ONE OF
THESE 6 NEW RVS WITH AN

ELECTRIC FIREPLACE

PLUS
PORTABLE SOLAR GEAR 

TO HELP YOU POWER UP 
THE CAMPSITE

REFRESH YOUR RV’S 
REFRIGERATOR WITH A 

SIMPLE DIY PROJECT

SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS, 
CASTS AN ENCHANTING 

SPELL ON RVERS
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Maxing out on features, but not on weight, the Super Lite Maxx travel trailer begins its impressive  
list of features on the outside with a molded front cap with LED lighting and a 200W solar system with 
inverter pre-wire outlets for off-grid capabilities. Inside, blackout roller night shades and a residential 
high-rise faucet with pull-down sprayer are just some of the amenities you’ll find. 

Maxing out on features, but not on weight, the Super Lite Maxx travel trailer begins its impressive  
list of features on the outside with a molded front cap with LED lighting and a 200W solar system with 

StarcraftRV.com

Due to continual research and advances, manufacturer reserves the right to change specifications, design, price, and equipment without notice, and assumes no responsibility for any error in the literature. Some items shown are not included as standard or optional equipment.

Light on Weight, Maxx on Adventure

• PVC roofing membrane - limited  
lifetime warranty

• Dome style digital TV antenna with 
WiFi prep

• Molded front cap with LED lighting
• Blackout roller night shades
• Xtend Solar I Package - 200 watt  

solar panel with 30 amp controller 
(mandatory option)

FEATURES THE STARCRAFT DIFFERENCE

3 Year Limited Structural Warranty:
We want you to spend less time worrying 
and more time enjoying the outdoors. That’s 
why we go the extra mile in design and  
construction, so we can confidently back our 
RVs with a 3-year limited structural warranty, 
plus a 1-year limited manufacturer’s warranty.

STARCRAFT RECREATIONAL VEHICLES, CIRCLE 119 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Look at That! 
Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison is but one of the 
awe-inspiring sights along 
the Colorado Western 
Slope. See page 26. 

FEATURES18

Contents
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22
 26 HIGH-MOUNTAIN 
  ADVENTURE

Check out these hidden gems for 
RVers to explore along the Colorado 
Western Slope.

 30 BUYING AN RV
Follow these simple steps to get the 
best deals on the hottest new RVs.
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 12 CAMPGROUND ETIQUETTE
A top 10 list of how to mind 
your manners and be a great 
campground neighbor.

 14 RV ROAD TRIP: 
  SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS

It may be spooky season, but 
Salem offers visitors much more 
than historical haunts and witch trials.

1 8 FANTASTIC FALL FESTIVALS
From kites to apples to scarecrows 
to pirates and pumpkins, check out 
these themed celebrations. 

 22 WE FLAME TO PLEASE!
RVs with fireplaces that help take 
the edge off a crisp October night.

ON THE COVER: ‘Tis the season to go leaf-peeping in search of the Technicolor hues of 
fall, and New York’s Allegany State Park fits that vibrant bill nicely. Photo: Trevor Tallman.

 26 HIGH-MOUNTAIN  26 HIGH-MOUNTAIN  26  ADVENTURE 26  ADVENTURE 26
Check out these hidden gems for 
RVers to explore along the Colorado 
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With temperatures 
fi nally beginning to 
dip, fall is the perfect 
time to enjoy a 
campsite bonfi re with 
loved ones. See story 
on page 48.

DEPARTMENTS

38 TECH Q&A
You’ve got questions, and our RV 
expert has answers.

 43 SOLAR POWER TO GO
From blenders to batteries to 
cell-phone chargers, portable solar 
products help RVers live the lifestyle 
with free energy.

46 RV REFRIGERATOR REFRESH 
An easy DIY project to fix leaky door 
seals and update the lighting on a 
Dometic fridge.

Life on the Road
48 CELEBRATING AUTUMN

A full-timing RV family dishes on 
their favorite seasonal activities.

52 PROST ZUM HUND!
Raise a stein to these dog-friendly 
Oktoberfest celebrations across 
the nation.

55 TAKE THE LONG WAY HOME
How to stay healthy behind the 
wheel on extended RV road trips.

 58 SNAPSHOTS
So, where to next?
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7 MESSAGE FROM MARCUS

Changing Seasons

8 THE BUZZ
Here’s what our readers are saying.

Foodie
 10 LOCAL FLAVORS

Find the perfect pumpkin along The 
Great River Road in Illinois, then whip 
up some delectable ravioli.

In the Know
32 MOUNTAIN VALLEY RV RESORT

Head out to Heber City, Utah, for 
world-class fishing, championship 
golf courses, and outdoor adventure 
the whole year ’round.

 34 REEL WORLD
Meet Karin Muller, an acclaimed 
filmmaker who travels in her RV in 
search of “America’s Unsung Heroes.”

Rigs + Gear
37 WELCOME TO THE OUTBACK

Keystone’s family-friendly 340BH 
travel trailer will keep the whole 
crew comfortable in style and luxury.
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Launching September 13         leisurevans.com/next

The pioneer, reimagined.
The next-generation Murphy Bed.

LEISURE TRAVEL VANS, CIRCLE 121 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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We represent the nation’s top RV specialty carriers!
GoodSamRVInsurance.com/code/VJ

877-712-6489
mention savings code TD-VJ

DOES YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY OFFER
SPECIALIZED RV COVERAGE?

530$

EACH YEAR!1

SAVE AN 
AVERAGE OF

Call today for your free quote and $10 merchandise 
certificate3 to Camping World and Gander RV!

The Good Sam Insurance Agency offers top-of-the-line 
specialized RV coverage2 that fits your needs and your 

budget with options and features like:

Full Replacement Cost Option 
provides you with a new RV if 
yours is ever lost or stolen in a 
covered claim

Permanent Attachment 
Coverage protects things like 
outside awnings, antennas, and 
satellite dishes

Storage Option can save you as 
much as 53% on your premium 
when you’re not using your RV

Personal Effects Option covers 
the cost of your personal 
belongings up to $3,000

Full-Timer Liability Coverage 
provides protection for those 
who live in their RV at least six 
months of the year
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IIt’s no secret that fall is a great time to get 
out and go RVing. What’s not to love? The 
sweltering summer heat is finally behind us, 
giving way to cool afternoons and chilly eve-
nings spent reminiscing around the campfire. 
Seasonal decor, from pumpkins to scarecrows 
to all things black and orange, begins to pop 
up on porches, at campgrounds, and in local 
businesses. And one thing you’ll notice on the 
road—and especially at the RV park—is that 
the crowds begin to lessen, making it easier to 
get a reservation or possibly even drop in and 
find a spot.

Apart from the mild weather and thin-
ning crowds, this season is jam-packed with 
so many fun things to do. Looking to attend 
a lively fall celebration, 
or maybe to go to a local 
farm stand for some fresh 
produce? “Fantastic Fall 
Festivals,” beginning on 
page 18, highlights some of 
the best places to visit this 
time of year. Or, if you really 
want to get into the October 
spirit, this month’s RV 
Road Trip (page 14) tours 
Salem, Massachusetts, site 
of the famous (and tragic) 
witch trials in the late 1600s. And for some tried-and-true 
suggestions from a full-timing RV family, Crazy Family 
Adventure serves up their favorite activities in “Autumn 
Adventures,” beginning on page 48.

It’s also a great time of year to spend time with family, 
perhaps nestled under a blanket in front of the fireplace 
in your RV. If your RV isn’t so equipped, turn to page 22 
for a handful of new RVs that feature an electric fireplace, 

Marcus Lemonis
Publisher
@marcuslemonis

WELCOME

CHANGING 
SEASONS

Apart from the
mild weather
and thinning
crowds, fall is
jam-packed
with fun things
to do.

perfect for taking the edge off a cold October night.
Finally, we all know RVing is a social activity. 

Granted, there are times when you’re off-grid, with only 
a grassy meadow, alpine lake, or shimmering sand dunes 
as your neighbors. But more often than not, you’ll find 
yourself in an RV park with other happy campers. And, 
in order to ensure we all remain happy campers, it’s im-
portant to be a good neighbor. Turn to page 12 for some 
helpful tips.

There’s so much to see and do during this season, and 
with possibly frigid winter temperatures right around the 
corner, we encourage you to get out and take in all that 
fall has to offer. 
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THE BUZZ

Reply something that 
only RVers would 
understand.

@SantaCamping
Tighten the nuts.

@gbunn2
Always overpack.

@SarahCorwin19
Shush from a parent, 
soft giggle from happy 
children, and the loud 
slap of the campground 
restroom door just 
before dark.

@sands111111
The joy of backing into a 
tight spot.

@NormaALopez
The excitement, the 
feeling of planning your 
next camping trip.

CONNECT WITH US
info-rvmagazine@rv.com

 RVdotCom
 RV.com
 RV_com

FROM TWITTER RV MODS
Just received the August 2022 
issue with the story about 
RV mods and found it very 
interesting.

We made a couple of mod-
i� cations to our Mallard trailer. 
� e � rst was to cut away and 
shorten the length of one of 
the upper cabinets on the side 
of the bed. A box was built 
to take the place of the rather 
useless cabinet beside the bed. 
� is allowed us to replace the 
horrible RV mattress with a 
king-size Purple mattress. � is 
involved moving the electrical 
outlet in the lower cabinet to 
the wall of the trailer. Everyone 
now sleeps better.
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THE BUZZ
YOUR RV IS 
LIKE THE 

ULTIMATE 
SUITCASE!

PACK IT UP
I told a friend that traveling in our RV is like just packing one 
big suitcase. At a minute’s thought, just throw everything on the 
bed. Drive. Do something. Go to bed. � en pj’s o� . � row on 
the bed. Clothes on. Go. Come back and eat. Next day: wash, 
rinse, repeat. (Sorry kids; it’s likely only the over-40 crowd will 
understand that one.) No repacking. No elevators. Minimal, if 
any, checkout. No restaurants unless you want one. An RV is 
one big suitcase! We’re loving the life but still learning. Only a 
24-plus-foot coach but I always ask for a pull-through site be-
cause backing into a narrow spot the � rst night in the dark was 
kind of … something.
Joyce Hohn, via email

� e second modi� cation 
was to get rid of the love seat 
that converts to a bed. My wife 
and I do not foresee anyone 
traveling with us, so the elim-
ination of a possibly uncom-
fortable bed was not an issue. 
We installed an electrical out-
let on the side of the separa-
tion panel between the dining 
table and the area for the love 
seat. We did this so we could 
acquire two electric-powered 
recliners. Watching TV, which 
is directly opposite the reclin-
ers, is now so much nicer. � e 
recliners were purchased at a 
standard furniture store. � e 
� t is tight with about 1-inch of 
clearance on the side. It’s easily 
one of the best modi� cations, 
or upgrades, that we have ever 
completed.

Lastly, why is RV con-
struction so poorly done? We 
have had to � x several small 
problems. Leaks around the 
shower enclosure, leaks in the 
plumbing for the onboard 
water pump, � nishing nails 
for trim not completely � ush, 
and trim that just fell o� . We’ve 
had cabinet closures that were 
not aligned, screws for holding 
things together that were slop-
pily placed—just an overall lack 
of quality, rushed construction, 
poor quality control, and as-
semblers who it seems just don’t 
care. � e issues would be cov-
ered by warranty, but dragging 
the trailer to the RV dealer, and 
waiting a month or so for re-
pairs, was not a good economic 
choice. Most of the issues I have 
just resolved myself.
Ray � ompson, via email

When I saw the Snapshots “Spirit of the 
Old West” write up in the August issue, I 
knew I should share this with other readers. 
I got this beauty at Cheyenne Frontier 
Days 25 years ago, during the 101st Annual 
event. – Timothy Pasquarelli, via email

@NormaALopez
The excitement, the 
feeling of planning your 
next camping trip.

CONNECT WITH US
info-rvmagazine@rv.com

When I saw the Snapshots “Spirit of the 
Old West” write up in the August issue, I 
knew I should share this with other readers. 
I got this beauty at Cheyenne Frontier 
Days 25 years ago, during the 101st Annual 
event. – Timothy Pasquarelli, via email

SCREEN FIX
A� er the screen-door latch 
spring broke on our new 2020 
Coachmen travel trailer a� er 
two months of use, I replaced 
the whole latch mechanism. 
When the small, internal 
spring broke on the replace-
ment latch a short time later, 
I decided I needed a stronger 
alternative. I drilled a small 
anchor hole in the latch handle 
and anchored a larger spring 
externally to the door frame. 
Problem solved! � e screen-
door latch works great and will 
probably last as long as we own 
the trailer. Since similar (or 
identical) screen-door latches 
are used on many RVs, this 
� x may help others who have 
had their door latch break 
prematurely. 
John Easterbrooks
Yakima, Washington

DOG DAYS
First and foremost, you are all 
doing a great job with your 
diversity of articles, places to 
visit, and especially the Tech 
Q&A department. We thor-
oughly enjoy RV Magazine!

We wanted to take a 
moment to respond to the 
various letters regarding RV 
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owners leaving their pets in their trailers 
or motor homes while they are out for the 
day. We are not pet owners, but we do 
love all our “grand dogs” and we realize 
how special pets are to families. 

Last year, a neighboring site left their 
dogs alone for the day in their travel 
trailer. The dogs whined for a solid hour 
and started scratching at the inside of 
their trailer door. I called the office to 
ask if someone would contact the owners 
and let them know about this situation, 
which they did. About a half hour later, 
an extremely angry owner returned and 
verbally chastised anyone who would 
listen about how mad he was to have to 
come back and take care of his dogs. 

The manager of the campground han-
dled the situation very well and explained 
to the RV owner two things: 1) The dogs 
were annoying the campsites nearby for 
an unnecessary amount of time and 2) 
because the dogs were scratching at the 
door, it appeared that they were in dis-
tress without their owner being present. 

If you are a dog or other pet owner, 
please consider how your camping 
neighbors feel when a pet is left alone for 
a long period of time, and they whine or 
bark for (and I’m not exaggerating) hours 
at a time.
Mike and Kathy Cunningham  
Syracuse, New York

A SPECIAL PLACE
From May 1–October 1 of every year 
we spend our summers in our Liberty 
Coach/Elegant Lady on the bank of the 
Rio Grande River at Mountain Views 
RV Resort in Creede, Colorado. We have 
two lots with two pads so our friends can 
share in this stunning location. Lot 1 has 
a 600-square-foot cabin built within the 
restrictions of the resort, while Lot 2 has 
a pavilion with an outdoor kitchen, guest 
quarters, a full bath, and a garage. Together, 
the lots measure 100-by-100 feet. 

I know that I am biased, but this place 
is very special. We have been able to coor-
dinate it all with a vintage western/mining 
feel from our coach to the curb.
Terry Swift, via email

TAKE THE SCENIC ROUTE
We are on the road with our RV for an 
ambitious scenic adventure. We plan to 
visit 50 states, 50 golf courses, and 50-plus 

For more information, please visit 
www.camco.netSubscribe to our YouTube 

for tips & more outdoor products!

Protection for your RV and appliances

Protect your RV 
from dangerous voltage levels!   

The Camco Power Grip RV Voltage Protector with Integrated Surge Protection helps protect your 
RV and appliances from high (>132 VAC) or low (<102 VAC) voltage levels and power surges. If 
dangerous conditions are detected, it will automatically disconnect; reconnecting only after the 
normal operating conditions have been restored.

with Power Grip® Handles

VoltageVoltageVoltageVoltageVoltageVoltageVoltageVoltage
Protector

®MD

Protect your RV 
from dangerous voltage levels!   

VoltageVoltageVoltage
ProtectorProtector
Voltage
Protector
Voltage
Protector

✓
✓
✓

30-AMP 50-AMP

✓
Auto disconnect

Diagnostic LEDs

Integrated surge protection

AVAILABLE IN:

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

Do you have an older RV that you 
have rehabbed to perfection? We’d 
love to hear your story … and see 
some photos, too.

RV campsites in six months. We started 
on March 20th in Orlando, Florida, and 
have just six states left to visit. We’ve 
encountered lots of beautiful scenery and 
surprisingly upscale public golf courses 
along the way. Happy glamping!
Roberto and Teresa, via email

GO RETRO
I really like the new magazine. It’s not 
simply the same stuff all the time, and I 
enjoy the variety of interesting articles. 

But I would like to see articles about re-
habbing retro RVs (even from the 1960s) 
and making them new again. It’s just a 
part of RV history!
Jonathan Jordan, via email 
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  FOODIE

GREAT PUMPKIN ON 
THE GREAT RIVER ROAD
by T E R R I  P E T E R S O N  S M I T H

Pumpkin Ravioli 
with Sage Butter 
and Walnuts
No need to make fresh pasta; this recipe uses 
wonton wrappers, which are commonly found 
in the produce section of your grocery store.

