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OPENRANGERV.COM
Due to continual research and advances, manufacturer reserves the right to change speci
cations, design, price, and equipment without notice, 
and assumes no responsibility for any error in the literature. Some items shown are not included as standard or optional equipment.

The Open Range Fifth Wheel has space to enjoy all the comforts of home. With a 100-inch wide body and  
42-inch deep main slide, there’s room for residential features like a 24-inch Insignia stove, convection microwave, 
and optional king size bed (most models). The TravelLINK™ voice command system allows you to control lighting, 
A/C, and the furnace. Elevate your camping experience in the Open Range Fifth Wheel.

• ACCU-SLIDE™ slide system 
(42” deep 4-corner compression)

• 24” Insignia™ stove  
(3.73 cu. ft. oven with 4-burner range)

• PVC roofing membrane

• 100” wide body

• VoiceLink™ voice command system  
- controls lighting, cooling and heating

TOP FEATURES

by Highland Ridge RV

LUXURY ON THE ROAD
OPEN RANGE

Innovative, Multi-Level Layouts

THE HIGHLAND RIDGE ASSURANCE

This low maintenance roof is flexible, puncture resistant 
and recyclable. Plus, it easily reflects solar heat and UV 
rays. The unmatched strength of the PVC membrane is 
backed by a lifetime limited warranty.

PVC ROOFING MEMBRANE

HIGHLAND RIDGE RV, INC., CIRCLE 109 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Icy Wonder
While enjoying a skiing 

trip in Park City, Utah, 
be sure to stop by 
Ice Castles, where 

artists create stunning 
sculptures, tunnels, 

slides, and arches, all 
out of ice and snow. 
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 12 RV ROAD TRIP: SKIING AND RVING
Got powder? Here are a few of the top places in the US 
to carve up the slopes and recharge overnight in your rig.

 16 EXTRAVAGANZA ON ICE
Ice fishing is a winter treat for intrepid anglers looking 
to hook the big one.

 20 RV FISH HOUSES
Wet a line from the comfort of your living room with 
one of these specialty travel trailers.

 24 CHECK IT TWICE!
We’ve made a list to help you find the perfect holiday 
gift for the RVers in your life.

 30 THE ENVELOPE, PLEASE
The 2022 RV Magazine Readers’ Choice Awards 
recognizes your favorites in RV products and services.
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 RV ROAD TRIP: SKIING AND RVING

ON THE COVER: During the winter months, the northern Midwest becomes an ice-fishing paradise for RVing families. Photo by Joseph Underbakke.
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general manager of Camping World 
of Denver, Colorado, team up to make 
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Built on the RAM ProMaster chassis, 
the Airstream Rangeline Class B 
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In the Know
 36 DO DROP INN RV RESORT

Set a spell in this luxurious top-rated 
Good Sam Campground in Oklahoma 
before heading down to Big Bend 
National Park in neighboring Texas.

Airstream’s new Rangeline Class B motorhome 
offers plenty of space in its “garage” area for 
your four-legged friends and your recreational 
gear. See story on page 40. 
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LASAGNA

BAKED BREAD

FRIES

CINNAMON ROLLS

BISQUITS

Lid with  
ventilation holes

Omnia’s design 
allows warm air 
to circulate

Bowl shaped 
bottom

It can be used on all  
stovetops except induction

BROWNIES

BAKE BREAD, CAKES AND WARM FOOD IN OMNIA®. A PORTABLE OVEN THAT TAKES ITS HEAT  
FROM THE STOVETOP. EVERYTHING THAT YOU CAN DO IN A REGULAR OVEN, YOU CAN ALSO DO 
ON THE STOVETOP. THE SMART 3-PART CONSTRUCTION PROVIDES HEAT FROM ABOVE AND BELOW.

THE STOVETOP OVEN

www.omniasweden.com

YouTube
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WWhenever you venture outside the RV park 
during the holiday season, it seems everybody is 
talking about their lists: shopping lists, gift lists, 
guest lists, and of course, the famed Naughty 
or Nice List. As you well know, RVing and lists 
go hand in hand: Predeparture, maintenance, 
breaking camp, and even setup all include a 
list of some type. After all, lists are generally 
short and always directly to the point, and the 
presentation is such that it’s easy to identify and 
process the information. And that’s the focus of 
this very issue: The lists that 
make RVing so enjoyable 
and so universal.

Going over our own list, 
hats off to the list of winners 
for the annual RV Magazine 
Readers’ Choice Awards 
(page 30). Our readers have 
spoken, and the results of 
your favorites of all things 
RV continue to represent 
the best of the best in the 
industry.

If you are in the part of the country where the ther-
mometer drops into subzero territory, ice fishing may be 
Number 1 on your list of fun activities. How about an in-
depth look at the sport itself (page 16), or a list of RV fish 
houses (page 20)?

Cross off the names on your holiday list with our 2022 
Gift Guide (page 24), which offers something for all the 
RVers in your life (including yourself). 

Marcus Lemonis
Publisher
@marcuslemonis

WELCOME

LISTS

The results of
your favorites
of all things
RV continue to
represent the
best of the best
in the industry.

And we haven’t forgotten the gift of giving; it’s always 
a good time to remember we can make a difference in 
others’ lives. Our team member, Matthew Urland, started 
a project a while ago that has become an ongoing mission 
for him, his family, and our company. Turn to page 38 to 
learn more.

We also list some of the best locations for combining 
RVing and snow skiing (page 12) and have included a  
list of what you need to know while winterizing your  
RV (page 45).  

We’re so grateful we’ve made your list of resources for 
the RV lifestyle, and we’re looking forward to a happy and 
healthy new year ahead. 
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THE BUZZ

If you were given $1,000 
to renovate your RV, 
what would you do to it?

@mercedesr23
Bathroom fixes and 
upgrades.

@Dj915ept
I would put it toward 
fixing the soft spots in 
the floor. That certainly 
isn’t going to be cheap.

@RandyRoaming33
I would park my RV 
somewhere and feed the 
homeless.

@doghousewander
New mattress and sofa 
not recliners.

@sonicendeavor
A better permanent 
internet solution.

@overthewall13
Well I don’t have an RV 
but if I was given $1,000 
it would be toward the 
purchase of one for sure.

CONNECT WITH US
info-rvmagazine@rv.com

 RVdotCom
 RV.com
 RV_com

FROM TWITTER BEEP OFF
Enjoying the magazine as 
usual. We’d like to add a 
little something to October’s 
“Campground Etiquette” fea-
ture’s #1 Rule, “Respect Quiet 
Hours.” It mentioned don’t 
slam shut vehicle doors, which 
is a great tip. Another would 
be for folks to silence the horn 
beep when locking vehicle 
doors. Either hit the door lock 
when exiting the vehicle or 
disable the beep in the remote 
key settings. You can keep 
the blinking light noti� cation 
option. Make the change on 
your vehicle’s display panel. If 
you need help, ask a local car 
dealer or a smart 10-year-old. 

Non-campers in parking 
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lots and neighborhoods every-
where will thank you.

� ank you for a great 
magazine.
Debra and Gary Vigue
West Gardiner, Maine

BULLETIN BOARD
We loved the article “Camp-
ground Etiquette” in the 
October issue, and I hope 
that every reader takes it to 
heart. Unfortunately, we have 
crossed paths with every sin-
gle example listed. Well, other 
than the naked couple.

I told my wife that we 
should make copies of this 
article and stick it on the 
bulletin board at every camp-
ground we visit.

Keep up the good work!
Doug Culbertson, via email

FLASHY NEIGHBORS
� is is regarding the “What 
Would You Do?” question 
about naked neighbors in 
the “Campground Etiquette” 
article. First of all, I assume 
it was unintentional. � ese 
things usually are, and I 
would ignore it. However, if it 
appears to be clearly inten-
tional, I’d politely knock on 
their door and ask, “What can 
we bring?”
Todd Crickmer
Austin, Texas

LOOK AWAY
I had a similar experi-
ence with an unclothed 
RVer while stopped at 

a rest area driving through 
Canada. A class A motorhome 
pulled into the rest stop and 
the driver got up and she 
was completely naked. I also 
laughed and looked away.
Ted La� ey, via email

MYOB
Campground etiquette 
throughout the ages has always 
dictated that you don’t look 
into other peoples’ abodes. 
� e proximity and limitations 
of various forms of camping 
mean it isn’t always easy to 
be modest. � e couple didn’t 
make the mistake: the peepers 
did. So yes, avert your eyes—
permanently.
LARichard, via email

ONE TO RULE THEM ALL
My wife and I read with interest 
the article by Stefany Adinaro 
in the October issue regarding 
extended driving days.

We could not agree more! 
We have been RVing now for 
almost 10 years, and we have 

A VIEW TO A THRILL 
Hi, I thought I’d send in this photo from my trip last October 
from Maryland to visit my sister in Gallup, New Mexico. It was 
taken at the USDA Forest Service Cosmic Campground in the 
Gila National Forest at sunset. It was such a beautiful, peaceful 
place and was the � rst International Dark Sky Sanctuary estab-
lished in North America.  
Georgette Toews, Grasonville, Maryland

COSMIC 
VIEW 

IN NEW 
MEXICO

K E Y  I D
I’m always trying the wrong key 
in the wrong lock on my RV. So, I 
put a small drop of paint on the 
lock and the corresponding key 
using some brush-on touch-up 
paint I had. No more guessing! 
- Jan Bechtel, via email
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heartily subscribed to what we call our 
“Two-Two-Two” Rule:

-Try to never travel more than 250 
miles each day.

-Try to never drive for more than two 
hours before stopping for water for your-
self (or the pets), to get some exercise, to 
have a snack, and to hit the restrooms.

-Try to never stay less than two nights 
at any RV park unless necessary.

Obviously, the � rst two � t into the 
“unless absolutely necessary” bin as well, 
but as we have aged, this seems to become 
more and more important. With all the 
RV parks available, the number of road-
side rests, and Treebeard’s “Let’s not be 
hasty” mantra in mind from � e Lord of 
the Rings saga, we get to our destinations 
in good spirits, well rested, and more 
excited about the adventures to come. 
Great article!
Steve and Carol Steinbrecher, via email

CAMPFIRE SAFETY
 I’m new at camping and owning a mo-
torhome but have found the RV lifestyle 
to be one of the best things my � ancée 
and I have ever done. We love to go to 
a location in Pennsylvania, which I’ll 
keep as nameless for the location doesn’t 
matter—it’s the people there or anywhere 
that really matter.

We have a 2014 Winnebago Vista 35F 
Class A motorhome and the people next 
to us on a recent trip had a trailer. On 
several nights, due to the intense sudden 
cold temperatures, they made a � re at 
their site; awesome, so did we, but upon 
their exiting of the � repit area and going 
in their trailer for the night, they let the 
� re burn … and burn … and burn, not 
dousing the � ames with water. As it was 
fall, which means dry leaves falling from 
the trees, I simply don’t understand how 
people can be so naive to this hazard. 
� ey did it three nights in a row. I didn’t 
say anything to them (based on their 
actions and how they did things outside, I 
kept my words to myself).

I hope this gets printed to save some 
people some grief. God forbid if the � re 
spread and something horrible were to 
happen.

I do plan to contact the facility and let 
them know.
Michael J. Maniscalco
Toms River, New Jersey 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

Do you have an RV hack to make life 
on the road easier? We want to hear 
from you! Submit your favorite RV 
Quick Tips and high-resolution 
images to info-rvmagazine@rv.com.

BETTER LATE THAN NEVER
I’m a little behind in my magazine reading 
but “Time to Declutter” by Robert Annis 
in the March issue is right on point. Boy, 
do we longtime owners accumulate a 
bunch of stu� ! We unexpectedly traded 
our 2004 Open Road � � h-wheel for a 
� or motorhome. We hastily started 
emptying everything we had accumulat-
ed in nooks and crannies and drawers 
over 18 years, and we were shocked. We 
had two or three (or more) of just about 

everything, and in multiple places. Take 
Robert’s advice: Every few years pull 
everything out and start over.
Bob Leiper, via email 

Tough USA-Made |  Outstanding Customer Ser vice |  Award-Winning Design 

Time Tested • Time Proven
800-669-9690
www.roadmasterinc.com

ROADMASTER has been winning awards for as long as we have
been making tow bars. We are truly honored and a bit tickled. For 

over 50 years, we have been providing outstanding towing solutions.
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  FOODIE

LIGHT UP THE WINTER
by T E R R I  P E T E R S O N  S M I T H

Crab Cakes
On the Menu

1) In a medium bowl, combine 
eggs, mayonnaise, Dijon mus-
tard, Worcestershire, Old Bay, 
salt, and parsley and mix well. 
Add crab meat and panko and 
mix very gently. Shape into six 
half-cup cakes (or 12 mini cakes) 
and place on plate. Cover and 
refrigerate at least one hour to 
set them.

2) Heat butter in a large nonstick 
skillet. Add crab cakes and sauté 
until golden brown (about 3–4 
minutes per side), taking care 
not to burn the butter. Serve 
warm with tartar sauce or aioli.

YOU’LL NEED


MAKE IT


 2 large eggs
 2½ tbsp quality mayonnaise
 1½ tsp Dijon mustard
 1 tsp Worcestershire sauce
 1 tsp Old Bay Seasoning
 ¼ tsp salt
 2 tbsp finely chopped fresh 

parsley
 1 pound lump crab meat, 

preferably fresh (and picked 
over to remove any shell or 
cartilage)

 ½ cup panko bread crumbs 
or crushed Ritz crackers

 2 tbsp butter
 Tartar sauce or Stonewall 

Kitchen Lemon Herb Aioli

LOCAL FLAVORS
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Visitors admire the Community Christmas Tree on 
Market Square in Colonial Williamsburg’s Historic Area.

Winnebago Navion
After exploring Colonial Williamsburg, set up camp at one of the historic parks 
in an easily maneuverable Winnebago Navion. Three floorplans, each with a 
slideout to boost living space, are available in this Class C that can sleep four. Built 
on the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter chassis, the 25¹⁄₂-foot Navion boasts Adaptive 
ESP technology for added stability and control. The galley features a dual-burner 
induction/propane cooktop, a 10-cubic-foot 12-volt residential fridge, and a con-
vection microwave. In the bathroom you’ll find a retractable self-cleaning shower screen, 
an Oxygenics flexible showerhead, and nighttime toe-kick lighting. winnebago.com

WHY WE LIKE IT Large pass-through storage on 24J and 24D | Truma AquaGo recirculating water heater | Upscale details in a compact coach

 1 tsp Worcestershire sauce

 2 tbsp finely chopped fresh 

preferably fresh (and picked 
over to remove any shell or 

Crab Cakes

YOU’LL NEED

 2½ tbsp quality mayonnaise 2½ tbsp quality mayonnaise

Crab cakes are on the menu at 
Christiana Campbell’s Tavern in 
Colonial Williamsburg, where 
George Washington dined. 
Here’s our variation:

 It may be chilly in Colonial 
Williamsburg, Virginia, as winter 
arrives. Yet, nearby RV parks are 
open and the “colonists” offer enough 
events, displays, and activities to 
give anyone a warm holiday glow. 
In the 1700s, Williamsburg was the 
center of government, education, and 
culture of the Colony of Virginia. Now, 
Colonial Williamsburg’s 301-acre 
historic area includes several hundred 
restored or re-created buildings 
from the 18th century. Costumed 
employees work, dress, and often 
speak as people did in the era. 

The highlight of the holiday 
season is the fireworks of the 
Grand Illumination held this year on 
December 3rd, 10th, and 17th. You’ll 
find candles in the windows of the 
historic area, along with elegantly 
simple decorations made of natural 
materials on doors, windows, and 
railings throughout the city. They 
offer musical performances, dances, 
hands-on demonstrations, and tours 
of the fabulous Abby Aldrich Rocke-
feller Folk Art Museum and DeWitt 
Wallace Decorative Arts Museum. 
You’ll also find spirited holiday fare
at local taverns.