On the Menu

1) Melt 2 tablespoons of butter in a large 
skillet over medium heat. Add the pumpkin, 
salt, nutmeg, brown sugar, and chili pow-
der. Cook for several minutes, stirring occa-
sionally to blend and evaporate any excess 
liquid. Remove from heat and let it cool.

2) Toast the walnuts in a small skillet over 
medium-low heat, tossing and stirring un-
til golden. Remove to a plate and set aside.

3)  In the same small skillet, melt the 
remaining butter over medium heat. Add 
garlic and cook for a minute, then add 
chopped sage, stirring for another minute. 
Remove from heat and set aside. 

4) In a small bowl, beat the egg with 1 
tablespoon cold water. 

5) Bring a pot of salted water to a boil. Lay 
out half of the wonton wrappers a few at a 
time and spoon about 2 teaspoons of the 
pumpkin mixture onto the middle of each 
one. Dab your finger into the egg-wash 
mixture and “paint” around the edge 
of each wonton wrapper. Lay a second 
wonton wrapper on top of each one, match 
up the edges, and press together gently to 
remove any air bubbles. Seal by pressing 
around the edges with the tines of a fork. 

6) Drop a few ravioli at a time into the boiling 
water. Boil for 2 minutes, then remove 
with a slotted spoon and place on a platter. 
Spoon a bit of the browned butter with sage 
over the ravioli, then sprinkle on parmesan 
cheese, toasted walnuts, and ground pepper.

7) Garnish with cherry tomatoes and/or 
sage leaves.

YOU’LL NEED
Pumpkins. Each October, 

they appear in everything 
from pie and bread to beer and 
the lattes in your local coffee 
shop. Yet, you won’t find them 
anywhere in greater abundance 
than in Illinois, which grows 
more pumpkins than anywhere 
else in the US. They produce 
the carving pumpkins typically 
made into jack-o’-lanterns, as 
well as pie pumpkins (often 
called sugar pumpkins) that 
have more and smoother flesh 
and are consequently used to 
make pumpkin puree. In fact, 
the canned pumpkin you use in 
the recipe to the right probably 
came from the Prairie State, 

which produces 85% of the 
world’s canned pumpkin.

Aside from eating them, one 
great way to enjoy the orange 
orbs of Illinois is to view them 
while cruising The Great River 
Road (greatriverroad-illinois.org). 
It follows the Mississippi River 
for 550 miles along the state’s 
western border from historic 
Galena in the north to quaint 
river communities and larger 
cities such as Moline along the 
way to Cairo in the south of the 
state. Farms near this great 
byway offer a bumper crop of 
fall fun with pumpkins to carve, 
plenty of fall produce, and corn 
mazes aplenty. 

Pumpkin Ravioli Pumpkin Ravioli 
with Sage Butter with Sage Butter 

No need to make fresh pasta; this recipe uses 
wonton wrappers, which are commonly found 
in the produce section of your grocery store.

Pumpkin Ravioli Pumpkin Ravioli 
with Sage Butter with Sage Butter 

No need to make fresh pasta; this recipe uses 
wonton wrappers, which are commonly found 

MAKE IT


 1 stick salted 
butter

 1 15-oz can of 
pumpkin puree

 ¹⁄₂ tsp salt
 ¹⁄₄ tsp chili 

powder
 ¹⁄₄ tsp nutmeg
 1 tbsp packed 

brown sugar
 ¹⁄₂ cup walnuts 

(pine nuts also 
work)

 1 large egg

 48 wonton 
wrappers

 Parmesan 
cheese

 2 cloves garlic, 
minced

 4 sage leaves, 
finely chopped, 
plus a few for 
garnish

 Cherry toma-
toes (optional)

 Freshly ground 
pepper

WHY WE LIKE IT European-style high-gloss cabinetry | Truma Combi water heater and 
furnace | JRIDE smooth-ride-and-handling package 

LOCAL FLAVORS
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Jayco Swift
For a leisurely cruise along The 
Great River Road, hop in an 
easy-driving Jayco Swift Class 
B on the RAM ProMaster 3500 chassis. Three floorplans are available, each with 
a solid-surface kitchen countertop, two-burner range, convection microwave, and 
wet bath. The 20A has four cab bucket seats, a 48-by-76-inch convertible sofa bed, 
and a 5.3-cubic-foot fridge. An all-new 20D is identical to the 20A but features a 
pop-top 48-by-75-inch sleeping area. The 20T, with two cab seats and a 3.1-cubic- 
foot fridge, has twin beds that can be converted into a king-sized bed. jayco.com

A view of the mighty 
Mississippi River from the 

Illinois-Iowa border.
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LOW

HIGH

Unlike many chardonnays, 
Hess Select Monterey County 
Chardonnay 2019 has a less oaky 
flavor so it won’t overpower the 
delicate pumpkin pasta. This wine 
features hints of the tropical flavors 
of kiwi and citrus and offers a 
well-balanced acidity. $13

For a more full-bodied wine, try 
Tommasi Valpolicella “Ripasso” 
2018 from Italy’s Veneto region. 
This red wine is made by giving 
Valpolicella Classico wine a second 
fermentation in contact with the 
grape skins from another wine, 
thus enriching its aromas, body, and 
complexity. The result is a spicy and 
slightly cherry flavor that makes 
a perfect accompaniment to our 
pasta. $28 

F I N E  P A I R I N G S
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a perfect accompaniment to our 
pasta. $28 
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I N CA M P |  M I N D YOUR MAN N ER S

B Y  K E R R I  C O X

RESPECT QUIET HOURS 
You might not realize it, but your raucous conversation 
might be reverberating through the walls of the trailer 
next door. Also, take special care when setting up or
breaking camp early or late in the day. For instance,
take care not to slam shut vehicle doors. And quiet 
hours aren’t just about sound. Turn off  or dim exterior 
lights, which can bother tent sleepers and star seekers.

11
RESPECT QUIET HOURS 
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You might not realize it, but your raucous conversation 1You might not realize it, but your raucous conversation 
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As I sit at the campground
writing this article, the early morning 
sun is shining down, a neighbor’s 
flag is flapping in the breeze, and 
the lyrics of the 1987 Guns N’ Roses 
hit “Sweet Child O’ Mine” are blaring 
from a neighbor’s RV. The irony is 
apparent.

Camping is a microcosm of our 
society, with all sorts of people 
brought together in a very small 
space. Not only do we have to exist 
as neighbors in our side-by-side 
slices of the campground, we also 
come together in the shared spaces.

What does it take to be a good 
campground neighbor? The golden 
rule of treating others as you’d like 
to be treated comes first. Unfortu-
nately, we have myriad ideas of how 
we’d like to be treated, so I did an 
informal survey of RVers to find out 
what bothersome behaviors they 
have experienced at the campground. 
Following are the most common 
responses.

22

Campground 

Etiquette
TEN TIPS

ON HOW TO
BE A GOOD

NEIGHBOR IN
THE RVING

COMMUNITY.

As I sit at the campground
writing this article, the early morning 
sun is shining down, a neighbor’s 
flag is flapping in the breeze, and 
the lyrics of the 1987 Guns N’ Roses 
hit “Sweet Child O’ Mine” are blaring 
from a neighbor’s RV. The irony is 
apparent.

Following are the most common 
responses.

22
PH

OT
OS

: K
ER

RI
 C

OX
; D

AM
ED

EE
SO

, A
AR

ON
AM

AT
/G

ET
TY

 IM
AG

ES
 

12  R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 2

RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:02 PM   - 12 -    (Cyan)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:02 PM   - 12 -    (Cyan)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:02 PM   - 12 -    (Magenta)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:02 PM   - 12 -    (Magenta)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:02 PM   - 12 -    (Yellow)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:02 PM   - 12 -    (Yellow)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:02 PM   - 12 -    (BlacK)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:02 PM   - 12 -    (BlacK)



Music may add to your good time, but other 
campers might not appreciate the same 
jams as you. Do a walk test to see how far the 
sound is carrying, especially when using the 
outdoor entertainment system.

One of the funniest campground etiquette woes we experienced happened 
on our first cross-country trip. We were out on our patio enjoying a game of 
Farkle when we looked over and spotted a stark-naked gray-haired couple 
walking around in their Class C motorhome—you know, the kind with large 
front windows. We, of course, let out a giggle and averted our eyes. We 
never did figure out if it was merely an honest mistake on their part.

Should we have given them a heads-up, or was ignoring it the right 
thing to do? Let us know what you think at info-rvmagazine@rv.com 

What Would You Do?

3

88

55 6

9

LEASH YOUR PETS,
EVEN THE NICE ONES 
Unleashed pets running 
around a campground can 
be a danger to campers and 
their pets. Telling strangers, 
“She never bites!” isn’t as 
reassuring as you might 
think, especially if your pet 
is running toward someone. 

KEEP AN EYE ON 
YOUR KIDS 
Many adults rightfully expect 
a certain level of supervision 
to make sure the little ones 
are being safe and aren’t 
outright annoying others. 
Help your children learn 
campground etiquette, too. 

POOR BEHAVIOR IN SHARED SPACES 
The campground community usually includes 
shared restrooms, laundry rooms, pools, and play-
grounds. Like in the woods, the goal here should 

be to “leave no trace.” Clean up your 
trash and take good care of the facilities. 
Another common annoyance is laundry 
left in the machines. 

SLOW DOWN ON THE
CAMPGROUND ROADS
Roadways are often the playgrounds of little 
ones. You’ll regularly fi nd kids rolling through 
the campground. They may be hard to see, 
especially if you are concentrating on managing 
your big rig. Plus, driving fast on gravel roads 
kicks up a lot of dirt, which makes a mess.

111000101101

DON’T CUT 
ACROSS OTHER 
PEOPLE’S
CAMPSITES 
While this might not be the 
biggest offense, it is the 
most common complaint. 
Campers consider campsites 
their territory and do not like 
others cutting through. This 
is especially problematic if 
the site is near an amenity 
like the pool or playground, 
creating a constant parade 
of site crossers.

CONSIDER LEAVING 
FIDO AT HOME IF HE/
SHE IS A BARKER
Another noise that puts 
campers in a tizzy is the 
sound of barking dogs—
especially those left alone 
in an RV. Before taking a 
pet along, make sure it has 
the temperament to handle 
time alone in the rig, as 
well as the traffic of those 
walking past your site. Use 
wireless cameras to see 
how much barking occurs 
when you are away.

HANDLE RV HOSES 
PROPERLY 
The “stinky slinky” is best 
when it’s out of sight and 
out of mind. Neighbors are 
bothered if you set yours 
on the picnic table, run it 
near their site, empty your 
RV’s black tank while they 
are eating, and so on. Never 
dump your RV’s tanks on the 
ground. Also, when using a 
shared dump station, take 
extra care in placing the 
sewer hose—and spray off 
any spills. 

I know I’m adorable but 
not everyone has warm-

and-fuzzy feelings 
toward all of us four-

legged family members. 
Pet parents need to be 

understanding and
respectful of other 

people’s comfort levels.

HANDLE RV HOSES 
PROPERLY 
The “stinky slinky” is best 

NO ONE WANTS
YOUR MUSIC—OR
YOUR THEATER
SYSTEM—AS THE
SOUNDTRACK
FOR THEIR
CAMPING TRIP
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PICK UP AFTER 
YOUR PET 
Pet waste left on other 
people’s sites and 
around the campground 
is another egregious 
off ense. Always pick up 
after your pets. 

One of the funniest campground etiquette woes we experienced happened 
on our first cross-country trip. We were out on our patio enjoying a game of 
Farkle when we looked over and spotted a stark-naked gray-haired couple 
walking around in their Class C motorhome—you know, the kind with large 
front windows. We, of course, let out a giggle and averted our eyes. We 
never did figure out if it was merely an honest mistake on their part.

thing to do? Let us know what you think at 

What Would You Do?

1

creating a constant parade 
of site crossers.

when you are away.

R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 2  13

RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:03 PM   - 13 -    (Cyan)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:03 PM   - 13 -    (Cyan)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:03 PM   - 13 -    (Magenta)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:03 PM   - 13 -    (Magenta)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:03 PM   - 13 -    (Yellow)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:03 PM   - 13 -    (Yellow)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:03 PM   - 13 -    (BlacK)RVM2210 - Campground Etiquette.indd   8/16/22   12:03 PM   - 13 -    (BlacK)



PH
OT

OS
: C

OU
RT

ES
Y 

TH
E 

LO
CA

TI
ON

S

Salem Maritime (nps.gov/sama) was the fi rst 
National Historic Site in the US. Numerous 
houses and buildings tell the story of mer-
chants and sailors who spearheaded interna-
tional trade in our young country’s formative 
years. After admiring the tall ship Friendship, 
take a lovely stroll on the breakwater to the 
Derby Wharf Light Station.

As we move deeper
into the fall season, 
leaves turn brilliant 

hues, daylight lessens as the 
calendar rolls along, and cool 
evenings envelop us. Thoughts often turn to the spookiest 
of holidays this time of year, and where better to celebrate 
Halloween than Witch City?  

Salem’s history is synonymous with the Witch Trials 
held there in 1692 in which at least 19 people found guilty of 
witchcraft were executed. While the trials lasted less than 
a year, their impact on Salem endures. Witch museums, 
ghost tours, and cemetery walks keep the macabre history 
of the town alive. On the lighter side, Salem hosts Haunted 
Happenings (hauntedhappenings.org) each October, a family- 
friendly celebration featuring street fairs, a parade, costume 
balls, and much more.  

Salem has numerous options for things to do in addition to 
its supernatural attractions. The quaint burg lies on Massachu-
setts Bay, allowing for beautiful views of the rugged coastline 
while exploring town. Historic homes, world-class art, and fresh 
seafood abound. Spooky or historic, culture or cuisine, Salem is 
sure to cast a spell on guys, gals, and ghouls of all ages.

MUST-DO

W E E K E N D  W A R R I O R S

             SALEM, 
MASSACHUSETTS

s we move deeper
into the fall season, 
leaves turn brilliant 

hues, daylight lessens as the 
calendar rolls along, and cool 
evenings envelop us. Thoughts often turn to the spookiest 
of holidays this time of year, and where better to celebrate 
Halloween than Witch City?  

Salem’s history is synonymous with the Witch Trials 
held there in 1692 in which at least 19 people found guilty of 

W E E K E N D  W A R R I O R S

             SALEM,              SALEM,              SALEM, 
MASSACHUSETTSMASSACHUSETTS

NO NEED TO BE 
SCARED WHILE 

VISITING THE 
HISTORIC SITES 
AND SAMPLING 

DELICIOUS 
DISHES IN THIS 

ENCHANTING 
BAY STATE TOWN 

… BUT THAT’S 
ALL PART OF THE 

FUN.

B Y  J U L I E  P E R R Y  N E L S O N
@ T R A V E L _ F E R R E T

OFF THE BEATEN PATH
At History Alive (historyalivesalem.com), the show 
“Cry Innocent” starts outside where suspected 
witch Bridget Bishop (the first person executed 
for witchcraft) is brought into the “court” with the 
audience serving as the jury. The mock trial show 
is a terrific introduction to the Salem Witch Trials 
and the town.

ON THE MENU
For fresh, delicious seafood, stop in at Sea Level 
Oyster Bar (sealeveloysterbar.com). Two levels of 

fantastic views and a huge raw bar make Sea 
Level a great place for dinner. Brave souls can 
try the Scary Mary, an unbelievable “drink” 
that includes a lobster! 

STAY HERE
Winter Island Park campground (salemma.gov) 
is close to downtown and adjacent to Salem 
Harbor. Visit the beach or the site of former Fort 
Pickering for a spectacular sunrise or sunset. The 
campground is open May through Halloween and 
is often booked far in advance.
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W E E K E N D  W A R R I O R S

             SALEM, 
MASSACHUSETTS OFF THE BEATEN PATH

Tap in to your inner swashbuckler and 
see actual treasure at Real Pirates 

Salem (realpiratessalem.com). Artifacts 
from the 300-year-old sunken wreck, 

Whydah, are on display throughout the 
museum. Kids can, of course, dress up 

as pirates for a great photo op.

STAY HERE
Lorraine Park Campground in Harold 

Parker State Forest (mass.gov) is a beauti-
ful site in lush surroundings. There are 35 
miles of trails to explore. Columbus Day is 
the last day of the camping sea-
son; the park will reopen 
in early May 2023.

ON THE MENU
Vegetarian, vegan, or gluten-free? No problem at 
Flying Saucer Pizza Company (flyingsaucerpizza
company.com). Sci-fi decor and unique pizzas make 
Flying Saucer a fun place to take the whole family. 
For a one-of-a-kind meal, order the Nick Fury, a 
pizza with mac and cheese as the topping, and pair 
it with blue milk (as seen in Star Wars). 

MUST-DO
Join an engaging Salem Kids Tour 

(salemkidstours.com) led by local edu-
cators. The Salem Kids History Tour is 
a great overview of the town and its 

intriguing history. The Slightly Spooky 
Tour takes guests off the beaten path 
for true stories and mild ghost yarns.  

miles of trails to explore. Columbus Day is 
the last day of the camping sea-
son; the park will reopen 
in early May 2023.
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  RV ROAD TRIP | salem, massachusetts

MUST-DO
Built in 1668, The House of the Seven Gables 
(7gables.org) served as the inspiration for 
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 1851 novel of the same 
name. Hawthorne’s cousin lived in the ocean-
side mansion and regaled him with stories of 
previous owners and intrigues of the house.

OFF THE BEATEN PATH
Saugus Iron Works National Historic Site 
(nps.gov/sair) is the site of the first successful 
ironworks in the US. Reconstructed water wheels, 
forges, and a blast furnace provide a fascinating 
window into local history. Catch a weekend guided 
tour of the Ironworks House or Industrial Site.  

ON THE MENU
Eat where the locals do, at Red’s Sandwich 
Shop (redskitchenandtavern.com) housed in the 
historic 1698 London Coffee House building. 
Open for breakfast and lunch, the generous 
portions won’t leave you hungry, and the vari-
ety of options is sure to suit everybody.

STAY HERE
Tuxbury Pond RV Resort (rvonthego.com) offers 
fun activities and events including a game 
room, live entertainment, bingo, arts and 
crafts, and fishing. The Good Sam Park is lo-
cated just over the border in New Hampshire 
and is open mid-April through mid-October.

F U L L - T I M E  R V E R S
OFF THE

BEATEN PATH
For a change of 

pace, explore the 
vast works of the 

Peabody Essex Mu-
seum (pem.org). The 
collection includes 

art, culture, and 
architecture. In addi-
tion to the wonderful 

museum displays, 
the grounds include 
parks, gardens, and 
historic properties.

ON THE MENU
Turner’s Seafood 

at Lyceum Hall 
(turners-seafood.com) 
was originally an au-
ditorium for lectures 
by numerous famous 
authors and orators 

as well as where 
Alexander Graham 
Bell made the first 

telephone call. While 
sampling delectable 

food, look out for Brid-
get Bishop’s ghost.

STAY HERE
Enjoy ocean breezes 

while camping at 
Beach Rose RV Park 

(beachroservpark.com). 
The cozy park features 
level cement pads and 
two dog parks. Beach 
Rose is open until No-
vember 15 this year, 
weather permitting, 
and reopens in April 

2023. It’s located 
just 1 mile from 
Salisbury Beach.

R E T I R E D  R V E R S

MORryde.com  |  574-293-1581

HITCH MOUNT STABILIZERSCISSOR JACK STABILIZER5TH WHEEL STABILIZER
for Travel Trailersfor Front Cross Braces on 5th Wheels fits any 2" Hitch Receiver

Easily installs in minutes    |    Exceptional stability    |    Easy adjustments   |   Stable camping experience

S TA B I L I Z I N G
EASY

SOLUT IONS
[ [ 

historic properties. get Bishop’s ghost. Salisbury Beach.

MUST-DO
Relax and be entertained with 
a narrated tour on the 
Salem Trolley (salem 
trolley.com). Hop on for a 
one-hour tour, then use 
the trolley as a shuttle 
around town. Brave 
souls can opt for the 
Tales and Tombstones 
night tours to hear sto-
ries of murder, intrigue, 
and ghosts. Boo! 
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P R E S E N T S

See how Sam Schmidt—former IndyCar driver and 
current team owner—lives the Newmar lifestyle.

WATCH AT NEWMARCORP.COM

NEWMAR CORPORATION, CIRCLE 113 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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B Y  J O H N  S U L L A W A Y

Eight seasonal 
favorites that 

are sure to warm 
your RV travels.

I NSPI RAT I ON |  C EL EBRATE THE SEASON

Fantastic Fall Kite Festival, 
Lincoln City, Oregon:
October 1–2
Go fly a kite, or simply 
watch as elegant, lighter- 
than-air toys catch 
Pacific Ocean gusts at D 
River State Recreation 
Site. The event includes 
kite demonstrations by 
experts, workshops on 
kite-making, a parade, 
and endless views of kites 
soaring above the sands. 
Learn about delta kites, 
box kites, and diamond 
kites, then try your hand 
with your very own kite. 
oregoncoast.org

Stay: Lincoln City Premier 
RV Resort overlooks the 
Pacific Ocean for gorgeous 
sunset views. 
premierrvresorts.com

National Apple Harvest Festival, Arendtsville, Pennsylvania: October 1–2 and 8–9
Autumn isn’t complete without the taste of sweet, freshly harvested apples. At this event at the 
South Mountain Fairgrounds, exhibitors showcase everything from apple pie to candied apples to 
apple-flavored craft beer. Go on an orchard tour and see how the fruit is grown or check out the many 
antique autos on display. There’s also a petting zoo and craftsmen demonstrations. Keep an eye out 
for the Pennsylvania Apple Queen, who makes appearances throughout the event. appleharvest.com

National Apple Harvest Festival, Arendtsville, Pennsylvania:National Apple Harvest Festival, Arendtsville, Pennsylvania:
Autumn isn’t complete without the taste of sweet, freshly harvested apples. At this event at the 
South Mountain Fairgrounds, exhibitors showcase everything from apple pie to candied apples to 
apple-flavored craft beer. Go on an orchard tour and see how the fruit is grown or check out the many 
antique autos on display. There’s also a petting zoo and craftsmen demonstrations. Keep an eye out 
for the Pennsylvania Apple Queen, who makes appearances throughout the event. 

Stay: Eight miles 
southeast of Arendtsville, 
Drummer Boy Camping 
Resort in Gettysburg offers 
battlefield tours and ghost 
walks. rvonthego.com

FantasticFantasticFantastic
Fall Festivals

Meet summer’s cool little brother, fall. The season 
brings all the fun of its older sibling without the noisy 
fireworks, painful sunburns, or soaring temperatures. 

Instead, fall compels us to watch the leaves blaze in golden glory, 
cheer on a rollicking college football game, or ward off the chill 
with a hot cup of cider. Cozy up to one of these fun fall festivals 
and develop a new appreciation for summer’s less flashy but 
more chill kin.
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Celebrating its 26th year 
in 2022, the Trailing of the 

Sheep Festival preserves 
the stories, history, and 

culture of local sheep 
ranchers and herders. 

 About 85 handmade scarecrows will be showcased around the town in order for visitors to view them, vote for 
their favorites, and support local businesses. Events also include a fun-for-all-ages Family Zone in Lincoln Park. 

Trailing of the Sheep Festival, Ketchum, 
Idaho: October 5–9
At the foot of the Sawtooth Range, the small town of 
Ketchum hosts one of the most unusual fall festivals 
around. The Trailing of the Sheep honors the town’s 
deep roots in sheep ranching with a parade of the 
woolly critters ambling through town. Also on the 
program are cooking classes, a folk fair, sheepdog 
demos, and a Woolfest. trailingofthesheep.org

Stay: The Meadows RV Park in Ketchum is close to ATV 
riding, fishing, hiking, kayaking, mountain biking, and 
more. meadowsrvpark.com

Celebrating its 26th year 
in 2022, the Trailing of the 

Sheep Festival preserves 
the stories, history, and 

culture of local sheep 
ranchers and herders. 

Pirates of the High Seas & Renaissance Fest, 
Panama City Beach, Florida: October 7–9
Unleash your inner pirate. This Panhandle celebration 
pays homage to the region’s rich buccaneer history and 
encourages attendees to dress up in their finest pirate 
regalia with all the salty attitude they can muster. 
Held on Panama City Beach, the event rollicks with a 
scavenger hunt, pirate invasions, a kids’ parade, and a 
main parade. Enter the costume contest and try to win 
some booty to take home. visitpanamacitybeach.com

Stay: Campers Inn sits across the street from the 
white sands and emerald waters of Panama City 
Beach. campersinn.net

Scarecrow Weekend, St. Charles, Illinois:
October 7–9
Embrace this lovable fall icon in a fun-filled 
small-town festival west of Chicago. Follow the 
Scarecrow Stroll through downtown St. Charles to see 
the many displays set up by merchants and locals. 
Enjoy a hearty meal, or buy a Scarecrow in a Box, 
which you can assemble yourself. scarecrowfest.com

Stay: Lehman’s Lakeside RV resort is close to 
Interstate 90 and 15 minutes away from Chicago. 
lehmanrv.com
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AVAST! 
PIRATES 

ONCE ROAMED 
THE GULF OF 
MEXICO TO 

PILLAGE THE 
EMERALD 

COAST. 
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F A L L  F E S T I V A L S

Sea Witch Festival, Rehoboth Beach, 
Delaware: October 28–30
This resort destination pulls out all the stops 
to put on a spooky Halloween blowout with 
a nautical twist. Held along the city’s beach 
boardwalk, events here include a costume 
parade, dog parade, trick or treating, and 
hayrides. One of the event’s highlights is the 
Sea Witch Hunt, in which revelers try to find 
the dreaded witch for prizes. The event was 
featured on HGTV’s list of the “21 Great Fall 
Festivals.” visitdelaware.com

Stay: Sun Outdoors Rehoboth Bay in Millsboro 
sits in the heart of the First State’s famed Shore. 
sunoutdoors.com 

Circleville Pumpkin 
Show, Circleville, Ohio:
October 19–22
Get your gourd on. This 
event celebrates all things 
pumpkin about 25 miles 
south of Columbus in 
Pumpkin Show Park. Marvel 
as judges weigh the largest 
pumpkins (some approach-
ing 2,000 pounds) and savor 
delicious pumpkin treats, 
from pie to candy to spice 
lattes. Stick around for the 
crowning of Miss Pumpkin. 
pumpkinshow.com

Stay: Pine Creek Horse-
man’s Camp in nearby 
Bloomingville situates 
RVers amid the Hocking 
Hills’ stunning landscapes. 
pinecreekhc.com

hayrides. One of the event’s highlights is the 
Sea Witch Hunt, in which revelers try to find 
the dreaded witch for prizes. The event was 
featured on HGTV’s list of the “21 Great Fall 
Festivals.”

Stay:
sits in the heart of the First State’s famed Shore. 
sunoutdoors.com 

Punkin Chunkin Festival, Thousand 
Islands-Seaway, New York: October 15
The pumpkin, that essential fall gourd, reaches 
new heights in this event on the banks of the 
St. Lawrence River. The centerpiece of this 
Upstate New York festival is a competition to 
see who can hurl a pumpkin farthest. Partici-
pants have elevated this to an art form, using 
everything from catapults to trebuchets to 
get their missiles into the air. The event also 
features a farmers market, a barbecue contest, 
and entertainment. 1000islands-clayton.com

Stay: Swan Bay Resort in Alexandria Bay puts 
guests close to the water, with access to a marina 
and hiking and biking trails. swanbayresort.com
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PROGRESSIVE INSURANCE COMPANY, CIRCLE 117 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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RVS /  W HAT’S N EW

We Flame to  Please!
R V S  W I T H  S O O T H I N G  A N D  W A R M I N G  E L E C T R I C     F I R E P L A C E S  T O  C O Z Y  U P  T O . 

A fireplace is the singular item in a 
home that seems to automatically calm 
the senses and warm the soul. Sitting 
around the hearth, absorbing the heat, 
and watching the flickering flames with 
loved ones brings joy and imprints those 
memories forever. So it’s no surprise that 
RV manufacturers have embraced including 
faux fireplaces as a part of many enter-
tainment centers found in motorhomes, 
fifth-wheels, travel trailers, and even a few 
pickup campers and teardrops. 

These fireplaces are actually fancy 
electric wall heaters with High/Low 
settings and designed with innovative LED 
“flame” technology of either crystal or faux 
log bedding to give the illusion of the real 
McCoy without the smoke and fire hazard 
of a real crackling fire. They provide a quick 
source of heat for cooler fall days and are 
a good supplemental heating system for 
those really cold winter days when an RV’s 
forced-air system might need a little boost. 

RV fireplaces come in a wide range of 
sizes, shapes, and styles from numerous 
manufacturers like Furrion, RecPro, 
Greystone, and Lippert, to name a few. If 
your RV doesn’t have a fireplace, one can 
usually be easily installed if space and 
existing wiring allow. Here we’ve high-
lighted a selection of various RVs with very 
comfortable living rooms that feature a 
fireplace as standard or as an option.   

HOST INDUSTRIES YUKON 1 1 . 5
Fireplaces in pickup campers are 
rare, but of those that do have the 
feature, one of the best setups can 
be found in the 2023 triple-slide 
Yukon 11.5 (MSRP: $74,402) 
from Host Campers. The 26-inch, 
1,500-watt Intertek faux-log curved 
fireplace sits against the cab wall, 
below the big-screen TV entertain-
ment center. The living area is huge, 
thanks to opposing slideouts and a 
rear slide. A U-shaped dinette comes 
standard or you have the option of 

a 6-foot couch with a removable 
table or theater seating. Also, the 
driver’s-side slideout can house a 
4-foot couch, a laundry center, or 
a full wardrobe. The Yukon’s base 
weight is 3,955 pounds, and more 
than three dozen options and extras 
are available when ordering.
hostcampers.com
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INTECH LUNA ROVER
Teardrop trailers are quite tiny when 

compared to most RVs, and one of 
the last RVs where one would expect 
to see an electric fireplace. But leave 
it to innovative manufacturer inTech 
to find a way to do just that to make 

an already comfortable interior 
even more relaxing. The company’s 
15-foot, 5-inch 1,800-pound 2023 

Luna Rover (MSRP: $22,482) is a 
roomy teardrop that offers a small 

electric fireplace as one of the 
options. The fireplace, with a built-in 

thermostat and multiple light settings 
for the flame, is located by the futon 

sofa and tucked into the rear wall 
that separates the interior from 

the external galley outfitted with a 
farmhouse-style sink, two-burner 

cooktop, and 40-quart 12-volt cooler.
intech.com

We Flame to  Please!
R V S  W I T H  S O O T H I N G  A N D  W A R M I N G  E L E C T R I C     F I R E P L A C E S  T O  C O Z Y  U P  T O . 

Electric fireplaces are 
quite common in Class A 
motorhomes. One coach 
that has a very nice living- 
room fireplace setup can 
be found in the 2022 Forest 
River Georgetown GT7 
36K7 (MSRP: $212,361). 
The 34-inch LaVanture 
Products fireplace sits below 

the entertainment system, 
with a storage shelf that 
separates the two. Comfy, 
thickly padded recliners, 
with both heat and massage, 
sit directly across from the 
fireplace, so it’s easy to kick 
back and enjoy the soothing 
ambiance in this richly 
appointed 40-foot motorcoach 
with a king bed, bunk beds, 
and two full bathrooms.
forestriverinc.com

farmhouse-style sink, two-burner 
cooktop, and 40-quart 12-volt cooler.

intech.com

FOREST RIVER GEORGETOWN GT7 36K7

B Y  B R U C E  W .  S M I T H
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R V S  W I T H  F I R E P L A C E S

JAYCO EAGLE HT FW 24RE
A beautiful fireplace setting in a fifth-wheel is located 
in the living room of the 2023 Jayco Eagle HT FW 24RE 
(MSRP: $61,725). Unlike most RV electric fireplaces, the 
29-foot Eagle’s $600 option stands by itself with a large 
mantle under one of the unit’s rear windows, and adjacent 
to the entertainment center. This places the fireplace as a 
more prominent feature in the airy, open living area of this 
half-ton-towable fiver featuring a trifold sofa (or optional 
theater seating) in the unit’s single slide. This Eagle sleeps 
up to six, and buyers can choose between American 
Craftsman and Modern Farmhouse for interior decor.
jayco.com

FOREST RIVER RIVERSTONE 442MC
When it comes to high-end fivers with a fireplace, the five-slide 
2023 Riverstone 442MC (Man Cave) is near the top. The 44-foot, 
19,131-pound (UVW) fifth-wheel actually has two bedrooms: The one 
in the rear is called the “Man Cave” because it has a 40-inch TV, a big 
fireplace, and a sofa bed that provides a quiet space away from the 
central living area with its island kitchen. The 5,200-Btu fireplace in 
the Man Cave is part of the mandatory Riverstone Luxury Package. It 
sits below the big screen and provides plenty of heat to keep the room 
toasty even in the coldest weather. At the opposite end of the 442MC 
(MSRP: $175,000) is a bedroom with a king-sized bed, a wardrobe, and 
washer-and-dryer hookups.
forestriverinc.com

DUTCHMEN KODIAK ULTIMATE 3301BHSL
A cozy living-room setup with an electric fireplace can be found in Keystone RV’s 
2023 Dutchmen Kodiak 3301BHSL (MSRP: $63,872.) This 37-foot, 7,100-pound (dry) 
twin-slide travel trailer has the fireplace in its own standalone enclosure adjacent 
to the galley and next to the door leading into the rear bunkhouse. The fireplace 
enclosure has a knickknack or storage cubby below the 
marble top. Opposite the fireplace is a slideout with a 
pair of comfortable rocker recliners and a booth-style 
dinette. Exterior pass-through storage is up front 
under the king-sized bed, and outside at the rear of the 
3301BHSL is a mini fridge housed in a storage cubby. 
dutchmen.com 
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Traveling in your RV with the entire family can be an incredible bonding 
and memory-making experience. No matter where you go or end up, the 
experiences had and memories made can last a lifetime. Follow along as we 
discuss all the best tips to help you prepare for your next boondocking trip.