Colonial Williamsburg is part 
of the Historic Triangle that also 
includes Jamestown and Yorktown, 
and they’re all connected via the 
Colonial Parkway. 

10  R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2

RVM2212 - Local Flavors.indd   10/14/22   7:11 PM   - 10 -    (Cyan)RVM2212 - Local Flavors.indd   10/14/22   7:11 PM   - 10 -    (Cyan)RVM2212 - Local Flavors.indd   10/14/22   7:11 PM   - 10 -    (Magenta)RVM2212 - Local Flavors.indd   10/14/22   7:11 PM   - 10 -    (Magenta)RVM2212 - Local Flavors.indd   10/14/22   7:11 PM   - 10 -    (Yellow)RVM2212 - Local Flavors.indd   10/14/22   7:11 PM   - 10 -    (Yellow)RVM2212 - Local Flavors.indd   10/14/22   7:11 PM   - 10 -    (BlacK)RVM2212 - Local Flavors.indd   10/14/22   7:11 PM   - 10 -    (BlacK)



Crab Cakes

LOW

HIGH

Sparkling wine is always a win-
ner with anything fried. This Villa 
Conchi Cava Brut Selección from 
northwest Spain is a festive and 
fizzy medium-bodied dry wine with 
floral aromas and mineral flavors—
and it goes great with mayo-based 
sauces. $16. 

H to H Homage to Heritage 
Pouilly-Fuissé 2020, from France’s 
Burgundy region, is an elegant dry, 
medium-bodied white wine made 
with chardonnay grapes. It’s a 
classic to serve with crab cakes and 
offers subtle mineral and melon 
notes that don’t overpower the 
food. $33 
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LOW

HIGH

• Monitors and alerts drivers of high
or low tire pressure and temperature

• Easy, do-it-yourself installation

• Works with OneControl® app
on iOS and Android devices

• Kit includes 4 sensors and can also
monitor up to 20 tires simultaneously

TIRE LINC® TIRE PRESSURE AND 
TEMPERATURE MONITORING SYSTEM

WHENEVER, WHEREVER, WE MAKE YOUR EXPERIENCE BETTER.™   |    lippert.com  

ALWAYS BE READY 
FOR THE ROAD.

Always be ready for the road. Upgrade your 
RV with the tire pressure and temperature 
monitoring system (TPMS), that sends you 
tire notifications directly to your phone.

Download the Lippert OneControl app 
via the Apple App Store or Google 
Play and take control of Tire Linc.

Apple and App Store are 
registered trademarks 
of Apple Inc. 

Google Play and the Google 
Play logo are trademarks 
of Google LLC.

Monitors and alerts drivers of high
r low tire pressure and temperature

sy, do-it-yourself installation

t includes 4 sensors and can also
monitor up to 20 tires simultaneously

Download the Lippert OneControl app 
via the Apple App Store or Google 
Play and take control of Tire Linc.

and App Store are 

Google Play and the Google 
Play logo are trademarks 
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B Y  J U L I E  P E R R Y  N E L S O N 
@ T R A V E L _ F E R R E T

Wait! Don’t winterize your RV just yet. There are plenty of 
adventures to be had in the cooler months. So put away the 
paddleboard and pool toys and load up the skis, snowboards, 

and tubes. It’s time to have SNOW much fun!
We have four towns to share that not only have campgrounds near great 

ski resorts, but also have plenty of other activities to keep your crew busy 
when not on the slopes. Breckenridge, Colorado; Jackson Hole, Wyoming; 
Gilford, New Hampshire; and Park City, Utah, are all marvelous places to ski 
and camp.

Winter RVing does present new challenges and preparation is necessary 
for safety and enjoyment on your trip. Be sure your rig is equipped to handle 
colder temperatures and adequate insulation. Frozen water lines and 
shivering family members will derail your trip quickly. Snow tires or chains are 
also a must when traveling on steep, snowy mountain ranges.

The challenges of winter camping are well worth overcoming for the joy of 
having your home on wheels close to the slopes. The area may be frozen, but 
don’t you want to build a snowman?

S C U L P T U R E S  |  O L Y M P I A N S  |  S L E I G H  R I D E S  |  F I N E  D I N I N G 

IT’S ALL 
DOWNHILL 

FROM HERE … 
AND THAT’S 

A GOOD 
THING. HIT 

THE SLOPES AT 
ANY OF THESE 
WORLD-CLASS 
DESTINATIONS 
FROM AROUND 
THE COUNTRY.

B Y  J U L I E  P E R R Y  N E L S O N 
@ T R A V E L _ F E R R E T

S C U L P T U R E S  |  O L Y M P I A N S  |  S L E I G H  R I D E S  |  F I N E  D I N I N G 

IT’S ALL 
DOWNHILL 

FROM HERE … 
AND THAT’S 

A GOOD 
THING. HIT 

THE SLOPES AT 
ANY OF THESE 
WORLD-CLASS 
DESTINATIONS 
FROM AROUND 
THE COUNTRY.
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MUST-DO
For a day of fun in the snow, visit Frisco Adventure Park (frisco 
adventurepark.com). The park has two sledding hills, a traditional 
hill that is free, and one that is lift-assisted for more sledding 
and less dragging your sled up the mountain. The park also fea-
tures a beginner ski hill, cross-country skiing, and sleigh rides.

OFF THE
BEATEN PATH
Treat the group to a private ad-
venture with Breckenridge Nordic 
Snowcat Tours (breckenridgenordic
.com). Stay warm as the huge 
snowcat plows through the woods 
with a pit stop at a historic mining 
cabin for hot chocolate, schnapps, 
and s’mores.

ON THE MENU
Cabin Juice (cabinjuice.com) offers 
an elevated dining experience 
(Breckenridge is at 9,600 feet 
above sea level). Sit at a table with 
ski lifts as chairs and savor local, 
organic dishes individually pre-
pared to meet any dietary restric-
tion. Add a barrel-aged old-fash-
ioned to enhance your meal.

STAY
HERE Tiger Run Resort (tigerrunresort.com) is tucked between Breckenridge 

and Frisco with easy access to the freeway. Their winter RV sites 
are plowed and are equipped with heated water lines.

MUST-DO
The National Museum of 

Wildlife Art (wildlifeart.org) 
sits on a bluff  overlooking 
town. Art displays depict 

wild animals from all over 
the world.

Jackson Hole, Wyoming
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, is at the 

edge of Grand Teton National Park. 
The town’s Western vibe is reflected 
in its sights, restaurants, and shops.

Breckenridge, Colorado - The town of Breckenridge is close to Keystone Ski Resort, 
Copper Mountain, and Breckenridge Ski Resort and is easily accessible from Interstate 70. 
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W E E K E N D  W A R R I O R S

ON THE MENU
cabinjuice.com) offers 

an elevated dining experience 
(Breckenridge is at 9,600 feet 
above sea level). Sit at a table with 
ski lifts as chairs and savor local, 
organic dishes individually pre-
pared to meet any dietary restric-
tion. Add a barrel-aged old-fash-
ioned to enhance your meal.

) is tucked between Breckenridge 
and Frisco with easy access to the freeway. Their winter RV sites 
are plowed and are equipped with heated water lines.

(Breckenridge is at 9,600 feet 
above sea level). Sit at a table with 
ski lifts as chairs and savor local, 
organic dishes individually pre-
pared to meet any dietary restric-
tion. Add a barrel-aged old-fash-
ioned to enhance your meal.

) is tucked between Breckenridge 
and Frisco with easy access to the freeway. Their winter RV sites 
are plowed and are equipped with heated water lines.

ON THE MENU
Make a reservation at The Blue Lion 
(bluelionrestaurant.com) for a fine-

dining experience in a charming 
historic house. Rack of lamb, buffalo, 

elk tenderloin, and delectable 
desserts await hungry skiers.

STAY HERE
Fireside Resort (jacksonholecamp

ground.com) is the longest operating 
campground in the area. October–

April electric-only sites are available, 
while full hookups are offered the 

rest of the year. Cable and Wi-Fi are 
included, and showers and restrooms 

remain open in the winter.

OFF THE
BEATEN PATH

Join a tour with Jackson Hole 
Wildlife Safaris (jacksonholewildlife

safaris.com) to view elk, bison, bighorn 
sheep, moose, and more. A naturalist 
guides small groups to the best spots 

to see wildlife in the surrounding 
area as well as Grand Teton National 
Park. Breakfast, snacks, and spotting 

scopes are provided.


SKIING & RVING
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  RV ROAD TRIP | skiing & RVing

OFF THE
BEATEN PATH

Ice artists sculpt stunning 
winter wonderlands of 

tunnels, sculptures, slides, 
and archways for kids 

young and old to explore at 
Ice Castles (icecastles.com/
utah). The ice creations are 
best at night, shining in a 

kaleidoscope of colors.
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ON THE MENU
Imagine riding on a horse-
drawn sleigh guided by a 
cowboy destined for a lodge 
with live music and a roaring 
fire. Snowed Inn Sleigh Co. 
(snowedinnsleigh.com) offers 
this experience topped with a 
hearty Western-style dinner.

STAY HERE
Park City RV Resort (roberts 
resorts.com) is close to three 
world-class ski areas. The resort 
has more than 40 large camp-
sites available in the winter, as 
well as a gym and a hot tub to 
relax those weary muscles after 
a day on the slopes. 


OFF THE BEATEN PATH
Relive your childhood at the American 
Classic Arcade Museum (classicarcade

museum.org) in nearby Laconia. Its 250-plus 
games are sure to include your sentimental 

favorites. While there, learn about the 
history of video games.

F U L L - T I M E  R V E R S

MUST-DO
What is better than skiing all day? 

Night skiing! Extend the fun at 
Gunstock Mountain (gunstock

.com) and hit one of the 22 lighted 
trails, a terrifi c terrain park, and 

snow tubing—all under the 
twinkling stars.

Be the first to hit the slopes by 
staying at Gunstock Mountain 
Resort’s RV campground (gunstock
.com/camping), just steps from 
the lifts. The resort offers free hot showers, 
laundry facilities, and discounted lift tickets.

STAY
HERE


ON THE MENU

Laconia Local Eatery (laconialocaleatery.com) 
sources locally grown food. The farm-to-
table restaurant offers delicious seasonal 
dishes based on availability of ingredients. 
Try the pan-seared scallops or pork chops.

Gilford, New Hampshire
Gunstock Mountain Resort in Gilford, New 

Hampshire, has great runs and is less than 100 
miles from Boston, Massachusetts.

Park City, Utah
Park City, Utah, is a town built on skiing. Park City Mountain Resort is the largest ski 
area in the US with more than 300 runs and 47 lifts. 

MUST-DO
Park City hosted the 
Winter Olympics in 
2002. Utah Olympic 

Park (utaholympic
legacy.org) has ski 

jumps, sliding tracks, 
and a museum. Visi-
tors  16 and older can 
experience the thrill 

of the Winter Bob-
sled Experience while 

younger kids watch 
future Olympians 

practice their 
spectacular jumps.
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A C T I V E  R V E R S  |  I C E  F I S H I N G

E X T R A V A G A N Z A 
O N  I C E

The whole family can 
enjoy dropping a line 

into the icy depths and 
hooking everything 

from itty-bitty fi sh to 
trophy-sized lunkers.
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There’s lots of water in Minnesota. So much of 
it that one of the state’s nicknames is the “Land of 10,000 
Lakes.” There are big lakes and little lakes. Deep ones and 
shallow ones. Lakes where there’s waterside parking for all 
manner of vehicles and those requiring a long hike to reach in 
the summer months or a trek on snowshoes or cross-country 
skis in the winter.

Fish inhabit the vast majority of the state’s lakes, species 
from itty-bitty bluegills to lunker lake trout that test the skills of 
anglers looking for sport or fish fillets for a dinner with the kids. 
Those pursuits don’t pause when the water freezes over in late 
autumn. Ice anglers enjoy a virtual extravaganza of fishing op-
portunities on those legendary 10,000 lakes, a situation repeated 
across the central and northern latitudes of the country in states 
such as Maine, Missouri, Michigan, and Montana. 

Looking to put your favorite freshwater fish on ice? Read 
on to learn where they hang out when there’s ice overhead and 
how to catch them.

B Y  J A C K  B A L L A R D

There’s lots of water in Minnesota.
it that one of the state’s nicknames is the “Land of 10,000 
Lakes.” There are big lakes and little lakes. Deep ones and 
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Trout
Numerous species of trout 
are hooked by ice anglers 
each season including brook, 
cutthroat, and brown trout. 
But lake and rainbow trout 
are almost certainly the most 
popular with Minnesota 
anglers and those in many 
other states as well.

Rainbow trout remain 
active under the ice through
out the winter. The first 
challenge to good trout fishing 
is to drill a hole in the ice (after 
verifying it’s safe to do so) and 
set up in a place that holds 
trout, a conundrum for even 
the experts when confronted 
with a lake sprawling over 
hundreds of acres where one 
expanse of ice looks just like 
the rest. 

The key to finding 
rainbows (and other species) 
while ice fishing is to focus 
upon what’s known in the 
angling world as “structure.” 
This simply refers to 
underwater features that 
break up an otherwise 
continuous expanse of 
bottom. Structure can include 
geographical features such 
as underwater points, ridges, 
dropoffs, or rock piles. 
These might be discovered 
on summertime fishing trips 
or show up on topographical 
maps of the lake bottom. 

Other structure might 
involve submerged trees, 
flooded fences, or other 
humancreated features as 
bizarre as old cars that took 
their final drive to Davy Jones’ 
locker versus the junkyard. 
Sonar units will reliably verify 
manmade structure or if 
located visually when a lake 
is icefree, its position can 
be recorded on a GPS unit for 

trout. They’re thus typically 
found in northern regions 
near the Canadian border.

Lake trout are commonly 
caught under the ice in 
deeper water than rainbows. 
Minnesota biologists 
recommend starting in 
around 15–40 feet, then 
moving deeper. Heavier 
tackle is also needed. The 
last thing you want is a 
trophy lake trout destroying 
a light rod! 

Minnow, suckers, and 
chubs are ideal bait for 
lake trout. Hooking the bait 
between the dorsal fin and 
tail will keep it oriented 
naturally in the water. 
Blade baits and soft plastic 
swimbaits are good lures for 
lake trout. Silver and white 
are usually the best colors 
as they’re similar to the 

reference in the winter. 
Locating a hole above 

or just adjacent to structure 
is just the ticket to catching 
trout under the ice. Be sure 
not to ignore structure found 
along the shoreline where 
the water may be just 2–4 
feet deep. Rainbows (and 
most other trout) commonly 
cruise near shore in the 
summertime in search of 
food, a pattern that persists 
in the winter. Weed beds 
on the bottom are a bonus. 
Trout feed aggressively on 
aquatic insects that rely on 
underwater vegetation.

Rainbows can be caught 
on live bait or artificial lures. 
Worms or small minnows 
are excellent bait. Jigs and 
spoons are popular artificials. 
Trout can be spooked even 
under the ice, especially in 
shallow water. Once you’re 
set up, resist the temptation 
to move around to avoid 
scaring the fish. An Ice Castle 
Fish House makes a comfy, 
functional, home base on the 
ice for trout fishing.

Lakes in the vicinity of 

hues of small fish lake trout 
commonly prey upon.

Gunflint Lake, which 
spans the US and Canadian 
borders, is a prime 
Minnesota destination 
for icebound laketrout 
hunters. It’s home to the 
annual Gunflint Trout Derby 
held in early March (March 
4 for 2023). Gunflint is also 
in proximity to several other 
lakes offering good fishing 
for lake trout. Hiring a guide 
is a worthwhile investment 
for novice trout anglers. 
Learning the basics from an 
expert really ups your odds 
of success!

Pike and Walleye
Walleye, a favorite of ice 
anglers, frequently share 
the water with northern 
pike. Pike have a string of 

Wisconsin angler Tommy Hicks shows off a brown 
trout. Lake trout up to 25 pounds are caught each 
year, though most average around 2 pounds.