1. Take short trips
The first and simplest boondocking tip is to take short trips! Sticking to 
shorter trips can allow you to prevent having to excessively conserve water, 
while making the trip a less stressful experience. 

2. Bathe before leaving the house / use bathhouses if available
An easy tip for conserving water for a short period of time is to have 
everyone shower or bathe before you leave the house or utilize a 
campground shower if you’re camping on your way to a boondocking site.

3. Visit somewhere fun and exciting
Choosing a fun location is vital to ensuring a fun boondocking trip. Luckily 
for you, there are many thousands of available sites across North Ameri-
ca where temporary boondocking is permitted. Some folks boondock in 
parking lots, while others choose host platforms, such as Harvest Hosts 
locations. Harvest Hosts allows RVers to enjoy unlimited overnight stays at 
unique locations such as breweries, farms, golf courses, wineries, and much 
more! With over 3000 locations at local businesses across North America, 
there are plenty of opportunities for unique RVing experiences.

4. Plan plenty of fun activities
Planning activities will keep your trip exciting and fresh for everyone! Plus, 
the more time spent away from the RV means less time regulating electric 
and water levels.

5. Eat out whenever possible
While you are out and about enjoying fun activities, be sure to grab lunch or 
dinner! This will save you time and energy in not having to cook, and it will 
also conserve your resources even further. 

Best Tips for Boondocking 
with Families

LEARN MORE ABOUT BOONDOCKING AND ALL THINGS 
RVING AT HARVESTHOSTS.COM.
PLUS YOU CAN SAVE 20% ON YOUR FIRST YEAR OF MEMBERSHIP
WITH CODE RVMAG20.

SPONSORED CONTENT
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T RAV E L |  COLORADO

Are you looking for fun things
to do a little off the beaten path? 
Then the northwestern part of 
Colorado is for you. There’s a little 
something for everyone, yet this 
wonderful patchwork of hidden 
jewels is much less visited than other 
parts of the state. From sweeping 
vistas in three national parks and 
monuments, to dozens of scenic 
hiking and biking trails, to wineries 
and farmers markets, to exotic 
canyons and authentic Mexican rug 
weavers, this area is rich with possi-
bilities for family fun.

DINOSAUR NATIONAL 
MONUMENT
We began our RV journey at Dinosaur 
National Monument, which spans 
both Utah and Colorado. On the Utah 
side visitors can walk among dinosaur 
bones from 150 million years ago lying 
fossilized in a rock cliff face under a 

huge shade ramada. The display is so 
well done you can’t help but feel the 
shiver of excitement archaeologists 
and paleontologists experience when 
they come across an exceptional find 
like this. Best of all, you can reach out 
and touch the bones! 

The Colorado side of the 
monument is equally fascinating but 
is far from Jurassic Park. Echo Park 
Road took us past one lovely vista 
after another as it wove through the 
vast national monument landscape 
to a gargantuan monolith known as 
Steamboat Rock. This skyscraping 
wall of stone stands sentinel while 
the waters of the Green River and 
Yampa River lap at its base. We got 
ideas for future visits as we watched 
kayakers paddle by. 

Along the way, we explored Rial 
Chew Ranch, a remote collection of 
buildings that was once a ranching 
family’s homestead. We were 
intrigued as we wandered through 
the log house the family had lived in 
until the early 1970s. Farther down 
the road, we crept into Whispering 
Cave where a low opening in a sheer 
cliff led us into a space similar to a 
large elevator shaft with closed-in 
walls and a very high vaulted ceiling. 
A steady cool breeze flowed through 
the cave, which was a welcome 
respite after the heat outside. 

B Y  E M I L Y  F A G A N

H I D D E N
 G E M S  T O
 E X P L O R E

 A L O N G  T H E
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W E S T E R N
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H I G H - M O U N T A I N

A D V E N T U R E

Are you looking for fun things
to do a little off the beaten path? 
Then the northwestern part of 
Colorado is for you. There’s a little 
something for everyone, yet this 
wonderful patchwork of hidden 
jewels is much less visited than other 
parts of the state. From sweeping 

Intrepid rock 
climbers make 
the fi nal ascent up
the sheer rock face
of Independence 
Monument, the 
towering pinnacle 
centerpiece of 
Colorado National 
Monument.
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COLORADO NATIONAL MONUMENT
All of this wonderfully lush farmland is made possible 
by irrigation from the Colorado River that flows through 
these towns. However, south of the river there is a 
vast outcropping of red rocks and sandstone that 
stands in stark and arid contrast to the bountiful 
harvests happening in Fruita and Palisade. Colorado 
National Monument embraces much of these dramatic 
landscapes, and Scenic Rimrock Drive took us from one 
stunning viewpoint to another. 

FRUITA + PALISADE
Dropping 95 miles south, we arrived at Fruita, Colorado, 
a mountain-biking mecca and the gateway to Colorado 
National Monument. We first took in the sights by bike, 
riding portions of the paved Colorado Riverfront Trail that 
goes between Loma, Fruita, Grand Junction, and beyond. 
For many, Colorado evokes images of craggy mountains 
and snow, so Fruita seemed an odd name for a Colorado 
town. However, at the farmers market we discovered the 
name is perfectly apropos as we savored locally grown 
apples and melons that were bursting with flavor. We 
threw our heads back in laughter as sweet melon juice 
ran down our chins, and then spotted some adorable 
alpacas for sale in a pen next to us. The breeder told us 
these cute-faced animals are docile and are really fun to 
raise. We petted their soft fuzzy heads while listening to 
a live band playing folk music in the background.

This part of Colorado is great for growing grapes, too, 
and there are a surprising number of vintners making 
fine wines east of Grand Junction in the verdant farming 
areas around Palisade. We got a map for the Palisade 
Fruit and Wine Byway, which was a pretty drive, and we 
did a little wine tasting along the way. 
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A D V E N T U R E

Far left: Spectacular 
views await visitors 
along the water’s edge 
at the bottom of Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison. 
Left: Wine ages in barrels 
at Graystone Winery, one
of many vintners offering 
wine tastings on the 
Palisade Fruit and Wine 
Byway.

The scenic Colorado Riverfront 
Trail takes walkers, joggers, and 

cyclists from Loma to Fruita to 
Grand Junction and beyond.
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CO LO RADO

We strolled the easy 1.5-mile 
round-trip Canyon Rim and Window 
Rock trails, giving us a terrific view of 
450-foot-tall Independence Monument 
jutting up out of the desert floor, 
followed by a glimpse through Window 
Rock at the green valley beyond. As 
we made our way across the wide 
and flat rock shelves underfoot, we 
kept hearing voices in the distance but 
couldn’t figure out where they were 
coming from. Suddenly we saw some 
people on the top of Independence 
Monument’s skinny spire. A group of 
rock climbers was fearlessly ascending 
the uppermost reaches of the pinnacle! 

We later learned that the first 
person to scramble up Independence 
Monument was John Otto in the early 
1900s. Today’s most popular route to 
the top is the one he took. His dream 
was to see the exotic landscape set 
aside as a national monument. Besides 
tirelessly campaigning for the creation 
of Colorado National Monument, 
which was established in 1911, he also 
oversaw the construction of much of 
Scenic Rimrock Drive, which boasts 52 
switchbacks in just 4 miles.

BLACK CANYON OF THE 
GUNNISON
We found Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison National Park to be even 
more out of this world. Carved by the 
fast-flowing Gunnison River, which 
picks up speed by dropping 95 feet of 

elevation for every mile of distance, 
the water has cut through the black 
jagged volcanic rock like a knife. At its 
narrowest point, Black Canyon is just 
¼ mile across, and the depths of the 
sheer walls range from 1,750–2,700 
feet. By comparison, the Empire State 
Building is only 1,454 feet tall.

Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
National Park lies south of the river and 
a short road runs alongside the water’s 
edge at the bottom of the canyon. For 
the most breathtaking views, we went 
outside the national park and drove 
Colorado Route 92, which snakes along 
the crest of the canyon north of the river. 

As we gazed down at the river 
far below, it was hard to imagine that 
beneath its surface the Denver and Rio 
Grande Railroad had once operated a 
narrow-gauge rail line in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s. Thousands of tourists 
took the Scenic Line of the World 
through 15 miles of the most impressive 
part of Black Canyon. The rail line was 
built by Irish and Italian immigrants in 
1881–’82 and service ended in 1940. 
By the early 1960s the rail lines had 
been removed, the Blue Mesa Dam had 
been built, and the whole area had been 
flooded to form the long and narrow 
Morrison Reservoir.

Dinosaur National Monument
Buck ’N’ Bull RV Park
bucknbullrvpark.com

Fossil Valley RV Park
fossilvalleyrvpark.com

Fruita, Palisade, 
Colorado National Monument

Monument RV Resort
monumentrvresort.com

Canyon View RV Resort
canyonviewrvresort.com

Black Canyon of the Gunnison
Black Canyon RV Park and 

Campground, blackcanyonrvpark.com

RV Resort and Cottages, Gunnison 
myrvoasis.com/gunnison

Nearby, we explored the beautiful 
mountain scenery along Castle Creek 
Road where we came across Ashcroft 
Ghost Town. As interesting as the old, 
dilapidated buildings were, we were 
most intrigued by the Catto Center 
at Toklat next door. Inside we found 
many handsome wool rugs made by 
rug weavers from Teotitlán del Valle, 
a village outside Oaxaca, Mexico. A 
petite Mexican woman showed how 
the wool is dyed using insects and 

flowers to obtain the colors. Our jaws 
dropped because we had recently 
visited that village during a tour of 
Mexico and we’d seen similar rugs 
and the exact same demonstration. 
The rugs were beautifully crafted 
and we were amazed a second time 
over that the indigo plant can create 
royal-blue wool, moss makes wool 
bright green, marigolds turn it yellow, 
and crushed bugs transform it into a 
vivid scarlet.

This colorful voyage through 
northwestern Colorado was a blast, 
and we highly recommend you take 
your time and relish it all! 

W H E R E  TO  S TAY

Black Canyon of the Gunnison is a dramatic landscape of jagged black cliffs that plunge straight 
down to the narrow aquamarine Gunnison River thousands of feet below. 

“The fi rst person to scramble up Independence 
Monument was John Otto ... his dream was

to see this exotic landscape set aside as a
national monument.”
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BRAKE BUDDY, CIRCLE 109 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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BUDGET
With extended terms up to 20 
years, lower monthly payments 
make owning an RV affordable. 
Be sure to budget to cover the 
expense of your RV ownership; 
apart from the initial sticker 
price, you will be required to 
carry insurance on the RV, and 
possibly need to store it when 
you’re not using it. And don’t 
forget about essential accesso-
ries, from sewer hoses to hitch 
equipment to braking devices 
and the like. Crunch the numbers 
and allow yourself some room 
each month. The typical down 
payment for an RV purchase is 
10–20%, so be sure to work that 
into your plans. Putting a chunk 
of money aside on each payday 
adds up quickly. 

I NSPI RAT I ON |  RV FIN AN C E

Buying an RV
ON THE FENCE ABOUT 
PURCHASING AN RV? 

IT’S TIME TO MAKE 
THE LEAP INTO THE 
MOST REWARDING 

LIFESTYLE OUT THERE.

B Y  K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E R

CREDIT TERMS
Once you’ve found the 
perfect RV for you, it’s time 
to discuss terms. Many 
dealers have in-house 
financing sources, so be 
sure they work for you. 
And, armed with your down 
payment, a strong credit 
score, and a clear sense 
of what you can afford, 
you may even be able to 
negotiate better terms or a 
lower price on your purchase. 
It never hurts to ask.

PRO TIP: Whether you are buying 
an RV from Camping World or 
from a private party, Good Sam 
Finance Center offers low rates 
and sensible terms to help cus-
tomers make the most of their 
purchase. Good Sam Finance 
Center will work with you to help 
you follow your RV dreams.

AFTER THE SALE
Once you’ve made your 
purchase, pay close attention 
during the walk-through, and 
be sure to ask any questions. 
We recommend staying in 
your RV close to home (or in 
your driveway) for the maiden 
voyage; some dealers will 
even allow you to stay on the 
lot in designated RV sites. 
That way, if you find you need 
a particular item, it’s never 
too far away. Once you’ve 
performed a few practice 
runs, you’re ready to hit the 
open road. 

Rest assured, if you want 
to buy an RV, you can! And 
Camping World and Good 
Sam Finance Center are 
here to help. See you at the 
campsite. 

So, you want to buy an RV? Great choice! 
But, now what? Where do you go from here? An RV 
can be a major purchase (often the second-largest 

investment you’ll make, behind your residential home), so it’s 
important to keep a few things in mind before you decide to 
lay down your hard-earned cash. Following a few simple tips 
rooted heavily in common sense will help ensure your foray 
into RV ownership is easy and enjoyable.

PRO TIP: Already own a capable 
tow vehicle? That can save you 
tens of thousands of dollars if 
you decide to get a suitable tow-
able RV (pop-up, travel trailer, or 
fifth-wheel) or pickup camper.

CREDIT SCORE
It goes without saying, 
everybody should have a 
solid idea of their credit 
score. There are apps 
available to check, and 
many banks/credit card 
companies have the option 
to enroll in some sort of 
credit monitoring. The higher 
your credit score, the better 
chance you’ll be able to 
obtain the most competi-
tive interest rate (we’ll get 
to that), and the lower your 
monthly payment may be.

RESEARCH
Before even stepping foot in 
a lot, do plenty of research 
online, on the phone, or 
however you prefer. When 
you do hit the dealership, 
some salespeople may apply 
pressure to you even if you’re 
just browsing, and it can 
be difficult when they start 
throwing numbers at you that 
you may not be comfortable 
with. Hold firm and stick to 
your budget.

PRO TIP: Camping World RV 
centers are the perfect choice to 
browse for new RVs and products 
and offer no-pressure shopping 
with a network of highly trained 
professionals who will answer all 
of your questions. It’s important 
to see the RV you’ll be purchasing, 
and open drawers, kick the tires, 
and get a better idea of the crafts-
manship and quality. Take your 
time and find one that’s just right.

For More Information
campingworld.com
goodsamfinancecenter.com
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©2022 Winnebago©2022 Winnebago

Our national parks are home to some of the most 
magical sights to see, lands to explore, and skies 
to behold, and there’s no better way to go than 
in a Winnebago. Introducing our new National 
Park Foundation edition Vista NPF - equipped with 
exclusive upgrades, inspired by our love of the 
parks, and built to go beyond.

Learn more about the Vista NPF and our 
partnership with the National Park Foundation 
at winnebago.com/NPFSeries

WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES, CIRCLE 122 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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MOUNTAIN 
VALLEY RV

RESORT

  IN THE KNOW
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 At Mountain Valley RV Resort in Utah visitors are treated 
to captivating scenery, upscale amenities, and friendly 
staff. Upon check-in RVers are escorted to their site, there’s a 
21-and-older section with an adults-only pool, and movie 
nights and live music are offered during the summer months.

B Y  D O N Y A  C A R L S O N

the perfect staging area for nature-
lovers and adventure-seekers with the 
area’s blue-ribbon fishing on the Provo 
River; championship golf courses; 
hiking, biking, and horseback-riding 
trails; and skiing and snowmobiling 
opportunities.

At this highest-rated-in-Utah RV 
park, guests can enjoy five pickleball 
courts, basketball, a game room, and 
a putting green. Also on the premises 
are two clubhouses with kitchens, 
a gym, a playground, three laundry 
rooms, three heated pools—two for 
families and one for adults only—plus 
two dog parks, including a huge one 
where Fido has plenty of space to race 
around to get some real exercise. The 
park’s pools close during the winter 
months but the three hot tubs remain 
open year-round. Placed strategically 
throughout the resort are community 
wood-burning campfires, so bring 
your fixin’s for s’mores and join other 
RVers to exchange stories. There’s 
also a pavilion with charcoal grills for 
guests to use. The resort can accom-
modate the largest rigs, and there’s 
tent camping and rustic cabin rentals 
as well. Mountain Valley RV Resort is 
gated and each reservation has its own 
gate code.
mountainvalleyrv.com

Sheltered by the stunning Rocky 
Mountains of Utah’s Heber Valley, fam-
ily-friendly Mountain Valley RV Resort 
is less than an hour’s drive southeast 
of Salt Lake City and 20 minutes south 
of Park City. The luxurious resort with 
198 RV sites set on spacious concrete 
pads, all with full hookups and picnic 
tables, is open year-round. Located in 
Heber City at an elevation of more than 
5,000 feet, Mountain Valley resort is 

10/10*/10 
Mountain Valley RV 
Resort has achieved 
a perfect rating from 
the Good Sam Guide 
Series for the facility, 
overall cleanliness, 
and visual appeal.

POLARIS ATV 
RENTALS

For an adrenaline 
rush, rent a side-by-
side from Mountain 

Valley and leave right 
from the RV resort 

to explore the scenic 
valley off-road and on.

MILES OF TRAILS
Adventure awaits 

for kids of all ages in 
Wasatch Mountain 

State Park, a 23,000-
acre preserve less 

than 10 miles from 
Mountain Valley. 

Snow or sun, there’s 
year-round fun in the 

surrounding area, from 
snowmobiling to skiing to 
fishing, hiking, and golfing 

amongst incredible 
scenery.

3 Reasons
You’ll Want

to Stay!

PERFECT PARKS
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THE OFFICIAL HITCH OF

#
B&W TRAILER HITCHES, CIRCLE 101 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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  IN THE KNOW

Nomadic fi lmmaker Karin Muller travels in her 
RV in search of “America’s Unsung Heroes.”

REEL 
WORLD

B Y  R E N E  A G R E D A N O

On a sunny afternoon while camping high in the 
Arizona mountains, Karin Muller stepped outside of 
her Coachmen Apex travel trailer to enjoy the cooler 

climate. Her camp chair was calling, until the unmistakable 
chime of clanging metal floated through the campground. 
She looked up to see a tall person sporting a medieval suit of 
armor, clomping through the dusty forest. “I’m ready to duel!” 
the warrior called out to a fun-loving group of other knights. 
“Hi! Can I watch?” Karin asked enthusiastically. She grabbed 
her camera to capture the bloodless duel between friends.

Karin, a nomadic filmmaker who has worked with 
National Geographic and Public Broadcasting Service (PBS), 
accidentally discovered “The Hell Hounds,” an Arizona 
community of cosplay aficionados. Their unscripted battle 
became part of Karin’s three-year project dubbed “America’s 
Unsung Heroes.” Now in its second year, the documen-
tarian’s @OurHumanPlanet YouTube channel is buzzing 
with people doing extraordinary things among friends and 
making a difference in their communities. Fans tune in to 
watch her compelling stories, like an ex-felon running a 
cooking school for newly released prisoners, a Colorado 
hairdresser nursing wild animals back to health, and a North 
Carolinian who fixes and donates cars to needy neighbors. 
The best clips will become a feature documentary for PBS.

In Search in an RV
The Swiss-born filmmaker is zigzagging across the US to 
convey the spirit of her adopted country. The idea came to 
her when the 2020 pandemic put a stop to her overseas 
projects. Already distraught by our nation’s tumultuous 
times, Karin launched a mission to reveal examples of 
Americans’ courage, kindness, and fortitude. She hopes the 
result will bring Americans closer together.

The filmmaker knew she was on the right track shortly 
after pulling into Salt Lake City, Utah. She was shooting one 
of her first stories, about an 86-year-old toy maker and his 
team of woodworkers. They craft free toys for children, all 
from stockpiles of donated materials. With her trailer in tow, 
she asked for permission to boondock in the warehouse 
parking lot. But they weren’t having it. “No way! It’s not a 
safe part of town!” the crew warned. 

“Then there was a sudden flurry of activity as they 

“The restless storyteller 
knew nothing about RVing 
... so she sought help from 
two of her favorite RVing 
experts: her parents.”

BIZ RV
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shifted pallets of wood around 
inside the shop,” she later wrote 
on Facebook. “Next thing I know 
they’ve made enough space for 
me to park my camper and jeep 
inside. I got to spend the next 
four days living in a toy factory!”

It was the first of many acts 
of kindness by strangers she 
encountered. From nonprofit 
home-repair brigades to 
special-needs dog rescuers, 
she continuously witnesses 
neighbors setting aside personal 
ideologies for the greater good. 
“Americans are in fact kind and 
generous and giving,” Karin said, 
“regardless of their skin color 
and their political beliefs and 
religious beliefs and anything 
else. I think we are all hungry for 
these kinds of positive stories.”

A Light-Bulb Moment
During her 30-year career, Karin 
earned a reputation for fascinat-
ing NatGeo and PBS documen-
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taries about remote cultures 
and international conflict zones. 
From Egypt’s 2013 revolution 
to roaming with Tibetan yak 
herders, she’s grown to be 
comfortable in uncomfortable 
places. But RVing has tested 
the limits of her abilities. “It’s a 
complete change from what I 
was doing before,” she said.

Prior to RV living, she rarely 
stayed in one place very long. 
Karin’s beachfront California 
apartment was merely a 
temporary home base for 
turning raw footage into movies 
and renewing her spirit by 
surfing in the ocean. The restless 
storyteller knew nothing about 
RVing when she decided to 
purchase a trailer. So she sought 
help from two of her favorite 
RVing experts: her parents. 
The Mullers had already owned 
several RVs, so they knew what 
a newbie needs for ease of 
driving, living, and working. In a 
few weeks, her mom and dad 
found the right rig. Karin’s dad 
immediately started building a 
mobile workspace for her.

“I knew that I wanted to 
take my iMac Pro (and second 
monitor) with me so that I had 
a large screen and powerful 
computer to edit my footage,” 
said Karin. Today, it’s hard to 
believe that a queen bed once 
lay where her production studio 
now resides. “As a newbie, 
I would have made a huge 
number of mistakes if I had tried 
to modify the space myself,” 
she said. “This camper to me is 

HEART 
OF GOLD

Karin has created 
more than 20 

movies for her 
Our Human Planet 
YouTube channel, 
including this one,

“A Hairdresser
with a Heart of 

Gold.” In it, hair-
dresser Keith is a 
guardian angel to 
orphaned wildlife 
who works tire-

lessly to get them 
ready for a life in 

the wild. Karin 
fi lms everywhere 

from suburban 
driveways to noisy 

parking lots and 
dusty country 

ranches to 
bullet-ridden 
urban alleys.

Left: From the spacious desk and hinged platforms to keep computer monitors 
secure on the road, to drawer bungees and DIY cubby holes, Karin now works 
from a beautiful workstation more functional than an Ikea display. Below left: 
A community of cosplay aficionados entertaining at a campround were the 
subject of Karin’s first film for her “America’s Unsung Heroes” project.

made with love. Everywhere I 
look I see my father.”

She’s learned a lot on the 
road since departure day. “I 
grossly underestimated how 
much time/effort it takes to live 
in a camper!” she said. From 
campground research to repairs, 
to backing up and repelling 
critters, RVing constantly 
tests her self-reliant nature. 
“The learning curve was much 
steeper than I thought it would 
be. If I had it to do over again I 
would have spent the first two 
months just living in the camper 
before I started filming.”

She’s helped farmers 
wrestle loose livestock, 
and survived a skunk battle 
underneath her rig. Each location 
teaches her something about 
living on the road. Most impor-
tantly, RVing demonstrates 
the value of connecting with 
other Americans. “The pictures 
we associate with RVs are all 
beautiful mountain lakes and 
beaches, but the experiences I 
cherish most are all about the 
people I’ve met, not the lovely 
places I’ve stayed,” she said.

The project has changed her 
life and career in ways she never 
imagined. “I’m in a continual state 
of gratitude that I am not living 
full time out of a backpack, as I 
have on all of my prior overseas 
shoots. I have everything from 
swim fins to a cheese grater 
within reach! I can pull into a 
state park or forest and recharge 
myself between film shoots. 
My camper is my sanctuary.” 
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blueox.com 800-228-9289

21,000 gross towing capacity. 5,000 lb. vertical load limit 24,000 gross towing capacity. 6,000 lb. vertical load limit

Funnel shaped hitch head helps guide the kingpin into place, significantly reducing the risk of false hookups & trailer drops

True 360° nesting of the kingpin • Dual articulating head: front/back, side-to-side • Adjustable height: 17”, 18”, and 19” 

Lightweight, 2-piece design: BXR2100, 122 lbs. BXR2410, 100 lbs.

BXR9004  
Lube Plate

BX88360  
King Pin Lock 

BX88356  
5th Wheel Wiring Harness 

BXR9005 
Rotaflex Lockout Kit

BLUE OX, CIRCLE 103 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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KEYSTONE
OUTBACK 340BH

BASE MSRP
  $71,648 

DIMENSIONS
Ext Length: 38’ 6”

Ext Width: 8’
Ext Height: 11’ 4”

CAPACITIES
Freshwater: 54 gal

Black-water: 38 gal
Gray-water: 76 gal

Propane: 15 gal

WEIGHTS
Dry Weight: 8,815 lbs

Hitch Weight: 1,685 lbs
GVWR: 10,500 lbs
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Welcome to the Outback
by K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E R

When shopping for a new family- 
friendly RV, buyers are often tasked with 
making certain concessions in terms of 
luxury to accommodate all the members of 
their traveling party. That is, unless they opt 
for the Keystone Outback 340BH, a luxurious 
bunkhouse floorplan that can sleep up to 10 
happy campers.

The rear oversized bunk area has beds 
for four, plus its own entertainment center—
meaning the kids have a space to call their 
own, while the adults can enjoy the rest of 
what the trailer has to offer. The Hyperdeck 
water-resistant flooring makes for easy 
cleanup, while all cabinets are hardwood 
and the countertops solid surface. Elegant 
touches like designer upholstered window 

valances, interior sliding barn doors and the 
island-kitchen footprint with a deep-basin 
sink and high-rise faucet—plus a double 
pantry and quality appliances—make you 
feel right at home. The large living area opens 
up with opposing slides, so there’s plenty of 
available seating to view the LED TV above 
the electric fireplace. The front bedroom is 
within easy reach of the spacious bathroom 
and includes a queen bed, built-in kennel 
storage for pets, dual wardrobes, and plenty 
of overhead storage. Outside, you’ll find 
a lighted power awning, a BAL stabilizing 
system, a drop-frame for increased storage, 
a heated and enclosed underbelly, and an 
exterior kitchen with flip-out stove to bring 
the fun outdoors. keystonerv.com 

P R E V I E WP R E V I E W

KEYSTONE

W
by K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E Rby K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E Rby

(1) Keystone helped usher modern farmhouse decor into RVs, and raised the bar with its popular Matte 
Black interiors. (2) The 50-inch TV rises from a cabinet above the cozy 48-inch electric fi replace. (3) The 
front queen bed has built-in pet-kennel storage below and bedside outlets to charge electronic devices. 

Multipurpose Room  With its large rear window and versatile confi guration, the oversized 
rear bunk room can easily convert to an additional living space, mobile offi ce, or game room.
 Comfort Plus  Standards include Solar Flex, which can be upgraded to include Dragonfl y lithium 
batteries, and the Blade Pure Airfl ow system, which increases A/C effi ciency and reduces noise. 
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How long DEF lasts, improving the locks 
on an RV, blinking headlights, a creeping 
slideout, and some reader insight.

  RIGS + GEAR

by K E N  F R E U N D

Q&ATE
C

H or high temperatures can 
shorten life. 

Bad DEF can lead to po-
tential component damage, 
including the DEF dosing 
pump and diesel particulate 
� lter. If spoiled DEF causes 
component damage, the 
manufacturer’s warranty 
may be void. DEF is naturally 
clear. If it appears cloudy or 
colored or has particles vis-
ible, it’s likely contaminated 
or old. If DEF has gone bad, 
do not attempt to use it. 

Intermittent Headlights
We have a 2018 � or 
Miramar 35.2 motor-

home with the standard Ford 
F-53 chassis. Occasionally, 
when I hit a bump, the head-
lights will blink o�  for 5–10 
seconds. On some occasions, 
the lights are o�  for longer 
periods. I’ve spent more than 
$1,000 chasing this short. As 
a matter of fact, it’s in the 
shop as I write this. Neither 
I, nor the RV shop helping 
me, have the con� dence that 
we’ll � nd it this time. � e 
obvious challenge is that it’s 
“a short” and it only shows 
itself at night and only on 
occasion. We’ve searched 
the Ford Motor Company 

electrical schematic. We’ve 
changed the headlight 
switch. We’ve replaced the 
battery cables, and we in-
stalled a new battery. Do you 
have any ideas? 
Stan Jones, via email

I hate to hear of shops 
using the old shotgun 

approach to problem solv-
ing; just replacing things 
unnecessarily without 
testing until either they ac-
cidentally stumble upon the 
solution, or the customer 
runs out of money. If the 
battery or battery cables 
were bad, nothing on the 
chassis electrical system 
would work and the engine 
wouldn’t run.

� e headlight assemblies 
and headlight wiring on 
your coach were supplied by 
� or. I strongly suspect that’s 
where the problem lies. � e 
headlight circuit is protected 
by a circuit breaker, which 
shuts o�  power brie� y if 
a short to ground occurs. 
� is is very likely occur-
ring between the headlight 
switch and the headlights, 
and this is where trouble-
shooting e� orts should be 
focused. Because it occurs 

My wife and I just got back into camping after a fi ve-year hiatus. We have a 2022 Rockwood Roo 
235S hybrid travel trailer. I like that a single key will work for every lock on the trailer. However, 

I was quickly reminded of just how fi nicky these locks can be. We have 11 locks to deal with, and it 
can take several minutes to “wiggle” the key just enough to get everything unlocked for setup or lock 
everything up for travel. I’m not quite as worried about locking storage compartments during travel, 
but I can’t imagine leaving the foldout beds unlocked and risking them popping open while driving. 
Are there any tricks to get these locksets to work more reliably, or can you recommend an aftermarket 
replacement lock that is more reliable? —Michael Landry, Scarborough, Maine

Better Locksets for RVs?

I suggest making an appointment with a good local locksmith to take a look at them. There might be a 
way to improve or upgrade the locks. You might also check out Bauer Smart Locks (bauerproducts.com) 

or BOLT locks (boltlock.com) to see if they have something that works for your situation. When locking or un-
locking a compartment, for example, it can help to push in against the rubber door seal while turning the key. 
The bulb seal may provide enough pressure against the lock bar that it seems like it’s stuck until you release 
the seal pressure. This is a common problem with RV compartments and other key-locked access openings. 
Please let me know what you end up doing as we may be able to share it with our readers.

DEF Lifespan
My motorhome is a 2015 � or Palazzo 35. It has the 
Cummins 340-hp engine and Allison transmission. 

� e question I have is about the DEF that has been in my 
diesel pusher for more than a year. Is the DEF still good or 
does it have some sort of shelf life? 
Mike Williams, Stra� ord, Missouri

DEF containers typically have an expiration 
date and buyers should check that at purchase. 

� e lifespan or shelf life of diesel exhaust � uid (DEF) 
actually varies according to storage conditions. DEF 
doesn’t include preservatives and can usually be stored 
for at least one year. DEF shelf life mainly depends upon 
storage temperature. DEF is best stored between 12–86° 
F. DEF begins to turn slushy at 12° F, can freeze solid, 
and expands like water when frozen. A� er it has been 
frozen, DEF can be thawed and used with no issues. 
When stored below 65° F in approved containers, shelf 
life is about two years. Sustained exposure to sunlight 

DEF Lifespan

� e question I have is about the DEF that has been in my 
diesel pusher for more than a year. Is the DEF still good or 
does it have some sort of shelf life? 
Mike Williams, Stra� ord, Missouri
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theory. It’s very likely that either the 
solenoid valve or the check valve for 
extending that slide is faulty. You could 
try swapping these two parts from a 
slide that works well to con� rm this.
A simple trick that may help and save 
some time and money: � e HWH (hy-
draulic equipment supplier) website says 
to hold the extend or retract button for 
at least 3 seconds and no more than 10 
seconds a� er the slide stops (hwhcorp
.com/ml53410.pdf, page 7). � at is to 

make sure that the lines 
are charged. If they are 
not charged, the slide 
may creep. 