Walleye (right) take 
top billing for most ice 
anglers. They grow to 
impressive sizes, are easy 
to fillet, and the white, 
flaky flesh tastes great.

cities and towns are often 
stocked with trout. Lake 
Harriet, for example, sits 
right in the middle of Minne
apolis. The 340acre lake is 
home to rainbow trout.

Along with rainbows, 
lake trout are a challeng
ing, popular quarry with ice 
anglers. They get big. Cold 
water is a necessity for lake 

There are a variety of ice shelters—from portable hubs, like this one from 
Clam that sets up in a jiffy—to fully outfitted RVs built specifically for anglers.
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pesky Y-shaped bones in their fillets and slimy 
skin, leading some to shun this species. But 
pike fillets rival walleye for mild, tasty flesh for 
those with a little patience for the knife work.

The chiseled teeth of pike can make short 
work of monofilament line if it contacts their 
chompers. Wire leaders are still an option 
to protect against bite-offs but attaching a 
foot or so of “bite tippet” in the manner of 
saltwater anglers dealing with toothy fish 
works just as well. Fashion the tippet from 
20-pound or heavier fluorocarbon line and 
make sure to check it for abrasion after 
you land a pike. Pike will hit natural bait or 
artificial lures on a wire leader, but fluorocar-
bon is harder for them to see and may be an 
advantage around smart, pressured fish.

Pike and walleye coinhabit many lakes. 
A good technique for either species is to start fishing 
over structure in around 10 feet of water early in the 
morning, then move out toward deeper haunts later in 
the day, reversing the pattern in the afternoon.

Tip-up rigs are ideal for walleye and pike and can be 
used fishing for other species as well. A tip-up has a flag 
release connected to a spool of line that indicates when a 
fish takes the bait.

Both walleye and northern pike are piscivores, a 
scientific way of saying they eat other fish. This fact should 
help dictate what’s attached to your hook. Both species 
will devour live bait. Artificial lures that mimic live minnow 
are chosen by experienced anglers. Jigging artificials in 
the shape of a bait fish works well, as does twitching a 
fluttering, brightly colored spoon to imitate the thrashing 
of an injured fingerling. Since both species devour little 
fish, adding the tail or another piece of a dead minnow may 
incite fish to bite. Clam’s Ribbon Leech Flutter Spoon Kit is 
a great choice for beginners and experts alike.

I C E  F I S H I N G

When jigging artificials, be 
sure to change things up if the 
action is slow. Methodically change 
the depth at which the lure is 
suspended. This can be accom-
plished by counting down how far 
it sinks before stopping it to jig or 
actually timing the fall with a watch 
or the timer on a cell phone. Also vary the presentation. Sometimes 
fish more readily take a lure twitched very slow at long intervals. 
Others are more excited by faster action. 

There are countless destinations for pike and walleye in 
Minnesota. Many of the big water bodies such as Lake of the Woods, 
Upper Red Lake, and Leech Lake are ideal places to hook a lunker.

Panfish
Pint-sized panfish such as bluegill, crappie, and perch are widely dis-
tributed and great fun for ice anglers, especially kids. It takes more 
than one panfish to make an entrée, but the itty-bitty fillets from 
bluegill and crappie are among my family’s favorites.

Techniques for catching panfish are similar to those for trout and 
walleye with a couple of notable exceptions. First, downsize tackle 
and bait to match the size of the fish. Very light line, small lures, and 
sensitive rods up the odds of a strike and detecting a subtle hit. Also 
be aware that panfish tend to run in schools. Where there’s one, 
there’s almost invariably more. If you find a school, the action will 
probably be hot until they move on. It makes sense to move around 
over structure if the fish aren’t biting.

Sand Lake in north-central Minnesota is a desirable panfish lake 
with large perch, crappie, and the occasional bluegill. Not far away, 
Cut Foot Sioux Lake offers fine fishing for crappie and perch.

Whether you wander the Land of 10,000 Lakes or locations in other 
states, ice angling isn’t confined to a few kinds of fish. From lunker lake 
trout to lovely little crappie, it’s time to enjoy the extravaganza on ice. 

Small live bait and tiny 
jigs are ideal for panfish. 
Suspend bait under a 
small bobber attached to 
a jig or weight a natural 
bait with a split-shot to 
achieve the proper depth.

Pike (shown) get big and fight hard, making them 
a preferred catch by some anglers. They’re often 

found in the same places as walleye.
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The 600 employee owners at B&W-

B&W TRAILER HITCHES, CIRCLE 102 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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R V  F I S H  H O U S E S
My first ice-fishing experience was more than 
30 years ago while visiting friends in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula, aka the “U.P.” We loaded our grub, cooler, 
propane heater, fishing gear, and winter clothing into 
a Jeep and drove through a foot of snow onto a frozen 
lake, one of more than 4,000 in the UP during midwinter. 
There we proceeded to camp out for the day, sitting in a 
single-window 5-by-10-foot plywood “shanty,” watching 
our fishing poles set up over two holes that we’d drilled 
through the ice using an auger. 

Accommodations for ice fishing have changed dra-
matically since then. Inexpensive, homebuilt shanties are 
still popular, but those who want to take fishing outings 
to a new level of comfort and convenience can camp on 
frozen lakes in travel trailers designed specifically for ice PH
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T H E S E  C O O L  S P E C I A L T Y  T R A V E L  T R A I L E R S  A R E  D E S I G N E D  S P E C I F I C A L L Y  F O R  C A M P I N G  O N 
F R O Z E N  L A K E S  W H I L E  C H I L L I N G  O U T  A N D  C A T C H I N G  T H E  B I G  O N E .

fishing. These towable fish houses provide the comforts of 
a warm, cozy cabin that allows fishing from the couch or at 
the dining table while watching TV or eating dinner. 

These fish houses come in a variety of sizes, layouts, and 
prices. They have holes in the floors to access the ice, extra 
insulation, propane heat, bathrooms with showers, enter-
tainment systems, provisions for generator and solar power, 
kitchens, and other indoor amenities of a traditional travel 
trailer. Jackknife, Murphy, and bunk beds are also common. 
All of these features mean the whole family can enjoy winter 
outings—and even RV trips away from the ice and snow.

Today’s fish houses are also RVIA-certified, which 
means they’re well-built for year-round camping. Some 
are also available as toy haulers, with a rear access ramp 
that drops to load and unload an ATV or snowmobile, to 
make it easy to explore the surrounding area wherever 
you’re camped. We’ve highlighted a nice cross-section of 
2023 models that we’d like to be camping in while waiting 
for a big northern pike or walleye to tug on our fishing lines. 

Specialty travel trailers like the Yetti Grand 
Escape provide RVers hooked on ice fishing all 
the comforts and amenities of a one-bedroom 
cabin that can be used year-round.

B Y  B R U C E  W .  S M I T H
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Y E T T I  G R A N D  E S C A P E  E D I T I O N
Yetti Fish Houses’ all-new 24-foot Grand Escape Edition GE824-DRKF is the 
largest and most luxurious of the five models within this group of Voyager 
Industries’ fish-house offerings. This beautiful 8,000-pound-GVWR fish house 
is spacious enough to bring the entire clan and their gear out on the ice while 
angling through eight lighted holes. It sports a big bathroom, solid bunk beds 
up front, jackknife sofa amidships, with another jackknife sofa/dinette and an 
electric-lift queen bed in the rear of the house. It has dual-pane windows and 
the furnace is a 30,000-Btu model (twin 20,000-Btu furnace is an option). The 
kitchen has dual sinks on the one-piece countertop opposite a three-burner 
range and 7.4-cubic-foot fridge. Like most fish-house RVs, the tandem axles hy-
draulically lift to anchor the Escape on the ice. The Yetti is built with an aluminum 
frame with all-aluminum structure topped with a one-piece fiberglass roof. This 
model also has a removable tongue-and-rubber flooring. You have your choice of 
cedar or pine interior woodwork and upgrade options abound. MSRP $75,060
yettioutdoors.com

A L U M A I C E  A I 8 2 0 T A H
One of the many features of the 
aluminum-and-fiberglass 2023 
AlumaIce AI820TAH is that this Min-
nesota-built 20-foot fish/camper 
house has the ability to hydraulically 
raise and lower the tandem axles 
with the push of a button. These fish 
houses can also be customized in 
many ways to fit customer needs. 
Standard features include heavily 
insulated walls, ceiling, and floor, plus 
cedar cabinets, and the interiors are 
covered in tongue-and-groove cedar 
from floor to ceiling. The ¾-inch-thick 
floor has seven fish holes with lights 
and covers. The galley has a large 
three-burner range, 12-volt freezer/
fridge, and a microwave. Heat comes 
from a 40,000-Btu furnace, and 
there’s a half-bath, entertainment 
center, Murphy bed, and bunk for 
added creature comfort. A rear ramp 
door is an option to make this 7,100-
pound-GVWR trailer into a toy hauler. 
MSRP $60,000
alumaice.com 

I C E  C A S T L E  8 ’ X 2 9 ’  S T U B  R V 
2 5 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y  E D I T I O N
Ice Castle, the RV manufacturing arm 
of Minnesota-based American Surplus 
& Manufacturing (AS&M), has been 
pioneering wheeled fish houses since 
1998 and has commemorated that 
milestone with the 8’x29’ Stub RV 
25th Anniversary Edition. This 29-foot 
RVIA-certified trailer is the largest in 
the line and it’s loaded with amenities 
from twin 80-inch jackknife sofas 
and a 54-inch electric-lift bed in the 
rear to a big bathroom up front over 
a raised floor. In-between is another 
jackknife sofa in the slideout opposite 
the full galley featuring stainless-steel 
appliances. It’s pre-wired for solar 
and satellite, and eight lighted fish 
holes, 12-volt/120-volt electrical, 

heated holding tanks, and choices 
of pine or cedar interior trim set the 
stage for a fine family fish house. The 
7,800-pound-GVWR, hydraulic-lift 
tandem-axle, stub-frame fish house 
uses Artic Insulation and a 30,000-Btu 
furnace to keep it toasty on the ice—
and a 13,500-Btu A/C to keep it cool 
for summer use. MSRP $58,450
icecastlefh.com
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C H E R O K E E  G R E Y  W O L F 
F I S H  H O U S E  1 7 M P
The midsize 2023 Grey Wolf 17MP 
from Forest River’s Cherokee line 
is a standout when it comes to 
four-season fish-house travel 
trailers. The full-featured 26-foot-
long, 5,794-pound-GVWR 17MP 
incorporates a remote-controlled 
hydraulic lift axle under the GS Gen 
4 frame that’s built in Northern 
Minnesota. It uses bubble-wrap 
insulation, thermopane windows, 
and a 35,000-Btu ducted furnace 
to keep the cold at bay. Ice anglers 
will love the eight fish holes, 
two that are positioned so you 

can jig while sitting on the sofa, 
along with a flip-up rod storage 
compartment on each side. The 
rubberized floor helps minimize 
noise while ice fishing and makes 
clean-up easy. It’s roomy, too, 
with a huge U-shaped dinette that 
converts into a bed at the back of 
the trailer and an oversized large 
permanent bunk that can be used 
for extra storage. A full bath and 
nicely appointed galley add to the 
creature comforts. This 8-foot-
wide fish house is even pre-wired 
for a fish camera, satellite TV, and 
solar panels. MSRP $42,642
forestriverinc.com

RV F I SH H OU S ES

Ice fishing is a lot of fun and a wonderful 
experience, but it also raises safety concerns be-
cause no ice is ever 100% safe. Before venturing out 
on any ice surface, check the ice thickness. It’s also 
prudent to check with local tackle shops about the 
ice thickness on the body of water where you are 
planning on fishing or towing your RV fish house.

According to the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources, the strength of ice can’t be 
judged solely by its appearance, age, thickness, 
temperature, or whether it’s covered with snow. 

Strength is based on 
all that—plus depth of 
water under the ice, size 
of the body of water, 
water chemistry, the currents, the distribution of 
the load on the ice, and local weather conditions.

At right is a general guideline from the Min-
nesota DNR on “clear” ice thickness and what 
it can support; however, knowing the thickness 
and quality of the ice you are driving or camped 
on is your responsibility:

MINIMUM ICE THICKNESS FOR NEW,
CLEAR ICE ONLY
UNDER 4” - STAY OFF
4” Ice fishing or other activities on foot
5”–7” Snowmobile or ATV
8”–12” Car, small SUV, or pickup
12”–15” Full-size pickup/SUV 
>15” Pickup towing an RV fish house

T E A M  L O D G E  E X T R E M E  2
Team Lodge’s 8’x18’ Extreme 2 is an all-
season, bunkhouse-style toy hauler that 
would serve well as an ice-fishing base camp. 
The 5,750-pound (dry) tandem-axle RV has 
a cargo capacity of 4,250 pounds with a 
6-by-14-foot garage and sleeping capacity 
for four. The hydraulic lift suspension easily 
lowers the trailer onto the ice, while the 
2-inch-thick insulation and rubber flooring is 
well suited for extreme winter use. The front 
kitchenette includes a three-burner stove, 
3-cubic-foot 120-volt fridge, convection 
microwave, and an abundance of cabinetry. 
Two opposing sofas extend to make into a 
bed and there’s a 30-by-72-inch sofa/bunk 
in the kitchen area. Optional is a HappiJac 
Lift Bed for additional sleeping space. The 
Extreme 2 has four lighted fish holes, a 
cassette toilet, exterior flood lights, and 
three deep-cycle batteries. Heat comes 
from a 30,000-Btu forced-air furnace, with 
cooling via the 13,500-Btu air conditioner. 
The Extreme 2 is a great RV for ice fishing as 
well as other outdoor sports. MSRP $49,155
team-lodge.com 

S T O P !  C H E C K  T H E  I C E
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To learn more visit: CampingWorld.com/DISH or call: 1-877-435-0181

Give the gift of TV that travels with you!

DISH Outdoors is the perfect travel companion
any time of year.

Get Live Pay As You Go TV from
DISH Outdoors
● Only pay for the months you use
● No activation, disconnect, or restart fees
● No Wi-Fi needed
● No credit check

Don't miss out on live sports, news, holiday specials, and weather updates as
you travel this season!

Give the gift of TV that travels with you!
Don't miss out on live sports, news, holiday specials, and weather updates as

you travel this season!

Already a DISH customer?
No problem, add a mobile receiver
for only: /mo.

$5

23 DISH.indd   10/14/22   8:01 PM   - 23 -    (Cyan)23 DISH.indd   10/14/22   8:01 PM   - 23 -    (Cyan)23 DISH.indd   10/14/22   8:01 PM   - 23 -    (Magenta)23 DISH.indd   10/14/22   8:01 PM   - 23 -    (Magenta)23 DISH.indd   10/14/22   8:01 PM   - 23 -    (Yellow)23 DISH.indd   10/14/22   8:01 PM   - 23 -    (Yellow)23 DISH.indd   10/14/22   8:01 PM   - 23 -    (BlacK)23 DISH.indd   10/14/22   8:01 PM   - 23 -    (BlacK)

https://www.campingworld.com/dish.html


    Check It

Twice! T H E  U LT I M AT E  H O L I D AY

G I F T  G U I D E  F O R  T H E

R V E R  I N  YO U R  L I F E .

Twice!

The MaxxFan Deluxe is an 
all-in-one RV vent fan with 
automatic rain protection 
and remote control. It can 
even run with the vent 
closed to act as a ceiling fan. 

Monitor the health of 
your RV combo’s tires 
with the TireMinder i10
TPMS. The kit includes 
a premium color display 
and six transmitters, 
with room to grow. 

The TravlFi Journey1 Wi-Fi LTE mobile hotspot 
connects up to five devices to the strongest 
in-range network. Choose a pay-as-you-go 
data plan from 2 GB to 800 GB per month.

The Camco Taste-
PURE water filter with 
flexible hose protector 
uses a 20-micron sed-
iment filter to remove 
bad taste, odor, chlo-
rine, and sediment.