Regarding the roof 
issue, that is a consumer 
issue, not a diagnosis or 
repair issue. Carefully 
read the roof warranty 
and perhaps contact 
a lawyer, or take it to 
small claims court if 
you feel that you are 
entitled to more.

Refrigerator Problem
We have a 2008 
Damon Tuscany 

Class A motorhome. It 
has a Norcold two-
way 120-volt/propane 
refrigerator, model 
12101M. � e pro-
pane function works 
perfectly. However, 
when I try to switch it 
over to 120-volt power, 
it indicates there is no 
AC power available. I 
am quite handy and do 
most of my own repairs. 
� e � rst thing I did was 
to open up the outside 
compartment exposing 
the back of the refrig-
erator. I unplugged the 
fridge and checked the 
AC outlet. Using my 
AC voltmeter, I veri� ed 
that there was de� nitely 
120-volt power present. 
� e next thing I did 

going over bumps, the headlight wiring 
and connections should be wiggled 
and pulled on while the headlights are 
on. � is should cause the problem to 
occur and show the location. I truly 
think you’ll � nd a short in the headlight 
wiring harness.

Also check ground wires connected
to the headlight bulbs, as the bad 
grounds may be backfeeding voltage 
to other bulbs. � ere should be one 
ground wire at each socket that does 
not go into the harness, 
which should terminate 
under a bolt near the 
bulb sockets. Clean any 
corrosion from the wire 
lug and the bolt. 

Slide Creeps Out
I have a 2015 
Grand Design 

Solitude ST379FL � � h-
wheel. � e hydraulic 
kitchen slide creeps out 
about a couple of inches. 
I bring it back in, and 
it goes out again. � is 
can happen every day, 
or not for a week or 
two. Could outside 
temperature cause this 
to happen?

Also, the roof has 
developed a putty-like 
coating and looks terri-
ble. Dicor said that it is 
a defect in the material. 
� ey sent me the materi-
al to replace the roof but 
did not o� er to cover or 
even help with the labor, 
which my mechanic said 
will cost about $4,000. Is 
there anything you can 
do to help me out? 
Len Hansen, Elephant 
Butte, New Mexico

� e fact that 
your Solitude has 

� ve slides and only one 
creeps out defeats the 
outside-temperature 

www.demco-products.com

1.800.543.3626

Doing Our Best to Provide You the Best

Check it 
out!

Buy the Best - 

Get $100!

It’s a WIN WIN!

R E A D E R  T I P

 TWO FOR THE ROAD 

I fi nally got around to 
reading the February issue. 

I always fi nd your advice 
interesting and enlighten-
ing. Just a few comments 

concerning “Condensation 
in Basement Compartment” 

to Bryan Pennington in 
Middleburg, Florida. I lived 

in Jacksonville, Florida, 
until recently. We have lived 

full time in our 2015 Class 
A Fleetwood Discovery 40E. 
We use moisture eliminator 
containers from Dollar Tree. 
His RV obviously has deeper 

issues than these can 
handle, but they probably 

would be helpful in concert 
with your advice. I put one 
in each basement compart-
ment and three in the living 
area. They collect moisture 

at a remarkable rate. 

The other comment 
concerns the “Toilet Clogs” 

letter from Larry Brook-
shire. Along with your 

cogent advice, I would also 
recommend a toilet wand 

to clean out the black tank. 
Just my two cents. Keep up 

the good work! 
Richard (Pete) Hughes

Chuckey, Tennessee

Thank you, Pete. Folks living 
in high humidity areas 

need all the help they can 
get preventing moisture 

damage. And, a black-tank 
fl ushing wand is a good 
solution if simpler fi xes 

don’t work. Thanks for your 
kind and helpful comments. DE
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  RIGS + GEAR | tech q&a

was to take my ohmmeter and check the 
male plug coming from the back of the 
fridge, assuming that it goes directly to a 
heating element. When I got no reading, 
I knew that there was an open circuit. 
Have I taken the proper steps, or am I 
missing something? 
John Gattignolo, Valdosta, Georgia

Yes, you are missing something. 
� e power cord does not go 

directly to the heating element. First, 
power must get through one or more 
fuses and through the switching and 
circuit board controls before it goes 
to the element. I suggest you start by 
checking fault codes. � e Norcold 
manual can be found online at this 
address: norcold.com/wp-content/
uploads/2018/06/norcold-1210-
ultraline-owners-manual-ge.pdf. With 
power disconnected, it is possible 
to ohm check the wires going to the 
heating element. However, based on 
your statement that there’s no voltage 
available, I suspect the problem is in 
the power cord or connections, circuit 
connections, or fuses. � ere’s an 8-amp, 
fast-acting fuse in the power board. 
Here’s a URL to a repair manual for 
your model: rvrefrigeratorrepair
.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/
Norcold-Service-1210.pdf. If you are 
unsure about any repair, take it to an 
authorized Norcold repair center.

High-End versus Lower-End RVs
I very much enjoy your column. 
We bought a new 2019 Jayco 

31UL Class A motorhome. I have had 
trouble with some slideout stabilizers 
that got stuck in the lower position and 
weren’t able to retract, a convection 
microwave that had to be replaced, a 
broken heater, poor cabinetry, fuses 
that blow, and other troubles. My 
question: � e higher-end coaches priced 
at $250K–$350K have more gadgets, 
electronics, automation, entertainment 
centers, and so on. Do they also have 

better basic equipment such as refrigera-
tors, water heaters, and so on? 
Moshe Bacharach, Miami Beach, Florida

RV build and component qual-
ity has seemingly always been a 

problem, which is one major reason why 
I write this column. Contributing to the 
situation is the fact that many buying 
decisions are highly based on price. 
RV shoppers typically compare various 
similar models and look for the “best 
deal” available to them. � is puts a lot 
of pricing pressure on manufacturers, 
tempting them to cut corners. Exacerbat-
ing the problem are recent factors such as 
the pandemic and shortages of quali� ed 
workers, plus supply chain di�  culties.

Having said this, generally, as one 
goes into the higher-end RV market, 
quality goes up and defects tend to go 
down. However, the more features and 
gadgets you cram into an RV, the more 
opportunities there are for problems. 
Typically, as the price goes up, the 
complexity of the onboard equipment 
increases. � is can make it more compli-
cated to troubleshoot and repair. Essen-
tially you have a “house” and a highway 
vehicle in one, so weather, wear and tear, 
and movement all a� ect reliability. 

Premium RVs do generally use more 
expensive basic system components, but 
much of the increase in cost is due to more 
complex, feature-laden devices such as ice 
makers, dishwashers, and clothes washers 
and dryers. Higher-priced coaches o� en 
have residential-style refrigerators, au-
tomated climate controls, and electronic 
systems that are more complex and less 
reliable than the simpler mechanically or 
manually controlled devices. 

From speaking to many owners of 
RVs of all price ranges, I have found that 
it seems like the owners of the high-end 
coaches are generally more satis� ed 
with the quality and reliability of their 
RVs. Some of this, of course, is due to 
good product support by the dealers and 
factory a� er the sale.

A member of the Good Sam family since 1988, Ken Freund has been helping 
readers better understand their RVs for more than 30 years. Throughout his 
career, he has been a service manager, technician, shop owner, an ASE Certi-
fi ed Master Technician, an instructor of the California Smog Check Program, 
and author of Haynes Repair Manuals.PA
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  RIGS + GEAR | tech q&a

Looking for answers on all things RV, 
including systems, engines, accessories, 
or construction? Submit it to our expert at 
techqa@rv.com and it may be selected for 
publication. You must include your name, 
city and state, phone number (will not be 
published), and type and model of your RV.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Lights Out—Comment
� is is in reference to the “Lights 
Out” question in the July issue 

about a Winnebago View’s lights that 
were out. We have a 2012 Jayco Class C 
Greyhawk 32FK and had the same prob-
lems with the lights in the slideout not 
working. � e lights over the bunk, in the 
hall, etc., stopped working. A� er using a 
credit card to get the covers o�  (a great 
way to avoid ruining the plastic around 
the switch or lamp), we found out, in 
our case, that the switches were bad. 
� ey were very easy for a DIY person 
to replace. � ose switches aren’t wired 
like a house, they just unplug, and then 
you plug back in a new switch. It took 
care of the problem. We now carry spare 
switches with us. 
Dennis and Sue Wright, Menifee, California 

� anks for sharing your experi-
ence. It’s unusual for more than 

one switch to go bad at about the same 
time, but there may have been a batch 
of defective switches that failed early.

Holding-Tank Indicator Problem—
Comment
� is is regarding the “Holding-Tank Indi-
cator Problem” letter in the June issue. � e 
question asked was about how to deal with 
a holding-tank indicator problem. We have 
a 2021 Flagsta�  Super Lite trailer, and on 
every trip its sensor constantly reported the 
holding tank was three-quarters full. I tried 
driving around with warm water in the 
tank and then tried ice cubes, all to no avail. 
I eventually purchased a � exible toilet spray 
wand and now use it to clean the holding 
tank a� er dumping the tank (usually I wait 
until leaving the site and am heading home). 

� ere is no longer an issue with the 
sensor reporting incorrectly. 
Bret Newman, Battle Ground, Washington

� anks for sharing your solution, Bret. 
I didn’t include spray wands in my 
reply since I was trying to avoid � xes 
where readers have to buy and carry 
additional tools. But this is one of the 
most e� ective ways to clean the tank 
sensors, and they are available inex-
pensively at Camping World and other 
RV dealers.

Instrument Panel Add-Ons—
Comment
July’s column had a question about instru-
ment panel readouts for a motorhome. 
A few months ago, there was an article 
about similar issues (“A Closer Look,” 
February). One of the a� ermarket 
companies with solutions was ScanGauge 
(scangauge.com). � e units they have 
plug into the diagnostic connector and 
work with all OBD-II, using J1939 and 
J1708 protocols. � is will cover the 
standard diagnostic ports in all passenger 
cars and trucks, motorhomes, and RVs 
built on big-rig chassis at a very reason-
able price. I bought one based on the 
article and am very satis� ed. � is should 
cover most of the additional instrument 
readouts that Mr. Weidus was looking for. 
Hope this helps.
Butch Cha� er, Sparks, Nevada

� anks for the reminder about Scan-
Gauge. � is device needs to be calibrated 
to be really accurate but o� ers useful 
information at a reasonable price. 

SpaceX recently introduced a new high-speed satellite internet service for RVers. Aptly 
named “Starlink for RVers,” it offers “Immediate access to high-speed, low-latency inter-
net on an as-needed basis at any destination where Starlink provides active coverage.” 
Unfortunately, Starlink RV will now charge $599 for the dish, and $135 for monthly service. 
Starlink also states the service will not work while moving down the road.
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Unless you’ve been hibernating for the past few years, 
you’ve heard of using solar power in an RV. � e idea of “free” 
energy is appealing to nearly everyone, so this is one area of RV 
technology that is really “lighting up.”

Maybe you’ve held o�  on RV solar. Maybe your RV came pre-
wired for solar. Or maybe you even already have a solar panel up 
on your RV’s roof. Wherever you are on the solar-power spectrum, 
you may want to check out the newest round of portable solar-
power solutions to see if they can enhance your RVing experience.

Why Portable?
As RVers, we’re accustomed to traveling with many of the comforts 
of home. Our RVs are portable themselves! So why would an 
RVer want to look at portable solar? � ere are several reasons. 
First, you can’t take your RV everywhere. Need to charge your 
laptop on the sidelines at a game? Want to run a blender while 
lounging on a beach? � ere are portable solar products that can 
make that happen.

On a more practical level, perhaps you’re planning to get a new 
RV soon. Adding a roof-mounted solar setup to your soon-to-be-
former-RV doesn’t make sense in that case, but portable solar does. 
Or perhaps your rig is completely � ne except for this one additional 
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SOLAR 
POWER
TO GO

PORTABLE SOLAR

electrical need. Portable 
solar might � ll that gap 
without running wires 
through the RV’s roof.

What Makes Solar Work?
I’ve written here about so-
lar before (“Powered by the 
Sun,” October 2021), and 
though that article talked 
about larger roo� op-
solar-power systems, the basic components of these 
systems all still apply to portable solar products. 
Portable solar products will contain some or all of 
the following components:

Solar Panels: � ese convert sunlight into an 
electrical charge.

Solar Charge Controller: Converts the variable 
output from the solar panels into something that can 
charge a battery or power an appliance.

Battery(ies): If a portable solar device needs to 
store energy or work when the sun isn’t shining, it 
will have a battery to store power.

DC Output or Inverter: Energy from the sun 
is nice, but you typically want to DO something 
with that energy. � ese devices will include ways to 

charge a battery, charge your 
phone, or just provide an 
inverter-powered outlet to 
plug that blender into.

If you were building a 
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Portable solar solutions will help provide 
the juice for your RV adventures.

The Jackery Explorer 
1500 accepts up to 400 
watts of solar charging 
input, and has 1,800 
watts of output—
enough to power a 
hair dryer or blender. 
The total capacity is 
comparable to a Group 
31 battery ... of which 
you can use 100%.

The silicon solar cell was invented at Bell Labs in 1954. Since then, it’s 
become the cheapest and fastest-growing source of energy in the world. 
Solar panels have been used in orbit since the Vanguard 1 satellite in 1958.

O U T  O F  T H I S  W O R L D
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solar-power system from scratch, you would 
have to select and size each component of the 
system, and make sure they would all work 
together. But the great thing about portable 
solar is that you don’t have to do any of that! 
� e engineering decisions for these devices 
have been made ahead of time, so all you have 
to do is set it in the sun and use it.

Types of Portable Solar 
� ere’s not a standard de� nition of what con-
stitutes a “portable solar” product. But to keep 
things manageable, let’s restrict our discussion 
to the two more common types of devices 
you’ll � nd on the market today.

Portable Panel Kits: � ese kits generally 
consist of two components: a solar panel and a 
charge controller. � e charge controller can be 
either a separate part of the kit that you plug 
in, or it can be so well integrated that you don’t 
even notice that there is one. � ese don’t have 
a battery on board, so they’re “in the moment” 
devices—meaning, they only provide power 
when the sun is shining on them. � ere is no 
storage capability, but they work in exactly the 
same way as a � xed-installation solar setup and 
charge the RV’s onboard batteries.

On one end, these can be rather small de-
vices, like the Renogy E.FLEX 21 (renogy.com), 
which, at 21 watts, is meant to power or charge 
one or two USB devices. At the other end, there 
are kits like the Zamp Solar (zampsolar.com) 
230-Watt Portable Kit, which could generate a signi� cant charge for your 
RV’s house battery, but weighs in at more than 53 pounds. GoPower! 
(gpelectric.com) also o� ers reliable portable solar kits. 

Large or small, the cool thing about kits is that you don’t need anything 
else to make them work. Just set them in the sun and use the power to run 
a device or charge a battery.  If you want to run a 120-volt AC “household” 
appliance, these won’t do that on their own. � ey only provide DC current. 

Power Stations and Solar Generators: � ese are the big boys of por-
table solar. � ey typically contain everything that a permanent RV solar 

installation does, but in a portable package. 
� ey’ll include solar panels (though they are 
sometimes sold without), a charge controller, 
a sizable lithium battery, and an inverter/
charger so you can get regular household AC 
current anywhere you like.

Jackery (jackery.com) and Goal Zero 
(goalzero.com) are two big names in this 
space. � ese units typically have more than 
one way to charge their batteries. As an ex-
ample, take the Jackery Explorer 290 Portable 
Power Station. Besides solar panels, you can 
plug it into grid power to charge, and you can 
also plug it into your vehicle’s cigarette lighter 
(only do that while the engine is on!).

� ese devices also have multiple options 
for how you use the power that they store. 
Almost all of them will have USB charging 
ports. But they’ll usually contain a way to 
draw 12-volt DC power and 120-volt AC 
power as well.  

  RIGS + GEAR | portable solar

The Jackery Explorer 
290 is a small, light-

weight (at 7.5 pounds), 
and extremely portable 

power station. It houses 
a 290-watt-hour battery, 

which would charge 
a typical smartphone 

nearly 30 times. Its on-
board inverter can power 

a 60-watt television for 
more than four hours.

table solar. � ey typically contain everything that a permanent RV solar 

The Nature Power 120- 
Watt Portable Folding 
Solar Panel Kit contains a 
120-watt folding solar panel, 
an 8-amp solar charge 
controller, a 300-watt 
inverter, a separate smart-
phone charger, and a light. 
You can even charge your 
vehicle’s battery with it!