The Furrion Vision S 
Vehicle Observation 
System makes back-
ing into the campsite 
easier than ever.

The Tekonsha Primus Brake iQ 
Brake Control offers smooth, 
proportional trailer braking for 
up to three axles. 

Power up with the Champion 
3,650-watt generator with a reli-
able recoil start, plus enough juice 
to start and run a 15,000-Btu A/C.

Ess
ent

ial
s

B Y  K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E R

G OTTA H AV E I T  /  GIFT GUIDE
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ROCK CREEK KAYAKS
Slice through the waters by 

yourself or with a friend with one 
of Rock Creek’s Infl atable Kayak 
packages. Both include removable 
seats, a pump, paddle, and patch 
kit. The single (orange) is rated at 
286 pounds, while the double 

(green) tops out at 420 pounds.
 Available at the-house.com.

We’re dreaming of a fun-fi lled summer ... get out on the water after the snow melts!

T H E  U LT I M AT E  H O L I D AY

G I F T  G U I D E  F O R  T H E

R V E R  I N  YO U R  L I F E .

We’re dreaming of a fun-fi lled summer ... get out on the water after the snow melts!

Bring the beach 
vibes with this 
Light Up 4.5-foot 
Palm Tree coiled 
with a 40-inch 
LED rope light. 
The tree breaks 
down for easy 
storage. 

GRILLIN’ AND CHILLIN’
Beat the BBQ blues with the 

Weber Q 1200 Portable Gas Grill 
(1). Its snazzy blue skin, 8,500 
Btu of heat, and 189-square-

inch grate let fellow RVers 
know they’re in for a treat. As 
its name implies, the Razor 

Folding 4-Burner Gas Griddle 
and Grill (2) delivers two cooking 
options in one sleek package. The 
512-square-inch cooking area and 

40,000 Btu of heat can handle a 
feast for the hungriest of RVers. 

The 8.5-foot-long Color- 
Changing Edison LED Light 
Set features 10 lights and 
plugs on both ends to connect 
multiple strands for retro fun.

Create your own swim platform with 
an Inflatable Floating Dock from 
Overton’s. The durable stitching can 
support adults and beach chairs (up 
to 990 pounds total), and can also be 
used as a launching pad for your PWC.

kit. The single (orange) is rated at 
286 pounds, while the double 

(green) tops out at 420 pounds.
 Available at the-house.com.

Inflatables

Patio

1

2

We’re dreaming of a fun-fi lled summer ... get out on the water after the snow melts!

The Overton’s Inflatable Stand-Up 
Paddleboard Kit has everything you 
need to get you up and floating: a 
durable 350-pound-rated inflatable 
board, three-piece paddle, a dual-
action pump, and a storage bag.

GRILLIN’ AND CHILLIN’GRILLIN’ AND CHILLIN’GRILLIN’ AND CHILLIN’GRILLIN’ AND CHILLIN’
Beat the BBQ blues with the Beat the BBQ blues with the 

The 8.5-foot-long The 8.5-foot-long Color- 
Changing Edison LED Light Changing Edison LED Light 
Set features 10 lights and features 10 lights and 
plugs on both ends to connect plugs on both ends to connect 
multiple strands for retro fun.multiple strands for retro fun.multiple strands for retro fun.multiple strands for retro fun.
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G I F T  G U I D E

Made especially for RVs, the Magma 
10-piece Nesting Stainless-Steel 
Induction Cookset features ferro-
magnetic stainless-steel bases for use 
with induction cooktops. The nonstick 
coating is easy to clean, and the set 
includes a sauté pan, stockpot, lid, two 
saucepans, removable handles, and a 
bungee storage cord.

Cook like a pro with the Robert 
Irvine 8-piece Cookware Set. 
The set includes a fry pan, pot 
with cover, a Dutch oven with 
cover, a detachable handle, a 
silicone steamer, and a handy 
storage bag.

Save valuable cupboard space 
with the Magma 7-piece 
Nesting Stainless-Steel 
Induction Cookset. Compatible 
with induction stove tops, it has 
everything you need to channel 
your inner chef, without taking 
over the storage compartments.

Enclave has you covered in the RV bedroom as well 
with a Homespun Bed in a Bag Comforter and Sheet 
Set (4)—shown in Navy—and the Woodland Bed in 
a Bag Comforter and Sheet Set (5)—shown in Green. 
Each set includes a comforter, pillow shams, pillow 
cases, and a flat and fitted sheet. If you need to only 
top off your existing bed(s) the Cumberland Comfort-
er (6)—shown in Tan—is a good choice, or the Ella 
Comforter (7)—shown in Sage—or the Savannah 
Comforter (8)—shown in Blush—will help send you 
off to Dreamland in comfort and style.

Enclave makes RV bathroom set-up easy with its 
15-piece Bathroom Set (1), including a shower curtain, 
rings, and a bath mat (shown in Terracotta). Finish off 
with the hotel-quality 5-piece Turkish Cotton Towel 
Set (2) and the 3-piece Turkish Cotton Towel Set (3), 
available in a variety of colors.

Galley Gear

Clean It Up

Lay It Down

HOLIDAY HUNGRY
Triple-coated with a nonstick cooking surface, the

Granite Stone Stackmaster 10-piece Cookware Set
makes for healthier eating due to the need for less 

oil. The stackable set includes a fry pan, a skillet, two 
saucepans, a sauté pan, and a stockpot with lids. 

1

2

4 65 7 8

3
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©2022 Winnebago

Meet the 30th Anniversary Adventurer:

Since its launch, the Adventurer® has helped countless 

RVers escape the ordinary, discover new horizons 

and forge stronger connections along the way. The 

30th Anniversary edition brings an array of exclusive 

upgrades, from SumoSprings® suspension to custom 

captain’s chairs with heat and massage, that make this 

legendary coach even more special.

See it now at Winnebago.com.

WINNEBAGO INDUSTRIES, CIRCLE 123 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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G I F T  G U I D E

Get Outside

MINI SLEIGH
It may not 

transport your 
gifts from the 

North Pole, but the 
Collapsible Double- 

Decker Utility 
Wagon does make 

it easy to move 
up to 150 pounds 

of gear around 
the campsite. The 

folding design 
makes for simple 

set-up and storage. 

No folding bike? No problem. 
The Stromberg Ultra Bike Rack
bolts onto the floor of your 
Ultra Cargo Carrier to hold up
to two bikes. A convenient 
tie-down strap is included.

Explore the RV park in style with 
the StowAway Adventurer 6-Speed 
Folding Bike. Setup is easy, and the 
20-inch alloy wheels and padded 
seat make for a comfortable ride.

Wildsam Field Guides 
provide expert insight into 
locations all across the 
country  —and beyond.  
The Moon includes pho-
tos, geology, lunar surface 
features, and more.

S’mores are great, 
but have you tried a 
campfire pie? Rome 
Cast-Iron Pie Irons 
come in single or 
double versions, 
each 28 inches 
long, the perfect 
distance for cooking 
a delicious dessert. 

Make your list and order these fabulous gifts at campingworld.com (unless otherwise noted) or visit a Camping World store near you.

1 2

20-inch alloy wheels and padded 
seat make for a comfortable ride.

Wildsam Field Guides Wildsam Field Guides 

1

The Mr. Bar-B-Q Portable Outdoor Fire Pit (1) allows you to enjoy a campfi re 
without all the mess—nor the smoke. The 18.5-inch pit off ers 58,000 Btu of pro-

pane-fi red heat. Enjoy the outdoors without all the bugs with the Venture 5-Sided 
QuickSet Screen Shelter (2) that sets up in less than a minute for 63.5 square feet of 
protection. The 6-foot, 10-inch center height makes it tall enough for most, and it 

comes with six stakes and fi ve tie-downs to keep it secure in windy conditions.
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BRAKE BUDDY, CIRCLE 110 ON READER SERVICE CARD

29 HOPKINS BRAKE BUDDY.indd   10/14/22   8:27 PM   - 29 -    (Cyan)29 HOPKINS BRAKE BUDDY.indd   10/14/22   8:27 PM   - 29 -    (Cyan)29 HOPKINS BRAKE BUDDY.indd   10/14/22   8:27 PM   - 29 -    (Magenta)29 HOPKINS BRAKE BUDDY.indd   10/14/22   8:27 PM   - 29 -    (Magenta)29 HOPKINS BRAKE BUDDY.indd   10/14/22   8:27 PM   - 29 -    (Yellow)29 HOPKINS BRAKE BUDDY.indd   10/14/22   8:27 PM   - 29 -    (Yellow)29 HOPKINS BRAKE BUDDY.indd   10/14/22   8:27 PM   - 29 -    (BlacK)29 HOPKINS BRAKE BUDDY.indd   10/14/22   8:27 PM   - 29 -    (BlacK)

https://www.brakebuddy.com/


W
CL ASS A MOTORHOME

Gold: Tiffin Motorhomes
Silver: Newmar

Bronze: Winnebago

CL ASS B MOTORHOME

Gold: Winnebago
Silver: Airstream

Bronze: Coachmen RV

CL ASS C MOTORHOME

Gold: Jayco
Silver: Winnebago

Bronze: Tiffin Motorhomes

SMALL CAMPING TR AILER

Gold: Airstream
Silver (Tie): Jayco

Silver (Tie): Forest River Inc.
Bronze: Lance Camper

SMALL OFF -ROAD TR AILER

Gold: Black Series
Silver: Xtreme Outdoors

Bronze: Extreme Teardrops

TR AVEL TR AILER

Gold: Grand Design RV
Silver: Forest River Inc.

Bronze: Jayco

R V  T Y P E S

Bronze: Coachmen RV Silver (Tie): Forest River Inc.Forest River Inc.
Bronze: Lance Camper Lance Camper

Th e Envelope, Please
Thank you for voting! Every winner of RV Magazine’s 2022 Readers’ Choice Awards         deserves the red-carpet treatment … and you do, too!

Welcome to the second annual RV Magazine Readers’ 
Choice Awards. Once again, we asked our readers to vote for 
their favorites of the RV lifestyle, including vehicles, accesso-
ries, campgrounds, and everything in between. And once again, 
you didn’t disappoint. Whether you’re a full-timer, part-timer, 
or simply a weekend overnighter, we’re sure you’ll find these 
products and services to be the best of the best when it comes 
to RVing. With so many wonderful choices, it’s no wonder that 
the RV experience is such an important part of our lives, and will 
continue to be for years to come. Let us know if your favorite 
made the cut at info-rvmagazine@rv.com.

Newmar Dutch Star Jayco Greyhawk Prestige

Northwood Arctic Fox
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O N  T H E  R O A D

F I FTH-WHEEL

Gold: Grand Design RV
Silver: Forest River Inc. East to West

Bronze: Keystone RV

TOY HAULER

Gold: Grand Design RV
Silver: Forest River Inc.
Bronze: Keystone RV

TRUCK CAMPER

Gold: Lance Camper
Silver: Bigfoot RV

Bronze: Northwood Manufacturing

O N  T H E  R O A D

Bronze:

Th e Envelope, Please
Thank you for voting! Every winner of RV Magazine’s 2022 Readers’ Choice Awards         deserves the red-carpet treatment … and you do, too!

Winnebago Solis

Forest River—East to West Ahara

B Y  K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E R

TOW-VEHICLE 

SUSPENSION

Gold: Air Lift Company
Silver: Roadmaster Inc.

Bronze: Bilstein

TR AILER-BR AKE 

CONTROLLER

Gold: Tekonsha/Horizon 
Global

Silver: Curt Manufacturing
Bronze: Dexter Axle

DINGHY TOW BAR

Gold: Blue Ox
Silver: Roadmaster Inc.

Bronze: Demco 

DINGHY-BR AKING 

SYSTEM

Gold: Blue Ox
Silver: Roadmaster Inc.

Bronze: Demco

TRUCK FOR TOWING

Gold: Ford
Silver: Chevrolet/GMC

Bronze: RAM

TOW DOLLY

Gold: Roadmaster Inc.
Silver: Master Tow 

Bronze: Demco KarKaddy

AUXIL IARY FUEL TANK

Gold: TITAN Fuel Tanks
Silver: Transfer Flow

Bronze: Dee Zee

TPMS

Gold: Minder/TireMinder
Silver: Truck System 
Technologies (TST)

Bronze: Lippert Tire Linc

ENGINE PERFOR-

MANCE PRODUCT

Gold: Banks Power
Silver: K&N Engineering

Bronze: BD Diesel Performance

TR AVEL-TR AILER 

H ITCH

Gold: Equal-i-zer/Progress 
Manufacturing

Silver: B&W Hitches 
Bronze: Reese

F I FTH-WHEEL H ITCH

Gold: B&W Hitches
Silver: Reese

Bronze: Andersen
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I N  C A M P
RV CAS INO 

RESORT

Gold: Seven Feathers 
Casino Resort, Oregon

Silver: Pechanga 
Resort Casino, 

California
Bronze: WinStar World 

Casino and Resort, 
Oklahoma

CAMPGROUND

Gold: The Campsites 
at Disney’s Fort 

Wilderness Resort, 
Florida

Silver: Ocean Lakes 
Family Campground, 

South Carolina
Bronze: Anchor Down, 

Tennessee

SURGE PROTECTOR

Gold: Progressive
Silver: Camco/Power 

Defender
Bronze: Hughes 

Autoformers/Power 
Watchdog

RV COVER

Gold: ADCO
Silver: Camco

Bronze: Coverking 

SATELL ITE  PROVIDER

Gold: DISH Network
Silver: DirecTV

Bronze: Mobile Satellite 
Technologies

AFTERMARKET

ENTERTAINMENT 

SYSTEM

Gold: Kenwood
Silver: Sony

Bronze: Furrion

RV AWNING

Gold: Carefree of Colorado
Silver: Dometic
Bronze: Lippert

With more than 180 full-hook-
up sites in Oregon’s stunning 
natural setting, Seven Feathers 
RV Resort is right across the 
street from the casino.

Part of the beauty of RVing is spending time 
outside in the fresh air. An awning extends the 
living space by off ering protection from harsh 
elements. Add a couple of comfy chairs, a barbe-
cue, and your favorite snacks, and you’re all set.

SATELL ITE  HARDWARE

Gold: Winegard
Silver: DISH Tailgater

Bronze: KING
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*Prices exclusive of tax, title, license, finance and other fees required or allowed by applicable law; freight and prep, which vary by state, may also be added (except in AR, CA, CO, FL, 
GA, LA, MS, OH, OK, OR, TX, TN, WA, or UT). ^(STK #1947744) Savings based on MSRP and exclude applicable taxes and fees; Manufacturer Suggested Retail Price (MSRP) may 
not represent actual sales price and may not be the price at which vehicle is sold at in participating dealer markets; Available to qualified buyers based on lender credit qualifications; 
Valid only at participating CAMPING WORLD and RVs.com retail locations; See dealer for details; Void where prohibited. †Based on Statistical Surveys 2021. Inventory available at 
time of print. New unit photography for illustration purposes only and may not represent actual unit. Offer(s) expire 12/11/22. FR046641-1022

Call 866-RV-DEALER   Visit CampingWorld.com

40
SAVE $16,624

New 2023 Coleman

LANTERN LT 274BH
#2163233 | List Price $42,619

Now $25,995*

New 2023 Heartland

FUEL 362
#1947744 | List Price $137,683

Now $80,995*

New 2023 Heartland

PIONEER BH270
#2126225 | List Price $49,683

Now $29,995*

^

#1 RV DEALER
WE ARE AMERICA'S

†

SAVE $30,339
New 2023 Crossroads

VOLANTE 310BH
#2140676 | List Price $81,834

Now $51,495*

SAVE $56,688SAVE $19,688

SAVE $16,624
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COMMITTED TO 
QUALITY SINCE 1986. Take a one-on-one personalized video tour 

of any 2023 Pleasure-Way model today at 
www.pleasureway.com/golive
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C A M P  C O M F O R T /  C O N V E N I E N C E

RV REFR IGER ATOR

Gold: Dometic
Silver: Thetford/Norcold

Bronze: Furrion

HVAC COMFORT SYSTEM

Gold: Dometic
Silver: Airxcel

Bronze: Furrion

RV WATER HEATER

Gold: Dometic
Silver: Suburban
Bronze: Truma

RV GENER ATOR

Gold: Cummins Onan
Silver: Honda

Bronze: Champion 
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HOLDING-TANK TREATMENT

Gold: Happy Campers
Silver: Thetford
Bronze: Camco

RV TOILET

Gold: Dometic
Silver: Thetford

Bronze: Nature’s Head

BACKUP CAMER A

Gold: Furrion
Silver: Garmin

Bronze: Voyager

HVAC COMFORT SYSTEM

Gold: Dometic
Silver: Thetford

Bronze: Nature’s Head

BACKUP CAMER A

Gold: Furrion
Silver: Garmin

Bronze: Voyager

34  R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2

RVM2212 - Readers Choice Awards.indd   10/31/22   4:42 PM   - 34 -    (Cyan)RVM2212 - Readers Choice Awards.indd   10/31/22   4:42 PM   - 34 -    (Cyan)RVM2212 - Readers Choice Awards.indd   10/31/22   4:42 PM   - 34 -    (Magenta)RVM2212 - Readers Choice Awards.indd   10/31/22   4:42 PM   - 34 -    (Magenta)RVM2212 - Readers Choice Awards.indd   10/31/22   4:42 PM   - 34 -    (Yellow)RVM2212 - Readers Choice Awards.indd   10/31/22   4:42 PM   - 34 -    (Yellow)RVM2212 - Readers Choice Awards.indd   10/31/22   4:42 PM   - 34 -    (BlacK)RVM2212 - Readers Choice Awards.indd   10/31/22   4:42 PM   - 34 -    (BlacK)

https://pleasureway.com/shopping-tools/golive/


DOES YOUR CAMPER HAVE A MUSTY SMELL?
That's excess moisture and mold, mildew, bacteria 
and fungi destroying your prized possession - and 
creating an unhealthy living space.

Coleman® Dehumidifiers will save your 
camper from damaging moisture – fast! 
Coleman® Dehumidifiers will save your 
COLEMAN HAS YOUR SOLUTION.

SCAN FOR 
SPECIAL OFFER 

Get your Coleman RV dehumidifier today to 
help prevent mold, mildew and musty smells!

Coleman is a trademar� o� �he Coleman Com�any� �nc.� used under license.�ColemanDehumidifiers.com

DOES YOUR CAMPER HAVE A MUSTY SMELL?

NO MOLD OR MUSTY
SMELLS ONBOARD!

COLEMAN, CIRCLE 112 ON READER SERVICE CARD

35 LEGEND COLEMAN.indd   10/14/22   8:29 PM   - 35 -    (Cyan)35 LEGEND COLEMAN.indd   10/14/22   8:29 PM   - 35 -    (Cyan)35 LEGEND COLEMAN.indd   10/14/22   8:29 PM   - 35 -    (Magenta)35 LEGEND COLEMAN.indd   10/14/22   8:29 PM   - 35 -    (Magenta)35 LEGEND COLEMAN.indd   10/14/22   8:29 PM   - 35 -    (Yellow)35 LEGEND COLEMAN.indd   10/14/22   8:29 PM   - 35 -    (Yellow)35 LEGEND COLEMAN.indd   10/14/22   8:29 PM   - 35 -    (BlacK)35 LEGEND COLEMAN.indd   10/14/22   8:29 PM   - 35 -    (BlacK)

https://www.cleanerlivingproducts.com/Landing/Coleman/


PERFECT PARKS

  IN THE KNOW

This beloved Texas park is out 
there in every sense: wild desert, 

sky-island mountains, and 
rugged towns (nps.gov/bibe). 

Wildsam Field Guides’ new Big 
Bend book lands at the perfect 

time of year. 

National Park: 
Big Bend

DO DROP INN 
RV RESORT

B Y  D O N Y A  C A R L S O N 

one of the premium sites. Don’t have an 
RV? No problem! RV rentals are available—
ranging from 42–45 feet—that are fully 
stocked with kitchen and bedding items. 
The RVs can accommodate up to eight 
guests, as can the private cabins. 

Sip a cup of coffee or glass of wine on 
the deck of the Good to the Last Drop Inn 
Café that overlooks the grassed courtyard 
with a volleyball court and the pool and 
jacuzzi. Or burn off some calories inside 
the knotty-pine-lined fitness center. The 
Do Drop Inn has high-speed Wi-Fi, kayak 
and paddleboard rentals, fishing ponds, a 
clubhouse, a laundry room, a bathhouse, and 
19 horse stalls on the adjacent property. 

Once you do drop in, you’ll want 
to stay a long while at this Good Sam 
Campground & Coupon Guide 10/10*/10-
rated RV park. But if you do feel like 
venturing out, Lake Texoma, one of the 

largest lakes in the 
Texas-Oklahoma 
region, is just 2 miles 
from the resort. And 
within 10 miles are 
the Choctaw Casino,  
Crystal Creek Winery, 
and the Choctaw 
Cultural Center where 
visitors can follow a 
path that walks you 
straight into the past.
dodropinn.com

With a name like this, how can you 
resist dropping in? Owners Richard and 
Sheryl Hirst, who built this RV resort from 
the ground up in Calera, Oklahoma, have 
created a welcoming community and 
treat every guest as family. Surrounded 
by miles of farmland with a few country 
roads scattered in, Do Drop Inn has 120 
full-hookup pull-through and back-in sites, 
most accommodating up to 70-foot rigs. If 
you prefer a spacious, private yard, ask for 

DESERT HIKE 
The Grapevine Hills trail 

is a classic, just 2.2 miles 
round-trip. You’ll encounter 

wildly shaped hardened 
magma along a fault line, and 

hoodoos straight out of a 
Dr. Seuss book. Precariously 

perched Balanced Rock is
the finale.

RIVER STOP
The Rio Grande’s course gives 
Big Bend its name. Rio Grande 

Village Nature Trail, a short 
walk through wetlands and 

desert, reaches stellar views 
of the river and the Sierra del 

Carmen in Mexico beyond.

CULTURE 
The sparse settlements around 
the park bring together Texas 

country living and creative 
culture. In Alpine, the Lone 

Star Cowboy Poetry Gathering 
(February 17–18 for 2023) 

celebrates a vibrant tradition 
that goes back to the 1870s. 
lonestarcowboypoetry.com

CHECK OUT 
THE BOOK AT 

WILDSAM.COM.
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 Situated on 15 acres, Do Drop Inn features a fitness center and a pool 
and hot tub that are open year-round. The RV resort backs to a wooded 
area with plentiful hiking and horseback-riding trails. The resort’s owners 
are planning on adding equestrian-designated RV sites in 2023.
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Matthew Urland has sold a 
lot of RVs during his career, 
but nothing has made him 
as happy as the ones he has 

given away through the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

RV WISHES 
COME TRUE

s the lockdowns rolled 
out in 2020 and RV sales were 
booming, Matthew Urland 

had a casual encounter with someone 
from the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
that has changed hundreds of lives.

Make-A-Wish, a nonprofit organi-
zation that grants wishes to seriously 
ill children and their families, often 
receives requests for travel—like trips 
to Disney World or the Grand Canyon. 
During the pandemic, travel by plane 
and to hotels was severely restricted, 
especially for anyone in fragile health. 

Matthew, who is the general 
manager of Camping World of Denver, 
Colorado (located in Golden), had seen 
Make-A-Wish at work in the lives of a 
few employees over the years, so he 
knew how powerful the organization 

B Y  N A N C Y  M O E L L E R

was at bringing joy to families during 
a dark time. When he became aware 
of the pause in wishes due to the 
Covid lockdowns and restrictions, it 
sparked an idea.

Changing Lives
“I called up Make-A-Wish of Colorado 
and asked how much they spend 
per wish,” Matthew said. After doing 
some research, he offered them an 
alternative to air and hotel travel 
that could get these kids their travel 
wishes while preserving their health. 
Matthew proposed that he organize 
a travel trailer gift for the families, 
which would keep a child within his or 
her own bubble of family members 
while allowing the family to see some 
of the beautiful places in the US.

“I realized the Coleman 17B was 
a perfect trailer for this purpose. It’s 
an uncomplicated trailer that can be 
pulled by a minivan or a lightweight 
truck,” Matthew explained. “It’s 
the bunkhouse model, so it sleeps 
5–6.” In addition, it has an oversized 
bathroom that is a real advantage to 
a parent who may need to help a child 

into the shower or onto the toilet.
After discussing this with a Make-

A-Wish coordinator, Matthew was 
immediately matched with a family 
who wanted a travel trailer as their 
wish. He announced it to his staff, and 
his whole team volunteered their time 
to get the new camper ready.

“Our sales staff works with a 
Wish coordinator, reaching out to 
the family to make sure their tow 
vehicle is sufficient,” Matthew said. 
“If not, often there is a relative 
available with a truck who can help 
out.” Technicians sanitize and prep 
the trailer, and everyone pitches in to 
get it decorated. Said Matthew, “It’s a 
whole store effort.”

Special Moments
Before the first Wish ceremony he 
did, Matthew didn’t know what to 
expect. “I was really scared,” he 
admitted. “I kept asking myself, ‘How 
can we make this more special?’”

They set up the Coleman 17B 
with a large patio mat, extended the 
awnings, and added chairs. With an 
hour to spare, Matthew thought it 

SUPERHERO 
SPIDER-MAN  

POPPED IN 
TO SURPRISE 
A MAKE-A-
WISH CHILD

GIVING BACK

  IN THE KNOW
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still needed something. “I dashed over to 
the local grocery store and got snacks, 
balloons, and flowers,” he said with a 
laugh. “We had just finished tying the 
last balloon to the camper when the 
family drove up.”

It looked like a party atmosphere, 
and the reaction of that first family was 
beyond anything Matthew could have 
predicted. “These families have been 
through so much,” he said. “For many of 
them, this is their first chance to get out 
of the house in months.”

Since that first wish in 2020, 
Matthew has been a part of nearly 100 
wishes, and he now has the process 
down. “A local grocery store donates 
the food, the balloons, and flowers for 
the mom. We give the family a gift card 
to shop in our store, and we donate 
the mat, the chairs, and a generator,” 
Matthew said. “Many of the kids have additional medical 
equipment that is essential, so the generator gives them 
peace of mind.”

By getting the travel trailer at cost and arranging 
donations, Matthew has been able to keep the cost of 
each wish to about $16,000, which is under their usual 
cost per wish granted. This allows the Foundation’s 
donations to go further and help more families.

On the day of each Wish ceremony, Matthew’s sales 
staff takes the family on a tour of the new trailer, explaining 
the features and showing them how to work the systems. 
One of the parents shops with the gift card in the store 
while the other one does the ownership paperwork in the 
office. This is where Matthew often sees how this wish

WISH GRANTED
Matthew Urland 
hands 8-year-old Tess 
the keys to her brand-
new trailer. Matthew 
thought that the Covid 
vaccines and relaxing 
of travel restrictions 
would be a natural 
end to his work with 
Make-A-Wish, but 
“we’re not seeing a 
decrease in requests 
at all,” he said.

At this writing, 
Matthew Urland 

and his team have 
granted 98 wishes 

and seen many new 
happy campers. 

Make-A-Wish 
Medical Advisory 
Council James B. 

Fahner, MD, said, 
“There are medica-

tions that we can 
provide. There are 

treatments that 
we can administer. 
And yet, there are 

pieces missing that 
can only be filled 

by the impact of a 
wish experience.”

is impacting the family.
“One father was stern faced 

during the ceremony and tour, 
but when he came into my office, 
he just broke down,” Matthew 
recalled. “He said, ‘You have no 
idea what this means—in the 
last year and half we haven’t 
gone anywhere together.’”

The RV will provide the 
freedom to travel together while 
also protecting the health of 
a child battling a grave illness. 
“Not only are these kids fighting 
an illness that Covid would have 
made worse, many are getting 
treatments that compromise 
their immune systems,” 
Matthew explained. 

The program in Golden has 
been so successful for Make-A-
Wish that Matthew has helped 
take it nationwide.

Jennifer Getsch, chief 
operating officer of Make-A-
Wish Colorado, has been moved 
by the RV Wish ceremonies she 
has attended in Golden. “You can 
see that this changes not only 
the lives of the family receiving 
the camper, but also all the 
employees of the store,” Getsch 

said. “The mechanics, the sales 
staff, everyone is there cheering 
the new owners.”

Getsch said it has been so 
successful that Make-A-Wish 
has created an online portal for 
the state chapters to request 
travel trailers, which helps 
Wish coordinators ask the right 
questions as they set up the wish 
for the family. So Matthew’s 
work is now bringing some joy to 
families across the country.

As he spoke of the program, 
Matthew recalled a recent Wish 
ceremony he arranged. “The boy 
is a huge Spider-Man fan, and 
Marvel sent over a Spider-Man to 
be part of the event,” Matthew 
said. With obvious emotion in his 
voice, he added, “The look on that 
boy’s face is one I’ll never forget.”

The reason this program is 
so successful is the same reason 
so many families are drawn 
to purchase an RV. “It creates 
a moment for the family to 
hold onto,” Matthew said. “It’s 
moments like these that we all 
want to create for our families, 
regardless of what else is going 
on in our lives.” 

To learn more about the Make-A-Wish Foundation visit wish.org.

“The RV will provide the freedom to travel together while 
also protecting the health of a child battling a grave illness. 
The program in Golden has been so successful for 
Make-A-Wish that Matthew helped take it nationwide.”
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AIRSTREAM 
RANGELINE

CLASS B

BASE MSRP
  $147,570 

DIMENSIONS
Exterior length: 20’ 11”
Exterior Width: 8’ 2.25”

Exterior Height: 9’ 5”
(with pop-top option)

CAPACITIES
Freshwater: 28 gal
Black-water: 12 gal
Gray-water: 19 gal

Fuel: 24 gal

WEIGHTS
GCWR: 12,000 lbs
GVWR: 9,350 lbs

GAWR, F/R: 4,629 lbs/
5,291 lbs

CIRCLE 150 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Open Range
by K R I S T O P H E R  B U N K E R

Few RVs are as iconic as the 
Airstream travel trailer, with its 90-
plus-year history and trademark riveted 
aluminum exterior. But the legendary 
manufacturer makes a mighty fine 
motorhome, too, and the all-new 
Airstream Rangeline Class B continues
the tradition … minus the shiny skin.

The Rangeline is built on the RAM 
ProMaster 3500 chassis (a first for 
Airstream), making it highly maneuverable 
and extremely versatile. The standard 
floorplan seats four and sleeps two thanks 
to some smart design features. Up front, 
two fixed seats face the dinette table, just 
behind the driver’s seat. The table features 
a foldout extension, and the cockpit seats 
swivel, making mealtime for four an easy 

affair. In back, the two-piece foldable bed 
in the “garage” area allows for plenty of 
storage by day, and transforms into a 
comfortable sleeper for two at night. 

The amidships wet bath is roomy 
enough to get the job done, while the 
galley area just across the aisle includes 
a sink, stowable induction cooktop, 3.2-
cubic-foot fridge, and a microwave.

The floor covering is made of unique 
marine-woven synthetic material, and 
the cabinets all feature a matte-finish 
laminate. And though the famed silver-
bullet riveted exterior isn’t offered (the 
Rangeline is a van, after all), the Bright 
Silver Metallic or the Granite Crystal 
Metallic (pictured) colors look great.
airstream.com 

(1) The footprint of the all-electric galley makes great use of the space with cutouts and cabinet 
storage. (2) Two-piece foldable bed design allows owners extra storage for gear, or more open space 
for downtime. (3) The Flex Table System expands for mealtime or while working from the road.