Not much bigger than 
a paperback when folded, 
the Renogy E.FLEX 21 is 
meant to charge smart-
phones and other porta-
ble devices anywhere you 
take them. It can charge 
two devices at once, and 
even comes with its own 
built-in stand.

The Zamp Solar 230-
Watt Portable Kit packs 
more solar power than 
some RVs have on their 
roof. The kit contains two 
115-watt panels and a 
fi ve-stage, 15-amp charge 
controller. On a sunny day, 
this kit could contribute 
signifi cantly to the battery 
bank’s state of charge.
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Things to Consider
Let’s say you’re interested in trying out por-
table solar. What are some things you need 
to consider when making a purchase?

Most of the di� erences between these 
products come down to capacity. � ere are 
several capacities to think about; not every-
one quotes them the same way, and they’re 
all measured in watts or watt-hours. It can 
get a bit confusing, so let’s break it down.

Solar Generation Capacity: Simply 
put, this is “How big is the solar panel?” Or 
if you’re considering a unit sold without 
a panel, it’s, “How big of a solar panel can 
I plug in?” � is is governed by the size of 
the solar charge controller that’s included. 
Larger capacities mean more power gener-
ated, and less time to recharge a battery. But 
remember that higher-wattage panels are 
also physically larger, so they may be bulky 
to store and transport.

Storage Capacity: For a portable panel 
kit, the storage capacity is zero, since they 
don’t come with batteries. But for solar gen-
erators, this is a key metric. A larger battery 
will mean more run time for whatever you 
plug into it, but it also means more weight 
and typically more cost.

� e storage capacity will usually be 
stated in watt-hours. � e Jackery 290 pow-
er station we mentioned earlier contains a 
290-watt-hour battery. Watts to watt-hours 
is simple multiplication, so a 290-watt-
hour battery means you could run a 290-
watt load for one hour.  

Power Output  Capacity: � ere are two 
types of power these devices generate, AC 
power and DC (battery) 
power. So there can be two 
di� erent power output 
numbers to pay attention 

to. If you’re looking at a portable panel kit, 
they only generate DC power, so that’s the 
only output they’ll have. DC power may 
be quoted in watts, or it may be given as 
something like “12V, 10A.” Watts is simply 
amperage multiplied by voltage, so that’s 
the same as 120 watts.

AC power output is the other key met-
ric. � is is regular household current, and 
in a solar generator, it’s delivered from an 
onboard inverter. If you want to run a toast-
er, a blender, or a laptop, this is the number 
you need to pay attention to. You need to 
verify that the AC power output of a solar 
generator is large enough to run the load.

Price: It’s an understatement to say 
that portable solar products can vary a lot 
in price. You can � nd solar generator units 
from less than $200 to more than $8,000. 
Portable panel kits are generally less ex-
pensive since they don’t contain batteries 
or inverters.

Weather Resistance: Depending on 
how you plan on using it, this could be 
an important feature. Nobody wants to 
scramble to pull down their solar power 
setup every time the weather turns! Be 
sure you select a unit that works for the 
way you intend to use it. It may be possi-
ble, for example, to leave solar panels out 
in the rain, and just protect the battery/
inverter unit of a solar generator. If that 
works for you, then go for it!

Remember, solar power is a rapidly 
evolving � eld, so if the right device for you 
isn’t on the market today, simply check 
back next week! 

Sure, the fi rst thing you 
think of when you hear 
“solar powered” is probably 
a panel running some 
electronic gadget. But the 
sun can generate more than 
just electricity! Here are a 
couple of other interesting 
ways to use solar power 
that are perfect fi ts with the 
outdoor lifestyle.

Solar Showers: The ultimate 
in simplicity, solar showers 
are no more complicated 
than a dark-colored bag of 
water. Simply hang the bag in 
the sun, the water heats up, 
and you can wash off sand, 
mud, and dirt—with comfort-
able warm water—before it 
gets tracked into your RV.

Solar Ovens: GoSun (gosun
.com) is the big name in 
solar ovens. Though they 
pack some interesting tech-
nology (parabolic refl ectors, 
glass-walled vacuums), the 
principle that makes them 
work is very simple. Just put 
the ovens in the sun, point 
the refl ectors, and you can 
be cooking as hot as 500° F 
in minutes. We’ve used one, 
and for those of us without 
ovens in our small RVs, it’s 
a great way to enjoy baked 
foods on the road!

gets tracked into your RV.

Solar Ovens: GoSun (gosun
.com) is the big name in 
solar ovens. Though they 

WHO SAYS IT HAS TO BE 
ABOUT ELECTRICITY?

The GoSun SolarTable 60 is actually 
a 60-watt solar panel built into an 
adjustable-height, collapsible table. 
When you’re not prepping meals, 
use it to charge your devices!

Table for You

“Solar generators typically contain everything a permanent 
solar installation does, but in a portable package.”

R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 2  45

RVM2210 - Portable Solar.indd   8/16/22   5:06 PM   - 45 -    (Cyan)RVM2210 - Portable Solar.indd   8/16/22   5:06 PM   - 45 -    (Cyan)RVM2210 - Portable Solar.indd   8/16/22   5:06 PM   - 45 -    (Magenta)RVM2210 - Portable Solar.indd   8/16/22   5:06 PM   - 45 -    (Magenta)RVM2210 - Portable Solar.indd   8/16/22   5:06 PM   - 45 -    (Yellow)RVM2210 - Portable Solar.indd   8/16/22   5:06 PM   - 45 -    (Yellow)RVM2210 - Portable Solar.indd   8/16/22   5:06 PM   - 45 -    (BlacK)RVM2210 - Portable Solar.indd   8/16/22   5:06 PM   - 45 -    (BlacK)



A simple DIY project to keep your RV’s Dometic 
fridge running—and looking—its best.
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RV DIY
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1) Condensation is a prime sign that the fridge’s door gasket isn’t sealing. Stalactites in the freezer indicate that the door either wasn’t 
closed tightly or is leaking air. 2) Sealing can be checked by inserting a dollar bill at the gasket area and pulling the bill, feeling for fi rm 
resistance at multiple points along the door. 3) These replacement doors have integral gaskets. Remove the hinges, their trim, front 
panels, and hinges on the existing doors, and then transfer to the new doors.

eter wood doweling as shims 
before reinstalling the gasket. 

However, the traditional, 
proven solution is to install 
a new gasket. If a replace-
ment-gasket search doesn’t 
yield a gasket kit, your RV’s 
fridge might have doors 
with permanently bonded 
gaskets. � e factory-intended 
sealing � x for these models
is to replace the doors; 
the 7-cubic-foot Dometic 

RV REFRIGERATOR 

REFRESH

In addition to a pry bar, an inexpensive body panel/trim tool kit will expedite the refrigerator’s 
door-panel removal (though it’s not a necessity). If the panel is damaged during the process, 
replacements are available from the manufacturer. The more cost-effective approach might be to 
get cut-to-size lauan or similar paneling from a home center.Pro Tip

Soggy food in your RV’s freezer is a discouraging way 
to start a day. � is is particularly annoying for those of us in 
states who use our RVs as backup for our home appliances when 
power outages are common on days with high winds and heavy 
air-conditioning use. Opening the RV’s freezer or fridge door and 
experiencing a wa� ing stench of rotting food can impose a sinking 
“Oh, no” feeling both on the road and when at home, like we were 
faced with on our 8-year-old slide-in pickup camper.

� e most common (and also inexpensive) culprit for cooling 
problems is bad door seals. Refrigerator gaskets compress over time, 
allowing air to pass. On two-door fridges, the freezer door usually suf-
fers sealing problems more o� en than the main compartment. Other 
than so�  food, a visible indicator of a freezer air leak is ice stalactites.

For many fridges, the � exible gaskets are replaceable. Some RV 
owners report a successful Band-Aid � x by carefully removing the 
old gasket and inserting cut-to-length pieces of appropriate-diam-

After the door 
swap, we installed 
a replacement 
white-LED kit, 
which only required 
removing the two 
screws that retain 
the light assembly 
and then unplugging 
two wiring harness-
es. Swap out the 
kit, plug in the 
harnesses and rein-
stall the screws for 
an easy upgrade.

1 2 3
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DMR 702 in our slide-in camper has 
door-integrated gaskets. Replacement 
doors for most Dometic refrigerators are 
available online. Although more expen-
sive than gasket kits, the replacement 
doors will likely pay for themselves over 
time through lower energy consumption 
and food-spoilage prevention.

The door swap is a DIY operation for 
hands-on RV owners. The replacement 
doors come as shells with gaskets; the ex-
isting doors’ trim pieces, front panels, and 
hinges must be transplanted. No special-
ized tools are required. 

Although the freezer door was 
the known issue in our RV’s case, we 
chose to also replace the main door. 
And because this Dometic model also 
had the dreaded blue light that makes 
refrigerator contents hard to see and less 
appetizing, we also ordered the white-
LED upgrade. This 8-year-old fridge is 
now better than new, thanks to air-tight 
gasket seals and bright-white light. 
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4) After the door handle is unscrewed and perimeter tab/slot trim pieces carefully pried off, 
the front panel can be freed. We found a pry bar helpful for gently separating this lauan panel 
from the adhesive securing it to the door. 5) Remove any adhesive residue from the panel. We 
chose to forego adhesive for the panel swap. 6) With the panel transferred to the new door, 
the trim pieces can be carefully snapped into place on all four sides. 7) Transfer the hinges. 
The existing screws self-tap into the new door. After you reinstall the door, you’re all set.
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Fall is one of our
favorite times to be traveling 
in our RV. School is back in 

session, and places start to really 
clear out. Plus, the weather is 
usually gorgeous wherever you are 
in the US. If you are like me, you 
appreciate a nice 60-degree day 
versus a 90-degree day when out 
hiking or exploring. 

We once spent a September by 
Glacier National Park in Montana, and 
the campground owners told us that 
September was their favorite month 
to explore the park as well. We have 
also explored around Wyoming and 
Yellowstone in October, and haven’t 
been disappointed. 

Yes, we were pushing that a bit, 
and yes, we did get snowed on. But 
the snow melted the next day. I also 
love the beautiful fall leaves, pumpkin 
patches, Halloween celebrations every 
weekend at the RV resorts, and being 

“The crowds are usually down ... and 
the cooler weather is so much better for 
hiking and exploring outdoors.”
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able to turn the fireplace on in our RV 
while sipping a warm apple cider! 

Our top recommended places 
to visit in the fall will take you from 
the northern US down to the most 
southern point. 

RV Resorts
Almost every RV resort we have 
stayed at from September through 
October has Halloween-themed 
weekends. That means getting 
dressed up and trick-or-treating, 
even in September. And if you want, 
you can do it every weekend leading 
up to Halloween. 

They usually offer amazing 
haunted houses or haunted hayrides 
and many other Halloween activities. 
Your kids will thank you for this one. 
And it is a lot easier to trick-or-treat 
between RVs at a campground than 
it is in a neighborhood where the 
houses are all spread out.

Overnight in a Pumpkin Patch
Check with a Harvest Hosts (harvest 
hosts.com) site to see if you can find 
a pumpkin farm that allows you to 
stay overnight. Call ahead to make 
sure it is okay for you to stay as the 

B Y  B R Y A N N A  R O Y A L
@ C R A Z Y F A M I L Y A D V E N T U R E

The crisp chill 
of fall opens 

opportunities 
for all kinds of 
RVing fun and 

activities.

Autumn
CelebratingLIFESTYLE
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farms can get busy, especially on 
weekends. 

National Parks
Fall is a great time to visit a national 
park. The crowds are usually way 
down, which makes the experience 
that much better. And the cooler 
weather is so much better for hiking 
and exploring outdoors. 

We recommend visiting 
Yellowstone, Glacier, and the 
“Mighty Five” national parks 
in Utah in the fall months. 
Fall usually means less rain 
as well, which makes it a 
beautiful time to explore 
this part of the country. 

FIRE IT UP
What better way to celebrate fall than sharing 
s’mores and swapping spooky stories with 
friends and family around the campfire? 

TOP FALL 
ACTIVITIES

Rock Climbing + Rappelling 
Both sports can be done in the sum-
mer, but it’s no fun with a scorching 
sun beating down on your back. You 

can fi nd rock-climbing opportu-
nities all over the country. The best 

thing is to do a Google search for 
“outdoor rock climbing” and see 

what comes up in your area. 

Hiking
Fall is a great time to hike with the 

cooler weather and less crowds. De-
pending on where you are traveling 

you might experience the leaves 
changing as well. National parks 

always have great hikes. Checking 
an app like AllTrails when you get 

to a location will help you fi nd some 
local gems. Listed are the hikes, 
distances, and hikers’ reviews, 

which are all very helpful.

Campfi res
Fall campfi res are the best as you 

huddle around the warm fl ames to 
keep you warm on a cool fall night. 

Don’t forget the s’mores! 

Boondock Meetup
Fall is a great time to plan a boon-
docking meetup since nights are 

cooler and you can do without the 
A/C. Add Halloween into the mix and 
you have a perfect reason to get your 
friends together, fi nd an epic boon-

docking spot, and plan some fun 
Halloween activities with your kids!

A GOLDEN DISCOVERY
Exploring the stream below the Gold 
Brook Covered Bridge (aka Emily’s 
Bridge) in Stowe, Vermont.

Leaf-Chasing Road Trip
Last fall we did a leaf-chasing 
road trip from the top of the East 
Coast down. We missed the peak 
season since it happened later than 
expected, but we still saw some 
brilliant colors. We started in New 
Hampshire at the beginning of 
October and made our way through 
Vermont up into Maine and straight 
down the coast. 

You could do this on the West 
Coast or in the Midwest as well. If 
you have flexibility in your schedule, 
leave it as open as you can so if the 
leaves haven’t peaked yet you can 
wait around for them.

Be aware that campgrounds do 
fill up at the top leaf-peeping spots 
this time of year. So be sure to book 
ahead if you have a specific place in 
mind you want to stay. 

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta 
If you are looking for a unique 
experience, you won’t want to miss 
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  LIFE ON THE ROAD | celebrating autumn

that the ocean water is still warm from 
the hot summer. This means your kids 
and you can get in some awesome 
surfing lessons without having to be in 
wetsuits. There are also tons of other 
fun activities to do like kiteboarding, 
kayaking, and boat tours. 

And the city itself is nowhere near 
as busy as it gets in January and the 
summer months.

Needless to say, fall is one of our 
favorite seasons to be in our RV. We 
enjoy opening the windows to let in 
that crisp fall air before heading out 
to explore and enjoy the amazing fall 
weather! 

the Albuquerque International Balloon 
Fiesta. This once-a-year event is 
normally held in October in New Mexico. 
Imagine waking up every day to hot-air 
balloons floating over your RV! And 
these aren’t just any hot-air balloons, 
but amazing designs, from animals to 
carriages to aliens! This is one of those 
experiences you should do at least once 
while you are in your RV. Campsites for 
RVs fill up quickly so you’ll want to plan 
way in advance.

Florida Keys
Fall is also a great time to plan a beach 
trip because, again, the crowds are 
down from the summer. Additionally, 
the snowbirds haven’t all made their 
way down yet, so you will find camp-
grounds much quieter than in January 
or February. 

South Padre Island, Texas
I have to mention SPI in Texas. We 
spent a couple of falls there, and it 
was amazing. The main reason was 

2022 
 MARKS 50 
YEARS OF 

BEAUTIFUL 
BALLOONS!

Top: The annual Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta means hundreds of brightly 
colored orbs, great food, big-name enter-
tainment, and some friendly competition. 
Middle: Carving pumpkins at the campsite is a 
great way to ring in the season. Bottom: Less 
crowds and mild temperatures make for better 
canyoneering near Utah’s Zion National Park.
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Learn more at: CampingWorld.com/DISH   |   Call: 1-877-790-1540 to activate

Lowest priced antennas
on the market
Whether you’re powering one TV or two,
our line-up of all-HD satellite antennas can
accommodate any lifestyle.

Throw the ultimate tailgate
with DISH Outdoors

Never miss a moment of the big game
whether at the stadium or on the road.
● Quick and easy setup, no Wi-Fi or cell signal

required

● Watch on a TV, not a phone, in crystal-clear HD

● Only pay for the months you use. No contracts
needed

● You don’t need DISH at home to get DISH Outdoors

● Existing customers can get DISH Outdoors for only
$5/mo
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Oktoberfest is an annual festival in Munich, 
Germany, that is held over a two-week period and 
ends on the first Sunday in October. The origin of Ok-
toberfest dates back to October 12, 1810, in celebra-
tion of the marriage of the crown prince of Bavaria to 
Princess Therese von Sachsen-Hildburghausen.

Everyone knows that there are plenty of food and 
beer at Oktoberfest celebrations around the world. But 
there is also traditional Bavarian music and parades. 