Going Up!   The must-have option is the pop-top sleeping area. A 3-inch mattress, zippered 
window panels, and LED lighting make it a comfortable bedroom for two happy campers.
 Self-Reliance  The hydronic heating/hot-water system and 2.8 kW generator run on gas from 
the fuel tank. Off-grid power comes via the 270Ah lithium battery bank and 2,000-watt inverter.
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Service intervals, a lithium battery swap, 
and using the RV’s ceiling speakers.

  RIGS + GEAR

by K E N  F R E U N D

Q&ATE
C

H towing is considered severe 
duty, and service intervals are 
doubled in frequency. So, you 
should be � ne with changing 
the axle lube every 75,000 
miles, not every 7,500 miles 
or more.

Lithium Batteries
I’m contemplating 
changing out my RV’s 

lead batteries for lithium in 
my 2021 Winnebago View 
motorhome (the batteries 
have failed). Besides the bat-
teries, what else do I need (or 
should I replace)? Also, how 
should I select the brand?
Howard Blatt, via email 

Regarding the failure 
of the batteries, two 

years is too quick. With 
proper care, they should 
last about 5 years. Were 
they le�  in a discharged 
state, or le�  in storage for 
long periods without a 
maintenance charger being 
connected to them? Before 
changing over, you should 
be clear on battery care and 
charging. � ere are many 
online sources detailing the 
proper care and feeding of 
batteries, both conventional 
and lithium. � ose sources 

produced by the battery 
manufacturers are generally 
more reliable than those 
from average Joe users.

� e voltage regulator 
on the engine alternator 
is set too low for lithium 
batteries, so it will not fully 
charge them, but there are 
converters available to pro-
vide that full charge. A full 
charge can also come from 
a solar charge controller or 
the power converter from 
shorepower, or a gener-
ator powering the power 
converter. Before changing 
over, owners should check 
the power converter (in-
verter) to make sure it has 
a lithium battery charging 
setting. A lithium conver-
sion can be very expensive 
but the hardware is coming 
down in price as lithium 
technology develops and its 
use is more widespread in 
the RV world.

� e lithium battery type 
you should use in an RV 
is lithium iron phosphate, 
which is written as LiFePO4. 
Most owners opt for 100Ah- 
rated batteries. Here is a short 
list of popular 12-volt lithium 
batteries for RVs: Battle 
Born, Kunmo, Moseworth, 

We have a 2018.5 Freightliner Jayco Super C 37TS S2 RV. Is there a way that I can use 
the ceiling speakers for the TV? We don’t listen to the radio in the RV. 

—Art Horn, North Street, Michigan

TV Speakers

You should be able to do this. Speakers come with impedance ratings, which are usually 
stamped on the back on the magnet. The number is followed by the Greek letter “omega.” 

Ideally the speaker impedance should match the TV speaker impedance. You could connect the 
TV and radio to the same speakers by using a double pole double throw (DPDT) switch so that 
either unit can be played through the speakers. The two center terminals go to the plus side of 
the speakers. A local car-stereo shop should be able to do this for you if you are unsure about it.

It’s entirely possible that your RV is already wired for this kind of speaker use. Some RV 
manufacturers aren’t that great about labeling or explaining the switches used to run the TV or 
radio through the speakers so it may take some experimenting or better yet, a visit to your dealer 
to show you how it’s done.

Ford E-450 Rear Axle Service
We have a 2019 Forest River 24-foot Class C Forester 
on an E-450 Ford chassis. I � at tow a 2019 Ford 

Fiesta. � e Ford dealer told me that I should change the 
rear-end grease each time that I have the oil changed due 
to increased load of pulling the towed vehicle. I realize that 
towing increases demand on the rear end, but this increases 
servicing cost substantially. Could you recommend a realis-
tic servicing schedule in this case?
Richard Cha� ee, via email

I suspect the person you spoke with at the dealership 
was a service advisor. Typically, they make a substan-

tial part of their pay from commissions based on a percentage 
of the service work they sell. � is interval is crazy, and you 
should challenge the advisor to show you documentation 
of where this recommendation comes from. According to 
the o�  cial Ford 2019 Owner’s Manual (fordservicecontent
.com/Ford_Content/Catalog/owner_information/2019-Ford-
F-250-350-450-550-Owners-Manual_version-4_om_EN-
US_08_2019.pdf) on page 588, rear axle lubricant changes 
are recommended every 150,000 miles. Typically, constant 

—Art Horn, North Street, Michigan

TV Speakers

Ideally the speaker impedance should match the TV speaker impedance. You could connect the 
TV and radio to the same speakers by using a double pole double throw (DPDT) switch so that 
either unit can be played through the speakers. The two center terminals go to the plus side of 
the speakers. A local car-stereo shop should be able to do this for you if you are unsure about it.

manufacturers aren’t that great about labeling or explaining the switches used to run the TV or 
radio through the speakers so it may take some experimenting or better yet, a visit to your dealer 
to show you how it’s done.

Ford E-450 Rear Axle Service
We have a 2019 Forest River 24-foot Class C Forester 
on an E-450 Ford chassis. I � at tow a 2019 Ford 

Fiesta. � e Ford dealer told me that I should change the 
rear-end grease each time that I have the oil changed due 
Fiesta. � e Ford dealer told me that I should change the 
rear-end grease each time that I have the oil changed due 
to increased load of pulling the towed vehicle. I realize that 
towing increases demand on the rear end, but this increases 
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performance and user satisfaction com-
pared to better-quality brands. Switching 
up to a higher-end product might be a bit 
costly but it could also solve the problem.

Stabilizer Jacks
We have a 28-foot Jayco Jay Flight 
SLX travel trailer. We are relative 

newbies. � e screw-jack stabilizers are 
mounted perpendicular to the length of 
the trailer and there is a fair amount of 
movement, even when trying to walk 
around so� ly. I noticed another trailer 
of a di� erent make, but same size, had 
the jacks mounted at 45-degree angles. I 
wonder if this would make a di� erence if 
I had mine remounted like that? 
Don and Sheryl Jackson, Northeast Texas

You have a good eye for detail. 
Yes, mounting the jacks diago-

nally should help stabilize the trailer 
considerably, and at a modest expense. 
Let us know how you like the results.

Freshwater-Tank Sanitizing
We have a 25-foot Keystone 
Passport. We have had our travel 

trailer 1½   years and have never used 
the freshwater tank, except the � rst day 
when we were being orientated to the 
trailer. We have always had full hookups 
in our travels. We are heading out for 
our � rst trip without hookups and 
wondered if there is anything we need to 
do to make sure our trailer’s freshwater 
tank is clean and ready for use.
Sallie Cintron, Torrance, California

Fill the tank about halfway (to 
save water) and pour a cup of 

bleach into the tank to give it a good 
dose of chlorine. Drive around to slosh 
it and let it sit for a few hours. Dump it 
out and re� ll with fresh water. � ere are 
also fresh-tank cleaners and sanitizers 
o� ered by companies like � etford, and 
use of those products is also an option. 

RELiON, Renogy, TalentCell, and 
Xantrex. � ere are many others, of course.

Tankless Water Heater Problem
I have a 2021 � or Motor Coach 
34R Windsport motorhome. 

It came with a tankless water heater, 
which we are not at all happy with. � e 
temperature while showering cannot be 
controlled. Both my wife and I set the 
temperature on the lowest setting (95° 
F) and it � uctuates up to 124° or higher, 
which is much too hot for our skin. To 
date I haven’t received any solutions from 
� or, or the heater manufacturer. Hope-
fully you have suggestions of what can be 
done to make this a more useful heater.
James Forrest, Bella Vista, Arkansas

Unfortunately, this is sort of the 
nature of the beast. Many people 

complain about tankless heater tem-
perature swings. You may have the water 
� ow too low, and tripping the high-
temp switch will shut o�  the heat until 
cold water comes out, then turn on the 
heating unit again, heating the water to 
scalding hot until you trip the high limit 
again. Try keeping the water � ow high 
enough to not trip the low-water-� ow 
switch, or the over-temperature switch, 
and hopefully you will get warm water. 

Low-� ow showerheads or sink 
aerators reduce water � ow, so there may 
not be enough � ow to keep the heater 
demand “sensor” open and the heating 
element shuts o� , giving cold water. 
Typically, you need a � ow of about 1½   
gallons per minute. Try running full hot 
water and adjust the temperature with 
cold water. If you are using city water, 
make sure you have a pressure regulator.

It could also be the brand and model 
of tankless heater in your rig. � ere are 
a variety of models out there with quite 
a wide range in prices and features. If an 
RV manufacturer uses the cheapest prod-
uct available, you might expect reduced 
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towing capacity of only 5,000 pounds, 
while the A.C.E. 30.3 is listed as 8,000 
pounds. Why is there such a di� erence for 
the same chassis and virtually the same 
layout and components? 

I have a 2017 GMC Canyon diesel 
that we would like to use as a dinghy. It 
is listed at 4,440 pounds, but by the time 
I add the racks, kayaks, e-bikes, fuel, and 
other gear/toys I would have to think we 
will be at or more than 5,000 pounds. 

Should I be concerned about the towing 
capacity of the FR3, which would likely 
eliminate it from our search?
Kevin Caldwell, Stevensville, Maryland

Both motorhomes are on a Ford 
F-53 18,000-pound gross vehicle 

weight rating (GVWR) chassis and have a 
23,000-pound gross combination weight 
rating (GCWR). Ford sets these ratings, 
but the coach builder sets the tow rating, 
hence the di� erence between tow ratings. 
Subtracting the loaded motorhome 
weight from the GCWR should give 
you the maximum towing capacity. My 
understanding is that both coaches are 
up near their GVWR when fully loaded 
for a trip with passengers. So, it would 
seem that the 8,000-pound rating may be 
a bit “generous.” I suggest that you weigh 
your Canyon fully loaded for towing and 
decide from there (only the four-wheel-
drive Canyon can be � at towed).

Compartment Keys
I bought a 2012 Class C Winne-
bago Access motorhome on a Ford 

E-450 chassis. I only have one com-
partment key for it. Please help me � nd 
someone to make compartment keys for 
my motorhome. 
Jerry L. Manning, Las Cruces, New Mexico

If all the compartments are 
keyed alike and you have a key 

that works, just take it to a locksmith 
or store that duplicates keys. If you 
can’t open some compartments, you’ll 
probably need a locksmith (such as Las 
Cruces Locksmith, lascruceslocksmith
.com). If they are not keyed alike, I 
suggest purchasing a set of matched 
locks. � ey are readily available from 
locksmiths and online sellers. 

Long distances, harsh elements, and high fuel 
prices are just some of the challenges you and 
your truck face on the open road. Be ready with 
a range-maximizing in-bed auxiliary fuel tank 
system from Transfer Flow.

Transfer Flow auxiliary fuel tanks are made 
in the USA from American-made aluminized 
steel and use our TRAX 4™ operating system 
for worry-free fuel transfers. Fuel tanks are 
available in 37, 40, 50, 75, and 100-gallons.

Get more fuel, more freedom, and more peace 
of mind with a safe, legal, and reliable auxiliary 
fuel tank system installed on your diesel truck.

MORE FUEL.
MORE FREEDOM.

1-800-442-0056  I  TransferFlow.com

MORE FREEDOM.

New Mobile App
You’ll always know how 
much onboard fuel you 
have with our TRAX 4™ 
mobile app. Included with 
our auxiliary fuel tank 
systems.

®

Looking for answers on all things RV, 
including systems, engines, accessories, 
or construction? Submit it to our expert at 
techqa@rv.com and it may be selected for 
publication. You must include your name, 
city and state, phone number (will not be 
published), and type and model of your RV.

HAVE A QUESTION?

Towing Capacity Comparison
We are looking to purchase a Class 
A motorhome and have recently 

been impressed with the layout of both 
the Forest River FR3 30DS and the � or 
A.C.E. 30.3, which are very similar. We 
prefer the FR3 due to the king-size bed, 
the larger refrigerator (on the newer 
models), shower door, and other � xtures. 
However, even though they are both on 
the Ford F-53 chassis, the FR3 has a listed 
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A LONG 
WINTER’S 
NAP
Put your RV to bed 
for the season with 
these simple tips. are many RV-speci� c cleaners 

designed to be safe for exterior 
paint or � berglass surfaces, 
window seals and moldings, 
and so on. Start with a thorough 
washing, then apply wax to help 
protect the � nish. � is up-close-
and-personal time with your 
RV’s exterior is also an excellent 
time to keep an eye open for any 
defects or damage that need to be 

taken care of.
And don’t forget to clean the 

roof using a detergent designed 
for your RV’s roof material. 
Fiberglass, aluminum, EPDM 
rubber, or other roof surfaces all 
have their appropriate cleaners 
available. While you’re up there
is a good time to be inspecting 
the sealants around roof compo-
nents like roof vents. Sealants are 
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“A thorough cleaning gets you close to 
your RV so you can fi nd small problems 
before they turn into big ones.”

For many RVers, the arrival of winter means, 
sadly, putting the rig away until the return of 
warmer weather. But it’s not a park-it-and-for-
get-it procedure. � e best-known part of winter-
izing—the process of getting your rig ready for 
hibernation—involves removing the water from 
your RV’s water system so it won’t experience any 
damage from freezing plumbing. � at’s certainly 
very important, but there are several other aspects 
of winterizing you should pay attention to. Let’s hit 
the highlights …

Clean Up Your Act
Any winterization process should begin with 
a thorough cleaning of (at minimum) the RV’s 
exterior. � ere’s no magic to the cleaning, just the 
usual application of elbow grease 
and the appropriate products. � ere 

MAINTENANCE

Your RV may have several 
different exterior surfaces: metal, 
fi berglass, EPDM, fabric awnings, 
and more. Selecting compatible 

cleaning products makes the job 
go easier. (Easier, yes. Effortless, 

no … it’s still work, after all).

usual application of elbow grease 
and the appropriate products. � ere 

Your RV may have several 
different exterior surfaces: metal, 
fi berglass, EPDM, fabric awnings, 
and more. Selecting compatible 

cleaning products makes the job 
go easier. (Easier, yes. Effortless, 

no … it’s still work, after all).
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addressed a bit later in this article.
A thorough interior cleaning will 

pay big dividends when you reopen the 
RV in the spring. Vacuum all the fabric 
surfaces and maybe even use an uphol-
stery cleaner on them. Wipe down all 
hard surfaces including the ceiling and 
walls with a disinfecting cleaner and 
especially clean the refrigerator’s inte-
rior. Once the fridge is clean, keep the 
doors propped open to prevent mold 
from growing inside. There are simple 
gadgets available for this. Any surface 
that can harbor bacteria can become a 
monster by the spring so clean in the 
fall and you’ll be glad you did.

Water System
This is arguably the most important 
step in winterization. The exact steps 
to winterize your rig will be found in 
the owner’s manual. It will tell you 
what drains where, which valves to flip, 
where those valves are located, and the 
order in which to do things. In broad 
terms, there are three ways to approach 
winterization:

The Pink Stuff
The first, and the most well-known, 
way to winterize the water system 
involves removing the water from your 
RV’s plumbing, and replacing it with a 
nontoxic RV antifreeze, which is usually 

1) Compressed air winterization can be 
done with this Viair RV air compressor.  
2) Simply attach the Viair RV Winterization 
Kit to the compressor, and to your RV’s  
water inlet port, and follow the instructions 
in the owner’s manual. Both products are 
available at campingworld.com.

1 2

pink. You can complete this process 
yourself with nothing more than a 
few gallons of antifreeze and the RV’s 
onboard water pump. Drain all the 
water from the rig, remove any water 
filters, switch some valves (to avoid 
filling the water heater with expensive 
antifreeze), bypass the freshwater 
tank, and use the short winterizing 
hose to siphon antifreeze out of a jug 
and pump it through all the fixtures 
of the RV’s plumbing system. This 
“winterizing hose” and appropriate 
valving are usually included on new 
RVs and are relatively easy to add to 
an existing model.

Compressed Air
Another way to winterize the water 
system uses compressed air to blow all 
the water out of the RV’s plumbing. By 
forcing all the water out, there’s noth-
ing to freeze, and the RV shouldn’t 
experience any damage. This approach 
requires a capable air compressor 
with a filter, a pressure regulator, an 
adapter to connect the compressed 
air to the plumbing system, and 
attention to detail. It starts the same 
way by draining the water system and 
removing any water filters. You then 
run the compressed air through each 
of the RV’s fixtures, which forces the 
water out.

When putting your RV away 
for the winter, it’s easy to 

overlook the seals and seal-
ants because they’re mostly 
on your RV’s roof. But don’t 
neglect this important step 

when winterizing. A minor leak 
or gap in the RV’s roof sealant 
is one thing … but a leak that’s 
had snow melting and freez-

ing on top of it for months can 
easily become a catastrophe. 
So, a sealant checkup before 

storage is just smart.

Start by thoroughly washing 
and drying the RV as previ-

ously discussed. Then closely 
inspect all the sealants on the 
RV, checking for cracks, gaps, 
or separation. In many cases, 

you can apply new sealant 
directly over the old, making 
sure you’re applying a com-
patible sealant, of course.

SEALS AND 
SEALANTS
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Florida
� e third alternative is to simply 
drive your rig to someplace where it 
can’t freeze. Beyond the drive, there’s 
no special care required. Mostly, 
this method just makes me jealous, 
because I haven’t been able to try it. 
Many call this method snowbirding.

Florida aside, whichever method you 
choose, you’ll need to pay attention to a 
few things. First: It’s important to winter-
ize ALL the RV’s water � xtures. Sinks and 
showers are obvious, but you’ll also need 
to pay attention to toilets, refrigerator ice 
makers, and outdoor hose and shower 
connections, to name a few. Also, you’ll 
need to pay attention to the black- and 
gray-water systems by completely drain-
ing them of water and adding a bit of RV 
antifreeze (to protect any drain traps) as 
insurance. A bit of antifreeze in the hold-
ing tanks also helps protect the gate valves 
and keeps the seals from drying out.

Quick Tip
RV covers help extend 
the life of your RV, so
it makes sense to try
to extend the life of 
your RV cover as well. 
Before installing an RV 
cover, make sure to 
fi rst mitigate any sharp 
edges on your RV itself: 
Rain gutters, antennae, 
and other sharp pro-
trusions can tear holes 
in the RV cover if 
you’re not 
careful. 

� e advantages of the pink anti-
freeze method are that it’s pretty 
foolproof—since the pink liquid is easy 
to spot—and that it’s easy to winterize 
all the parts of the RV’s water system 
just by using the onboard water pump 
(which is also winterized in the process). 
� e downside to the antifreeze method 
is that you have to buy more antifreeze, 
and there’s a good amount of rinsing re-
quired to get the freshwater system back 
in shape for use. (� e pink antifreeze is 
nontoxic, but it will taste funny if you 

FOAM POOL 
NOODLES ARE 
GREAT FOR 
COVERING 

SHARP CORNERS 
AND POTENTIAL 

SNAGS.

don’t rinse it out completely.)
� e compressed-air method doesn’t 

put antifreeze in the RV’s water lines; 
so you don’t have to rinse it out to use 
the rig again. For campers who take 
their rigs out in the winter, like we do, 
this is certainly easier than standing in 
the snow and rinsing out the plumbing 
system multiple times before each trip. 
� e disadvantages of this method are 
that it requires special equipment, and 
it could be easy to miss something, 
like getting all the water out of the 
RV’s water pump. A mistake could cost 
you plenty. � is is the only way I’ve 
ever winterized our RV, and despite a 
decade of wintering in northern Utah 
with temperatures well below freezing, 
I’ve never had a mishap.

Snowbird: An RVer who 
has discovered what is, by 
far, the easiest approach
to RV winterization.

RV Covers
In an ideal world we’d all have giant 
heated garages with 15-foot-high 
doors and we could just park our 
rigs inside them. Back here on 
Earth not everyone has that luxury, 
but we all still need a way to protect 
our RVs from the elements while 
they’re in storage. Moisture, bird 
droppings, UV damage (even in the 
winter), leaves, and tree debris … 
they can all stain or damage your 
RV’s exterior while it’s in storage. 
An RV cover is your best defense.

� ere are a lot to choose from 
(check out campingworld.com), so 
please do get a cover speci� cally 
made for RVs, and don’t just throw 
a plastic tarp over your rig. Plastic 
tarps can trap moisture inside and 
ultimately create as many problems 
as they solve. Dedicated RV covers 
will be breathable. Another bonus: 
A dedicated RV cover will have a 
door � ap so you can access your 
RV while it’s in storage without un-
wrapping the whole thing. Finally, 
you’ll want the cover to � t tightly, 
so make sure to get one properly 
sized for your rig. 
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Tires
Since the whole RV is riding on its tires, 
it makes sense to pay a little attention 
to them when putting your RV away for 
the winter. � e absolute least you should 
do is to properly in� ate the tires before 
putting your rig in storage. But remem-
ber that when the tires get dead-of-win-
ter cold they will naturally lose pressure.  
Continental, for example, recommends 
increasing the normal in� ation pressure 
before storage but NEVER going above 
the maximum recommended cold-in� a-
tion pressure on the sidewall of the tires.

Do pay attention to where you park 
your RV, and try to avoid parking it on 
so�  earth or where there’s standing wa-
ter. � is will degrade the tires over time. 
If you can’t avoid parking on so�  earth, 
put down some water-impervious pads 
or a vapor barrier. Inexpensive plastic 
kitchen cutting boards are a popular 
option for this purpose.

Taking things to the next level would 
have you protect against tire � at-spot-
ting by placing the RV on jack stands 
for storage. While some recommend 
against this, due to the alleged stress it 
can place on other parts of the chassis, 
tire manufacturers encourage and, in 
fact, recommend it. Michelin advises “If 
tires are on a vehicle parked for a long 
period, the weight of the vehicle needs 
to be taken o�  the tires by jacking it up 
or removing the tires.”

Finally, there are tire covers. Many 
RVers use these during the summer 
months, but they can provide import-
ant protection against UV rays during 
winter storage as well. Here, as with RV 
covers, you’ll want to get something 
made speci� cally for tires. You can also 
apply a non-petroleum-based liquid 
protectant as further UV and rubber 
degradation insurance.

Batteries
RV batteries are expensive, and can 
degrade if you don’t care for them 
properly. Storing them appropriately in 
the winter is a crucial part of the battery 
care regimen. Lead-acid batteries should 
be fully charged and disconnected. 
Remove them from the RV and store 
them in a cool, but not freezing, and dry 
place. While they’re in storage, check the 

charge every 60 days or so and charge 
them if they get below 70% or roughly 
12.4 volts charge. Use of a trickle-type 
battery tender is also a good step.

Lithium batteries are also a popular 
choice, and they require di� erent storage 
handling. � e storage procedures for 
lithium batteries vary by manufacturer 
and will be found in their manuals. Lithi-
onics Battery (lithionicsbattery.com), as 
an example, suggests leaving the batter-
ies on, and maintained with solar or an 
appropriate battery charger. For batteries 
that have internal heaters, that’s all that’s 
required. If that isn’t practical, then they 
recommend discharging to about 50%, 
turning them o� , and then following a 
charge-and-storage temperature schedule 
based on how long they’re stored.

Stop Your Engines!
If your RV is a motorhome, and you 
plan to store it for the winter, it’s a good 
idea to add a fuel stabilizer before put-
ting it into storage. Gasoline, in particu-
lar, can start to go bad in as little as three 
months. Diesel will last longer but could 
still be subject to gelling or algae growth 
over time. Fuel stabilizers are additives 
that will combat fuel breakdown, and 
they’re simple to use. Just select a stabi-
lizer that’s compatible with your vehicle 
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1) Tires will lose pressure as the weather 
turns colder, so make sure to infl ate them 
fully before putting your rig away. 2) Tire 
covers, as seen on this Class A, can provide 
important protection during the winter 
months as well as during the summer.
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MagneShade.com
336-753-0905

We'll see you at theTampa Super Show Jan. 2023!

A NEW PRODUCT BY 

Magne Screen™ 
is the exclusive 

magnetic awning 
drop shade for 
automatic box 

awnings. 
Call to Order!

PATENT PENDING

PATENTED

and fuel type, add it to the tank, top off 
with fuel, and then run the engine a bit 
to get the treated fuel throughout.

Both motorhome and towable own-
ers will want to pay attention to this if 
they have a generator. A gasoline- or die-
sel-powered generator can have its fuel 
go bad just as any other engine would.

Finally, any engine would benefit 
from an oil and filter change before 
storage. The oil and filter collect soot and 
impurities over time, and there’s just no 
point in storing those so they can spend 
the winter corroding the engine.

Critters
We RV with a cat, so we’ve always been 
100% critter-free when RVing. I don’t 
think our cat is a particularly skillful 
hunter, mind you. I just think the crit-
ters can smell him and think the better 
of trying to get inside. But putting our 
RV into storage requires us to pay a bit 
more attention to keep it free of un-
wanted guests. Rodents, especially, can 
cause a lot of damage by gnawing wires, 
chewing through things, making nests, 
and leaving droppings everywhere. You 
don’t want this.

The bare minimum you need to do 
for critter prevention is to thoroughly 
clean the inside of your RV and remove 
all traces of food from inside. The idea 
is to not provide any motivation for 
critters to come inside. It’s also a good 
idea to remove any towels, linens, or 
bedding, anything that could be used to 
make a nest for rodents to keep warm.

Another good idea is to check un-
derneath the RV for any place animals 
might squeeze through to gain entry. 
If you find gaps, seal them with brass 
wool (it doesn’t rust like steel wool) or 
with an expanding foam sealant.

I don’t particularly enjoy poisons 
or traps inside the RV, but placing them 
outside, near parts in contact with the 
ground, can be a good strategy where ro-
dents are known to be a problem—so long 
as other animals can’t gain access to them.

This is by no means a comprehensive list 
of the steps needed for winterization, but 
should get you off to a great start to pro-
tect your RV from the elements during 
the cold winter months. 
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Practical ideas for transforming 
an outdated and drab RV interior 

into one of beauty and comfort. 

Our DIY RV has already provided us with 
many beautiful memories, and I love that we 
didn’t spend a ton of money to create this 
functional and beautiful home on wheels 
for our adventures. A� er renovating a 1992 
Vanguard � � h-wheel and a 2007 Jayco Jay 
Flight � � h-wheel, I have learned how to 
create a comfy glamping atmosphere on a 
tight budget. 

We started renovating our � rst RV, the 
Vanguard, in May 2017 and � nished it in 
2018. It was a ton of work and served us well 
for a few years. Unfortunately, it su� ered se-
vere water damage in 2020, and since it wasn’t 
cost-e� ective to � x it we started over with 
Camper 2.0. To keep the cost down, we used 
supplies we had on hand or that we found 
inexpensively on a local classi� eds site and 
Facebook Marketplace, plus some that were 
given to us for free. And we very fortunately 
didn’t need to replace the appliances.

Based on our experiences, I have some 
tips for those looking to get their dream RV 
up to speed.

Step 1: Find an old rv for sale 
and assess it
� ere are many used RVs—from 
motorhomes to trailers to campers 
—for sale on buy-and-sell sites like 
Facebook, classi� eds, and Craigs-
list. I o� en see them alongside the 
road, too. Camping World also 
o� ers a wide assortment of used 
RVs. When looking for a used RV, 
check for water damage (common) 
and mechanical, electrical, and 
structural issues. Most interior 
de� ciencies can be repaired easily 
(think upholstery and � nishes). 
Decide what you are able to handle 
in terms of cost and your own labor 
before making a decision.

  RIGS + GEAR

by C H R I S T I N A  D E N N I S 
@ T H E D I Y M O M M Y

“I have learned how to create a 
comfy glamping atmosphere on
a tight budget.”

Step 2: Make any necessary 
repairs
Before working on fun things 
like painting and reupholstering, 
make any repairs to the struc-
ture or mechanics of your RV (if 
necessary). We had to rip o�  the 
entire back wall of our � rst � � h-
wheel and replace it because of 
water damage. 

Step 3: Rip it all out
Remove everything you want to 
replace, like old window treat-
ments, carpet, linoleum, blinds, 
fabric panels, wallpaper borders, 
etc. Don’t attack your couch or 
dinette just yet—you can � x those 
later. I removed all the old so�  
furnishings and the carpet from 
our trailer because I wanted fresh, 
easy-to-clean � nishes.

RV MAKEOVER
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Budget-Friendly 
RV Remodel 

Our DIY RV
many beautiful memories, and I love that we 
didn’t spend a ton of money to create this 
functional and beautiful home on wheels 
for our adventures. A� er renovating a 1992 
Vanguard � � h-wheel and a 2007 Jayco Jay 
Flight � � h-wheel, I have learned how to 
create a comfy glamping atmosphere on a 
tight budget. 
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Step 4: Prime and paint the walls and 
cabinets
Painting is the most important and time-con-
suming (but so rewarding!) step of your RV 

renovation. Remove all of the doors from the 
kitchen cabinets in your RV, then prime all the walls, 

the ceiling, the cabinets, and the cabinet doors. First, I 
sanded everything with liquid sandpaper, then used Kilz 
oil-based primer, and � nished with latex paint. I painted 
the fridge the same way. You can seal the cabinets with 
Varathane or other sealant to prolong the life of the paint. 

You can also spray paint the hinges and/or pulls 
on the cabinets for an inexpensive update. In our � rst 
camper’s bathroom, we used paint specially formulated 
for covering old bathroom � xtures to resurface the tub, 
shower, toilet, and sink. � is held up very well and gave 
a tired bathroom new life.  

Step 5: Add decorative surface treatments
Next, give your RV some personality by adding 
wallpaper, peel-and-stick tile, or contact paper. � ese 
work great on accent walls and the kitchen wall. 
Consider covering an old kitchen countertop with 
inexpensive marble contact paper like we did; I love 
how our Jayco’s counter has held up! I found that 
running a dehumidi� er was essential when applying 
wallpaper to make sure everything dried nicely. It’s 

Lighten Up!
A little paint can go 
a long way in mod-
ernizing your RV. Dark 
cabinets can easily be 
painted a light color 
to add brightness and 
make a small interior 
living space feel more 
spacious. Color can 
affect your mood and 
stress levels and can 
vary from person to 
person so pick what 
best suits you. Blue, for 
instance, is known as 
a soothing color—look 
to the sky or stare out 
at a body of water and 
you’ll most likely feel 
calmer. Adding blue 
accents or paint can 
create a relaxing tone 
to your RV.

Using textured 
elements like this 
pillow and throw 

really adds interest 
to the overall look 

of the space.
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For continuing to vote us #1!
Favorite RV Casino
THANK YOU! 

I-5, Exit 99 • Canyonville,  OR • Casino Info 800.548.8461 • RV Res 888.677.7771
sevenfeathers.com •  sevenfeathersrvresort .com

  RIGS + GEAR | rv makeover

also important to prime any walls to which you want to add 
paper or vinyl tile. 

 
Step 6: Install new hardware, lighting, and window 
treatments
If you don’t want to paint the old cupboard pulls and handles, 
installing new ones can make a huge difference for a small cost. 
Buying modern hardware that fits the old holes in the cup-
boards makes for an easy swap. You can also use a regular light 
fixture if you want to make a statement. However, make sure 
you use light bulbs that are made specifically for RVs—they’re 
the 12-volt kind. We bought a pendant light, shortened it, and 
placed it over our dinette. For window treatments, consider 
installing simple blackout shades to help everyone sleep better. 

 
Step 7: Re-cover or slipcover soft furnishings
The original foam on the cushions in our Jayco was still in 
great shape, so I removed all the old chenille fabric and covered 
the foam with a layer of batting and then re-covered the whole 
thing with new fabric. This was easy to do, and made such a 
difference to the look of the dinette area.