If you love to take your dog everywhere you go, we 
understand. We chose the RV lifestyle in order to spend
as much time as possible with our dogs. So if you love 
Oktoberfest, and you love your dog, look for one of the 
many dog-friendly Oktoberfest destinations in the US. 
You won’t even need a passport (or a pawsport)! Prost!

Helen, Georgia
You will not believe that you are in the state of Georgia 
when you visit Alpine Helen. Helen’s Oktoberfest celebra-
tions have been happening for more than 50 years. There 
are weeks of dancing, food, and beer from the months 
of September to November. You will see people and their 
dogs dressed up in Bavarian attire, enjoying the festivities. 
Helen is a very dog-friendly town all year round, and as 
long as your dog does not go in the Festhalle (festival hall) 
and stays in the outdoor areas, she is welcome to attend. 
There are also numerous hiking trails, waterfalls, and 
state parks nearby to enjoy a break from the action. 
helenchamber.com

Denver, Colorado
One of the largest Oktoberfest celebrations in Colorado, 
Denver has hosted this event since 1969. There is 
even an annual Long Dog Derby where the question of 
“Who is the fastest dachshund” is answered. There are 
bands, food, and even a stein-holding contest. Dogs are 
welcome any day of the event, and there are numerous 
other dog-friendly activities in Denver to make for a full 
weekend of fun.
thedenveroktoberfest.com PH
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“Our dogs love to be included 
in all of our travel activities, 
and they also love being 
around people.”

many dog-friendly Oktoberfest destinations in the US. 
You won’t even need a passport (or a pawsport)! Prost!

Helen, Georgia
You will not believe that you are in the state of Georgia 
when you visit Alpine Helen. Helen’s Oktoberfest celebra-
tions have been happening for more than 50 years. There 
are weeks of dancing, food, and beer from the months 
of September to November. You will see people and their 
dogs dressed up in Bavarian attire, enjoying the festivities. 
Helen is a very dog-friendly town all year round, and as 
long as your dog does not go in the Festhalle (festival hall) 
and stays in the outdoor areas, she is welcome to attend. 
There are also numerous hiking trails, waterfalls, and 
state parks nearby to enjoy a break from the action. 
helenchamber.com

Dog-friendly 
Oktoberfest spots 
sure to deliver 
good cheer … and 
plenty of food 
and beer.

BY RACH AEL J O H N SON @2TRAVELINGDOGS

Prost zum 
Hund!

PETS

Even if you can’t make it to one of these 
celebrations, don your favorite festive 
garb and crack open a cold one made 
especially for dogs, like Bowser Beer.
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La Mesa, California
La Mesa brings the best of Germany 
to the Pacific Coast for Oktoberfest. 
Located in San Diego County, this event 
hosts dog activities like a dog fashion 
show, trick contest, and, of course, 
a wiener-dog race. 
There are more than 
50 vendors on-site so 
that you and your dog 
can pick your favorite 
snack. Does your dog 
like to yodel? Let her 
pawticipate in the 
Howl-deling dog-
yodeling contest!
lamesaoktoberfest.org

Mount Angel, 
Oregon
The beautiful and 
quaint town of Mount 
Angel feels like a trip 
to a Bavarian town. 
Head to Oktoberfest 
with your dog to the 
official Mount Angel 
Oktoberfest & Wiener 
Dog Races. 

According to 
the official venue 
website, “Pets are 
certainly welcome 
at Oktoberfest. Pets 
are allowed on leash. 
However, they are 
not permitted in the 
Venues. Kindergarten, 
Car Show, Downtown, 
Bandstand areas are 
dog friendly. If crowds 
make your furry 
friend nervous—we suggest Friday 
mornings.”
oktoberfest.org

Tampa, Florida
Every year, thousands of people head to 
Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park in Tampa, 
Florida, to take part in Oktoberfest. 
Dogs are welcome, and the setting is 
picturesque along the river. If you and 
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Spotlight

Make lifelong memories at Island 
Oaks in Florida with entertainment and 
amenities for everyone! Pool, restau-
rant, tiki bar, fitness center, mini golf, 

events, live music and more! Book 
long term or for a weekend getaway! 

The destination  you don’t want to miss! 

ISLAND OAKS RV RESORT
Your Entertainment Destination in

Glen St. Mary, FL

www.islandoaksrvresort.com

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Campground

your dog want to take a break from the 
festivities, head for a swim at nearby 
Davis Island Dog Beach. There is even 
free watermelon for kids and dogs!
oktoberfesttampa.com 

Cullman, Alabama
The Cullman Oktoberfest 
is an annual celebration 
of Cullman, Alabama’s 
German heritage. Dogs are 
invited to ride in a wagon 
with their owners, tour the 
biergarten with you, and 
enjoy traditional German 
music in a fun atmosphere. 
The main event is the 
Wiener Dog Race! 
cullmanoktoberfestival.com

Take Precautions 
with Your Dog
Due to the abundance of 
beer and alcohol at most 
Oktoberfest celebra-
tions, watch your dog at 
all times. NEVER let your 
dog drink beer, wine, or 
any alcohol. Others may 
be having so much fun 
that they don’t watch 
their actions and may 
step on your dog. In order 
to supervise our dogs as 
well as possible, it may 
be necessary to appoint 
a designated, sober dog 
watcher. Do not let others 
feed drinks or food to your 
dog. Take breaks, bring 
plenty of drinking water, 
and have fun!

Barktoberfest
Barktoberfest celebrations are also held 
during the same time as Oktoberfest. 
Animal rescues and shelters have some 
fun by spinning Oktoberfest celebra-
tions to adoption events. Support your 
local animal rescue or shelter during 
this time by attending or sharing on 
social media.

Our dogs love to be included in all of our 
travel activities, and they also love being 
around people. When they are acknowl-
edged by others and talked to, I see them 
thrive. Dog-friendly Oktoberfest events 
give us a chance to learn about a different 
culture, cuisine, customs, and traditions. 
And remember, if you can’t make it to 
the party in person, bring it to your RV! 
Dress up your dog (if she likes that) in her 
favorite themed outfit, make some dog-
friendly pretzels and schnitzel, open a 
bottle of Bowser Beer made especially for 
dogs (bowserbeer.com), and celebrate! 

WILL MY DOG 
ENJOY

OKTOBERFEST?
Even though we may 
want our dogs with 

us all of the time, we 
have to acknowledge 

their personalities, 
abilities, health, and 
temperament before 

bringing them with us 
at events like Okto-

berfest. Based on past 
experiences, consider 

these questions: Is 
your dog comfortable 
around large crowds, 

noise, and excitement? 
Is your dog healthy 

enough to be outdoors 
for long periods of time? 
If you have any doubts 

about your dog enjoying 
Oktoberfest, it is best 
not to bring her. Even 
dogs that love events 
like Oktoberfest will 

enjoy a break from the 
action periodically, just 

as we do. 

Helen’s Oktoberfest celebration makes you feel a world away from Georgia. 

R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 2  53

RVM2210 - Pets - Oktoberfest Destinations.indd   8/16/22   12:42 PM   - 53 -    (Cyan)RVM2210 - Pets - Oktoberfest Destinations.indd   8/16/22   12:42 PM   - 53 -    (Cyan)RVM2210 - Pets - Oktoberfest Destinations.indd   8/16/22   12:42 PM   - 53 -    (Magenta)RVM2210 - Pets - Oktoberfest Destinations.indd   8/16/22   12:42 PM   - 53 -    (Magenta)RVM2210 - Pets - Oktoberfest Destinations.indd   8/16/22   12:42 PM   - 53 -    (Yellow)RVM2210 - Pets - Oktoberfest Destinations.indd   8/16/22   12:42 PM   - 53 -    (Yellow)RVM2210 - Pets - Oktoberfest Destinations.indd   8/16/22   12:42 PM   - 53 -    (BlacK)RVM2210 - Pets - Oktoberfest Destinations.indd   8/16/22   12:42 PM   - 53 -    (BlacK)



AMERICA’S

SUPERSTORE

SHOP OVER 10,000 PRE OWNED RVs!

$ELL YOUR RV
We buy more and we pay more!

CALL 855-6-SELL-RV TODAY!

*Best offer or $1,000 - offer must be in writing and obtained from a licensed RV dealer or private seller. Written offer, which can include signed sales contracts and buyer’s orders, 
must have been presented to customer within seven (7) days of submission to participating dealership and must include the date the offer was made, the year, make, model, mileage 
(if applicable), and vehicle identification number (“VIN”) of the RV. To receive guaranteed trade-in value and/or appraisal, vehicle must be in same or substantially the same condition 
it was in at time of offer. All offers are subject to inspection. $1,000 cash will be tendered in the form of cash, check, or money order.
^Cash in hand in 24 hours or less - limited to accepted offers to purchase under $35,000. Payment will be made via cash, check, or money order. Payment will be tendered to 
customer within 24 hours of completion of all sales documents, including but not limited to, a limited power of attorney to transfer title and loan payoff authorization (if applicable).
The CAMPING WORLD logo is a registered trademark of CWI, Inc. Unauthorized use of any of CWI, Inc.’s trademarks are expressly prohibited. All rights reserved.
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If you’re an RVer, you’re a driver, too. They go hand in hand for the most 
part. You can’t really take an RV trip without hitting the road. That’s okay by 
me. James and I both love long drives. That zone we get in while watching 

the miles roll by is a happy place for both of us. I especially love the peaceful 
feeling of knowing that there’s nothing else I need to be doing in that moment, 
besides just sitting there, soaking it all in.

Problem is, long drives aren’t really good for us. Driving means sitting, and 
it’s not news to anyone that sitting for long stretches isn’t healthy. Our bodies 
are happiest when they’re upright, since that’s when our heart and cardiovas-
cular system function more efficiently. When you put in long hours behind the 
wheel, a bunch of physiological changes happen—slowed metabolism, circula-
tion, and digestion, as well as inflammation, joint pain, raised blood sugar, fluid 
pooling in the legs, risk of blood clots, and on it goes. 

Thankfully, there are many things you can do to protect yourself from any ill 
effects caused by too much time sitting. Here are a few of the ground rules James 
and I adhere to whenever we head off on a long road trip. We’ve long ago learned 
when we use the following strategies we end the drive feeling more energized, clear-
headed, and ready to start the next adventures. May they do the same for you, too!

Take the Long 
Way Home
B Y  S T E F A N Y  A D I N A R O  @ T H E F I T R V
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HEALTH + FITNESS

How to make extended driving days 
healthier—and much more fun.

The Fit RV’s Rest-Stop-
Recharge Rule
Whenever road tripping, stop after 
a maximum of two hours of driving. 
During the stop, get 15 minutes of 
moderate-intensity physical activity 
before getting back on the road.

James and I keep the physical 
activity pretty simple. We’ll either 
power walk, jog, or do some exercises 
like lunges and jumping jacks right 
outside the RV door. Really, anything 
that gets your circulation up works.

Regarding the two-hours thing, I 
need to point out that should be the 
maximum. If you are traveling solo 
or not switching drivers each time 
you stop, you should be stopping 
even more frequently. The most ideal 
situation is stopping every hour with 
at least 10 minutes of moderate-
intensity exercise, but I realize that’s 
not always realistic.

Make the Drive Part of 
the Adventure
It seems to be human nature to view 
the drive as something separate from 
“the vacation.” It puts on pressure 
that we need to hurry up and get 
there so the fun can officially begin. 
Try changing your mindset with that. 
Instead of the fun starting when you 
arrive, make the drive itself also be 

TIME TO ROLL
With smart planning before you hit the 
road, the drive becomes a memorable and 
fun part of the adventure rather than a 
challenge you need to endure.

“Transform your long drives using The 
Fit RV’s Rest-Stop-Recharge strategy. ”
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Take a one-on-one personalized video tour 
of any 2023 Pleasure-Way model today at 

www.pleasureway.com/golive

COMMITTED TO 
QUALITY SINCE 1986.

  LIFE ON THE ROAD | health + fi tness

part of the vacation fun. The secret to do-
ing this? Plan the places you’ll stop ahead 
of time. There are many resources that 
make this easy: Roadtrippers, Roadside 
America, RV Trip Wizard, etc. Use them to 
search for fun points of interest, and then 
create a whole driving itinerary based on 
attractions along your route. James and I 
are total suckers for cheesy roadside at-
tractions, the weirder the better. It makes 
the drive feel more like part of the vacation 
and gets you out of that must-hurry-and-
get-there mindset. So you stop at your 
preplanned attraction, see something cool, 
and then do your 15 minutes of physical 
activity from the rest-stop-recharge rule. 
That makes each stop along the way both 
fun and healthy!

Planning stops definitely requires 
some work up front, which can feel like a 
chore. But I hope you’ll try it anyways, at 
least once. The best part for me is finish-
ing up at one (usually silly) attraction, and 
then excitedly checking the itinerary for 
what’s next, and knowing we’ve got less 
than two hours until we land at the next 

amusing roadside attraction. You’ve con-
stantly got things to look forward to, all 
day long—and it’s all already planned out 
for you, so there’s no stress about figuring 
out where to stop on the fly. It completely 
changes the dynamic of a long driving day 
from what feels like a chore to something 
that feels amazing. 

And Finally, I Do Want to Point 
This Out
Extremely long driving days really should 
be avoided. There is research that 
shows that the more we sit, the more 
health-compromised we are. So, as you 
plan trips, try your best to keep your driv-
ing hours each day down to a reasonable 
amount. No one should be sitting for long 
stretches in a day if it can be helped. But, 
when long stretches behind the wheel are 
simply unavoidable, we encourage you 
to give The Fit RV Rest-Stop-Recharge 
strategy a try. It’s a good balance … you 
get your drive done, you get your exercise 
in, and you see a cool roadside attraction 
along the way. 


According to the CDC, anyone 

traveling more than four hours can 
be at risk of developing blood clots, 

also called deep vein thrombosis 
(DVT), older adults in particular. 
Blood clots can form in the deep 
veins of your legs because you’re 

sitting still for long periods. 

Symptoms may include swelling, 
pain, or tenderness in the leg, skin 
that’s warm to the touch, skin red-
ness, or skin discoloration. If you 

develop any symptoms, alert your 
doctor as soon as you can. 

You can help prevent blood clots 
by following the FitRV’s rest-stop-
recharge rule, moving frequently 

in your seat as you drive, and 
wearing compression socks if you 

have an increased risk.  

To learn more, visit stoptheclot.org.
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Start earning
money today.

Set up your account at RVRentals.com

(800) 773-3833 • (626) 827-4785

The Original 
Trailer Mover!

Manufactured 
since 1967.

Made
in the 
U.S.A.

Park it with Power Caster!

Maneuver your trailer easily 
in limited space, around corners,
forward or reverse with
the flip of a switch!

www.powercaster.com
4608 N. Saguaro Dr., Apache Junction AZ 85120

RV  M A R K E T P L AC E

Love traveling
with your Pets?

Interested in enrolling
or learning more?

Keep your pets healthy
with a virtual veterinarian!

Give us a call at 
561-310-9999

or visit us at

today!
humetics.com/product/golexi

24/7/365 access to licensed 
Veterinarians
Covers ALL pets in your home

Includes pet drug savings card

No hidden fees or consult costs

Unlimited amount of consultations 

All for $19.95/m
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Bordering half a dozen states, Utah is known for its natural beauty 
and diverse terrain. From mountains topping more than 10,000 feet 
to valleys to red-rock canyons to the “Mighty Five,” as Utah’s national 
parks are known, there’s something to explore year-round. The BLM 
manages 22.8 million acres of the state’s public land, much of it open 
for camping in solitude. Photo by The Outbound Life

Share your photo with us: info-rvmagazine@rv.com

Landlocked Playground

  LIFE ON THE ROAD | snapshots
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SCAN FOR 
SPECIAL OFFER 

Get your Coleman RV dehumidifier today to 
help prevent mold, mildew and musty smells!

DOES YOUR CAMPER HAVE A MUSTY SMELL?

Coleman® Dehumidifiers will save your 
camper from damaging moisture – fast! 

That's excess moisture and mold, 
mildew, bacteria and fungi destroying 
your prized possession - and creating 
an unhealthy living space.

COLEMAN HAS YOUR SOLUTION.

Coleman is a trademar� o� �he Coleman Com�any� �nc.� used under license.�ColemanDehumidifiers.com

NO MOLD OR MUSTY 
SMELLS ONBOARD!

COLEMAN, CIRCLE 110 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Tough USA-Made   |   Outstanding Customer Support   |   Award-Winning Design 
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Time Tested - Time Proven

roadmasterinc.com
800-669-9690

#6321

Ride with the BEST

SCAN TO
VISIT 

OUR SITE

ROADMASTER, INC., CIRCLE 118 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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