 
Step 8: Install new flooring
Consider installing vinyl plank flooring as part of your RV renova-
tion. It’s inexpensive, light, and durable, and easy to install. (You 
still need to keep the RV’s weight ratings in mind when adding 

flooring or any new, larger 
items). You can lay it over 
any old vinyl (including in 
an RV with a pullout sofa) 
and cut it with a ruler and 
craft knife. We love how ours 
looks, feels, and wears.

 
Step 9: Add the final 
touches!
Add some accessories to 
make your RV both func-
tional and beautiful:

Add hooks and bars to the walls for storage (I used wood 
screws to attach them). 

Add hooks to the bottoms of cupboards for storage or 
decorative items. 

Attach art to the wall with wood screws or Command 
Picture Hanging Strips. 

Make DIY pillow covers in your favorite colors to make 
your RV feel bright and cozy.

 
Give yourself more time than you think you will need to 
complete the renovation of your RV. It will be a lot of work, but 
you’ll be so proud of it when you’re done! We love RVing in our 
renovated fifth-wheel, and I know you will love yours, too! 
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The best protection for your journey.™ equalizerhitch.com  •  800-478-5578

We are honored that for ELEVEN YEARS IN A ROW you've voted us 
the #1 Hitch in America. Thank you for your unwavering support! 

PROGRESS MFG., CIRCLE 118 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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Season’s greetings, RV friends! As you may know 
I’m a fitness expert and co-founder of The Fit RV, along 
with my husband James. Our primary goal is to encourage 

a “fitRVing” lifestyle—which is basically a focus on keeping your-
self (and your RV) healthy and on the road.  

With the holidays here, it’s the perfect time to go over some 
of my favorite “fitRVing” things. All the items shared here pro-
mote healthy RVing, and are things James and I personally travel 
with—and use—regularly. They make great gifts for yourself, or 
for the RVers on your gift list. 

HEALTH + FITNESS

Resistance Bands Kit:
Resistance bands are a way 
you can take an entire gym 
with you on the road, all 
packed down inside one trav-
el-friendly bag. You can work 
all your major muscle groups 
with resistance bands, and 
the best part—you can exer-
cise with them anywhere.

Yoga Mat: Yoga mats 
aren’t just for yoga. They can 
also be used for bodyweight 
exercises—like pushups 
and planks—anywhere you 
travel. I even use mine when 
I’m not exercising. It makes a 
great beach mat or a hangout 
pad right at the campsite.

Jump Rope: Jumping rope 
has risen in popularity and 
I’m thrilled to see it. There’s 
a lot to love about jumping 
rope—the fun factor, the 
convenience, the health 
benefits. You can challenge 
yourself to learn tricks and 
routines, too. For me, I just 
love how it makes my work-
outs more fun. 

TRX: I can’t say enough 
about how much I love sus-
pension training. With just 
two simple straps mounted 
somewhere high, you can 
use your own bodyweight 
to do hundreds of different 
moves. The best part is how 
it feels more like playing 
than exercise.  

Meditation Cushion:
Traveling with a compact 

First-Aid Kit: While we do keep fi rst-aid supplies in our RV, this 
portable kit by Adventure Medical Kits (adventuremedicalkits
.com) is what we take in our backpack when we’re headed out for 
a day of hiking, paddling, or winter exploring. This kit is so well 
organized and thoroughly packed, it even comes with a handy 
guidebook on what to do in certain emergency situations.

Hiking Backpack: Having a small backpack in the RV is incredi-
bly useful. Besides using it for hiking with the hydration bladder 
inserted and to carry the fi rst-aid kit, it’s handy in other ways—
biking to the store to get supplies, exploring touristy downtowns, etc. 

Great gear to bring along with you 
on your road to fit RVing.

B Y  S T E F A N Y  A D I N A R O  @ T H E F I T R V
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meditation cushion gets me outside, 
spending time immersing myself in 
nature, and doing nothing else but being 
present with a focused mind. As an 
added bonus, it doubles as an ottoman 
when I’m buckled up in the passenger 
seat while we’re rolling along. 

Hydration Belt: Water is the fuel of 
life, and if you’re an active RVer, you want 
to make sure you have some close at 
hand at all times. I wear a hydration belt 
whenever I’m jogging or power-walk-
ing—or anytime I don’t want to bring an 
entire backpack with me (even a small 
one). There’s also a pocket with enough 
room for a cell phone, protein bar, and 
credit cards.

meditation cushion gets me outside, 
spending time immersing myself in 
nature, and doing nothing else but being 
present with a focused mind. As an 
added bonus, it doubles as an ottoman 
when I’m buckled up in the passenger 

Yaktrax: Yaktrax (yaktrax.implus.com) 
are straps that slip over your shoes so 
you can easily walk over ice without 
slipping. The coils bite into the ice and 
it’s amazing how solid you are on the 
slipperiest of surfaces. I remember hiking 
in Bryce Canyon last winter, and the trail 
had become a solid sheet of ice. We came 
across a couple struggling to proceed, 
and we breezed right by them walking 
at a normal pace. 
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Satellite Phone: Satellite phones 
are great for when you’re exploring 
remote locations where there’s no cell 
service. They do, however, require a 
paid subscription, but if you tend to go 
off-the-grid, it might be worth it. The 
Garmin in-Reach Mini 2 (garmin.com) 
has GPS location tracking and emer-
gency SOS capabilities, so no matter 
where you are, you can always get help 
if you need it. 

GARMIN DEVICE OFFERS PEACE OF MIND EVEN WHILE RVING IN REMOTE LOCATIONS.
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The change of seasons
always gives us a reason to try new 
activities and new destinations. And 
when your dogs are your traveling 
companions, you have an excuse for 
extra breaks and extra treats. That’s
a win for everyone.

Our dog Peanut Butter Brickle 
looks forward to the winter season 
each year. Many breeds of dogs like 
German shepherds, huskies, and 
malamutes are partial to cooler 
weather. But no matter what breed, 
or mixes of breeds your dog is, put on 
your coat and head to our top Winter 
Wanderlust RV Destinations for Dogs.

 Leash-Free Winter Hiking 
at Dog Mountain
St. Johnsbury, Vermont
Dog Mountain is set on 150 acres 
on a private mountaintop spot in St. 
Johnsbury, Vermont, and leashes are 

Fetching
Winter

Adventures
Liven up the chilly days with 

your canine companion by 
enjoying these outings together 

for a howling good time.
BY RACHAEL JOHNSON 

@2TRAVELINGDOGS

PETS
optional. The land features a pond for 
swimming, a chapel to remember lost 
animals, tons of open grass fields to 
run around on, hiking trails, and dog 
parties throughout the year. Be aware 
that off leash is not only permitted 
but encouraged. Take that into consid-
eration when evaluating whether your 
dog is comfortable in such a setting 
and if she is good with other dogs. 

Set up camp at Moose River 
Campground (mooserivercampground
.com). Located in the St. Johnsbury 
maple country, their dog-friendly, 
spacious campsites are nestled along 
a curve of the Moose River, a rocky, 
scenic river originating high in the hills 
of East Haven, Vermont.

Snowshoeing
Bend, Oregon
In 2012 Bend was named the dog- 
friendliest town in America. Visit the 
many restaurants, breweries, trails, 
and off-leash areas. Snowshoeing 
is the perfect winter activity for the 
whole family, and that includes the fur 
kids. Don’t have your own equipment? 
Many Bend outdoor retailers rent 
snowshoe equipment and supply trail 
maps. The Wanoga Snow Play Area 
Sno-Park offers several miles of ski, 
snowshoe, and dog-friendly trails, and 
is located 15 miles from downtown 
Bend. Edison Butte Sno-Park is an 
off-leash park with a low elevation. 
There are no dog-waste bag dis-
pensers or trash cans in this park, so 
be prepared to pack in and pack out. 
There’s lots of room for parking RVs 
in the large, paved parking area.

Stay overnight at a top-rated 
dog-friendly Good Sam Camp-
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TIPS FOR TAKING 
DOGS ON WINTER 

SPORTS TRAILS

Verify that the trails you plan 
to use with your dog are 

designated as pet friendly. If in 
doubt, call and ask.

Be sure to carry a map to verify 
that you are on the correct trail. 

It can be easy to get lost.

Give others respect on the trail, 
realizing that not all people are 

comfortable in the company 
of dogs. Make sure your pet is 

always under control.

Pack in and pack out. That 
includes dog waste.

Take extra precautions and do 
not ignore your dog’s cold toler-
ance, age, abilities, and health.

ground: Bend/Sisters Garden RV Park 
(bendsistersgardenrv.com) encourages 
you and your dog to get outside and 
enjoy nature with its manicured lake, 
gardens, nature trails, and picnic areas.

Ski With Your Dog on 
Labrador Lane
Snowmass, Colorado
Snowmass is a dog-friendly town 
where dogs are welcome to play 
and socialize. In winter months, the 
privilege of skiing with your dog is 
opened up with the Labrador Loop on 
the Snowmass Club Golf Course. Dog-

Wanderlust RV Destinations for Dogs.

 Leash-Free Winter Hiking 
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friendly Labrador Lane Trail is an inter-
mediate/moderate winter trail where 
you can classic cross-country ski and 
skate ski as well.

The hiking trails in Snowmass are 
dog-friendly with the exception of the 
Sky Mountain Park trails. Leashes are 
required on the trails at all times.

Bogan Flats Campground (recreation 
.gov) in the White River National Forest 
has 35 sites for RVs up to 40 feet in 
length. Just an hour from Snowmass, it 
is one of the most popular campgrounds 
in the area and is located adjacent to the 
Crystal River. Be prepared to “ruff” it with 
your dog because there are no hookups.

Stroll and Shop 
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Brickle is 13 years old and he has found a 
new appreciation for strolling, shopping, 
and snacking. Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
is perfect for senior dogs in the winter 
months, and really, all year round. You’ll 
often see Santa Fe residents shopping 
and dining with their dogs in tow.  

Spend time with your dog sampling 
New Mexican cuisine, visiting dog-
friendly wineries, and taking in the 
local culture, architecture, and creative 
arts scene. Visit dog-friendly galleries 
like Canyon Road Contemporary Art, 
McLarry Fine Art, Luca Decor, and 
Wiford Gallery. Santa Fe Plaza is the 
perfect place to take in the beautiful 
weather and culture of Santa Fe.  

The city of Santa Fe is located at the 
base of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains 
at an altitude of 7,000 feet. Encom-
passing 17 acres, Santa Fe Skies RV 
Park (santafeskiesrvpark.com) sits on a 
ridge just outside of town so you get a 
panoramic view of the entire Santa Fe 
area. Not only can you see the historic 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains, where the 
sunset makes the mountains shine with 
a red glow in the evening, you can also 
see the Jemez Mountains to the west. 

No matter what winter destination you 
choose, make sure that you truly know 
your dog’s likes and dislikes. Take notice 
of favorite activities and foods. These 
experiences and time with the ones we 
love is important in every season. 
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Start earning
money today.

Set up your account at

RVRentals.com

R V  M A R K E T P L A C E

(800) 773-3833 • (626) 827-4785

The Original 
Trailer Mover!

Manufactured 
since 1967.

Made
in the 
U.S.A.

Park it with Power Caster!

Maneuver your trailer easily 
in limited space, around corners,
forward or reverse with
the flip of a switch!

www.powercaster.com
4608 N. Saguaro Dr., Apache Junction AZ 85120

Order now: Save 20%
Code: RV1222
Exp 12/31/22

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
RS # ADVERTISER PAGE #

101  Air Lift Company  ................................ 41

102  B&W Trailer Hitches  .......................... 19

107  Banks Power  ........................................ 5

103  Blue Ox  .............................................. 59

110  Brake Buddy  ...................................... 29

104  Brazel’s RV Performance  .................... 49

 Camping World  .................................. 33

112  Coleman  ............................................. 35

106  Demco Products  ................................ 43

 DISH Network  .................................... 23

108  Hensley Manufacturing Inc.  ................. 6

109  Highland Ridge RV, Inc.  ........................ 2

113  Lippert Components  ........................... 11

114  Magne Shade  ..................................... 49

115  Newmar Corporation  .......................... 60

116  Northwood Mfg. ................................. 55

111  Omnia Stove  ........................................ 6

117  Pleasure-Way Industries Ltd.  ............. 34

118  Progress Mfg.  .................................... 53

119  Progressive Insurance Company  ........ 15

105  RViBrake by Danko Manufacturing ..... 37

120  Roadmaster, Inc.  .................................. 9

121  Seven Feathers Hotel Casino Resort  .. 52

122  Transfer Flow Inc.  .............................. 44

123  Winnebago Industries  ........................ 27

R E A D E R  S E R V I C E

Mail the attached postage-paid card to find
out more about these products and services.

FREE INFORMATION

While every effort is made to maintain accuracy and completeness,  
last-minute changes may occasionally result in omissions or errors.

150 Airstream Rangeline Class B  .............. 40

EDITORIAL PRODUCT INDEX
RS # ADVERTISER PAGE #

R V  M A G A Z I N E  |  D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 2  57

RVM2212 - Pets - RV Destinations for Dogs.indd   10/17/22   6:50 PM   - 57 -    (Cyan)RVM2212 - Pets - RV Destinations for Dogs.indd   10/17/22   6:50 PM   - 57 -    (Cyan)RVM2212 - Pets - RV Destinations for Dogs.indd   10/17/22   6:50 PM   - 57 -    (Magenta)RVM2212 - Pets - RV Destinations for Dogs.indd   10/17/22   6:50 PM   - 57 -    (Magenta)RVM2212 - Pets - RV Destinations for Dogs.indd   10/17/22   6:50 PM   - 57 -    (Yellow)RVM2212 - Pets - RV Destinations for Dogs.indd   10/17/22   6:50 PM   - 57 -    (Yellow)RVM2212 - Pets - RV Destinations for Dogs.indd   10/17/22   6:50 PM   - 57 -    (BlacK)RVM2212 - Pets - RV Destinations for Dogs.indd   10/17/22   6:50 PM   - 57 -    (BlacK)

https://www.powercaster.com/
https://www.yourgaragepro.com/
https://www.rvrentals.com/


The first snow of winter in Yellowstone National Park sets 
off the impressive backdrop of the world’s first national park. 
Encompassing nearly 3,500 square miles mostly in Wyoming, 
Yellowstone is home to the largest concentration of mammals in 
the contiguous United States, more than 10,000 hydrothermal 
features, and the only place in the US where bison have lived 
continuously since prehistoric times. Photo by Jacqueline Pilar 

Share your photo with us: info-rvmagazine@rv.com

  LIFE ON THE ROAD | snapshots

The first snow of winter in Yellowstone National Park sets 

World Treasure
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blueox.com 800-228-9289

• Rotating latches with clamp-on brackets for quick setup
• Caster in the hitch head constantly centers the trailer
• Augments the suspensions of the tow vehicle & trailer
• Backup without disconnecting

Available tongue Weights: 350, 550, 750, 1000, 1500, 2000 lbs.

• Rigid L-brackets provide additional points of friction
• Caster in the hitch head constantly centers the trailer
• Augments the suspensions of the tow vehicle & trailer
• Backup without disconnecting

Available tongue Weights: 600, 800, 1000, 1300 lbs.

Learn how the built-in caster 
in our hitch heads improves 
the towing experience.

BLUE OX, CIRCLE 103 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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The quality that goes into every Newmar coach that hits the road is legendary—

and we’re proud to see that RV Magazine readers agree. As the recipients of the 

Readers’ Choice Silver Award – Class A category, there’s plenty to be excited 

about. Like our all-new 2023 Dutch Star, the best-selling Class A diesel coach on 

the market. Or the all-new Essex luxury coach and Bay Star, which is redefining 

the gas segment. And the Canyon Star: the only Class A front-engine diesel on 

the market today, available exclusively in three toy-hauler models with garages.

N EWMA RCO R P . COMW H E N  Y O U  K N O W  T H E  D I F F E R E N C E S M

NEWMAR CORPORATION, CIRCLE 115 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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